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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

Resp—the following papers:—

From Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel W. G. KING, M.B., C.X., D.P.W,, Sanitary
Commissioner for Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated
Fort St. George, 9th June 1896, No. 1134-S.

I have the honour to invite the attention of Government to the fact that dtirino
189495 there perished of anthrax in this Presidency no less than 16,123 cattle,
Instructions have doubtless been issued from time to time by the Boarg of Revenue

disease should be accomplished, by effecting their burial withog
for any purpose, or by cremation. i8 evi
more elaborate measures than are at present employed would secure that such pre
cautions are really carried out in villages.
considerable proportion of the skins of animals dead of anthrax are collected b

skin merchants for export. In confirmation of thig opinion I may state thyt careful

skins imported from India from time to time. In 1890, whilst Acting Sunitary
Commissioner I made certain inquiries on this point from municipalitics in which
the skin trade is largely carried on. [

* 31 cases with 10 deaths. found that in Vﬁmyambédi,“‘ Coonoor

. a
infection of mz;n had oceurred. hStatis'tics of this character would
of the state of registration in this Presidency only take cognizang )

form of anthrax (malignant carbuncle by whilst t)he vgry fatal f%,-ga(;]f ?c -Of the external
tion would, in all probability, be simply returned ug due to % fuyep.» Hence th
chances are that the mortality from this cayse is much greater thap .can be rfadile
ascertained. Indeed, in view of the well-recognized great vitality apd resistance Li
anthrax spores to conditions inimical to other microbes, it goes without s Eno that in
a country where this disease 13 endemie considerable risk is incurred by hu);nac;] i)einns
brouglt by accident or duty in contact with skins prepared for syle, ©

2. In the case of municipalities, this fact i recognized by the lay
places in which skins are stored should be subject to license, thus Jegy
cipal authorities to insist that the trade shall be conducted with sye
they may think proper.. But this leaves the question of protectiop
during transport of skins unaffected, i i i
be subject to disabilities that would affect its prosperity, and T t
propose to suggest elaborate measures to minimize risks. There
point on which I beheve. by Government simply issuing an order ¢
in the matter of precaution could be effected. * In the course of my
from time to time found in mofussil stations sking of animals pileq
intended for passengers and carried by the same trains. . The mere act
skin to place 1t 1n a train, or.the blowing of a breeze over the skin would

" Tequiring that
Ing it to Munj-
h safeguards as

herefore do not
13, however, one

tours, I have
on platforms
of moving a
be sufficient

to convey particles to which deadly anthrax spores might he attached, so as to come |

in contact with the skin, mouth or nose of Passers-by, Th

. is being so assengrs
are subjected to a definite danger. ° p ©

i

onsiderable good '

D
& 2
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bove circumstances, I respectfully advise that Government should
. 3. Ungg: ﬁf(;u?ﬁm that skins of ’animals be not collected for transport nor be
1ss1:1e ';m OZn . platformc; any part of which is intended .for the use of passengers, and
:;I;t Z(kiﬁg shall, under no circumstances, be conveyed in vans intended for receipt of

passengers’ luggage.

No. 715.
Referred to the Surgeon-General for remarks.
(By order.)

Signed) W. W. PHILLIPS
F ZOSTZJI gs]fm eGng);g B (Sig Ag. Assistant Secr;mry.
. n . M -
To the Surgeon-Genelfal.

, -Colonel D. F. BATEMAN, Acting Surgeon-General with the
FromG Osérgerzgnngoﬁadras, to the Chief Se::retary fo Government, dated Madras,

92nd July 1896, No. 321. ‘

. ter of the Sanitary Commissioner inviting the attention
With refe;‘ iﬁc:hgolggse]ﬁortahty from ant{Jrux during 1894-95, and requesting
of Governmte}i1 circumStaIfce stated, Government be pleased to issue an order requiring
that, under ethorities not to allow skins of animals on platforms used by passengers,
the Railway auame be not conveyed in vans intended for the receipt of passengers’
and that the Srde d with your endorsement No. 715, dated the 22nd June 1896, and
luggage, for\V§ d, I have the honour to state that I called upon Brxgade-Surgeon-
herewith retu{"e [ A. M. Branfoot and Surgeon-Lieatenant-Colonels W. R. Browne
Ligurn;nts'g"ngﬁ for their views on the subject, and to state what number of cases of
an c 9. '

anthrax, malignant pustule, they had seen in Southern India.
’ » b

ing are their replies :—

2. I;r 1.13 fio:}g‘:;rgl:on-meutenant-ColoneI Branfoot states : «1I have not Scen a case

nga p v to the specific ¢ Bacillus anthrax’ in a human being in India, though
of ‘anthrax’ due cases ot the disease in both its fo.rms in horses. Iam certgunly of

I have seen Tl?n}s,kins of animals, which have been simply prepared by sun-drymg and
opinion that et- in the germs of disease such as anthrax do form a source of risk to
which may 00% ‘L ught in contact with them, though the risk does not appear to be a
human beings br té;o persons who actually handle the skins, and I think that such

Berous oneldexcipbe conveyed in vans in which passengers’ Inggage is received or be
skins eho taﬁg or be stored on platforms used by passengers.” '
allowed to stan Lieutenant-Colonel Browne states: ¢ My experience coincides with -
t of Is’l:fgg:g(? -Sul:geon-Lieutena,nt.Uolonel Branfoot in that I have not seen a case of

that of I i ‘

: ring my service in India. a
anthrax in man sdtlzlltesgi 1 ]c}:is Practice of Medicine, volume I, page 353, ¢ By far the most
« Fagge f anthrax in man is infection from the dried skins or'hal;,% of diseased
important cause ot 2 so universally accepted that though the disease in min is not, in
and this lgth or at any rate recognized (and in its internal forms it is easily
b recaution recommended by the Sanitary Comnmis.

animals’,

often me _
(%ffiilloa:ied) the two measures of p

" inently desirable.” : ‘ ‘ .
sioner seem 0 bi?elzlznanz(lolone] Sturmer states: “I have never seen a cage of
Sgrgeon' . li India, although I have met with 'many cases among animals, [
anthrax 1n man‘tlis comn’JOn among human beings, or else we should have.met with
cannot believe 1 s there is a skin factory. or tanuery near the Mount, and if persons
cases in Madras, :ffected some of them would certainly have come to the Madras
had 'beenf Of:igatment- ’Woolsortel'S’ disease is a very uncommon one in England.
hospltalf o k the Sanitary Commissioner’s advice is sound and that skins should not. .
1 c;dlizh;:ns in which passengers’ luggage is carried, and that they should not be
ﬁgprz ;iled on railway platforms where passengers congregate.
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¢ Almost as much danger is exhibited by the way bandy-loads of skinsare carried
about the Madras roads on their way to a station or tannery.”

3. I concur in the opinion of these officers. Ihave never seen a case of malignant
pustule in a human«being during my practice in Southern India, but do not doubt
that they occur, and I consider that, if the precautions suggested by the Sanitary
Commissioner could be carried out, they would diminish the chance of the disease
spreading.

No. 917.
Transferred to the Public Works (Railway) Department.

(Signed) W. W. PHILLIPS,
Ag. Assistant Secretary..

Fort St. GEORGE,
6th August 1896. .

To the Public Works (Railway) Department.

Proceédiﬁgé of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement, Land Records and
Agriculture), dated 21st October 1896, Mis. No. 51086.

Read—the following papers :—

From the Inspector-General, Civil Veferinary Department, Simla, dated 10th
September 1896, No. 1634-85 M.

1 have the honour to forward herewith a cutting from the Englkisiman, of the
3rd September 1896, relating to the occurrence of malignant carbuncle (al,lthrax)
having occurred among people at Viniyambddi, &e., and to ask if you can kindly
give me any information on the subject. As the Madras Government appears to have
had the matter before them, no doubtful particulars are forthcoming. It is presumed
that the diagnosis of the cases was made by qualified men who have probably retained
some of the tissues affected. If this be the case, I should be very glad to have a
portion of tissue for examination. May I suggest that, in cases of this kind, the
Government of Madras may te asked to avail themselves of the assistance of the
Imperial Bacteriologist in the examination of diseased tissues. * The address of the
Imperial Bacteriologist is Muktesar vid Peora Kumaon hills, Naini Tal district.

" The ¢ Englishman”, dated 3rd September 1896.

It having been brought to the notice of Government that during the past ghteen
months some 20,000 cattle have died from anthrax in the Madras Presidency, the skins
of a considerable portion of which have been sold in trade, and that fatal cases of
anthrax infection (malignant carbuncle) have occurred among people at Véniyamb4di
Gudiyéttam, Coonoor (Chingleput district, a station on the Madras Railway), and pthel,'

laces where skin merchants have their depdts, the Madras Government has issued
orders to the Railway authorities not to allow sun-dried skins of animals to be piled on
station platforms used by passengers, and to see that these skins are not conveyed in
vans intended for the reception of passengers’ luggage.

Reference thereon, dated 29th September 1896,

The extract enclosed by the Inspector-General will be forwarded to th ‘
ing Engineer for Railways with the request that he will inform the Board wiﬁogrs;elf;
have been issued in the matter, and on what information they were based.

From 1ti gi i - .
From N%l.e?z {Jzo;.su ing Engineer for Railways, Madras,‘ dated 1st October 1896,

In reply to your Reference on No. 5366, dated 29th Septemb
honour to inform you thaTt no orders have as yet been iss%:;,] g;tlfhii, L])l: ‘{e thﬁ
Municipal endorsement No. 917, dated 6th instant, submitting remarks and :epgfts

— . .. .
Py sy -

6,‘:,.:::..;.:‘

e

ol g

L. e

.carried in brake-vans.

"~
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from certain Medical officers regarding the large number of cases of mortality from
anthrax during 1894-95 has been forwarded to the Agents of the Railway Adminis-
tration for remarks.

A——

From the same officer, dated 17th October 1896, Np. 3278, returning the
cutting from the Englishman of 3rd September 1896 relating to the occurrence of

malignant carbuncle at Véniyambédi.

Resolution—dated 21st October 1896, Mis. No. 5106,

The letter from the Tnspector-General, Civil Veteripary Department, will be
submitted to Government for co'nsid.eration .and orders, .Wlth reference to the corre-
spondence referred to by the Consulting Engineer for Railways.

(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed)  R. V. SRINIVASIAR,

Secretary.

Rovenue Department,

ont
To the Seoretary to Government, with the extract from the Englishman,

Endorsement R. No. 2103.

Transferred to the Public Works Department.

(Signed) ~ LIONEL DAVIDSON,

Forr St. GEORGE, Ag. Under Secy. to GQovt.

12tk November 1896.

To the Public Works Department (Railway Branch).

. t. South Indian Railway, to the Con_sulting Engineer for
Lettcﬁ:ﬁ(ivn;vtslﬁlﬁizz,’dated 28th September 1896, No. 895.

ndorsement No. 7468, dated 11th August 1896, I have
£ reports furnished to me by the Traffic Manager and
the questloxi1 of the propagation of anthgax by the

1 I oor platforms, or their ecarriage in passenger brake-vans.
stacking Ofl hldesh(.)gesp a:szlilﬁzaﬁed on the goods shed loading banks, and are mot
On this railway Il The procedure has, however, not been introduced with a view
ding against anthrax infection, but simply on account of the objectionable
1l of dried “kins. The Superintending Physician points out that the treatment to
sme Ok' are subjected before being tendered for railway transport renders them
which skins e tha% no danger to the public would result by their being handled
innocuous, a latforms or carried in brake-vans. Under these circumstances there
on passe:gzz go necessity for the proposed legislation in respect to skins so far as
appfars ((’) ompanies are concerned. 1f any preventative measures are required they
:E:u‘i‘:?ybe intI; oduced to regulate the handling and treatment of animals and skins

while they are in the infectious stage.

With reference to your €
the honour to forward copies 0
the Superintending Physician on

of guar

EncrosurE to above.
from the Superintending Physician, South Indian Railway, Trichino-
Copy oi) gl;?ttig zhe Agent, South Ilaldlan R%ﬂway, dated lst Septem’ber 1846,

No. A/2747-119.

[Animals and skins not to be allowed on passenger platforms or conveyed in
passenger brake-vans. ]

Your letter No. 14245-156 of 14th August 1896.
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PP o

probl%lig.’ml?{fl;h(‘;Vi]?.lllosflfee(;ince to anthrax should not be a difficult public health
Sircamstances of it 88.We possess of this cattle-disease especiully as to the
completod in the ‘; iz_ommumcablhty to man was arrived at. and 1 miOh{ even 8ay),
et n d? rlleil;i years of the last decade, Spear (‘-,reenﬁeld and Klein in
and 1883 have d(:zallctaw(i)thct?lret;;zfr?lol‘x? l'tnmen;Bgard for t’he eare 1850, 1880, 13
hides i . : story of the discase. ]
S e f ko o e T SOy Gl 1 e
/ 1ol th an, w iseas
on wools and hides, is concerned (and this form of 332;}: {1;: l;,}?: gfxl(;rlscfx?;eo?r?mb;gft?

ance with refe .
wools and hj(ﬁ? Cfnt%;(izrgroposed ruling quoted above) intimate handling of infected
255 Wwhere the simplest requirements of cleanliness and

ventilation are not met, is re d

accidental imi ’ quired to produce the q; ase i ‘

of taking t%zoénizgsi z‘:‘:;i‘;’;zzgg;};ngffcte% wool or E&Z ilsl;] c?x?;'m;}i:’ Sles (::h?:cz:
o . prove o g o o o o o o

e e e e .’/a
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Letter from the Agent and Manager, Madras Raﬂway, to the Consulting KEngi-
neer for Railways, Madras, dated 9th October 1896, No. 9507-8S8.

With reference to your endorsement No. 2465 of the 11th August last on letter
from the Acting Surgeon-General with the Government of Madras, I have the honour
to inform you that our rules at present probibit ,the Joading of skins in brake or bag-
gage vans, the only vehicles in which passengers’ luggage is carried. .

3 A large proportion of our skin traffic is carried in small consignments in' road
goods wagons, and these at road-side stations are necessarily loaded and unloaded on
3 " To refuse to receive skins except in large enough consign-

oer platforms. A
- the passenger p gon load would, the Acting Traffic Manager considers, ruin

a full wa
ﬁinitsd?sg;k‘:hich is in the hands of numerous petty dealers all over the country, and

would have a most serious effect on the company’s revenue. ‘
Orders can be issued (it is,in fact, the present practice) that all skins must be
“placed in the goods shed where one exists, or 1n the road goods room where there is
P ds shed, and not allowed to remain on the platform except for the time actually
no gooads ' but it is difficult to see that anything further can

known ici : .
Ingt(]a:;n;;ifc:o:flaacflnus fthracis and ity epores. ding or unloading;
i 2 e e o or H R . .
reported numbers of dea?h:rﬁ-ﬁgog on the subject, it i difficult to explain the large ¢ ﬁecgssmy:ﬁg ltolfe rigk of infection while the skins are in railway custody must be
the natural history of the disease mm]f of enthrax. = But aided by what we know o . 1?1113’83 as pointed out in the Surgeon-General’s letter than while they are being
if we assume the chief suffererg to be ofet}lllablfi's of the people, we cannot be far wrong ‘;.;:fe d through the towns. . . . o o
trade is to slaughter- animals or gkip carcasee: asses who .eat carrion and those whose Inquiries have been made as to the practice on other railways and it is found to
with Itl;]e skins before it is finally ready tor tr;u;e’ 1,3 ;?gze who are brought into contact agree lil;l all zespects with our OWI. . R : .
ave never seen skins stacked e ' —_
brake-vans. I do not thi £d on passenger platforms : er , : o ' ' : :
ever done, I do not thin]tu:aiyﬂfeﬁ I;al:lv;er oceasion to do go, (X‘nStogii ilfn 35:;“:'%1.9 it fr(;m the Agent, South Indian Railway, to the Consulting Engineer for
_But the smell from skins i3 'ip mol:‘ta g rred by the public. te elgailwa}'S, Madras, dated 11th November 1896, No. 1046. |
I think it desirable to follow the Surge;n_cas °8 very objectionable, and for this reason ¢ letter No. 3231, dated 13th October 1896, I have the honour to
I should like to see a similar ruli eneral’s counsel, . " , nrep y }ﬁotyqustances may have occurred where small consignments of skins
Finally, T would suggest that & lfng Passed with reference to traffic in salt-fish i inform dy(:; 20:(1 ltI:-aiﬁc were dealt with on passenger platforms. . I do not think,
:lg'lcﬁzfzre 1:vith the trade ato that Stagg g;eltmx?;l ;-ulmg 18 brought into force that would ! llilo‘;:f):iir, that the cases have been numerous. . Coae ,
Board z; Aagigggftlgew}slﬁzﬁly ﬁuld correspond 'foltth};ai':gegz mtl}; raiway : ar;l i;lst; ‘ T
: Lid be established - ary Department of 1 g :
menaces the public health, is dealt with ;nadéo ;ftJr otlil:; 8 Frocess such as this, which ; No. 4315 C.
‘ | 10 1ts earlier stages. . foregoing correspondence are forwarded to the Local and Municipal
., | T D Cto Plftoi’gllf rgggence to its endorsemints 1\?&191:, daé’;d it}:}lltfugu“ kli}?ﬁé
Cory of a letter No. A. 8078— cpartme ted 12th November 1896 (herewith returned), with the remark tha
Manage‘rg to§h1347 dated 25¢h September 189 Traffic and R. No. Qloférdﬁeiessary to issue any orders to the Railway Companies.
) e Agent, South I 4 , from the Tra it does not app )
[Animals and skins not to be allowed 1an Railway ’ (Signed)  F. 0]} FJOW;I:S'ER’J
.o . S Owed on . ‘ , . Jownt Secretary.
Your N 142L45 17 brake-vans.]passenge’ Platforms or in passenger 918t November 1596 ' ‘ d ) y
0. -1707 of 8th in ‘ to Government, N
stant, , To the Becretary 0Local and Municipal DePa‘tmeét' o f C’\ ]
— ) Ut

~——

- ' scomber 1896,
. No. 2427 L., dated 19th Decem | |
Ozrper—No. ’ the Public Works Department read above will be commu-

f \
n'c:alt;r(;l 209?1(11: Igzﬁx?ﬁz?xfyOCOmmissioner and the Revenue Deparfment.
1 ’ ' ‘.

. < E . N and o . ’ BT
is necessary for dealing with thig traffie es g?ﬁ of opinion that no special provision @ ~-""" v
, e pecially in the absence of danger so far 28 3

(Trué Extraét.)

were then given that they were to 1 @ usually ¢ . , . i
. € unlo ¥ dealt with, and instructions ‘ o< ~ -
I am not aw ;"e that any further comPlaintZ(f:v:zi;he §°°d8 shed louding banks, and L Secretary fo Gorernment.
~ Asarule consignments of gk e been mage, ‘.
or in tranship wagons, and I have';eare usnally forwarded ip covered goods as loads

bowever, no order at present prohibitir‘: °r scen them carried in brak ; .
. . S rake-vans. @ 18 \ »
order for dealing with this traffic o theg ﬁlaldms’ a;ui)l .;mderstand t.hatet;eresis nTOI:;Jreciai .
\dl way. ”

I return the Superintending Phyg;o:
sician’
’ ‘CIan 8 letter herewith, Exd, C. M. Thambaswamy.

To the Revenue Dopartment.

’ Public Works Department.
Surgeon-Genersl. | ‘
Sanitary Commissioner.

| | 6-71/
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