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Boarp oF Revexuve (Rev. Serr., L. an. AND AGRL), 14t JaN. 1897, No. 27-A.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE

(RevexvE SeTTLEMENT, LaND RECORDS AND AGRICULTURE).

Reap—the following letter froin M.R.Ry. R. V. SRINIVASIAR Avargal, p.a., Rao

Bahadur, Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director

. of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, Madras, to the Secretary
to the Government of India, Revenue and Agricultural Department, dated
14th Janpary 1897, No. 27 :(— ‘

I am directed to submit herewith the Board’s rcport on the affected districts for

‘the month of December 1896, prepared in accordance with the instructions conveyed
‘in Goverument of India Circular No. 5-F., dated 2nd March 1892, embodied in section

48 of the Madras Famine Code (1396).

MoxtuLy FAMINE SraTEMENT A,

* For the period ending Saturday evening the 2nd January 1897,

.

Numbers on relief works on last

. Population Eestimated day of the period,
District. Area. P in Affssd population
. thousands.

f col .
of columu 4 Class A, | Class B. | Class C.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 | s
Decean. 8Q. MLS. 8Q. MLA,

Kurnool e .s .o LX] 7151* 818 981 182’7"3 .. .o 3 538
Bellary v ee  cee  oo| 5,975 200 3,278 465,600 L190 | 12,240 !
Anantapur . .e e eo| 4,886 709 3,468 466,582 . . ‘323
Cuddapah . . . . 8,731 1,272 1,667 284,482 . 1,63’1 568

: P

Total ..| 27,108 3,699 9,39¢ | 1,399,377 1,190 | 13871 4,429

« J)

Numbers on relief * Pri .. oL
works on last day . rices of principal food-grains in seers
of the period—eont. Numbers on of 80 tolas per rupee,
. s gratuitous
District. rdlicf,
Class D. Total. Rice. Ragi. Cumbu. | Cholum.
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Decoan, ‘ .
Kurnool S 3,638 |- 88 91 168 127 151
Bellary o0 oo a0 oo e 32 13,462 ¢ 1,811 94 17°8 .. 144
Anantapur .e .s .e . 11 334 26 9-3 177 145 146
Cuddapsh .o .e . . 10 - 2.209 14,574 94 176 146 142
Total . B3 19,543 6,799
® Includes 852 weavers relisved. 1‘ Includes 4,765 wesvers relieved.

Remarks.—The affected area remains almost unchanged from that alluded in the
report for November, although, within the four Deccan’ districts in which it lies, the
portions more particularly affected are becoming more clearly defined. Einco the last
report was submitted, there has been no improvement. ‘The rainfall at the end of
November has, as was anticipated, proved inadequate to bring about much change in
the affected area, but it prevented the extension of the arca affected, aud as the rain-
fall of the north-east monsoon over the whole of the southern half of the Presidency,
though late, has been copious, a fair harvest over that area has been rendered secure,
and the prospect of the in-coming of this has reacted in some measure in the affected
districts. Ordinarily prices would go on rising from December up to June, but-in this



" cattle is rather better than it ‘was.
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year, 1t is. possrble that prlces may sxmply ‘harden or even fall

The hwh prices of

November were partly. due to scarcity elsewhere ;- partly ‘to’ the long drounht over -

_extensive tracts’; partly’to scare amongst the ryots owmv to ancrent prophecles, and
partly to the combinations of the merchants '

iThe ﬁrst cause continues to act but trade has not recovered from the shock caused
by the rains of November, and export is not now'so’ strong a factor in causing a'rise
.in prices.: The second cause was greatly mxmmlsed by . the ‘copious, though- late,
-rains of November to January, in consequcnce of whrch ‘seven threatened dxstrlcts
have been removed from the danger zone., . For the same reason the third cause does
' not now operate so strongly. .. The ryots, are takmg heart, and in tarts of two dis-
tricts it is: reported that they. are’ brmgmo' some of the1r hoards of, grain for sale.
The fourth cause also is not now. so powerful as the merchants begin to think that
-it is better tosell at a high price than wait for a hlgher price whlch they may not
reahse The harvests in the four Southern and two West Coast dlStI‘lCtS are already
_coming in, and those in the seven districts saved will be comingin in March and April,
. just ‘when prices would begin to rise high above the scarcity rate. While; therefore,
1t is not safe to prophesy, there are cheering featurcs in the case Wthh Would not
have been hoped for even early in December.- C

7,209, In the affected d1stncts, the prospect of any harvest from the late sown crops is
) small but in many parts a-fair outturn from the cotton crop, which was on the ground
« when the rain alluded to fell, is now probable, but it is already being picked at least
"two months- earlier than usual :This, and.a certain amount of cultivation under
“spring channels and wells, and Some scanty harvests of the early sown crops still afford
"“some employment~for - the agricultural labourers of ‘the affected area. So far as the
¢ harvest returns of the early-sown crops have yet come in, the yield in the affected area
--has been" very poor, and large areas have been entirely lost.
 In reply to Govemment of India” telegram No. 2484, dated  18th- December,
. -a return showing the normal area of second crop was submitted. Tt is not clear for
* what" purpose the return was required, but, as a means of gauging the condition of the
aﬁected tracts, it by itself is useless,’ and, 'until ‘the results of  both first and’ second
' sowings are known, no further mformatlon can :be grven in respect to ‘the_ crops of
the current season, A IO T S L i MR TR IT : \

''3. The'November- ramfall caused some fresh' grass ‘to spr1n¢r up, but over a
’large portion of the affected area black cotton-soils prevail on which the. natural herb-
. age is ‘always scanty, whilst ‘the  ordinary . pastures .do not afford much grazing, as
" they too often consist ‘merely of arid and -stony wastes.,. The sowings made on the
-arable land may, however, produce a small amount of fodder, and the outlook for the
~*The .lesson of 1891-92 has: not been. forgotten,
" and everywhere-more strenuous efforts have been. made to save the cattle, of which
large numbers have been taken'to Mysore. : .' . .

,43

-

4. Prices during December became generally slightly cheaper, but towards the
"end of the period reported on, showed a hardening tendency. The rates quoted in
" table "A’ars those reported for: January 2nd. - ’lhe ﬂuctuatlons since the last report
are shown mthe followmo' table —ien S

L R
e § e e e e o s ‘

i

Pnces in seers of 80 tolas per rupee

l Kurnool. l}ellary. . Anantapur. (,)uddapah.'

On

- 00 ISearcity’
Januvary

- ‘| on | On "
A(')nrl_)-ecernber January Qn December January On December Qn Decernber Jannary| raton

sth |19th.| 2nd. | sth.| 19th.| 2nd, | sth. | 1oth.| 2od. | bth. | 19th.| 2nd.

Rice | .o .| 87| 88 78| 84 94| 88

" 91 9+0 0 |- 92 94 79

" Ragi: .. ..} 150] 159 158 [ 152 168 178 | 169 | 173 1777 | 170 | 17-4 176 { . 160

Cholum ..} 141] 146 151+ 1221 133 | - 144 ] 132 143 | 146 132 | 136’} 142 "-16:0
127 {iue free |ohees 1821 132 143

Cumbu .. - .. | 132 ] 124 146 | 140 145 140

St tney

O

.+ West or the Central Provinces.

e .

fv’B'o,um or REveNuE (an. Serr., L. Rns AND Aem), 14tn Jarv;' 1897, No. 27-A. 3

Jz - The rates for ‘the staple ¢‘dry ” grains on Whlch the people ch1eﬁy subsist are, it

;will be seen, at about the scarcity rate level, and, so far as is known, at these rates, it
iwould be profitable -to export the grarns——-cholum (Sorghum vulgare) and eumbu
7 (Pennisetum typhoidewm)—which are commonly used in otherparts of India, to the North-
Trade, however, appears to be very inactive, and
.. exports northwards from the Presidency have 50 far been on a small scale, Large
-stocks of grain are believed to be held by thé well-to-do ryots of the affected area,
;- which they are unwilling to part with, and the merchants are at present afraid to

. embark in importation from thie south owing to the ‘warning given by the collapse of -

prices after the rainfall of November.' ' The following table shows, as far as the inform-
, ation is available, comparative ﬁgures for the recelpts and despatches of food-grains
‘from the railway stations in the 'affected -districts during the four weeks endlng
November 28th and December 26th 1896, respectrvely — SR

S L November.‘_ o ‘ Decembor.'
District.” Railway, | — —
: : ) R‘eceipts_.‘ Despatches. | Receipts. ' | Despatches.
B Y ETER . T
o . MDS. MDs. "~ Mps. M»s.
Kurnool ;e s ' ies-:| Southern Mahratta Railway- ..} + 21,364 | ¢ 3,650 | .+ 3,774 | + 2,737
" Bl .. " ¢ | Southern Mahratta Rallway U] toeL7ee | t:3,087 1 17,289 | +: 2,671
= AR '-{ Madras Railway i . ae . 54,661 AL512 | 10,645 | 11821
P ’ (| Southern Mahratta Rallway Ceelit 1,539 | t 2,351 | .4 3,256 t 16,672
¢ ¢ 'Ananfapur e oo || Bonth Indian Railway .o -, ... . ® - , t 103.{ + ...
- . + {| Madras Railway .. e e * 46,128 4,956 | - 643101, 5,681
R I U South'[ndranRaxlway,,..‘,‘ N T e T LE88 | f 1163
Caddapah ~ 4u o Madres Bailway .. - 11" ol roaraec| oo | 13817, | - 16,973

; ;' ' ‘ Not avaxlable , a 1‘ For two weeks only

The fallmo off in the recelpts at statmns on the Madras Rallway Companye

: ' system occurred suddenly during the week ending December 5th, and was in part due

to the interruption of 'communication owing to breaches in the hne near the southern
~frontier of the Cuddapah district. Itis hoped that, in the future, the admlmstratlon
of the Southern Mahratta Rarlway may be 'more prompt in fumrshmg staust1es so far
‘as- that line is concerned,

. The people generally, throu«vbout the aﬁected area, contmue in good condltxon,
but in parts of the Bellary district the Commissioner during his inspection observed a

- number who showed ‘signs of habitual under-feeding.. To these, the, attentmn of the
Samtary Commlssmner, who' was in the district, was drawn. - That, officer is now on
* tour of inspection in the affected area. The numbcrs rnsortlng fo the relief WOI‘kB

have shown a small decrease in the month; the changes being as’ shown below :—

_Rclief workers - _" C v At kitcheus ) _‘: ] ‘ ‘Weavera .
Distri On December [ 02 On December” | | 702 | On December - | 7. OB
istrict. . | January - | Jatimary SRR January
- 5th. | 19th. |  20d. sth, | 1oth. | ‘2nd. | sth. .f 1sth | 20d
T By , ] N E N g men e . : - .‘.,,.: P ;
Kurnool .o 3,728 4,337 3,638 141 137 . 881 .. . .o
Bollary - v | 13815 | 14984 | 13462 | . 209 353 959 | 972 943 852
Anantapur . 423 600 33¢ . 63 60 26 e R .
. Cnddapﬂh .s 4,517 2,707 12,209 183 -1 | 109 .. 2,000 4,765
f'rg;al .. | 22,483 (22578 | 19,643 638 [, 72| 1182 - 972 2,943 6,617

Nk In the Kurnool distriet,a portxon of one taluk beneﬁted greatly by the Novem-
. ber rainfill and has be<nrcmovcd from the affected area; in another taluk, the coolies

j:'“ deserted the relief works at about the same time, but the reasons for this are not clear

though one was undoubtedly the distance they had to travel to and from work, and

. - []
. - '
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the Commissioner, who visited the work shortly before it was deserted, has grave
_doubts whether the desertion must not be attributed to the manner in which the work

~.was managed by the Kngineer in charge. Orders directing detailed inquiry to be
-made have been issued. 1In two other taluks works are now open, and in one of these,
the numbers have decreased, owing partly, it is reported, to some harvest work being
available. . -,

In Bellary, there has been a small decrease owing chiefly to stringent measures
having been taken to get rid of idlers, and to improved organisation ; but local inspec-
tion has shown the Commissioner that the number of works at present open is in-
adequate and orders for the opening of more works have been given. For a short time
also field work drew away some of the coolies who are now returning to the works, -

In Anantapur, there is only one work open, and the people are reported to still
find some agricultural employment in the fields. '

A In Cuddapah, in one taluk there has been a considerable decrease, owing chiefly to
the organisation of relief to weavers at their own trade ; whilst in the other two affected
taluks the decrease is believed by the Collector to be only temporary.

, 7. Orders have been issued by Government placing all works in the affected
districts under the charge of the Public Works Department, with strict instructions
to organise and carry them out according to the rules of Appendix VI to the Famine
Code, the payments being, however, arranged for by the Revenue Department. The

" transfer is now being effected, but the Public Works Department in Kurnool states
that it is unable to take over the works owing to want of establishment,

No change has been made in the regulation of wages, but the Government has.

issued strict orders that payments are to be regulated in accordance with rule 28 of the
-appendix quoted, and the fact that this rule goes beyond the provisions of section 107
or the code has been brought to its notice.

8. Kitchens have been or are being established in connection with all works for
the relief of the infirm dependants and children of workers. -

9. Relief to weavers at their own trade has been organised at Adéni in Bellary,
and at Jammalamadugu in Cuddapah.
been modelled on the lines of Appendix VII to the Madras Famine Code. '

~ 10. No gratuitous relief, other than that given in kitchens, has as yet been
found necessary, '

11. The mortality returns for N ovember last give the following results; those
for December are not yet available ;:— '

Numbt}:r of
District. : ret‘:i::;e; in Average.
November
: 1896. *
Kumool vee  ase oo AN see .os son 1)109 1’390
Bellary ... .. .. T ¥R Y4 1,374
Anantapur .,. .., e e L1104 990
Cuddapah ... ... o e eee e 1,834 2,665

In Bellary, although there is a small decrease on the whole, there was a consider-

able increase in two taluks. The fact that considerable ‘emigration to Mysore has

_taken place must not be lost sight of. This emigration in some tracts comes to

nearly one-third of the male population. These have partly gone for employment and
partly with cattle, - : '

In Anantapur, there was a decrease in the more affected portion, and the increase
elsewhere was due to cholera. .

_ 12. As to the two districts of Vizagapatam and Ganjdm regarding the condition
_ of which anxiety still continues, it may be noticed that two test works opened at the

middle of December in the latter failed to attract workers on Famime Code conditions,
and that the same result followed on applying these conditions to.a work in the former
district during the week ending January 9th. Prices, however, coutinue to be
very highin these districts,and there has been no improvement in their condition,

Emigration is, however, active, and there is still some employmeut to be had -in
‘gatkering the scanty harvests, .

The schemes adopted at these places have -

7
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Mo~tuLy Famine statement B for the period ending Saturday evening the 2nd Jannary 1897, °

l "I Numbers f&r swhon relief
Numbers for whom relief was provided - | can be provided by wurks
in programme of relief works, remaining in programme
Maximum . . 5 . ondite of report. -
number for )
whom relief
District. is estimated
N : to bhe re.
e quired in ' ) L
. case of serious Date of On large Others. Onlarge | - -
famine, programume. works. works. .
1 2 : 3 4 5 8 7
Deccan. . ) )
163,000 | 18th May 1896, 198,041 87,368 196,245 87,081
g;:l-::;l 180,000 Do, 324,615 29,888 319,332 29,709
Anantapur ., 141,800 | €th July 1896. 143,224 34,567 142,992 34,529
Cuddapah . 253,800 | 22nd May ,, -203,779 110,170 | 202,280 109,945
Total .. | 738,600 - 869,659 261,993 860,849 261,264
N . . Advances given—April 1st
Expenditure since April 1st up to the upvfontl‘;z fﬁ‘é gf thepmonth
latert day for which figures are available. under Rovenue
: suspended
beyond the
j current ofti-
L Land »Agricultu- | cial year.
oot - " Rupees omitting 000s. |Improvement| rists’ Loans| ~ ~ = = -
District. -Dateup to P ° Loans Act. Act.
which A
expenditure ;
is kuown. On relief | On gratui- |Bupees omit-/Rupees omit- [Rupees omit- -
works. tous relief. | ,ting 000s. | ting 000s. ting 000s.
8 9 ‘ 10 11 12 13
Deccan.
" Kurnoo} ev  es e | 20d Jan.1897. 17, ., 5
Bellary . .. .e Do, . 48, » 1, 2,
Anantapur .. v . Do. . 2,. * 25,
- Caddapsh . e - s Do. . 13, * 1,
' . Total .. 80, o/ 28, 2,
® Not reported.
ResoLurroN—dated 14th January 1897, No. 27-A.
Copy submitted for the information of Government.

. -+ (True Copy and Extract.) ‘ | -
3 . » . . %{/M

Secretary.

t, Revenue Depariment,
To the Secretary to Government, Re D ﬁ}y_o cogiesof tho map.

e C'c;py to all Collectors, . e .
» to the Sanitary Commigsioner. : .

el T 4
Exd, W. D’XMoss,
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