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Sir QArthur Glibank  Havelork T ge WS

G.C.M.G., G. C. 1 E.

Governor of the Presidency of
Fort St. George and its dependencies

The humble Memorial of the Inhabitants, Merchants and Shipowners
of Nagore, Negapatam Taluk.
MosT RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH : |

That your Excellency’s memorialists being aware of the deep interest and
solicitude taken by your Excellency’s Governmont in promoting the prosperity of
all commercial centres, beg leave to submit the following points touching the neces-
sity of re-opening the Nagore port for foreign trade.

2. This port had of late a brisk trade with Penang, Sumatra, Ceylon and '

Ceylon in particular, and exporting cotton cloths, earthen¥ and- %n'unal bones

other places, cxtensively importing nuts from those placeytignbei‘ and fuel from
to those places.

%

A .

3. The war going on between tho people of Achien and the Hollanders has
brought about the cessation of the native vessels of your Excellency’s memorialists
going to Sumatra and the consequence is that merchandise from that island is
directly sent to Negapatam in steamers via Penang, and that those goods, nuts in
particular, are with trouble and loss transported by land in common carts from

" Negapatam to N agore for sale, a3 nuts can be sorted in Nagore alone. The mer-

chants of this place are largely engaged only in foreign trade and not so much in
coasting trade,

4. This port has always been famaus for its foreign trade. The natural
facilities and commercial prosperity of this port are evident from the letter written
by the Port Officer, Negapatam, to the Head Assistant Collector of Tanjore on the -
31lst August 1894 No. 14 and from the memorial sent by the inhabitants of Nagore
to the Government in 1894 in connection with the Negapatam-N. agore Railway
project. (Copy of which is herewith submitted). ’

5. Trade with Ceylon is carried on in this port cvery year. Some of the
merchants of this place and owners of native vesscls have no other means of liveli-
hood than trading with Ceylon. Free goods, such as earthenware and animal
bones are exported to, and timber, fucl and other miscellaneous articles are import«

_¢d from Ceylon.
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‘ 6. Your Excellency’s humble memorialists have come to understand that € &5 7F77
| our Excellency’s Government has shut this port for foreign trade. This order is l f ot T
| | " not only likely to cause great loss to their trade here, but will also impede it much. folf "‘E !

ort to Ceylon, as aforesaid, are articles of a nature that can

ts of this
e pe gradually and cannot be transported to other places by land.

S , only be stored up her
. 7. That your Excellency’s Government has sanctioned the extension of the
Qouth Indian Railway to Nagore is only owing to the fact that the Negapatam bar

R Lo : is very shallow and that the Nagore bar being deep, can afford great facilities to
‘ e . the landing and shipping of goods. This seems to be the object of the Directors of
(o]

' % v . O 5 the South Indian Railway Company also in extending their line to this place as
) iron, coal &c. they get from foreign countries can be easily and safely landed here.
, .
? U 8. Your Excellency’s humble memorialists, in conclusion, earnestly pray
] . that your Excellency’s benign Government will be pleased to take the above
AR P : sideration and order the re-opening of this

ST representations into your gracious consid : : ol
Porx)'t for foreign trade at an early date, with a view to remedy the evils anticipated

‘ and to relieve the undersigned of the hardship and distress they are subjected to
o A - by shutting this port for foreign trade.
R For which act of kindness, your Exccllency’s humble momorialists will, as
in duty bound, ever pray-
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MosT RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH:

Positiont and
natural faci-
lities of Na-

gore port.

Nagore once -

a thriving
Port.
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BisGree
Governor Of '_l‘he Presideney of

Raitway with the adjoining shhon of S(m'apatam on the South Indian RaﬂWay
M
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Tort St. Georee and Its Dependencies.

The humble Memo; ial oflhe inhabitants of Nagore
(Negapatam Municipality.)

That your Bxcelleney’s wetiorialists, Leing aware of the deep interest and
slicitude taken by your Excellency’s Government in promoting the prosperity of all
commercial centres by the extension of Railway communication, beg leave to submit

the fullowing points touching the necessity of conuecting the port of Nagore by

9. Nagorg is a seaport town just 4 miles north of the town of Negepatam,
and stands on the bauks of the river Vettar. Though ranking as a part of Negapatam
for Manicipal adminstration, it is really a big suburb, and contains a population of 16553
persois, consisting of a large proportion of ] Mulamadans. Most of the people of the
town are engaged in trade, which may be either inland or foreign according as the
{ransactions ave with places in the up-country or with foreign ports. A few are
of vessels and import merchandize either on their own account or fot commis~
The river Vettar which forms the northern boundary of the town has an  outlet

oWners
ston.

into the sea which at this place is both broad and deep forming an excellent bar. In
fact the port is naturally well” adapted  for navigation so that at all times Sloops,
Dlioneys, Doats and other native crafts may pass fully laden from’ the sea into the
river and may lie in for repaiv with greaf security. The port possesses also many
facilities for the landing and shipping of Railway materials and stores such as

plant, coal, &e.

3. Turning to the history of the port, it is a well known fact that a few years
ago, Nagore was one of the most thriving ports in the District, and its pr03peuty is
attested to by the fact of its having yielded an annual income of Rs. 3000 in Port
dues, and a Revenue of about Rs. 50000 in Import and Export duties. It carried on a
brisk trade with the Straits Settlements, Arakan, Dritish Burmah, Ceylon, Calcutta,
Tn course of time, with increase of business its

Acheen in Sumatra and other places.
only draw-hack viz: the absence of means of direct access to the port by Railway
hegan to make itself felt. 1t was this difliculty of cpeedy means of transport that
drove merchants to resort to the port of Negapatam in spite of its various natural
defects.  From that time, the trade of the port Las languished and a good miany per-
gong onee in a state of athuence or in easy cirenmstances have been reduced to pov erty
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4. Your Excellency’s memorialists have learned to their great grief and alarm
that the Government of India have accorded their sanction to a scheme for connecting
the French port of Karikal (their northern neighbour) with Peralam on the Maya.
varam-Muthupet Railway. No measure could in the opinion of your Excellency’s
humble memorialists be franght with more serious consequences to Her Majesty’s
trading subjects of Nagore and Negapatam than this project of opening up a rival port
by Railway communication. Itis the death-blow to the commercial prosperity of
these 2 British ports and will end in depriving many thousands of industrious people
of their only chance of livelihood; mor is it easy to state the extent of the loss which
will thereby accrue to the South Indian Railway and Government. Your Excellency’s
memorialists are glad that they are not alone in pointing out the evil effects of the

measure just sanctioned.

5. The effect of the scheme which your- Excellency’s memorialists have the
honor to lay before your Excellency in Council will it is hoped, go to some extent to
repair the evil already done and will arrest too large an influx of trade to that port by

* creating a diversion in favour of the British port of Nagore.

»

6. Your Excellency’s memorialists have learned that on an average about
25000 bags of betel nuts of different sorts are carried by the common carts from
Negapatam port to Nagore for selection and distribution to up-country places and
again 15000 bags of betel nuts are conveyed from Nagore to Negapatam station bound
for Panruti, Villupuram, Bangalore, Dindivanam, Madras, Bellary, &c, in the nortke
ern section of the S. 1. Ry. and 10000 bags for Tanjore, Trichinopoly, Manapparai,
Dindigal, Madura and other places in the southern section of the same Railway. It
has been also roughly estimated that about 10000 bags of other articles of commerce
such as paddy, rice, grains of all sorts, chilies, pepper, mustard seeds &c are carried by
common carts to Nagore from Negapatam Port and Railway station and Vice Versa,
If the Peralam-Karikal project becomes an accomplished fact, it is but sober truth
to add that a great bulk of this trade will be diverted to Karikal as merchants will pre-
for the easier means of transport which the scheme places at their disposal.

7. It has been calculated that aout 225 jutkas, and 313 common carts
working for hire. and 100 bandies owned by private individuals daily ply between
Nagore and Negapatam. The number of other up-country carts entering municipal
limits from the North and West of Nagore must also be very considerable seeing that
the municipality has let the toll gate for the cuirent year for Rs 8220.

8. Your Excellency’s memorialists fz¢! con®dent that the passenger taaffic
availing itself of this mode of communication wiil go to make the line remunerative.
As Nagore is a famous place of pilgrimage, it is visited every week, by about (4000)
pilgrims from all parts of the country, and during the annual Kanduri festival not less
than 100000 devotees congregate there from such distant places as Arabia, Afghanistan,
Burmah, Straits Settlements, Ceylon &e.

9. No large outlay of money, as far as your Excellency’s memorialists can see,
is likely to be incurred in the construction of the work, as the distance intended to be
traversed is only 4 miles, and, the ground is, for the most part, a uniform level plain
not crossed by rivers or channels of any kind. The land that may be required for
the purpose does not include any nunjai fields, but mainly consists of Government
waste lands or Poramboku, and there is a wide tract of such land near Nagore port to
accomodate all works that may have to be erected hereafter.
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10. Your Excellency’s memorialists respectfully begin this connection, to
invite your Bxcellency’s attention to the speceh which the Collector of Tanjore made
on a public occasion, viz; the opening of the Mayavaram-Muthupet Railway, and the
importance which that Officer evidently attaches to the opening of a line of this

description.

11. Your Excellency’s humble memorialists in conclusion, earnestly pray
that your Excellency’s Government will be pleased to take the above representation
into your gracious consideration and to direct the necessary steps to be taken for the
ning of a line from Negapatam to Nagore, with a view to remedy the evils

ope
plained of and to relieve the undersigned of a great deal of distress and hardships

com
to which they are now subjects

Tor which act of kindness, Your Fxcellency’s memorialists will as in duty

bound ever pray.
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