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. ~ Communicating to the Sanitary Commissioner, all Municipal Councils and the Municipal
Commiseioners of Madras, Goveroment Urder, Revenue Department, passing orders on papers .

rolating to the question of improving the registration of —- in the Madras Presidenoy.
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2 | +No. 1503 L., 5t Avcusr 1897.

GOVERNMENT OF MADERAS.

~ LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT. .

T

| Reav—the following paper:— |
G.0., No. 513, Revenue, dated st July 1897,
" Read—the following paper: — -~ ' L
:Pro'ceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlemént Land R
‘Agriculture), No. 89, dated 2nd February ‘1897,. RN cords and

, Réadf—G.O.,'No. 4:76, Revenue, dated 21st Septembei‘ 1896. o . ‘
- . Ansrract.—Passing orders ‘on papers relating to the question of i i istrati
of vital tatisfios in this Presidonoy. e WS 0T Amproving fhe tegietration

Resolution—No. 89, dated 2nd February,1897. :
Communicated to all Collectors for information and g“_idaﬁée.i : o
*-: .. 2. With reference to .paragraph 6 of the Government Order the Collectors are

- requested to furnish the Sanitary Commissioner in their B returns such information as
.+ he may require in order to enable him to carry out the orders of Government.,” "~

‘ - 3. The attention of Collectors is'drawn to paragraph 9 of the Government Order
' “and paragraph 3 of Board’s Proceedings, No.! 506, dated 30th November 1894, and
. they are requested to see that the duty of registering births and deaths is transferred
- to the village heads wherever such a course is feasible. - In - the case of large villages,
“"the work ‘should be “distributed in the manmer.indicated in paragraph 10 of the
G,overnment;.()':dér.‘.: B e AL S ST

" 4. The Board has already in its Proceedings, No. 71, dated 18th March 1895,
. issued orders with a view to ensure close attention on the part of the Divisional
" Officers, Tahsildars and :Revenue Inspectors to the ‘registration of vital statistics.
The instructions contained in paragraph 12 of the Government Order read above
régarding7the”éxamination'of the ‘registers of births and deaths by these officers

* "should be carefully attended to.” = - :
"""’ 5. With reference to paragraph 13’ (v) of the Government Order the Board
~ submits a draft notification regarding the proof of age to be furnished by candidates
"for the public service. | The'draft is merely provisional and may have to be modified
. partially or in fofo in accordance with the decision of Government on the points to be
presently noticed. In the first place, the Board is not aware of the. exact meaning
attached by Government to the expression * public service,” Z.e.,” whether it is meant

~ to comprise all or only some of the services mentioned in the notification regarding

‘re-vaccination published at page 1022 of
the Fort St. George Gazetle, dated - 4th
| September 1894. It would be better to
— co " i .- enumerate the services to which the rule
* is intended to apply. * In the draft submitted - by the Board, the rule is provisionally
limited to candidates for Government service. - , R

0. Secondly, neither the registers of births maintained in municipalities nor those
.compiled by village officers in rural areas make mention of the name of the child
" whose birth is registered, and probably could not be made to do so within a reasonable
time after birth on account of the diversity of practice obtaining in various communi-
tics as to the time of naming a new-born child. Extraneous evidence has, therefore,

G.0. No. 609, Public, dated 18th August
1894, |

]
.
?
l

- tunities of corrupti ' , ]
. birth could only-be effected by interpolating a fresh line in a different part of the
- register and, as the register would by hypothesis be from twenty to twenty-five years old, -

. - public service.who are by their own admission over twenty

.- No. 1503 L., 5TI.§_AUGUST 1897. , 3

£0 be admitted in order to establish the identity of the person producing the Vextrac_t
with the individual described im it; and the draft notification provides for the

admission of such evidence. .
7. Thirdly, as desired by Government, the notification distinguishes candidates
born within municipal towns from those born in rural tracts. So long as this distine-

tion exists, however, it is to be feared that candidates from whom certificates are

required would, in’ many cases, be tempted to deny that they were born within a
municipality, either because their real age happened to be over twenty-five, or because
the production of a certificate was for some qther.reason }nconvement to'them. Asa
partial check on this state of things, the notification provides that any such denial as
aforesaid shall be supported by a suitable declaration signed by two respectable house-
holders. The check, however, can be only partially effectual and 'is applicable only
to candidates who were born in their own ' villages or under such circumstances that
their birth would necessarily have attracted the attention of neighbours and would

. be remembered by them.

8. The defects in the proposed rules ,'n'o"ticé:d m the last paragraph would disappear
if the rules were made applicable to all candidates for the public service whether they
were born within muunicipal 'limits or in rural‘areas. - In this counection it would be

_as well perhaps to clear a misapprehension that possibly underlies the opinion expressed

in paragraph 13 (v) of the Government Order, viz., that the extension of the rule to
rural tracts would lead to the falsification of registers. Falsification would, no doubt,
have to be expected if the village officers were the custodians as well as the com-
pilers of the registers. DBut this is not.the case. : The instructions on this subject in

- the manual of village accounts require the register of births in every village to be

submitted to the taluk at the end of each fasli and to be filed i the taluk. - -
" 9."Such being the ¢ase any person’ who desires an ;extract from a birth register

* would have to apply for it at the - Taluk office; and ‘there is no reason to suppose that

taluk establishments would fail to discharge faithfully - their ‘duties in this respect;

* but supposing that, in the present connection, they would be exposed to special oppor-

on, it has'still to be remembered that the alteration of a'date of

"the chance of the interpolation escaping detection would-be.very small. Such a chance
would be still further diminished, in regard to registers subsequent to the passing of

" G.0., No. 3899, dated 30th September 1896, by the present rule which requires
, consecutive number to be prefixed to each entry of birth, : "~ " 7

. f <

- "10. The ouly real objection at present to the framing'.bf‘ai_i'ulé of universal

. applicability in regard to certificates of

. .* G.0., No. 367, dated 15th Juno 1895. - .~ : birth.is the, fact, that, under the present

orders * of Government, registers of births

. in‘rural areas are- preserved only for.twenty years and .are afterwards destroyed.
_But there would be no inconvenience in extending the- period of retention to twenty-

five years ;;and the space to be provided in the taluk records for the registers of five

. addifional years would be justified by the use made of such records by the publie, the
.. more so if the rule was extended as proposed in paragraph 11 below to school boys. No

. extracts from the register of births need be required in the case of candidates for the

-five years of age and who

" “were born in rural tracts. . Such cases are exceptional and the ‘candidates ‘would

.;’, probably . be able to produce , other evidence .of a gatisfactoxjy,character in proof of
:theirage. =, [ i A I R

"11. School boys are.'noful‘-éfér(red to in the draft notification submitted by the

‘Bodrd, _*The .application -of . the rule to them brings into .operation a different set of

conditions, and the Board considers that the Director of Public Instruction is the pra-
per. authority for working out those conditions and for framing a suitable notification.

_ A rule requiring  the production of an extract from 'the register of birth in the case
- of every-boy and girl, on. his or her first. admission to a recognized school, will, the

. Board believes, be productive of the:best results for developing and improving the

_ registration of vital statistics.
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