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it has become nece

" it must be at the temperature of 62 degrees,

_the Railway Companies, and 1n no instance is the oil measure

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
FINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT.

) ' Dated 24th April 1397. .

From—C. C. CaupBELL, Esq. Manager, Standard 0il Company of New York, 32, Dalhousie

Square, South, .
To—]. F. FiNLaY,Esq, L. C. S, M. A., Secretary to the Government of India, Department of

Finance and Commerce.

SOME time ago, we made representation objecting to the practice .at Calcutta of
assessing the import duty on cases of kerosine oil at 8% imperial gallons per case
of two cans, on the ground that the cases do not hold this quantity of oil, and requested
that the duty be assessed either at 8 imperial gallons per case, or the actual quantity of
oil contained in the cases be ascertained. _
the Government issued orders that in future the duty should be
based on actual measurement, which was very satisfactory to us, as we did not at the time
expect that the Collector of Customs would interpret this order [to mean)] that he [should]
endeavor to ascertain the quantity by measuring the oil out into a gallon-measure without
regard to temperature. " his, however, is being done, and we beg most respectfully to

enter our urgent protest against same. .

It is a well-known fact that temperature affects kerosine oil to such an extent that
ssary to adopt commercial rules for correctly ascertaining the quantity
of any package, and these rulses have been accepted by the -Chambers of Commerce and
Commercial Bodies in the Busmess Centres of the entire world. :

0il is bought and sold by weight, and not by measure, but if measurement be desired,
ter . the definition of an imperial gallon being
« A measure containing ten pounds, avoirdupois weight, of distilled water at the tempera-
ture of 62 degrees Fahrenheit.” . ’

To overcome the difficulty of measuring the quantityat the stated temperature of

62 degrees Fahrenheit, instruments have been perfected, and rules for using same laid
down by such authorities as Mr. Boverton Redwood, Sir Frederick Abel, and others.

The gravity of the oil is discovered by using an hydrometef, which shows the number

of pounds of that particular oil contained in an imperial gallon, and if the net weight of
ive the contents of the

the package be d.'\vided by this number of pounds, it will correctly g
package. By this method 1,000, 10,000 or a lakh of cases can be treated as correctly as

one—a very much simpler, more correct, and easier method than by measurement.”
Boverton Redwood on the subject, which we

After due consideration,

We attach hereto a letter from Mr.
think bears out our views of the matter.

We sell thousands of casks of batching oil to the jute mills, and lubricating oils to
4, but is invariably sold by
d to measure the Oil, we would get a diderent result according
r, that the measurement was made. A gallon
t is for this very reason that rules,

the commerce of all countries under

weight. If we endeavore
to the time of day, or the season of the yea
in Calcutta would nof be a gallon in Darjeeling, and i
as I have cited above, have been laid down to'govern

all conditions.

This variation in bulk from temperature is gr
oil, and is greater accordidg to the quality of the oil; that is to say, our best g-ade of oil

« Water-White 150° test” expands much more quickly than our cheaper grades, and our
.cheaper grades expand much more than the still inferior grades of Russian oil. Tkis
being the case, we, the Importers of American oil, are now ina worse position than 'we
were before the Government issued the order to measure the oil, for the simple reason

that before, all cases, either of Russian or American oil, were
(the importers of Russian oil) stffered alike, but

eater in kerosine oil than in any otker

gallons, when we and our competitors
do, and although all the cases of kerosine oil

now we suffer much more than they
imported into India really hold the same number of gallons, oar cases show, under your

method of ascertaining the contents, a larger quantity of oil than any of the others, and a
larger duty is collected therefrom to the special detriment of our business.

The customs duty is ‘‘one anna per imperial gallon” and duty is now being collected
from us upon a measure of oil as a gallon, which we are not able ta sell or deliver to our

* customers as a gallon.

The writer laid this matter before the Hoaourable M
Chamber of Commerce, who offered to take it up on our
land, but as we were under the impression that it was on

r. Playfair, President of the
behalf with Sir James West-
ly necessary to convince the

made to pay upon 8% .

et~ =



S i A

[P . I
— . e s o,

.

N et T,

e A .y i s 1+

e o -
R s ey oo et & N ten

a A e =

2.

. Collector of Customs of the justness of our plea; and as we had written to London for Mr. -

Redwood’s letter, we have delayed until now taking the question up with you.

In conclusion, we would say that what we urge as to the proper method of accurately
ascertaining the contents of any package of kerosine oil will be endorsed by any practical
chemist, such as Dr. Warden or Dr. Waddell, or we can, if you- wish, obtain a more
definite opinion from Mr, Redwood.

~ We sincerely trust that this matter may have your earliest convenient attention. All
our sales are made “ To arrive,” customers taking delivery from us ex-ship, and we are in
receipt daily of complaints that they are being compelled to pay more ’duty on our oil
than upon Russian oil, and also that they made to pay more duty on the Jetter grades
than on the fnferior grades. .

This state of affairs is so manifestly incorrect, that we confidently rel ini
relief without unnecessary delay. ' y rely upon obtaining

Dated 1oth March 18g7.
From~Boverron Repwoop, Esq, 4, Bishopsgate St. Within, London,
To—W. A. Hawkixs, Esq., Secretary, Anglo-American Oil Company, Limited.
In reply to your inquiry I beg to say that in my opini i i
: t y opinion there is only one
method of stating the contents ofa package of kerosige, and that is tg deduzgtlfsr?r;tct){x);
?et wengtht ancfl gpgcg‘ﬁc %)ravxlt]y og the oil the number of gallons at the recognised standard
emperature of 60° F. - On this basis it is simply necessary to determine by ighi
er: F. ] weigh
;1;1:; :pexghﬁt:é rtal:;_atoxl Ell hthe _[iactkggoe% in pounds avoirdupois; to ascertai;x, ){>y ;%txiZlg,t;::
eci ity of the oil at 60° F.; to multiply the observed ifi i °F)
by 10, which gives the weight per imperial gallon i AR S Av M
: in pound ;
the net weight of the contents of the package l?y the we?ghtn ofS t?x‘::og:llllg: 53 aod to divide

G. C. Press, Simla.—No. 293 C, F.e=2;.6.97.~140.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. o Y
& pees

_FINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT.

STATISTICS axp COMMERCE,

Customs.

should be based on actual measurement, and that a certain number of cases of
oil in each consignment should be tested.

2. This basis of assessment was adopted upon the express representation of
importers of oil. But the Calcutta Agent of the Standard Oil Company of New
York, in his letter of the 24th April 1897, a copy of which is enclosed, objects to
the contents of kerosine oil cases being determined by measurement with-
out regard to temperature. He states that temperature affects kerosine oil to
such an extent that it has become necessary to adopt commercial rules for
correctly ascertaining the quantity of any package; that the variation in bulk
owing to climatic influences is greater in the case of kerosine oil than in that of
any other oil; and that the better grades of oil expand more quickly than the
inferior grades. He contends accordingly that the present system of measure-
ment is inaccurate and unsuitable, and that the only equitable way of measuring
the oil would be to deduce the contents of the package by means of hydro-
metric tests and calculations based on the weight of the oil and its specific gravity

at the temperature of 62° Fahrenheit.

3. It is manifest that any system applied to one description of ol would
require to be applied universally ; and as this is the only complaint that has as

et been made to the Government of India against the operation of paragraph 6 |

of the Resolution in this Department No. 4057 S.R., dated 23rd September 1896,
I am directed to enquire whether any similar protests have reached the Govern-
ment of P sl icw , from other importers or agents
for the sale of other descriptions of mineral oil, and to request that the Chambers
of Commerce may be consulted and that . the opinion of NELE forrg 17 Gzt

on the suggestions made on behalf of the  Standard Oil Company of New York

may be communicated. )
4. With reference to the Agent’s statement that oil is invariably sold by

weight and not by measure, it appears to the Government of . India that the -

ascertainment of the net weight of oil in a case or tank need involve little difficulty.
If, therefore, a levy of duty on the basis of actual weight would be more
acceptable to importers generally thana levy as at present on the basis of actual
measurement, the Government of India would be prepared to consider the possi-
bility of its substitution. And I am to ask for opinions on this suggestion also.

I have the honour to be,
SIR,

Your most obedient Servant,

A

Offg. Asst.[Secy. to the Govt. of India.

To 4
Tue SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT OF prositaas . 3
A
O Simla, the 215t Fune 1897.
" SIR, |
IN the Resolution in this Department No. 4057 S. R., dated the 23rd cre
S eptember 1896, it was decided that the assessment of mineral oil to import duty - £ e
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Proposal that customs duty on mineral cil should
be levied by weight instead of by measure-
ment, )
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