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Proceedings, Forest No. 268, bth July 1897,
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instructions to Collectors as to how the demand under such items of forest
by the officers of the Revenue Department should be determined and
d how the collection thereof should be watched by

Issuing certain
revenue as are realized
exhibited in the village and taluk accounts an
th( m.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE

(Laxp REVENUE).

Reap—the following letter from A. C. TATE, Esq., Acting Collector of Cuddapah,
to the Secretary to the Commissioners of Land Revenue, dated 21st Decem-
ber 1895, Ref. on Cur. No. 4619-Ver. :—

In Board’s Proceedings, No. 225, dated 1st June 1894, certain forms and regis-
ters were prescribed to provide means for the effectual supervision and check of all
items of tree revenue to be credited to Land Revenue.” It was also remarked in
paragraph 1 of the above Proceedings that the question of adopting some means of
checking the demand and collection of the items of tree revenue to be credited to
¢ Forests ? will be considered in the Forest branch ; but no orders appear to have yet
been issued on this subject.

9. Under the recent orders communicated in Board’s Proceedings, Forest No 594,
dated 8th October 1895, embodied in Board’s Proceedings (Revenue Settlement),

\/ No. 343, dated 30th October 1895, the only item of tree revenue that will be henceforth

credited to Land Revenue is tree-tax, which is not dealt with by means of the forms
and registers prescribed in Board’s Proceedings, No. 225, dated 1st June 1894. As,
however, the Land Revenue officers will still continue to collect the items of revenue
that are now to go to ¢ Forests,” the forms and registers already preseribed may be.
used by Revenue Inspectors and Taluk officers in connection With such items ; and I
have the honour, therefore, to suggest the modification of the orders contained 1in

paragraph 2 of Board’s Proceedings, No. 225, dated 1st June 1894.

s e

Read—Board’s Proceedings, Forest Mis. No. 1739, recording Board’s Proceedings,
No. 348, Revenue Settlement, dated 30th October 1895, and reference
thereon dated 8th December 1895.

B

Read—the following letter from O. BENSON, Esq., m.r.a.c., Deputy Director of
Land Records and Agriculture, Madras, to the Secretary to the Commis-
sioners of Land Revenue, dated 6th January 1896, No. 3-L.R.:—

In reply to the Board’s Reference on its G.R. No. 2782 of 1895, I have the
honour to report as follows.

9. In Government Order, No. 347, Revenue, dated 18th July 1893, the Govern-
ment laid it down that only such revenue as is derived from produce over which the
Forest department exercises actual control should be credited to ¢ Forests,” and in
Board’s Proceedings, Forest No. 594, dated 8th October 1895, the Board decided that
control over all unreserved areas from which any appreciable forest produce i8 obtained
chall be exercised’ by the Forest department, subject to the proviso insisted on in
Government Order, No. 489, Revenue, dated 9th July 1894, that the growth on
village sites and on other areas which are distinetly village porambokes is to be re-
moved from the control of the Forest department.

3. The effect of this order would be to require that collections of revenue on
account of the produce of trees, other than those on village porambokes, should be
credited to Forests, realizations on account of produce from the latter being credited to
Land Revenue. It will be at once apparent that it is practically impossible to issue
any simple and easily understood order which would secure this being given effect to.
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4. Tt may be regarded as axiomatic an that with such enormous staff of the class
_t our karnams, every possible complication in accounting is to be avoided. It is also,
I believe, a fact that though in theory every payee when making a payment may
demand that the amount paid should be credited to a particular head of account, in
practice how these collections are credited depends on the sweet will and perspicuity
of the karnam, who in practice often never sees the payee and is only informed by the
monigar that a particular person has paid in a certain sum of money on his or some
other person’s account. It necessarily follows that the more heads of account under
which eollections must be ledgered, the more frequent the mistakes, and the more
troublesome and laborious the work of making the necessary adjustments at the end
of the year when the accounts are closed and balanced.

5. The simplest plan of dealing with collections made by the village officers in
gatisfaction of demands on account of tree produce would therefore be to make no

attempt to differentiate between them and collections on account of Land Revenue as
eollections, but to distribute from the gross collections of the taluk or distriet at the
ond of the year such a proportion of the demand of the year for such revenue as the
percentage of the gross collections might bear to the gross demand for the year under
all items in the manner in which local cesses are distributed. This even would scarcely
be necessary and it would probably matter little, except theoretically if Forests were
given credit from the gross collections for an amount equal to the gross demand for all
tree produce that might appear in the village accounts, This plan would avoid an
infinity of labour and worry and secure a practically just allocation: of the revenue.

“18o far as I understand the case, it 18 only for budget purposes that any differentiation

.‘ is required and having in view the enormous labour which the ledgering of collections
lunder a variety of different sub-heads entails on the village and taluk establishments,

it will surely suffice, for practical purposes, if the amount to be credited to forests is
| determined on as suggested. 5

g 6. Even if the plan suggested above be acceptable, and still more so if it is not;*.
'T venture to submit that the ruling conveyed in Government Order, No. 647; Revenue,

I dated 11th July 1893, should be reconsidered for the very practical reason that 1¢=% ELE

| demands that the karnam should allot collections, perhaps from one and the same

| individuals, in part to Land Revenue and in part to Forests, according as the produce

! paid for was obtained from land in village porambokes or on other land, it may be,
adjoining. 8o far as I am aware the amount of revenue that would be concerned
must be very small, and it would be cheaper to credit the whole to Forests than to
attempt to effect the allocation of the actual collections.

7. In writing as above, I have regarded it as a necessity of book-keeping that
the whole of the moneys received by the monigars and entered in their day books,
village account No. 13, should be ledgered properly in No. 14, and that it is necessary
to summarize in village account No. 12 the particulars justifying the collections.
At present the latter—particulars of miscellaneous items of revenue derived from
trees and tree produce—are in part shown in village account No. 2-C and in part in
No. 7, but the manual instructions are incomplete, and do not refer to the items very
clearly. Ina separate report in connection with the revision of the manuals, I am
dealing with this matter, and pending the issue of orders on the points urged in para-

phs & and 6 above, I can only suggest that an extra column be added in all the

~village and taluk demand and collection accounts for Forest revenue in fact, that the

system suspended by Board’s Proceedings (Settlement), No. 434 of 1893, be reverted
to for the present.

B

Read—the following letter from G. STOKES, Esq., Collector of Tanjore, to the
Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director of the
Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated 25th January 1896
Ref. on Car. No. 3356-Ver. :— ;

Referring to the instructions issued in Board’s Proceedings, No. 343 (Settlem

1 . t)
dated_ 30th October 1895, I have the honour to state that I have issued instru.ct;iox(ii[stl t(’)
Tahsildars that item 6 of jamabandi statement No. & ghould hereafter be “ Revenue
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Read—also letters from the Collector of Cuddapah re

questing the issue of early orderg
on his letter, dateq 21st December 1895, R

ef. on Cur. No. 4619-Ver,

RESOLUTION—Forest 0- 268, dated 5th July 1897,

~ /. The papers read above relate to the question’how the demand under gy, items |
- [of forest revenue ag are realised by the officers of the Revenue Department should be
{determined and exhibitoq in the village and taluk accounts and how the collee
‘fthereof should be watched by them.

2. In its Proceedings, No. 818, dated 26th June 1889, and No. 499, dateq 28th |
. [October 1889, the Board in the Settlement Department ruled that Land Revenyg IE
«i‘ officers should exercise the necessary control over the collection of forest revenuye

collection” and balance thereof in certain village anq talnk '
Orders were, however, subsequently issued (in Board’s Proc

chtect that only such revenue as wag derived
from forest produce on unreseryed lands over which the Forest Department exercised
actual supervision was to he credited to ¢ Forests.” The Board, thereupon, informeq
Collectors that as no portion of the forest

revenue would thereafter haye to be collecteq
by village officers, there was no longer a

1.y necessity to exhibit such revenue in the
village and taluk accounts (vide Board’s Proceedings, Settlement No. 434, dated 26th
October 1898). Revised instructions were

subsequently issued in Board’s Proceedings,
Forest No. 594, dated Sth Oectober 1895, di

R |
tion 4?

accounts.

recting that the control over all unreserved
¢ areas, from which any appreciable forest prod

uce 18 obtained, should he exercised by the
Distriet Forest-officer, whether the lands in question are under the direet contro] of
the subordinate Forest-officers op of the village officers acting under the orders of
Tahsildars. The Board in the Settlement D 1

accounts,

3. Before dealing with the question of exhibiting the reve

nue in the village and
taluk accounts, it has to be consider?d by wh

under such items of tree
under the Supervision of
ections thereof should be

4. Revenue from trees and from m

inor produce on unoccupied lands other thap
reserved lands falls generally under the following heads :—

reserved forests and

eedings, Forest 4.;‘_;“ :
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(2) Revenue iro

s and windfalls e et
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including sale-procee fruct of toddy-yielding i R TR
& (%) Sﬂe-pr‘:ﬁdigj Itnhi(::cl)lrsul:roduee on unrcserved lands such as
of the right to ga ;

: i land other
cnssin mngedlu kzegir:sz% S:S{thered trees and windfalls on unreserved
(4) Sale-proe

. : t.
oy }{%iiu: ?)ip::::s standing on lands assigned on darkhas b
% instruetions issued in Board’s Proceedlng.s’lgg%esitem‘: ((lb) ‘;“d (2)
B Ss o Foredt No.BT1. detod 60k Desetilee 0, doabpLiond
8th October 9 ited to  Land Revenue ™ an : tiiio0. he -obRarvad in
will, as a gsnm'ifalll;urile:;i?lel;}xl-‘ie[ili;le watelystnuld, In tth?ﬁjcgeurals(lil,()su(l?lngzlxg an opportunity.
“ Forests. items is that the Distriet Forest-o ing that the trees and
- ith these items 1s tha . d (4) and seeing that the
dealing with t ists in the case of items (3) an d that, in the case
of perusing the sait(lle l‘slt:a;:d out have fetehed their prop(eisr va}ll‘l}(l%é i:ll(lamand ’“ R
minor produce so 10~rtion of trees has been correctly made. rk of bringing the entire
of item (5), th? i l’tdF' rest-officer in each case, while th(? W(l)l seting the same will be
e oY thg Ulsltlrt?le three items (3— 5) toaccount and of evllecting
demand under a

left entirely in the hands of Revenue officers.

flicers conducting

rmination of the demand, the o e

6. Firstly, as reg?rds :Eeofde(f&ig forest produce (items ;o‘) an((]i irt)etsil;rogll'dt}s\rongh

the auction-sales of t"}.es_at Forest-officer for confirmation eit er thfosch th Pabel.

the sale lists to the 1)1: tjl;l'('}'frict Forest-officer returning the ?ap”sdﬁe %‘he statirapnt

(i Burest I hgers, thbh' lb to watch the collection of the b.“ngt 5) should also be

ot R e | und Ls similarly rotarted. by dim

showing the valu: ; et est-officer for oo ¥ b S : il books A and B
submitted to the Ui iot L gicet the forms of counterfoi

fhroug{l) ;h_e ']l‘;?::cli(’i: Iiérofgelliitllgss, gl(l)r.pé)zg, dated 1st June 1894, may be adopted as

prescribed in

amplified in the appendix.
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forest revenue that might appear in the village Accounts, The Boarq considersg that
under the system of fixing and realizing the demand of forest revenue which jg sketep
out in Paragraphs 5 to 7 above, there will be little roog for the complicationg anu
adjustments apprehended by the Deputy Director, 1y the first place, the determing .
tion of the portions of the demund due from the same individua] o account of Japnq
Yévenue and Forests jg not left to the village officers; for the foils with reference ¢,
which the collections of forest revenue hve to b y, ade show the d
that head. As regards collections, they wi]l generally have t, g made from g fow

individuals only and wil] 1moreover be spread gyer the whole year, and are pot like]
to be miged Up with paymentg of land revenye and cesses, i

adopt the 8ystem of distribytiyy recommended by the Deputy Director.,
course proposed by him woulq involve ap inecessary sacrifige of land revenue, whep
a1y portion of the forest demand became irrecoverab]e, -

accounts Nos, ||, 12,
No. 499, Settlement. The following modifications should, However, be made ip the
instructiong formerly in foree . ,

The inclusion of forest revenue in taluk accoung No. 17 (nhowing the monthly
demand, collection ang balance) seems t, be unneeessary as the monthly check gyep the
collections may wel] be e
counterfoil books referreq to above anqd ip village account No, 1

The demand and collections shoylq be recorded not in a single colump gg directed
in the Board’s Proceedinqs, dated 10th January 1888, N ]

two heads ‘“value of treeg and “‘rent op leases of usufruct of treeg and minor progdyee > T

for the former item is pot liable to cesses and 18 moreover not realigghe by coercive
Process under Act IT of 1864 ang shonld not, therefore, be merged with the rent of
trees and minor produce in village account No, 16. g !

~In village aceount No. 15, the uumbers on the foi]g with reference to which the
eollections of forest revenue are made shonld be Boted at foot together with parti-
culars, where ascertainahle from the foils, of dmounts realised by the gale of (a) timber,
(8) firewood and charcoal, (e) bamboos, () grazing anq fodder grass ang (e) other
minor produce,

xercised by the Tuabsildar with the help of the entries in the -
. 6. :

#
|
{
i

The totals of the Postings made from these aceounts iy the taluk cagh chitta

should be submitted to the District Forest-officer for information at the end of every

month,

10. Under the ahove Procedure, the monthly and the aunual demand, collection
and balance of forest revenue realiged by Revenue officers will be completely recorded
in the village aceounts, But, at the end of the year, the Tahsildar wij) have to see
that the entire demang and collectiong of forest revenuq have been fy] Yy and correetly
brought to account by the village officers and thig eqp only be done by tabulating the
amounts due according to the counterfoil hooks gnq Pposting the same the talyk
accounts Nos. 11, 12 ang 15 and by comparing the demand anq colleetions recorded ip

taluk No. 15 with those shown in fhe corresponding village aceount (No. 14), ¢ on
the eompletion of the Comparison anq reconciliation of the village and ta]) annual

o —

= .V_.a'.“-‘“_r' s . )
- o

fagteie NI Lo MESRERE e i £ G

demand, eollection ang balance aceoynig (Nos. 14 anq 15), it is founq that there are

Y excess collections of land revenye to the credit of persong from whom any foregt
revenue is due, the lecessary transfers should be magde from the former to the latter
head in the treasury accounts (the same being intimated simu.ltaneously to the
Distriet Foreet-oﬂicer) and the balances in village account No, ]4 and talyk ‘aceount
No. 15 corrected accordingly. :

No. 15 should also b submitted to ¢hg District Forest-officer fop informatiqn,
11. The above instructions, which shoulfi be given effoot to from fag)j 1307, are

(True Copy and Extract,)

' Toall Colleotors (Divisional officers, Tahsildars, District
Forest-offioers and Deputy Tahsildars).
» Conservators of Forests. :
» the Secretary to Goverument, Revenye Department,
» the Sottlement Department,
» the Land Revenye Beotion,

Exd, p, Boetharam,

| 43
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