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Recording with remarks,
Government, Public Works Dep
on Famine Relief Esti
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gineer and Secretary to
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No. 486, REVENCUE, ofru Juxe 1897.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

1 the 1on’ble Colonel D. M, CAMPBELL, R.E.,
0f(')no‘l\‘lmcgn'lcf(fx%oznfc{ms‘;cr::tary to Government, Public Works Depart.
C’hmtf n(i’lII M. WINTERBOTIIAM, Fsq., Third Member, Board of
ir‘l::e;:; to tho Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Madras,
dated Camp Salem, 5th June 1897, No. B.

Reap—th

2 dated May 25th, 1307, and in
i > to G. O. Revenue, No. 382, | .
t'.\vmtliolx‘lef)hfreonuc: letter A, dated June 4th, 1897, we have the honor to submit
inua : un 4th, 1897, wo
:ﬁf tollowing report regarding the Coimbatore District:
o ' ‘ '
1. General condition of the District.—The Collector, Mr. Bradley, from whom
'n.‘form;tion has, of necessity, beon chicfly <1crn’¢i(ll, hz:i been mt Ltllm District
Dhrer ‘ f k 'ill" ita weil. })I‘L‘S(‘l\ 1ere iare no
- d has tho advantagoe of knowing _ ‘ are n
e y??lrlss’tf:;s anywhere. Un tﬂo contrary prospects are decidedly Umm“'lfﬂrmlﬁ'.
iguts;e'xr’s harvests were good. Barly showers have been general and above the
as LY (&
average almost everywhere.

Rainfull.—The following statement shows the rainfall from April Istup to
May 31st, as compared with the average i— o

Rainfull from

H Apnl Iat o Averago. Rydanns,
Stations. May Blet,
Inches. Inches. lnvlul-'wl."

Kollegaal oot oY bY: :\_ t ‘m '.\'h\‘ te

olleaal ... e oo o . N X Ve,
Gopichettipalayum o ™ oo g 9 a3 4+ 2494
Sutynmungalam e oo vee o o Y N "
i":huw{uui e o o ::: 783 Jyg% 1- :K’ ‘l')'
LUrode res see e v ".)' O R 212
i‘\eruudurm o voe oo : Q‘; ) i }L:
carur ... v vos hY 159 '
Aravakurichi - s -:: ‘-:'-: ‘.; ::'6 T o3
Dharapuram vs o v et 57 — v
Kangnyswm o s 457 aoh + 1al
l;a:lh‘u‘ilx;;ni... o " 61 4'4:; i :)(;;
Avanasin... . oo "0 o
Counbatore . an o | ‘197‘ 34 ‘ + 113 .
;\Icltn‘vuluynm o o oy <o "0 ‘ JE
Poiluchi ... e m v e : 7., 279 4+ 38
Udamalpet o .- 6 o

- —— e _—

. e ar AL larre and wood
The wells aro full almost everywhere, and there are unusu lly larg ur

garden crops on the ground throughout the district,

181 asturiee t . e 14 nhove the
Good stocks of straw are visible, and pasturage, thourh s .m't'\:‘. ll n u' o the
averace at this scasou. It i3 prob:nl)'m that more eotton will be pieked e adme:

all taluks as tho result of recent favorable showers.,

P A~ ~-
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9 Prices.—Prices for the week ending May 29th were as follows :—

Prices in scers of 80 tolas per rupee.

Names of Grains. N 1t S v
Phic wan ormal for carcity | Warning
This week. | Last week. the Month. rates. rates.
Rice ... 1043 1066 1310 780 10-4)
Rigi ... 19-97 1987 2780 1400 2100
Cholam 1620 16°10 2250 1200 1300
Cumbu 1861 1361 2530 1300 19-50

It will be seen that the price of all grains is well below scarcity rates.  Rice
is just at the warning rate. Ragi and Cumbu exceed the warning rate by only one
seer per rupee, and cholam by less than two seers,

3. Lzports of grain.—There is, as might be expected, a brisk export of grain
by rail. Since the middle of February, 522 lakhs of maunds have been exported as
against 1-62 lakhs imported.

4. There seems, however, no present reason to apprehend that famine else-
where will drive up prices in Coimbatore to scarcity rates. liven if the Soath.
West Monsoon should entirely fail, we believe, on the best information we have
been able to get, that there is no probability of any famine-velief works being
required in Coimbatore unless, and wuntil, the North-Last Monsoon likewise
declares itself unpropitious, say in November next,

5. Programme of Famine-Relief Works.—Turning now to the Programme of
famine relief works, we find that it includes works roughly estimated to cost 4132
lakhs, intended to furnish employment for three mouths for nearly 27 per cent. of

the population of the district (2,000,000 in round numbers accordiag to the Ucasus
of 1591).

6. Sanctioned Dstimates—The Collector has placed before us,estimites
prepared by the Local Fund Engineer and sanctioned by the District Boarl, to the
amount of Rs. 5,74,885 for the repair of roads. These estimates ave already
prepared, with a view to famine, on a more liberal scale than the circumstances of
the Local Boards would warrant, but, should famine supervene, there is room fur
collecting and stacking metal and gravel in much larger quantities than the esti-
mates provide for. listimates to the amount of Rs. 74,204 prepared by the Liocal
Fund Engineer and approved by the Collector, are also ready for the repaiv of
certain existing roade, which are not maintained by the Local Boards, and on
which no expeaditure would be incurred in ordinary years.

7. The above were the only estimates produced before us, but the Collector
informs us that there are, in the hands of the l'ahsildars, estimates to the agore-
gate amount of about eight ]akl_ls3 prepared in p.re\'ious years for‘ the pm‘posbs of
tae Famine Programme, but which have not received formal sanction.  The notics
given to the Collector of our visit was too short to el.mble h.m. to (?E)t:xxxx thesa
estimates from the Tahsildars, and we could not wait for their arrival. 'hese
estimates are all, or nearly all, of the class referred to in paragraph 9(3) of the
Famine Code, viz., for simple works usually carried out by the Revenue Depart.
ment, and only requiring rough estimates. ‘I'hey would include, chiefly, the
clearance of prickly pear from village sites, and from the banks of tanks and
channels : the improvement of village sites and village water-supply : the improve.
ment of village roads, not ordinarily maintaine I by the Local Boards.
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the Taluk Boards would be the proper {‘\lfl}t])?yt]},’(,{?z‘fzfr lth'l‘)

. . ©rs f 3 H | p ' ' v

In ordinary Y(-}"(: to the improvement of \l.llage snt](s. t,go ;c“ef worl’wrs

Sitimates o 1 rel"lt;:&, for the purpose of affording cmlp &ﬂ?o?he sanction of tht:'
estimates m'O,I)ltel)i;L debited to Famine, we apprehend. tha

. 3 0 3 >
1 the cost i3 bitc
‘(I‘r(l)(llcutor should be suflicient.

- serutinize sucly
that the Board of Rovenue caml\ot utr;dertt'ake 22132211:; Slart fo
. ’1 1¢ . . . en 10 lmo 2§
It is obvious s0 that if and whe
in detai We BUpposo : : ‘orks through the Boapd
estimates m](lldat;!,:ri]t(’lthe Co[ll[('ctol' submits a list of “fm; \\o]rl\s throug
ks, it will saflic S 't of funds,
works, 1t w lent with his application for an allotmen
» . )
to Governn

€ 1 ¥ ] ,‘ : los
be admitted that the number and amount of s.L]rflcrt‘i(())n::llef:q:l,;gq, cs
ot m}lgt eli'm) use is very madequate supposing m?ﬂ‘;ohbitm ‘;wd o
. di: . lat pposi 1 >
availaylo for l]xlnnl)(;'or The clearance of pncl\ly peat flolm v:] )]3 Site ,Of 1] the
relief to bo et 0; nna tanks, offers a wide ficld for txo} cmy ky ent f daming
‘ , y Al r 13 ¥l ¢
ban s qf ctlia'mllgi:trict and as the form of estimato fm'bsucI :-(x‘l:f:;c(l > of mpi(my.
i : imates can be prep; pidi
coOl“\CS ly simple, a large number of est&xnthe fan e LoDl onth rapidity.
Tho nn )b r of minor irrigation works, an
The numbe ( |
Jl lll)f)ur upon them, is remarkably small
a

i 'k tho opening of
f necessity probably the best form of rOhCEIWOItlL’Q :iﬁleq ¥ {)},e ro:ds’
P 'llkbetlno preparation of more road metal on s ‘Cstim.lt(\s 1l
relet opemt}onsf ‘rl > years.  This also is a class of woxik for w nch i n‘,e s ean
epared, Trom {1 ding i lon in the possession of 10C:
be ¢ S'“-Il)(ll)l'y wepared, from the standing lnform"]tlon ”lqcll rIn'ul and hig knowledge
b l Engis p’xs to the situation of tho quarries on e 1«“ ‘Emntd Jowedgo
o the mainedr ¢ iti f each line of communication. [o; nately, ° o
B fret condition o ifi long and intimate acquaintance with the
Fund Engineer is well qualified by a B | ntin
Dl'l trict for the preparation of estimates o :
istr
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3 1 r Irrigation

€. In the Famine Programme a sum of R's. 2,7b,(}30 l?hm'];e;?(()lrkf: rrig o

; estimates for thes : X |

orps ander (e D. leW- ’h none‘grfl lt)}:]gn prepared. The Supermtcndmg En{_l;x.

i *w of them have ev ] o¥ . ' ot g
sanctioned and fu_ : Fared. The (Lerimiendi :

: ' atisfactory re: why none o : _ bly
> ren satisfactory reasong . (e sibly !
o g“oef tho S:mjccv{roycn tank) are suitablo for famine r;_(,llcft,h:odistqucdy
restoration sidered as a means of aflording employment for b ioerenaed,

T S ot i ined that the estimates were not got ready
The Superintending Engineer explained tha . Lot g0t roady as
N 'pks were considered unsuital)]e for famire-reljc pan oy ordimry
the o g of the Famine Code only such works as would bg cxl( (,ul(,;(wmmmo ary
S.Ocuonlomld be estimated for; and ag the works entered in ltln:{ u;{:l(:nakm id
'tlmleslstll(' the sum of Rs. 2,78,030 are not such as wo;n ])o maken in
ordinary 3 it 1 i hey should not have foun: a pla
di : 18 evident that they b
ordinary years, it
Programme.

' ] ’ hich i3 Rs. 20,000
The Sanjeeviroven Project, the approximate estimate for Mncllx 18 ’xih}m?ffsir'
, ) fhovie
il t.lklz thcho months to investigate, and may then bo found to be g
Wi ¢ §
able work to undertake.

. : if worke few
"o have kept in view dvisability of massiy e relicf workers on o
10, Wo have kept 1n view the a” N .Y‘;“ date] 1th May 1897, any
laree works as proposed in G. Q, Rcuuuc,f; l(l). olh d ed. The only two larwe
arge N . are cxamined, Il
P i ct, the I'ro Jramme was care ully cn Do 1 LU
“l‘llic;h:vqln?clﬁomzlnld be sjitablo for famine-reliel are the Bhavan Reservoir Project,
wor

completed. This work. ;
numbers,
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approximate estimate Rg. 44,00,000, and the e'xteusion of the (gl
channel, estimate Rg. 6,40,000, 7 e former of these workg h
sanctioned, but the site for the dam is now being examined an(d could he decid
onin a few weeks. Tlhere is little doubt, byt that thig

lioned eventually, though it may be some years before
but if Government approve, st

one could be  bhrokey,
excavation of .the eading chanpe] Put in hanq,
suitable employment fop lar

royen Channe] Extension Prei :
not begun for vant of funds, and, under the rales, renewed sanction Jiaq to be
applied for; byt the Government of India refused to

nntil it
had been finally decideq Whether an apeg equal to that it was pro irri
could not be mope e i irri i

Reservoir, A furthep
wants of the irrigated
the additiona] 15,000
this work would make

on: but to avejq all risk
imates, we Suggest that the Super-

O Prepare estimateg for

if an establishment of g
blaced at }jg disposal for g period of two months, he wil] he able to Prepare a large
Dumber of estimates in thay time. This estapls i ]

Surveyors at Rs. 70 = 540
4 Lascarg at | 6 — 144

o Total 704
for a period of two monthg, -

This proposa] i no doubt o
employment of labour oy

railway projectg
Programme of yejjps works,
it would 00t be we]] ¢,
he possibility of starting. the Preparation
Dindigul, ‘the 8urvey of which has been

» 1 case of need, woylg employ relief & i

13.

n stock ;—
—— —
. Hammers, .
L Axes, | Bil Crow . Mamoo- Pick Ram. )
‘pwxslons- /feuing. / hooks, bars. r:;i’;zg_/ ties. l axes / merg Redaggs,
—
Coimbatore j 95 / / 852 l 6,835 / 5,695 / 4,085 / 859 /
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e No. 436, 2trn June 1897,

The tools in the Coimbutore stores were connted by the '\‘”'P‘U"imcmling
Bneineer on tho 3rd instant, an.d examined hy us on the samo day. 1 he m”m”.‘r
t cach description is sllght!y In_excess of that ordered bo be kept in stock i
o -nment Order No. 3116-W, dated September 2nd, 1893, with the exception of
iltz::,lln-caking hamumers, of which there is o delicioncy owing to some l.;wi,.,g heen
lately transferred to famine works in other circles. All the tools are serviceable,
but we would point out that the ll'lln})cl' of each (](?S(:l‘lptl()ll as laid down in the
Government Order l'qfcx'x-etl to above 1s altogether inadequate to meet the demanid
in the event of a famine.
The population of the Distric@ was, in round numbers, two millions in 1591,
Taking 20 per cent. as the maximum nnmber for whom relief works may bhe
necessary, (Iamine Code, Scctu.m 6)_ and u.hnwmg one tool for every three persons,
a stock of 134000 tools is required for Coimbatore alono,

\\

Stone hammers ., ..,4?,00(0)
Muamooties .:,(Jgo . . |
oo " Low We consider that the District stock shonld
{(IIJ,‘\L";:,::; o o 0,000 certainly bo brought up to the ficures shown in the
Sleduo hammers ... ‘:'?“ margin, which total up to rather more than half
Hand axes e OO Lo b Rttt Wo i - v w h
Badl hooks s the above figure. 0 consider that the provision
" MRS Lo : )
Iustruments for clearing prickly r of more tools is nrgent.

peur .. 4,000

Torat ...70,0)0

The Establishment in the Public Works Workshops i3 engaged day and
night in turning out hammers.  We have asked the Supermtendent to re

port the
maximuam number which he can thus manufucture daily.

If it appears that he will not be able to moot, requirements in the event of
distress extending to other districts in July, we will ascertain what supply of tools
is locally obtainable from local Firms at Madras and clsewhere, and Government
will then be in a position to judge as to the necessity of transmitting an urgent
indent to the Sceretary of State.

1L Provision of handles.—The tools in store are not provided with handles,
and we do not sce our way to recommending that a stock of wooden handlos
should be maintained.  They would be subject to attacks of white-ants and wool.
borers of sorts, and would soon become useless We think, however, that the
Collector shonld at once ascertain from his Forest Oflicer, or local contractors, how
far hie is in a position, on short notice, to obtain a suflicient number of roughly
shaped handles for hammers, mamooties and pick-axes, e should also ascertain
whence, and within what time, a suflicient supply of haskets for carrying gravel
and metal, can be got, .

15. We regard it as at present prem
to the large increaso of establishments whi
distress becoming more wide-spread.

ature to make any definite proposals ng
ch would be requisite in the event of

Orvee—2No, 486, patep 2fru Juse 1897,

The Government concurs in the opinion cxpressed
read above that estimates for petty works which are
fiocal Funds, but which are to be undertaken as
be sanctioned by Collectors and that §t will suf]
of such works through the Board of Revenue
for allotment of funds,

in para. 7 of the lotter
usually carried out from
part of the famine programme may
ice il these ollicers submit a lisg .
to Government with theip application
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2. The Chief Engineer for Irrigation will be requested i

numbers. The Consulting Engineer for Raj

whether the preparation of ballast for the railway f p i
be.reckoned on for the relief of distress. 7 Hrom g]ghat ‘0 Dindigal can

3. The appointment of 8 surveyors and 24 lascar
months recommended in para. 11, is sanctioned,

4. The Collector of Coimbatore is requested to submit g very early re
. ort
with reference to para. 14. As regards the recommendation in parg. 13,);119%0—

vernment awaits the report called for from the Board of Revenue i . 0.
daied 25th May 1897, nue n G. 0. No. 2655,

” e
8 for a period of two l EﬂlJ

0. b7

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  @G. STOKES,
) Ag. Secretary to Government,

To the Famine Commissioner.

»  Public Works Department.

»»  Public Works Department (Irrigation).
»  Public Works Department (Railways)
»»  Collector of Coimbatore.

»  Ilinancial Department.
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