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24th May 1307,
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Sir,

The very larpge interests at stake in the matter

» .

Al

‘induce me to lay before the Secrstary of State the following

* . £y b e
§ e A g et

. . '-, ‘ ‘a
FURTHER ]?1&1313135& \t practical suggestion as to the manner in wikich the reform
- 3 ° R . .
P - red np E R el CY=% 04 ~ Ara3 e e b 3 3 ¥ RN T
0., No. Department. Date. S of the system of land revemuc administration in Madras H
v . that I have been urging for the last four years may be ‘
“ . ) * :
> % commenosed without any abrupt or untimely interference S
T N . . . . :
<ﬁ to. -with things as they are at presente The magnitude of the . )

~operations required in order to effect uthoroughreform is

v E' probably sufficient to account "for the hesitation of .the |
5 . ;
4 . . . ‘

' Madras authorities in undertaking it, after due allowance

Has been mads for the dislike of the local Officers to

see uprooted a system to which from iong usaze they have

Y Al + 0y S P S I

‘become accustomed, and the evils of which can only be

appreciated by an unprejudiced eve looking at them from

the outsides It is evident, too, from sundry expressions

‘e

LR

that have been allowed to slip from the pens of the Madras
Government and the Board of Revenﬁe in thejcourse-of the
correspondence, that the fears of rreat disturbance in

the conduct of arfairs snifor & suiden and larze dimimition

fx in the land revemue have had their effect on the minds of

s those authorities in opposing my views, and these I hope '

.

to dispele It will boe remembered that although the Board |

. \ of Revermie, with at all events the taeit endorsemant of
' . 3 . Y 9
the Governor in Council, have descended to throw the blame

of the non-success of the svstem not on its own

deficiencies but on the Colleetors and their subordinates

who have administered it, the real truth, that thoe method
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" the Secretary of State w111 by this time have d1scovereq

of asséssgent of lands by the Revenue Surveylies at the.
bottom of the miéchief, has been fully c“nowleige hy Mre
Clark, thn Exccutive Offlcerat present responsible for
survey Qperations in Madras, almost in the precise terms
that I have used in commenting on the state of ma*ters.
This‘fact contains in itself the seed of good prOW1se for
the futufe, which I have no doubt will, if properly
cultivétéd, lead to a wholesome growthe He has apparently
an open mind, and is not tied dowvn to the superstition

not uncommon to subordinate Ipilan oxplcials vho have not
the opportupity of‘looking at matters from a broad poirt
of view, that what has been done in their owﬂ Presfiency
must be the beste I have heard that this vefy objection
has been raised to my own endeavdurs to:bring the question
forvard, ani it has been qaii that T only wished as a

Bombay Offlce" to Pind fault with Madras, -hut I trust that

that @y efforts have been dictated by a far higher motive.

The one great encouraging factor those who desire reform
have in their favour.is that there is a lafge field to
work upon, for the Madras vaernment have ackrnowledged
there are six.million acres of aréble'wdsto land in the
Pre31d°ncv. These could all be re-assessed on & proper
system. As this would have to be done gradually, a single
year's eyporlence at a cowparatlvely trifling cost would
show how far the adoption of the Bombay system vould tend
to induece the taking up of the waste iand'for cultivation
andlead to an increase of the land reveﬁue. |

Let a commencement on a small scale be madé in the waste
lands in the Madras Collectorates bordering on Belghm and
Dharvar, or districts similarly situated to Bijapur and
Sholapur, in Rombay, where the two systems could be seen

working



0

. out for a time for the purpose. *

workiﬁg side»by.side, by the heéd of the Madras Survey
with an expefienced Bémbay Officere I would mysélf go
,z’gecretary of State
e

would accepF my serv1cesi\\\gﬁwyf
The two together would very soon come to an understanding
as to what changes could be carried out without in any way
1nterfering for the present with the leuting oystem, and
at .a minirmm cost, inasmuch as the existing revemue WOuld
not be affected to the extent of a single Ruﬁee. In no
other way can a satidfactory coneclusion be arrlved at.
In'this way the actual classiflcatlon of the soil and tbe
assessment of fielas woulu be examined on the spot, with
probably to a great- extent the evidence of standinb crops
to enable the two Offlcers to form a judgment on the
working of both systemse
Such a reliable joint refort would theh be furnished.aé
would enable the Government and ‘the Secretary of State to
come to a decis@op as to what should be ﬁone to do away
withr fhe ﬁecessit& for evieting over 10,000 tenan?s gvery
year for default in payment of the land revenue, in
addition to putting a stop to the system of issuing demand
notieces by the million, and putting the ryots to the extra
expense of 'interest on overdue instalmenxs-and the cost of
notices of various kinds served broadcaste

' I have, &c., '

v . (Sds) Ae Rogers,

.
.

. 38, Clanricarde Gardens,
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'LONDON. .24th JUNE 1897,

To HIS EXCELLENCY THE HONOURABLE THE GOVERNOR

From Mr. Rogers, dated 24th May.
To Mr. Rogers, dated 2lst Juns

e
EAL

PERY

IN COUNCIL FORT ST.

GEORGE.

Sir,

..AIn continuation of my Despatch in
this Department No. 5, dated 27th May
1897, 1 forward Qerewith cory of
furthsr papers noted in the margin
respecting Mr. Rogers criticisms uron
the Land Revenue Administration in
vour Presidency.

I have the honour to Qe,

Sir,

' Your most obedient humble Servant,

6cwq¢ (ZEC 21.(./[(‘01.
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