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H1S EXCELLENCY
THE RIGHT HONORABLE
THE GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL,
FORT SAINT GEORGE,

The Honorable The Members of

S4E,

(Land Revenue), MADRAS. P

The Humble Appeal Memorial of S. Bhaghyam Pillai, Forester, K anavoi.
patti Range, Madura District, now dismissed from service by order of the Acting Conser-
vator of Forests, Southern Circle, in his Proceedings dated 24th June 1896, confirmed by
the Board of Revenue (Land Bevenue) in its Proceedings Forest No. 1511, Miscellaneous
dated 19th November 1896, and communicated on 9th Dacember 1896.

Most Respectfully Sheweth:—

That your memorialist joined the Forest Department and was appointed
acting Range Clerk on 1st May 1888, was thence promoted acting Forester on 4th
January 1891, confirmed as Forester on 1st September 1892, and was finally put in
charge of the Range from 16th June 1894 to 6th May 1895.

9. TThat. on the latter date yonr memorialist handed over charge to one

Mr, Sreenivasa Iyengar, Dy. Ranger, who had just returned from Dehra Dun.

3. That about three months after, i e.on 26th August 1895, the said
Srinivasa Iyengar reported in R.C. No. 243 to the then District Forest Officer
Mr. Peake against your memorialist about certain irregularities said to have been al-
lowed by your memorialist in issuing cattle permits, and insinuating therein a charge .

)ﬁ embezzleraent of Government money (Vide Ex. E).
A\

4. That on the strength of this report Mr. Peake suspended your memoria-
list from 28th August 1895, without making any enquiry to ascertain the truth of the
allegations embodied in the Dy. Ranger’s report and without calling upon, your me-

morialist for any explanation whatsoever.

, 5, That no definite charges were framed, as admitted by the Conservator
himsef in his Proceedings (Exhibit L p. %) nor was your memorialist in a position to
know the nature of the charges brought against him, nor was he given any proper
opportunity at all of meeting the several charges, so much so that the two statements
and reports put in by your memorialist at different times are, at the most, random
and haphazard. )
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6. That before the final disposal of the case Mr.
as District Forest Officer to Mr. Twig, the then Distriet Co
December 1895, and all the records of the case were Lkept

Peake handed over charge
llector of Madura, on 22nd

by him (Mr. Twig) till the
were finally transferred to the Ag. Conservator of Forests on 2nd June 1896 ’

7. That the six charges mentioned in the Proceedings of the Ag. Conser~
vator were duly formulated by Mr. Twig in March 1896, but were not communicated

to your memorialist as admitted by the Conservator in his proceedings (Exhibit I,
page 4 para 3) mor any explanation called for from him, |

8. That on the transfer of records of the case to the Acting (}'onservatx;:iE

on 2nd June 1896, the Ag. Conservator in disposing of the case, while admitting that

the charge of embezzlement was not in any way supported by records, neverthles
. 2 3

ordered the dismissal of your memorialist for general carelessness and incapacity

9.. That the procedu.re adopted in the disposal of the case has througout
been most irregular and mnot at all warranted, either in la \

) i : W or by any departmental
rules, while the materials on which the Conservator proce g

| eds to dispose of this case
are too scanty to enable him to take an Impartial view.

1.  That on appeal to the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), the Board

de, f“{ A while holding that there was no connivance at, or actual commission of, fraud b
L re e 2500 FOUT memorialist, has still declined to interfere with the erder of dismis,sal passeg
) by the Conservator on the ground of carelessness of the intererts of Government and
r/r S general incapacity (Vide Exhibit M). ’

. 11.  That the so-called carelessness of Government interests and general in-
capacity solely refer to certain irregularities in issuing cattle permits in October 1824
while your memorialist was discharging the duties o |

{ Ranger f
6th May 1895. + hanger from 16th June 1894 to

‘ 12.. That in issuing cattle permits your memorialist hag only foll'owod the
practice previously in vogue in the Range,

which however the Conservato
. r find
be absolutely unauthorized; and this, if at a .

1, only proves an error of jud i
‘ ment with-
out any mala fides on the part of Your memorialist. Jg "

. 13.  That in respect of this very same irregularities in issuing cattle per
mits your memorialist has been already taken severe mnotice of and fined Rs ig'
Mr. Peake when he (Mr. Peake) spent a month in the Range in February and 1\.1 Z
1895 and made a thorough examination of it, (Vide Rvhibit A) ang ha, irc
additional warning from Mr. Cherry, the then Conservator of B:orests, :hg(: Zn
(Mr. Cherry) would suspend your memorialist and even dispence with his servi: ':
he (your memorialist) should still continue to neglect his work (Vide Ephibit B)es, 1

14.  That subsequent to the District Férest o
ary and March 1895, there is no charge of an

incapacity brought against your memorialist,

ficer’s inspection in Febru-
y irregularity or carelessness or géneral
and since both the Conservator and the
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' Board have alike disbelieved the charge of actual commission of, or connivance at,
‘ embezzlement or fraud, it is but just and equitable that the suspension of your me-
morialist which was based solely upon a presumably strong prima facie case of
embezzlement should be cancelled.

15. That out of the six charges framed, the fifth chargeis not taken notice
of either by the Board of Revenue or by the Ag. Consevoator, the third charge which
was to establish embezzlement is disbelieved both by the Conservator and the Board,

hile the other charges which are explained in the printed marginal notes to the Ag.

w
\“Lonservator’s Proceedings (Ex. L) wholly relate to transactions which once formed
the subject’s matter of asifting enquiry by Mr. Peake. And it is exceedingly hard,

not to say illegal, that a person should he punished twice over for one and the same

fault.
« 16. That in the present enquiry the Conservator seems to lay a special

stress on the charge of discrepancies between the originals and counterfoils of the

" permits issued in October 1894. In regard to these permits your memoridlist humbly
begs to submit that the originals mentioned therein have been recovered after a year
from the ryots to whom they were at first issued. These originals, it is noteworthy
were recovered at the back of your memorialist, and kept in the keeping and
custody of the Deputy Ranger, without being sent to the District Forest Office along
the original report (Ex. E), nor were they submitted to the office till after repeated
orders and reminders from the District Forest Officer, and that after many and strong
protestations from your memorialist that all those permits have been tampered with.
Hence your memorialist cannot be held responsible for any scratchings, erasures
and ipsertions to be found in those originals. On the other hand with regard to the
counterfoils your memorialist has likewise protested that Athey have been very much
interfered with, being full of scrapings and scratchings, while in the keeping of Dy.
Ranger himself, as admitted in his Demi official report dated 21-—9—95 and his letter
R. O C. No. 243 dated 29-—10—95. Besides with a view to explain these so called
discrepancies your memorialist has repeatedly applied for a copy of these permits, but
has not been supplied with any (Vide Ex. K). Further even if these discrepancies

p
G_smissal from service of your memorialist.

17. That the unfavourable reports against your memorialist from his

charge of the Range, and as such was quite new to the duties and heavy responsibilities
of a Range Officer in charge of such an extensive Range, and had to cope with these

difficculties single-handed even without the aid of any Forester.

18. Thatin conclusion your memorialist most humbly prays that Your Ex-
cellency would be graciously pleased_ie'}her to cancel the order of dismissal and res-
tore your memorialist to his permanent post of Forester, though not in independant
charge but under the supervision of a Ranger,1st hecause the charge of embezzlement

§

should be established, they cannot constitute such a serious charge as to warrant the

suporior officers mostly refer to the time when he (your memorialist) was put in’

QY

P |




4 ¥

to establish which all this enqury was set in motion has been disbelieved by the Con-

servator as well as by the Board,and 2nd because the grounds on which the order of

dismissal is based viz, carelessness and incapacity, entirely refer to transactions which
had been already completely enquired into and sufficiently dealt with by the District
Forest Officer Mr. Peake and the Gonservater Mr. Cherry;or if your memorialist’s pre-
vious record should stand in the way of his being restored to the appointment of
Forester to revert him ta his original place as Range Clerk,in which capacity he was
dmchargmg his duties to the entire satisfaction of his suporiors, since the dismissal
from serviceis qulte dlsproportlonate to the nature of the charges alleged and proved,
or if even this prayer could not be granted, at least to direct the Conservator to ac-
cept your memorialist’s resignation, since otherwise the dismissal from service would

ever remain as a blot on your memorialist and blight all his future prospects in other

walks of life and thus doom your memorialist and his family to inevitable ruin.

bound, ever pray.

- Tinnevelly gJ
3rd March 1897.

éf éé?ma%

For which act of kindness and mercy your memorialist shall,as in duty
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NOTE:=Exhibits A to N. are submitted herewith as per list enclosed.
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