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Famine and relief operations in the scarcity affected province
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Extract from the Proceedings of the Government of India, Department of Revenue and . . :
. ~ L
Agriculture, No. ;_l_LM-F., dated 17th Fune 1897. 4 1
- ' . !
—_——
» RESOLUTIQN. i
: .
‘ . :
5 READ— 1
\ b The following Despatch from Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India :=— |
M * No. 81 (Revenue), dated India Ofice, London, 20th May 1897.
Qo 7 To His Excellency The Right Honourable The Governor General of India in Council.
a . e - . .
A .
4 : Lo .
: o " Since my Despatch, dated the 15th January 1897, I have received from your Excellency’s
" No. 4, dated 6th January, from the Secretary to Gove;nment th_e further papers note_d in thel . g
o the Government, with enclosures. margin concerning the famine and relief opera- ‘
| No. g, dated Isthh]ﬂ"“aryi dé‘.‘t‘t’; tions, while your weekly and monthly telegrams’ .
oA 1 . » .
" 11:1:2 Zf,’ g:t:g i;)th {::2:3; ditto. bring the narrative of events down to the present
) ' No, 27, dated 3rd February, ditto. time. Two sets of famine papers have already
No. 31, dated 1oth February, ditto. been presented to Parliament, and a third set is
No. 39, dated 17th February, ditto. : inthe press <o .
, No. , dated 24th February, from the Government p . |
) N of India, with enclosures. be Seoret _ |
. No. 45, dated ﬁéfhwﬁf}‘:fe“:& a i‘;‘;’: the Secrelary 2. The area of relief operations has consider- J’
o tolt;hoe 500‘216;&[32:& March. ditto. ably extended since January, and by the latest
No. 11, dated Toth March, from the Government accounts relief of some kind was being given in .
of India, with enclosures. arts of one hundred it . e .
No. 5,7, dated 1oth March, from the Secretary to g r: it Of th rll\I ,B:: tlsh dlStIlCts, .m four
’ Government, with enclosures. istricts of the 1zant's errlt_ory, and in some
No. 15, dated 17th March, from the Government  other Native States. According to your monthly
of India, with enclosures. telegram of the 12th April, the main relief nume i
No. 65, dated 17th March, from the Secretary t0 b foll .
. » : : _bers were as follows 1= u
Government, with enciosures. . ) )
No. 69, dated 24th March, ditto.
- Relief S tatistics, as per telegram, for week ending the gth April 1897, - ’ |
P R T e T 0T s B e e o T . et L & B et PUrap. B
= t,»f‘y—;"‘:__:‘_,,’.:.‘»‘%” L T . e N T, ;
’ / R " - — —
E2% DisTRESSED TRACTS, ~ ¢ AFFECTED TRACTS. ' ei
7’ - 23 . Sa !
o T | s e | ® —— 2 |8
Bl [y | f pezlesle |E3g0E | B (% 2§ |55
e V- E s g% ] s 18%28) @ s 24 B8 [5=.
Province. s @ 2 148% | 5% 28 lws8)| * 2 c wE 5w
ST g s o E 3 R g' g g9 g.a - .
bir | %4 | 8 LSy lenof Bz |EE = | 2 | g3 | 5% |3 ‘f
. 295, 2| % lefsegg| el \isi| s B £5 | B3 33 '
Evep | 2R | B IZRoE| 238 o |288) 3R | & 28 | 28 |3 ;
___,___——_—.—-—' . : — |
Madras « " ° ' s | 13400 n7a3] 90 10 | 100 57 | 3,300] 10498 4 t | tos '
Bombay « ¢ * ° . o | 4n100 | 6,709 433 ’6, 449 67 2,300 388 1 1 a5t }
Bengal ¢ - ° " 7 16 | 17,700 | 0,144 | 303 197 500 s4 | 1,800 848 n 6 | s17
Punjab . ¢ T 13 | 4000 | 33991 92 12 104 32 - 104
' North- West Ptovinces and 37 | 35,400 | 14,967 | 695 268 963 64 | 17,600 | 9099 4 | a4 |n0t8
Oudh, ;
s . Central Provinces . 16 | 49,500 6,036 | 405 ‘70 475 97 ae 4715
’ Burmah . ¢+ * ° 3 3,900 38 23 1 2% 63 e s 24
Berar. < e ¢t 3 6,000 819 19 1 20 23 1,900 203 1 . at “:; “?‘h )
. . — NE '
\ Total for British [ndia 100 | 181,900 42,997 | 3,050 583 | 2,635 63 | 36,700 | 13,033 2 $2 | 3,708
pativeStates  + ¢ 3 S SO (. w | 145
114 . l er a - e o ow Grand total on telict
\ ‘ 2,853,000,
P
’»«:” 3
1]
|
R ~
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“The total numbers on relief had been as high as 3,216,000 during the week ending the

i risen to 3,608,000 by the middle of May. Outof the
9““‘.'\1‘:"‘;3&\"1 “Id &Z‘{,E,?%:Qg: ’:\rﬁ\e Not%\'\-w,est Priv’mces and Oudh: afterwards the
?x“‘\ebe:s on reliet n those provinces fell 650,000 in consequence of the demand for labourers

at the spring harvest, and 1n consequence of the partial improvement of the situation caused
by the ingathering of the spring crops. 1n the Central Provinces, Bsnga\, Bombay, and
Madras, the numbers on relief have advanced more or less steadily ; and 1n these tracts the

spring crops have not lessened the strain on the relief administration.

3. The resuit of the spring harvest over India is now approximately known. The rain
from November to February has been unusually favourable to the spring crops. In the
Punjab a good barvest has been realised or is expected over 85 per cent. of the usual wheat
area; the spring grains form a much larger part of the food supply for the common people than
in other provinces ; the relief numbers have fallen ; and any fear of fan_nne f.or the greater ~
part of the Punjab has practically passed away, though prices are still high, and some:*
relief may continue to be needed until August next. In .the North-West Provinces and
o harvest has been obtained over two-thirds of the normal area devoted

fair sprin ]
gutcllll;tacr?)lp, \Eithothe result that prices have rcmamed.st_eady or have fallen, that” the food
supply has nowhere failed, and that tke numbers receiving relief were, on the 16th April,

nt. less than they were on the sth March; though subsequent telegrams have
2;05:; tcheat the numbers 0)1'1 relief had again risen to 1,316,000 by the middle of May. It
appears to be uncertain how far into the autumn relief operations on a large scale may
PPt_ ue to be required, But it is quite clear that relief administration -was begun
?gr:rcl)rcl:d time, and has been wisely and carefully conducted i.n .thOSC provinces. Even if
! Iief should ,be required until October in the unfortunate districts of Bundelkund, there
reliet sho q mainder of these provinces the people will be in good

i hoping that in the re s ; '
::Sogfi?tuigg i?nrd crgodgheart for returning quickly to their usual occupations, when the monsoon
-] n

shall have favourably begun. |
vest has been satisfactory over South Behar ;but the spring

here distress has been keenest. Prices have not
There is one feature in the

ing har

4. In Bengal the spring :
ount for little in North Beliar where :

tf:;ﬁzi (i:n Bengal despite the large 1mportgt\0ns of Burma rice,
i inistration, which may be susCep ,
Bengaltrefhe‘f-aa;gir;\x;srre“éf . ’Accord'mg to the telegram of the 12th z_\gnl, Ben_gal had 293,043

e ampt.(m S k%rs and 223,784 dependents and *persons on gratuitous relief of different
e A ’ out-door work is” stopped by rains, the numbers on

- 4
Yo of a famine, after S ) ,
v lgrzctltsx.itmﬁtrte};?c?ﬁay be cxpeCt’ed to increase in comparison with the relief-workers. Dut:

e relieved gratuitously, 43 per cent. in Bengal is high for the month

of Anril + in the North

L e e e -

{
} the proportion of peop!
i

in th‘:;C'éntral Provinces 27 per cent.; and in'BBx.{ab‘ay 26 perrée/h‘t'.m It is possible” that the

;' difficulty of devising and supegintending. asufficient number of village works has led to the
Bengal and North-West Provinces placing very large numbers on gratuitous relief thus .

5 early in the season. It is manifestly rig1}t~to run no_risks by causing weakly people to
i travel considerable distances to large relief works. But you and your officers are doubtless
ZI fully alive to the undesirability of giving gratuitous reliel on an cxcessive scale early in the
4 seasom. . '

! . v
5. In the Central Provinces the spring barvests appear to have been poor, and t

have been reaped over a very reduced area only. Prices are very high, especiall i somo
of the Satpura districts.. And it appears that relief on'a large scale will be re ﬂired f ;
into the autumn. In Bombay the numbers oo relief have not advanced rapidl c;lurin(,r t}?r
eight weeks ending on the 16th April; the spring harvests have been beneﬁciy;d. and not(z
withstanding the aggravation caused by plague in the coast districts, the prosp,ect is not

" so serious as was at one time feared. :
cently, but the area of distress is limited,-and good crops have been harvested in other
parts of the presidency. : . ,

ta o,
-

6. In regard to the results of the relief operations you were able to t oh

12th April that the condition of the people in the aﬁectgd tracts continued Ctl(;iglr)z;phgec[)lrér;ll;c
good in Madras, Bombay, Bengal, and Burma, and fair in the Punjab and Berar, whil o4
all these six_provinces the death-rate continued to be normal. In the North-W .t Pl e‘_ n
ces and Oudh the condition of the people is reported to be fair to good thoua}fsth (;'owg-
rate is considerably above normal in the districts of Bundelkund and in some ¢ tlf eath.
districts. Regarding the Central Provinces you report that in the wilder m:rtg, | e Oudh
classes show signs of privation, some cases of emaciation still occur ané) th e poorer
exceeds the normal rate. The latest complete statistics that have ree,u:hed o € mofrtahty
month of February,and in the undermentioned districts the death-rate of ‘1§ are for the
cent, or more above the normal rate for the month, thus',..q\ 97 1s 50 per

) :

N

tible of explanation, and that is the large

“West Provinces the_corresponding proportion_was 41 per cent. ;

-

In Madras the numbers on relief have gone up re.> :

& PSP

-

3 ' »

Districts in which the death-rate of 1897 exceeds the mormal deatherate by 50 per cent.
or upwards. '

CENTRAL PROVINCES (10 OUT OF A TOTAL OF 20 NorTH-WESTERN PROVINCES AND OUDH (17 our orF
DISTRICTS). 37 DISTRESSED AND AFFECTED DISTRICTS),
February Average; February Average,
1897. 10 years. 1897. 10 years.
Murwara Sub-division 16'5 2'5 Lalitpur e 484 2'40
o Banda e e 481 2722
Balaghat 48 17
Hamirpur 364 239
Saugor ver 49 27 Allahabad ... 348 1'93
: . Jhansi - ‘18 2°42
Damoh 43 R ¢ *
. Rae Bareilly . 438 2'0
Jubbulpore - 69 211 Hardoi - 400 166
' Gonda °20 *go
Narsinghpur . Cuee 40 2'3 . 8 o
, Mirzapur . e 3'80 181
Mandla - 71 20 Azimghar .. T e 278 143
Lucknow 333 212
Seoni < e 4'4 19 .
. Unao e 331 181
Bhandara ' ... 26 | ° r7: |Budaon " 319 186
: ) Shahjahanpur ‘00 v
Bilaspur - 39 17 ' ’ %
' . Basti 2'63 173
*| Partabgarh 384 " 1'90
Sulf,anpur 327 184

The death-rate in some parts of -the Central Provinces was very high; I observe
the monthly famine statement gives the “deaths due directly or indirectly to the effects
of privation ” in the whole of the Central Provinces as 4,885 during the month of January
while your telegram of the 16th April reports the January death-rate in six of the districts’
of those provinces to have ranged between 5'3 and 6-g per thousand, and in one sub-division
whether immigrants flock from Native States, to have reached 10°6 per thousand ; but even
here, in spite of exceptional difficulties, I trust that relief operations are now, and have for
some time, l?eegx,ta'.‘dgzq?atxe and effective, ' : o “’

* - A . ~ . & oa Ty “ . ',.' L N " ) )
7. Itis satisfactory to find that food supplies are ’}nearly EvErywher)e sufficient, local

R

~ deficiencies being met by private imports. During the three months, January to the

middle of Agril,;nearly 268,000 tons of Burma rice were imported, and a large further sur-
plus of rice \estxmated at one million tons) is still available there. Your decision to trust
to private trade for supplying food to the country has so far been amply justified. I ap-
prove your decision to take steps to secure supplies of food for certain parts of the
Central Provinces, where transport is difficult during the rainy season. i

" 8. The contributions to the Mansion House Fund and other public funds raised for the
succour of sufferers from the present famine in India, exclusive of gifts in kind, appear to
have reached a totalabout 142 lakhs of rupees (887,000l.) by the middle of May; and the

.Central Relief Committee report that the local Committees in the several provinces ask

for grants aggregating 166 lakhs, Already 5o lakhs have been distributed to the provincial
Committees in British India and in Native States, ;who are devoting the money to sup-
plying clothing and small comforts to sufferers and to giving doles to the respectable poor.
Voluntary associations and workers are helping to husband these resources, to prevent
abuses, and to make the money do as much good as possible. Arrangements are being
made to distribute the remaining funds at the proper season so as to enable the poorer

/ ’ : R

po




,
A ]

D' 4
cultivators to buy seed-corn-and cattle, and thus to recover their position. The splendid’
liberality, shown by the United Kingdom, Canada, and other British Colonies, and also by
many charitable people in foreign countries, will be greatly appreciated in India; and I am
confident that these funds, which have been contributed by all classes, will be administered

_as a sacred trust by all committees and individuals e_qgaged in their distribution.

_ It was not to be expected that India could pass through a severe and far reaching
famine without much suffering to her people and some loss of life ; but 1 am satisfied that,
on the whole, your Excellency’s Government, and the many local authoritics and local
bodies engaged in the contest with famine, have been unquestionably successful, and I am

lad to assure you that the arduous and self-sacrificing labours of those on whom this duty

%as fallen are fully appreciated in this country..

I haveXhe honour to be,
My LorD,
Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble Servant,

. . GEORGE HAMILTON.

ORDER.—Ordered that the above despatch be communicated to all Local
" Governments - and Administrations and. to the Vice_-Chairman and Honorary
“Secretary, Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, for information, and that it be

published in the Supplement to the Gazette of ‘India.
'  [True Extract.]

¢

— J . Deputy Secretary to the Government. of India.
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9 No. 616, RevenuE, 1sr Juiy 1897, l ‘ ' ) No. 016, Revenve, 1st JoLy 1897. * 3

The tots]l numbers on relief had been as high as 3,216.000 during the week
ending the 9th March, and they have again risen to 3,608,000 by the middle of May.
Out of the earlier total, 1,654,000 were in the North-West Provinces and Oudh ; after- -
wards the numbers on relief in those provinces feil by 650,000 in consequence of the
demand for labourers at the spring harvest, and in consequence of the partial improve-
ment of the situation caused by the ingathering of the spring crops. In the Central
Provinces, Dengal, Bombay and Madras, the numbers on rclief have advanced more
or less steadily ; and in these tracts the spring crops have not lessened the strain on

the relief administration.
3. The result of the spring harvest over India is now approximately known.

GOVERNMENT OF MADR'AS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

N a0 e i

" . Reap—the following :—

"' - Extract from the Proceedings of the Government of India, Department of Reve
and Agriculture, dated 17th June 1897, No. 21161 evenue

( = <, The rain from November to February has been unusually favourable to the spring

Beap— . TN crops. In the Punjab a good harvest has been realised or is expected over 85 per
Resolution. AT cent. of the usual wheat ariea ;hthe sprirllg grains iv..e a mueh larger part of the food M
; i ; jesty’ . . ‘ - gupply for the common people than in other provinces; the relief numbers have fallen ;
The fo%ow lﬁg Detsﬁ)atﬁ}}w}fl?ﬁ Her .1\11 ‘il ]etitya Se,c‘r etarér of State for .In.d‘a7 to H_ls 7 *j ‘ anlt)ipazlfy fear of famine forpthe greater part (?f the Punjab has practically passed away’
chl in(ely O(faﬁ 10L donouégt)he\[ ¥ I%B?nl(z;. eperal of India in Council, % though prices are still high, and some relief may continue to be needed until August’; 3
datg ndia Lee, Londom, =8y » No- 81 (Revenue) :— 3 next. In the North-West Provinces and Oudh a fair spring harvest has been obtained 3
N%r:}ndeaﬁfdvf{iiﬁﬂrﬂeémm the Sooretary to.the Go- Since my Despatch, dated the ISéh ‘vf ' over two-t]%irds of the normal area devoted to that crop, with the result that prices :
No. 9, duted 13th Jannary, from the Secretary to the Gov-  January 1897, I have received from your b have remained steady or have fallen ; that the food supply has nowhere failed; and :

ornment, with enclosurcs. Excellency’s Government the further B that the numbers receiving relief were, on the 16th April, 32 per cent. less than they .

R " were on the 65th March, though subsequent telegrams have shown that the numbers ‘ ;

No. 13, dated 20th January, from the Secretary to the Gov- A .
ernment, with enclosares. papers noted in the margin con CPI‘ning

No. 23, dated 27th January, from the Seorstary to theGov-  the famine and relief operations, while on relief had again risen to 1,316,000 by the middle of May. It appears to be uncer-

ernment, with enclosures. L § \ : '
No. 27, dated 8rd Fobruary, from tho Bocretary to the Gov-  your weekly and monthly telegrams bring tain how far into the autumn relief operations on a large scale may continue to be : .
ernment, with enclosures. y , v : 24 . o, . g NP ; ! |
No 8l duted 10th February, from the Secretary to the the narrative of events down to the { required. .But it is quite clear that rehef admmlstmtl_on was bogun.m gf)od time, and .{
‘ hag been wisely and carefully conducted in those provinces. Even if relief should be :

Government, with enclosures. present time. Two sets of famin
Fobrus . e papers ) : . : o I
N onermmont, with cnclomaa, | (1, Secebuy fo the by required until October in the unfortunite districts of Bundelkund, there is ground for

a——_ 3
a5
e e

o
L 3

e

"y

Government, with enclosures. have already been presented to Parlja- . ) . - ,
No. 91’11 d::a;lo 3‘;1:1-;5 February, from the Governmentof India, ment, and a third set is in the press 15 hoping that in the remainier of these provinces the people will be in good eondition %
Wl C. £8. 330 . . . . . ;
No. 45, dated 24th Februsry, from the Secretary to the 2. The area of relief : . -k and good heart for returning quickly to their usual eccupations, when the monsocon ¥
Government, with enclosnres. : d. relie .Op erations has - ghall have favourably begun' ‘ ;
No. 59, dated_f}fd Mlnrch, from the Secretary to the Gov- ’ COIS1 erabiy extended since January’ 3 ‘ 1 h ine b t has b tistact S ‘ 1
Ns.r[ixlne:il;,tvxllOteglg[g.igflesfrom the Government of India al.ld b}' the ]ateﬁt accounts Tﬁ‘li(}f of SOn;e : S 4' Ill Benga the S.pl ln":-’ arvest hias been satis 3.'“ ory over outh Behar ’ but the .
with enclosures. ’ ' kind was being given in parts of one b spring crops eount for little in North Behar, where distress has been keenest. Prices ﬂ
Nz rgleeg:tfitioé:elﬁmsf from the Secretary to Gov-  hundred British districts, in four districts - have not fallen in Bengal. despxte. the laqge importations of Burma'rlce. There is one
No. 15, dated 17th March, from the Government of India, 0f the Nizam’s territory, and in sowe ' feature in the Blengal relief ad;mmstr:{tlon, Wlhl(%h may be susceptible of explanation, ‘ <
T e L1h r Nati : : A i arge amount of gratuitous relief. According “ ; e
Now 65, dated 17th March, from the Secretary to the Gov- other Native States. Accordine to your 3 and that 1s the large 90 S clie A‘):gz ding to the‘telegmm of the
ernment, with enclci‘sures. monthly telegram of the 12th i‘\pril the 2 12th April, Bengal had 293,048 relief-workers and 223,784 dependents and persons
P 1 § . . . R . NE . g . . N . ‘
No. 69, fétidn 2éth Maroh, from the Seerelary to Gov- pain yelief numbers were 25 follons b ;;, on gratuitous relief (;fl dlﬂ'elﬁnt kinds. At the enlg‘l gf a famine, after out-door work |
C g “_" y i rains, the numbers on gratuitous reli { i i E
Revier statistics, as per telegram, for weck ending the 9th April 189 ‘ . is stopped by, ) : i g ef may be expocted to Increase in z
i R April 1897, comparison with the relief-workers. But the proportion of pcople relieved gratui- ?
e ' in Bengal is high for t i, 1
2.4 i ; 43 per cent. 1n Bengal 1s high for the month of April, in the North-West
.= Distrossed tracts. i t0u51Y) P faant= = . prid, €s 7
“é': Affected tracts. ] Provinces the corresponding proportion' was 41 per cent., in the Central Provinces 27 :
8 23 g £ P = : i per cent., and in Bombay 26 per cent. Itis possible that the difficulty of devising ;
o p 5. | £ % 25 3 1 and superintending a suflﬁelent number of village works has led to the Bengal and M
; 2 | 2 g [uZ ] 2 5 2 t Provinces placing very large numbe ratuit lief ; 3
Province. i g s |33 )4 i3 z North- Wes g y large numbers on_gratuitous relief thus early in 1
2.2 . > =2 . = . . d N . N .
2 £g £ = j i oS § 52 Vg ; the season. I't is manifestly rlght‘ to run no risks by causing weakly people to travel
57 FfF [ed) 5 F [&F 5$ Cne ) considerable dlstanc? to lsrilge relief works, But you and your officers are doubtless
P-4 . - I E=] w: g4 . e M '..—“"' - . L3 A . . . \ N N
g5 e 2 (555 2 [ =5 (§=¢ 5.5 A AN | fully alive to the undesirability of giving gratuitous relief on an excessive scale earl
Sg &l E & (8.5 3 [ 78 [£4: e & . fully 8 cale early
‘ i & |[ZR%] 22 | 35 (gs% £ .2 1 i n '
= L o= g |3 in the soason.
[ e =28 ! . . ’
Madms . |5l a0 | Lz | g " T—\\ ey 1 5. In the Central Provinces the spring harvests appear to have been poor and to
omba .. .o 9 42,100 5 - «© £ 3 :
,Rengﬁly oonl e e g;gg ;g:; 26 449 6.; 3o lgrg o ‘ have been reaped over a very reduced area only. Prices _are vory high, especially in |
B st Provines| 11| 169001 8109 | "oy e | o B4 1 1800) ayg| 4| 1 come of the Sutpura districts. And it appears that relief on a large scale will be :
orth-West Pr 5 . : . . . ;
and Oudh, ovincest 87 [ 85400\ 14,967 | 695 | 268 | gg3 | o2 17600 | 93500] N ii Y required far into the autumn, In Bombay the numbers on relief have not advanced :
Qentral Provinces .. | 16| 49,500 | 6,00 405 w| as] ’  u 1 '} rapidly during the eight weeks ending on the 16th April ; the spring harvests have :
nrma . . 7 . Y, : . . z . .
Berar O g 2838 g% 2 1 ol ea || N 1 been beneficial ; and ngththstandmg the aggravation caused by plague in the coast :i
Total for British| 100 |18 ~ — ] B 28 (ni00f Fep) ) e | 2 ] districts, the prospect is not so serious as wag at one time feared. In Madras the :
ndin, e 100 [181,900 | 42,897 | 2,050 | 585 [ 9,635 | g 2000 00| e } numbers on relief have gone up recently, but the arca of distress is limited, and good x
Native Btates .. | 14| .. . N . Sl U B2 vy ! crops have been harvested in other parts of the presidency. ' ‘ ;
“a .o . . — o« A - . . ‘ ' 'ﬁ
RIVH . . .. - T R ' f: | I -~ 6. Inregard to the results of the relief operations you were able to telegraph on
. . G;usnédgt&f):‘;l on relief, ) the 12:h April that the condition of the people in the affected tracts continued to Le
\w"”’“““::q.;;
;*i |
- .: N ¢ 3’"},}-»»«—-*«-"»*f:".‘.if"" e B :'/ -7 e e e T e e )
- e o e ® o :/Vj SO . . e
o ‘ [ S— T 4*’;"“;:7' ~ v‘i ;Sﬂ . ' R ,‘,..,.,,»w,—m;s : ._.,,\i e ""—» »-‘"T;- LR “**wa",”m‘;:;‘i.“ Ve e e .L*/’ e 2 3“"(3‘,4
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generally good in Madras, Bombay, Bengal and Burma, and fair in the Punjab and
Berar, while in all these six provinces the death-rate continued to be normal. - In the

. North-West Provinces and Oudh the condition of the people is reported to be fair to

ood, though the dcath-rate is considerably above normal in the distrie .
I{Eund and in some of the Oudh districts. Regarding the Central I’rowfil;c:; (;.foflh;ggglt
that in the wilder parts the poorer classes show signs of privation, some cases of
emaciation still occur, and the mortality exceeds the normal rate. The latest complete
statistics that have reached me are for the month of February, and in the underr%em
tioned districts, the death-rate of 1897 is 60 per cent. or more above the normal rate
for the month, thus— ¢

Dstricrs in which the death-rate of 1897 exceeds the normal death-rate by 50 per cent. o
upwards. . or

- , —s - e s —w
Central Provinces (10 out of a total of 20 districts). X Onh-d\ivtes( I’;ov&:icos;r and Oudh (17 out of 37
stresscd aud affeeted distriots).
February | Average
1897, ten years. * - F;g;‘,;i‘ry {t;“;:i:;

Murwara Sub-division .. 16-5 2+5 Lalitpar ,, .. .
Balaghat 48 17 Banda ., . . o 4‘884 2-40
Saugor 49 2:7 Hamirpur .. ot . ; 1 2-22
Damoh .. 43 25 Allahabad .. “ " 3,6{ 2-39
Jubhulpore 69 21 Jhansi °* i 48 1-93
Narsinghpur . 40 23 Rae Bareilly .. M . 4'_.15 ' 2:43
Mandla .. .. . 71 2:0 Hardoi .. e 448 - 20
Seoni . . o 44 1-9 Gonda ,, :.. i " 4j00 1-66
Bhandara . . 26 17 Mirzapur . e . 320 1:90
Bilaspur .. . 30 17 Azimghar * * o g§9 1-81

{;uckuow o 3:’;; é;;

nso : )

Budaon ., i g‘;; 1-81

?sha?juha”l’“t o e w00 159

P:‘::;bgari; e 265 173

Sulbanpue 1110 | 4 154

L

The death-rate in some parts of the Central Provin Y
the monthly far'nin?’ statement gives the “ deaths dugesd i:::ﬁl Yeo? llil(%h: Ilobsen.e
effects of privation” in the whole of the Central Provinces as 4 t)§85 d 1d irectly to the
of January, .Wh.lle your telegram of the 16th April reports the’Jq uring the month
six of the districts of those Provinces to have anuary death-rate in

. S, . . ranged bet . .
and in one sub-division, whither immigrants flock f;-orﬁ 1‘:*2?‘,?\’2 gt:?e(}; 6t9 1Pcr thousand
10-6 per thousand ; but even here, in spite of exceptional diﬁ‘;cuigie: ia‘t'gursia(fll]z(:
Dy S

relief operations are now, and have for some time been, adequate and offost;
cotive.

7. It is satisfactory to find that food supplj
local deficiencies being met by private impop&) O]%uarzioni;r;y tﬁ;’gr‘y where sufficicnt,
to the middle of Ap}*ﬂ, nea.rly 268,000 tons of Burmg rige were i ¢ months, January
further surplus of rice (estimated at one million tons) ig still mI{OTted, and a l:irge
decision to trust to private trade for supplying food f, the 0031‘31 ?bllle there. Your
amply justified. I approve your .dec:lsion to take steps to sceure ry «115 80 far been
certain parts of the Central Provinces, where transport is diff supplies of food for
§eaSOIL. cult during the rainy

8. The contributions to the Mansion Iouse Fund and other public funds raised
isec

for the succour of sufferers from the present famine : { '
kind, appear to have reached a total i?bout 1 4;"‘11“0 m India, exclusive of gifts in

. middle of May ; and the Central Relief (‘:ommit’ceeakhS of rupees (887,0007.) by the

the several provinces ask for grants aggregating mré‘Port lgmt [t&lie local gommittces in
been distributed to the provincial committees in ritish Indi ready v0 lakhs have
who are devoting the money to supplying clothing and smal] c;‘ ﬂfnd in Native States,
to giving doles to the respectable poor. Voluntary aSsociatIin orts to sufferers and
helping to husband these resources, to prevent abuses, and to Oni and workers are
much good as possible. Arrangements are being made to chmta {)3 the money do as
funds at the proper scason 8o as to enable the poorer ¢y stribute the remaining

cattle, and thus to recover their position. The splen éit&“iﬁgz:o buy seed-corn and

lity, shown by the’
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No. 516, ReVENUE, 1sT Jury 1897.
[N UU TSR UUEUUUUPUIVES e
e e
’ iti i by many charitable
i i d other British Colonies, qnd also by
E;l;fgl iﬁﬁ%ﬁio;’ c%?xiif;sﬁﬁvill be greatly appreciated in India; and I am confident

; tributed by all classes, will be administered as
that theso funds, which ha";:egsee;nsoﬁlgviduals zngaged in their distribution.

a sacred trust by all commi ! o roueh a severe and far
ted that India could pass throug ver

9' ]tf e mi:i:golx)let ﬁggﬁ suffering to her people and some loss of llfel ; bi1t It gm

reaphmg e or he whole, Your Excellency’s Governrr_lent and the many local autho-

satisfied that, on the W ’ with famine, have been unquestionably

i i test —
rities and locaé II)OdJes far,lf igeaiisﬁrzh;o?%hat the ardugus ar}d se}f-sacnﬁcmg labours.
z&fnct(ifssgug;lavlahomaaigs duty has fallen are fully appreciated in this country.

b

despatch be communicated to all Loeal Govern-
h:d :1())03]89 Vi(Ia)e-Chairman and Honorary Secretary, Indian
and that it be published in the supple~

5

Order.—Ordered that ¢

ts and Administrations a ] (
;?‘n :Ixr]xiiea Charitable Relief Fund, for information,

¢ India.
ment to the Gazette of (True Extract.)

Signed J. HOLDERNESS,
e D)y. Secy. to the Govt. of India.

To the Secretary to the Government of Madras.

OrpEr—No. 516, Revenue, dated 1st July 1897. X

Miscellaneous- Recorded.
(True Extract.)
(Signed)  G. STOKES,
‘ Ag. Secretary to Government.
enue Settlement,

To the Board of Revenue (Rev Land Rocords and Agriculture);

the Public Works Department.
»

. : tment.
the Financial Depart,  Department.
, the Local and MOmRe. 5 mine Charitable Relief Fand.

:, the Honorary

Exd. Bhaik Earim.
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