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Hospital Assistants for Famine Duty.

Passing orders on the suggestions of the Surgeon-General in regard to the withdrawal of —
from unimportant and minor dispensaries when necessary and to the offer of more liberal and
uniform terms on certain scale to private —. -
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following papers :—

G.0., Nos. 1008, 1009, Public, dated 30th Novemt,
»  » 865, Public, dated 14th Novembor 1804 ~o
»  » 217, Financial, dated Sth March 1897

——

Reap—also the following paper ;—

From Surgeon-Major-General C, SIBTHORPE, R‘C P.L, Surgeon-General with
‘R.C.P.I, - wi

the Government of Madras to th i
Ootacamund, 4th June 1 897: No. Tf)u(rj-hzlef 7Ss;acretary to Government, dated

. . Famine ¢
bring to the notice of Government the great diﬂ?iculz'g]f:l ler;e gr(;gg’ ; h]?; G;rlt;le. honoutl_' to
0 meeting

the ever-increasing demands for medica] aid from the famli)ne-stlf}i(li{en district
ricts.

2. Apart from the large staff of reserve subordi
. in
cholera duties throughout the Presidency, about 35%2%2;&2{) IZZ e'd‘t on plague and
supplied by me to various districts for famine worl, This numbe sistants have beep
the large permanent staff in each district which ig maintained at i:s]?u(iriz;;(ll abovte
cment.

3. I have since received requisitions for moy
djstricts——AnantaPur, Bellary, Cuddapah, Ganjérr?lgnlg
sible to comply with these demands under Present congd

4. Government is aware that the Provipe;

o rinecial : .
}mm_;ed and unequal to the ordinary requirementslﬁf tie: ?: ear?rtnm); dlqusal A
In view, 1 applied to Government, in my lotter, No. 141 dgt Bt AoV Ath, this -fact

: )

obtained permission to entertain private and pensioned hoqe & ioth March 1897 and

be in a ready position to cope with any increasine demand;PItal assistants so as to

state that, after repeated advertisementg I have - I regret, however, to
; ave . )

three months to secure the services of ten such me?r? gyofbiehis:blgofrur};ng th(la P?t

) ave already

resigned and the others are exhibiting a tendenc ' i
ec and t : : ¥ to follow i
and disappointing results are, in my opinion, due to various (?;llllz.es Tzlﬁ?zg; gfgglsmﬁﬁory
ses, ng them

being the very temporary character of the appointment and the inadequate rate of
rate o

remuneration allowed for the hard and ;
operations, arduous duties Connected with famine

5. The temporary men are now paid at Governm —i i
ing to the rank held by them while eI;‘fective, and if ;?fv;%(tzezangicll):;?oners’ ooord-
their standing and experience, and their travelling allowances are also reg af(iOI‘;dlng o
same prineiple. These ‘do not form sufficient inducement for men ofgu t}?ie Ion the
apply in large numbers, so that, unless a fairly liberal scale of salary is of;ei Z(Lisstlfo
prospects of obtaining any appreciable help from this direction are absolutely nj'l’ °

6. In providing the men T have already suppli i
- i , pplied I have had, in the ah
reserve hands, to withdraw hospital assistants from some small and Iesz?mssgrctigifz

charges by doubling-up appointments. I have ouly resorted to such an expedient

G . —

No. 724, Pusuic, 10t June 1897, 3

i

A i

under pressure of circumstances, and I have done so with great reluctance, but, as it is,
I have already practically exhausted the resources which even such measures place at
my disposal. The new batch of hospital ass1sfiants expected to pass out at the end
of the month will hardly suffice for the requirements already communicated to me
and which, I believe, are likely to be soon followed .by other demands. Thus it
becomes necessary to find the extra subordin_ates regulred by either offering liberal
rates of pay and allowances to private _hosp}tal ass%stants so as to .induce them to
apply in large numbers, or by_ tempqranly Wlthdrnvylng men f_rom unimportant minor
dispen;aaries both in the famine-stricken and adjoining distriects. I would reserve
the lat’er alternative as a last resort when all other attempts prove unsucecessful, as
such a step is likely to cause considerable dissatisfaction and annoyance to the popu-

“™tiors of the localities concerned. I would therefore suggest for the present the

ad\?iéability of offering better and uniform terms to private men on the following scale,
which I consider the lowest that is likely to ensure ready response :—

Per mensem.
RS,
Pﬂy .o . . .. L ) . . 60
Famineallowance when attached to a kitchen, &eo. .o - - 10
Compensation when not provided with quarters .. .. ‘e .. 5

and travelling allowance at double second-class fare by rail and 4 annas mileage when
travelling by road. The latter concession should also be admissible when they are
required to travel more than a mile from their head-quarters on inspecticn duty.

7. I hope under the new terms, if approved, to secure more men than have
bitherto’ applied, but would at the same time request permission from Government to
withdraw, when necessary, hospital assistants from minor dispensaries in any district
by temporarily closing such institutions. I apply for this permission in time, tc be
in a position to act readily when an emergency arises, as it may then be too late to
write and apply for sanction.

8. I also take this opportunity to request that the restriction laid down in G.0,,
No. 217, Financial, dated 8th March 1897, regarding the grant of famine allowance
to Government hospital assistants may be withdrawn and the allowance granted to
all hospital assistants detailed for famine duty irrespective of the nature of the
appointments from which they are transferred. This restriction has alrcady given
rise to grievances on the part of some hospital assistants and has a-prejndieiul effect
on their work—a contingency which should be avoided as .much as possible. When
on famine duty they have to do harder work and undergo more privation than when
on cholera duty or in independent charge of a minor dispensary for which they draw

an allowance.
9. Favour of very early orders is requested.

OrpErR—No. 724, Public, dated 10th June 1897.

F The Surgeon-General’s proposal to withdraw hospital assistants from minor
and unimportant dispensaries in non-famine districts, and to close these stitutions
temporarily, has alicady been approved in G.0., No, 410, Revenug, (_izxte(}‘qalst May
1897, communicated with G.O., No. 719, Pubh?, dated 9th June IMQ.;, I'e present

gent demands for medical aid shonld, in the first instance, be met from this source,
M>anwhile, in case the supply thus obtained should prove insufficient, the Surgeon-
General should invite applications from private practitioners.  With regard, however,
to the scale of pay to be offered to these, the Government considers that an advance
of 50 per cent. on the rates of pay assigned to the various classes of hospital assist-
ants in the Government service should be ample  Thus a private hospital assistant
who passed less than seven years ago'woul'd recelve Iis, 37-_8_—0 per mensem and so
on. A record of 2l applications reemgd frc private practitioners who may appear

eligible should be l.-pt in readiness against further possible contingencics,
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