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Boarp oF REVENUE (SEPARATE Revenuz), No. 485, 5TH DrcEmeER 1898,

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE
' (SEPARATE Revenur).

Reap—the following Board’s Proceedings.reeording reports from the Collectors of
Géddvari, Tanjore, South Canara, Malabar, and Sea Customs, Madras,
regarding the percentage of imported packages to be examined by Customs

officers : —
Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 735, dated 25th February 1886.
” ” 11 756 'Y 27th » ’
» » o 8828 . Tth March 1896,

Reap—also letter from the Collector of Tinnevelly, No. 555, dated 13th November
1896, upon the.above.s subject and upon the proposal that all boats landing
- free cargo at private jetties should touch at the Government jetty first,

ResorrTioN—No. ‘485, dated 5th December 1896.

In paragraph 3 of G.0O., No. 782, Revenue, dated 2nd December 1895, Govern-
ment requested the Board (1) to report what action it has taken with a view to ensure
. the more frequent opening and examination of packages and (2) to lay down some rule

as to the percentage of packages to be examineg by Customs officers,

requiested to roport WI}'?t might be fixed as the percentuge of packages to be examined
by Customs officers. The proposals of the several Collectors have now been received
and are given below : —

Gédérari—Ten per cent, may be fixed as the minimum namber of packages to be -

examined.

Tinnere/ly—Ten per cent. of al] imported packages are examined at resent. The Collec-
tor propnses that 10 per cent. of froe goods and 20 per cent. of dutiagle goods should be

examined.
Suuth Canara.—Ten per cent. of packages should ordinarily be opened and examined,
Malabar—~The rule is to examine at least 5 per cent. of the packages in the case of th
consignments imported by native craft, and an undefined number of packages in the case of thos:
imported by steamers. ‘L'he Collector considers this to be sufficient.

M dras Sea Custms.—No hard and fast rule can be laid down for the examination of
packages. Yrom 2 to 10 per cent. of packages according to the description of goods should be
esamined. In the case of piece-goods which are imported in large quantities, one package should
be.opened to compare the contents with samples and one or two more to see that, they contain the
same goods as the first package opened. But a single package of merchandise should never Pass
unopened. Private packages, heavy cases of machinery and goods likely to be destroved by

exposure to light or air may be passed unopened at the discretion of the appraising officer,



2  Doarp oF REVENUE (SEPARATE Revexte), No, 485, 5ta Drceuser 1896.

3. The Board considers that 10 per cent. of the packages should ordinarily be
examined in the mofussil ports, and would accept the proposals of the Collector of
Sea Customs, Madras, for the Madras port. A register should be kept to show the

total number of packages of each description in each bill of entry and the number of
each sort opened for examination.

4. With reference to G.0., Mis. No. 258, dated 20th January 1896, the Board
begs leave to suggest that the Ceylon Government be requested to forward to the
Board copies of any export returns which may have been published during the last

two years. No returns have as yet been received with reference to the letter com-
maunicated in the Government Order above quoted.

5. With reference to the proposal to cause all boats which are landing free cargo
at Tuticorin to touch at the Government jetty for examination of their cargo, noticed
in paragraph 2 of the Board’s Proceedings printed in G.0., No. 782, Revenue, dated
2nd December 1895, the Collector now reports that it is extremely doubtful whether
in practice the rule could or would be regularly enforced, and that he is therefore not
in favour of the proposal. The Board sees no reason why this rule should not be

enforced except that without a responsible Customs Officer stationed constantly on the

pier it would delay work seriously. The Customs establishment is not strong enough
to spare an officer for the duty, so the proposal may be abandoned.

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  N. S. BRODIE,
Acting Secretary.

[> S

Assistant Secretary,

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
” Coﬂe::gry of Bea Customs, Madras.
»  Collectors of other Maritime Districts.

P1d. C. M. Thambuswamy.

PR, )




REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

1896.
Board of Bebenue

(Separate Revenue),

MADRAS.

Printed December  th,

Proceedings, No. 485, 5¢th December 1896,

Fixing the percentage of imported packages to
be examined ge Customs Officers, prescribing a
register to show the number of packages of each
sort in each bill of entry and the number opened
for examination, suggesting to Government that
the Ceylon Govemment be requested to forward
to the Bgard copies of export returns published
during the last two years and stating that the
board agrees in the opinion of the Collector of
Tinnevelly that the proposal that all boats landing
free cargo at private jetties at Tuticorin should
first touch at the Government jetty may be

abaudoned.
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