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Submitting to Government, with remarks, the statement of consumption of country spirits l

and of locally-made foreign spirits in the several Excise tracts of the Madras Presidency in and ;
" up to the month of May 1897, | . : ’
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2 Boarp or REVENTE (SzparatE Revexvs), No. 264, Sma Juiy 1897.
g

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE
(SePARATE REVENTE).

ResoruTion—No. 264, dated 5th July 1897.

The Board begs to submit to Government, with the following remarks, a statement
showing the consumption of country spirits and of locally-made foreign spirits in the
ceveral Excise tracts of the Madras |Presidency in and up to the month of May
1897.

COUNTRY SPIRITS.

~.. 2. Compared with the corresponding period of last year, there has been, in the
Excise tracts of the Presidency, a net decrease in consumption of 10,172 proof-gallons,
or about 6-4 per cent., of which, however, about 2,000 gallons will be covered by con-
sumption in the Chingleput district, the return for which has not yet been received.
The following explanations are offered by the Collectors for the variations in the

. « .. several districts;,
N

. A = -

3, Nellore—The increase 18 f‘e\ported to be due to the extension of the Indepen-
dent shop system which has now been a year in forceand the Bezwada-Madras
Eailway works now in progress.

4. North Arcol and Tanjore—The increase is attributed to the cheapness of
arrack.

5. Trichinopoly.—The increase is ascribed to the rise in the selling price of toddy
consequent on the rate of tree-tax being higher this year than in the previous year.

6. Madura, Tinnevelly and Coimbatore—The increase is attributed to the
*avourable character of the season. <

7. Salem.—The,\inc;eage is reported to be due to the greater facilities afforded

-

by the opening of a larger number of wholesale dep6ts than in the previous year.

8. Ganjim, Vizagapatam, Kistna, Anantapur, Bellary, Madras town (including
the outside shops) and South Canara.~—The decrease in these districts is attributed to
the unfavourables state of the season. In Ganjdm it is also said to be due to the
closure of certain shops; and in Anantapur and Madras town to the cheapness of
toddy. AN . -

9. Cuddapah and Malabar.—The variations in these districts bave not been ex-
plained by the Collectors.

10. The variations in the other tracts from which reports have been received are .

small and call for no remarks.
FoRRIGN SPIRITS.

" 11. The total quantity of locally-made foreign spirits issued up to the month under
review amounted to 3,014 proof-gallons, against 2,184 in 1896-97, being an increase of
830 proof-gallons or a little above 38 per cent. The variations in the several districts

are explained below. . . A ‘

12. Ganjém.—The decrease is attributed to low prices of arrack owing to keen
competition among the renters.

13. Anantapur.—The decrease is reported to be due to there being no demand
for foreign spirits. ‘ : .

14. Bollary.—The decrease is ascribed to the unfavourable character of the
season, N
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15. Madras.—The increase has not been explained by the Deputy Commissioner,
Central division.

16. Trichinopoly.—The figures shown against this distriet in columns 7 and 8 of
the appendix represent the quantity of raisin wine manufactured by the J esuit Mission
at Trichinopoly under the sanction accorded in G.0., No. 44438, dated 12th August
1891. The decrease is slight compared with the previous year. *

17. Coimbatore.—The issues made to this district are reported to be due to the
purchases made by the Erode tavern-keeper.

18. The Nilgiris.—The increase is attributed to a growing preference for foreign
liquor as compared with country liquor. There has, however, been no decrease in the
consumption of the latter. : ’

" 19. The variations in the other districts are small and call for no remarks.
.- e . '

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  N. S. BRODIE,
Acting Secretary.

"+ (True Copy.) | 2

Assistant Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Keveaue Department.
. all Collectors. : . ' :
,» the Deputy Commissiouer, Central Division. ' ‘
Copy to other Deputy Commissioners.
" all Assistant Commissioners. »
» the ITuspector, Madras Town Circle. )

Ezd. Bhaik Kario.
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