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THE MEMBERS OF THE BoARD oF REVENUE,

C-O. Rewnt 4o ki )
. (Land Revenye,) ;
for Sefenciner ) | MADRAS,
- ; The Humble Memorial of Rev. A, Caussanel, S.4J., Hukdap of Kattalaij-
.’

malai Estate, Ambasamudram Talug, in the Tinnevelly District,

ted 7@ afy prcovat FURTHER PAPEB;%.\?F » 0
= ; ‘ Most ResPECTFULLY SHEWETH : —

J

€.0. No. Department. Date. ! Your Memorialist has been waiting for the last ten months for the reply .
’ to his Memorial addressed to His Excellency the Governor in Council on the
‘ 25th September 1896, and which was referred to this Houorable Board for consider-
' ation. The Memorial alluded to was intended to bring to the notice of Govern-
. ment the various acts of injustice perpetrated against your Memorialist and hig
% ) servants on the Kattalaimalai Estate from 1894 to 1896, particularly by one
Gurunatha Pillai, an Extra Assistaut Conservator of Forests, but it is to be
regretted that no notice has been taken of the complaints.

Your Memorialist experienced a cessation of these troubles on the
temporary appointment of Gurunatha Pillaj to an office on the Western Coast.
He, however, returned to the Tinnevelly District in the month of June last, and
has now commenced his hostilities again, and on this occasion they have culmin.

:T — é ated 1n the death of Mr. Lewis Schofield, a promising young man under training
; ) t in the Roman Catholic Mission.
) ' ,' The circumstances attending this young man’s death are as follow : &
, ) ! In the beginning of May last, Mr. Schofield, at the invitation of hig

friend, the Manager of the Kstate of Kattalaimalai, went to spend his summer recess
at Kattalaimalai. About the end of June, however, he began to suffer from fever,
and it was necessary therefore to bring him down without delay to Utchancolam,
a mission station not far from Ambasamudram, for the purpose of bringing him

| ' .‘ to Palamcottah for medical treatment.
Accordingly at 5-30 a.x., on the morning of the 29th June, Mr. Schofield

left the bungalow on the estate in a bandy and began to descend the ghit. At the

time he was suffering severely from fever. On arriving at the Papanasam ghat,

about three miles from the plains, the road there being impassable, in consequence of i

the coustruction of a bridge, a bandy had to be sent from Utchancolam to this

s - i point to bring Mr. Schofield to the plains. When Mrp. Schofield, however, had
arrived at the bridge at about 8 a.x., there was no conveyance to receive him, for Y ;

and so he had to wait in the burning sun, while in .

T e ol

the reasons stated hereunder,
a high fever, for five hours, that is till after twelve o’clock. -
It should be here observed that the road leading from the Estate to the

plains is a public road, that portion of it which is called new, extending down the

! ' Papanasam ghat, having been opened to the public on the 1st May 1897 by a ‘
. Notification in the Tinnevelly Gazette published on or about that date. -
The reason why Mr. Schofield was unable to obtain g bandy on his
arrival at the bridge was that the bandy, which had been sent from Utchancolam o
J{ to meet him, on arrriving at a place called Chinnayatham, near the Papanasam
‘ , temple, was seized by two forest peons under the orders of Gurunatha Pillaj, =

‘ The seizure was alleged to have been effected on the ground that the vehicle had
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trespassed on the new road which was.in Forest Reserve. The statement that a -

trespass had been committed is palpably false.

On the seizure being made, the driver informed the peons that the ba.n.d.Y
was sent for a sick gentleman who was waiting for the same near the bridge aforesaid.
He also went to Gurunatha Pillai; who was close by, and informned him to the same
effect. But Gurunatha Pillai refused to pay any attention to the driver’s state-
ments, used abusive language and ordered the: peons to seize the bullocks and

bandy forthwith and to confiscate them. Gurunatha Pillai is said by the driver to
have been under the influence of liquor at the time.

The result of this inhuman conduct was that Mr. Schofield was brought

in an almost dying condition to Utchancolam, whence he was removed to Palam-
cottah, where he died on the 3rd July,

There are one or two import
this seizure.

1st.—The Notification
on the 29th June and carts
from the 1st of May. Thi
objected to.
that

i 1 i i ith
ant points to be noticed in connection W

. . _ . ized
aforesaid was in force when the bandy was seiz
: cand i »stion
were moving freely up and down the road in ques
; Llist’s e were
s was the first time that your Memorialist’s carts

The Collector himself in bis Proceedings, dated 6th July, admits
Gurunatha Pillai acted illegally,

ex-
and personally offers to pay some of the
peuses incurred by the seizure,

2udly—"The seizure was otherw

o ad been
ise illegal, as no forest offence had bee
committed under

the Forest Act which justified the seizure of the bulls and bandy.

Brdly.—Tt is stated that Gurunatha Pillai had not taken charge of hi
office from M. Sreenivasa Cham

on the Western Coast,.

The matter' was brought Immediately to the notice of the Collector by 2

Pégibt‘f;l:e(‘l’l'éttér evenbefore My, Scliofield Rad been able to reach the plains ;
but no help as yet has been given g your .\Iemc;l'ialist, though it is nearly three
weeks since the magtep has been brought to the Collector’s notice.

That Gurunatha Pillai acted wantonly and maliciously is clear from‘ thej
following sutmary of casesin which he has indulged in acts of tyranny on previous
occasions against your Memorialist and his servants, namely :—

L InJanuary 1894, the Forest Ranger, acting under his orders, induced the

. attalaimalal
Sub-Magistrate of Ambasamudram to arrest all the herdsmen of the Kattalaima
Estate and locked the up in jail,

Sub-Magistrate.

II. 1In June 1894, the Manager of the Kattalaimalai Estate was dl‘az‘;’.‘%'e"i _01:;
of his bed by a warrant while suffering from fever on a false charge preferred ag‘u:ha.
him by Guerunatha Pillai. This charge was afterwards withdrawn by Gur.una -
Pillai hitaself, and the result was that the Manager would not resume his _Poz
owing to theill-treatment he had been subjected to, but no redress was Obta“]: 1:

III. In June 1895, under the orders of Gurunatha Pillzu,v Tunuad' ad
Sundram Aiyar, Forest (Guard Subba Naidu, and Watchers L\.Iada Naicken 'dfl
Eswara Naicken arrested the bandies of the Estate on the public road o.f Aﬂl‘bd?i‘
mudram, and on the next day removed the planks from a bridge over the .rlver beptc:]é
the result of which was that your Mewmorialist and contractors proceeding over .
bridge with loaded carts at night were thrown into the stl'eafn beneath. For I;;ie;’
six days carts between the estate and plains could not pass in consequence. L
Gurunatha Pillai was remonstrated with by your Mexnorialist,' he was exce(idlltlnrjf
insolent to your Memorialist, for which he was made to apologise by the C(l)]l ecb(())v;
but beyond this, no notice was taken of Gurunatha Pillai’s co.nducb on both the ab o
occasions. The planks were restored by order to the bridge, and the. car
bullocks were released after being detained illegally for three days.

. . . [ nellb
berlain, his locim tenens, during his employ:

o o
This case was eventually diswissed by th

&

)

3
Pillai brought a frivolous and false charge
a Pill

. d non-payment of
i Manager of jthe Kattalaimalai Esbafﬂ‘a .fOP ;m a(:les:s :refegrgd Tnder
agamst-the a}; t?o]l of Mondanthorai ferry. -1h1s‘0 all;g the Deputy Magistrate
three pios at * : L. P.C., but the case when inquired into by
Secs. 186and 448, L.F.U.,

mm m N trouble and
iven for all the expense, le al
ismi redress was given .
was sumarily S fssecs Ot,]:o lalthouurh he was hunted all over the Distri
as put to, althoug

ssi ing also
fission property being also
s together, the 1
o nc: of his, non-appearance. Gumn'(?tha. P\lliu
3 o damages in this matter, which will shortly
< =]

IV. In July 1895, Gurunath

annoyance the Manager W
by Magisterial warrants I mon
illegally proclaimed for sale in

D

1 ' Rs 00
has received notice of action for Rs. 3,0

be filed against him.

1 1 i er fl‘O[Il the
V 1 Y F 1€ l' 1

illai and the
. Gurunatha Pillal an
. 1ai Estate were illegally seized u.nder orders (?ffor e confiscation. A
Kattalaimalal . there being no authority whab'evel d althouch a small fine
timber confiscate ; pass was filed against the driver, an g
.. for tres
criminal case AN . :
was inflicted by the Maglsfg e d the fine reduced to one pie,—so cou“iced vas
Jessions Judge an , N dress was, however,
ashed by the Session _ orest employés. No re
qudbhed . duct of the fores P . . timber
uninal coudu . iscation of his timber.
ho of the o Memorialist for the illegal confisca walist is compelled once
obtained by your becowe so serious that your Mewor Gurunatha Pillai.
Mattors bave B¢ urable Board ou the couduct Of. y dministration
ess your.ﬁonod defiant in counsequence of the limp a mm(i ern
o daring a8 re notice be taken of his conduct by the Gov
less sever

g 'oceed.

ha leno-bhs he may next pr '

D(‘; yOlll' Memorialisb shall every pl‘dy.
3

move to addr
He has become 8
of the District Lhat‘.'uu
nent, there is no s:&ymg to W

And, as in duty bou

PALAMCOTTAH, }
725— August 1897.

C.ﬂ;;mﬁ /

the sentence of the Magistrate was practically
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