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2 No. 256, Revence, 21st Arrin 1897,
REVENUE DEPARTMENT..
From
Tue Hox'sie Mr. G. STOKES, Esq., 1.C.S,,
Acting Scerctary to the Government of Madras,
Revenue Department,
To
Toe SECRETARY 10 Tur GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,
DEerPARTMENT oF REVENUE aND Acrictirers,
| Daied Ootacamund, 21st April 1897,
Sir,

I am directed to acknowledgo the receipt of Mr. Holderness's letter, dated 23nd
March 1897, No, 808—60-7 I, calling at-
Miscellaneous. tention to the statement made by the Board

of Rovenue in the monthly famine report

) for February that “owing to classification
under class C and deductions for short work, the workers on ono of the carlier-started

works had fallen into a.bad state” Tho Government of India desires to have somo
further information as to the reported detrimental results of placing relicf-workers in
class C, and enquires whether this Government accepts the statement of the Board in
this matter and, if so, what has been doue to Lring the workers on the particular
relief-work into a better condition.

2. In reply I am to state that, in the opinion of this Government, the ¢ wage is
insufficient to maintain labourers in health and strength and is unsuitable as a w?mk-
ing wage; and it is found that labourers placed in this class show signs of deterioration
after a time, those longest on works showing tho greatest falling off in condition, A
communication will shortly be addressed to the Government of India on the question
of the sufliciency of famine wages, when this question will be fully discussed.

3. With reference to the latter part of the enquiry mado by tho Government of
India, I am to say that, immediately on being satisfied of the detrimental effeets of the
C wage on relicf-workers, the Board of Revenue issued instructions to the officors in
charge of relicf-works to the effect that in no case, save for contumaey, shall fining
be allowed to reduce the wage of any relicf-worker below that of the ¢ class for more
than a week, nor to that of tho I class for more than threo days, exeept with the
sanction of the Collector or his Divisional officer; in regard to the particular work

~referred to in the report, tho Board dirceted, in addition, that for a period of one month

the wages of the wemen cinployed on it who showed the greatest signs of doterioration
should nof be allowed to fall below tho value of 2 lbs, of grain. This Government hasg

- since considered the question in connection with a detailed report made by the Sanitary

Commissioner on the suflicieney of relief wages and has decided that, having regard fo
the sections of the community who have as yet resorted to relief-works, it is against
the principle of classification adopted in the Code to place them in class C, and that

*all able-bodied persons on works should, until further orders, be placed in class A or

o

LR

--------

No. 256, RevestE, 21sT

ARSI

Arnin 1897. ) 3

class 13; it has also directed that fining shall
malingering or insubordination. T{)ns point a
scparate comuunication referred to above.

be resorted to only in clear cases of -

lso will be decalt with fully in the

I have the honour to be,

Your

£xl. T. K, Nerayana Aiyangar.

50 Copion

Sir,
most obedient servant,

(Signed)  G. STOKES,
Ag. Seccretary to Government.

-
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following letter from T. W, IIOLDERNESS, Esq., C.8,, Deputy Secre-
tary to the Government of India, Department of Revenue und A griculture
(Famine), to the Sceretary to the Government of Madras, Reveuue Depart.
ment, dated Caleutta, the 23rd March 1897, No. 898—60-7 F, :— ,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of the letter from the Board of Revenue,
No. 218, dated the 11th March 1897, submitting the report on the arca affected by
scarcity in the Madras  Presidency for the month of Fcbruary 1897.

- -~ 2. In paragraph 3 of the report it is stated that reports from the Sanitary Com-
‘ missioner go to show that “owing to classification under C elass and deductions for
short work, the workers on one of tho earlier-started works have fallen into a bad

state.” The Government of India would be glad to have some further information as

to the reported detrimental results of placing relicf-workers in class C, as the scale of

~wages fixed for this class is presumed to be sufficient to keep the labourers in good

o . health, T am to enquire whether the Madras Government accept the statement of the
P . Board in this matter, and, if so, what has been done to bring the workers on the
P particular relief-work into a botter condition. '
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Ozper—No. 255, Revenue, dated 21st April 1897, T .
‘ hhaw vy St b t‘
) - Ordered that the following reply be & ‘
el I sent to the Government of India,
’ tepun o B RETYT T PSRN oL T
(Signed)  G. STOKES, g DT
Ag. Sceretary to Government, g u - - L
V | "si mz:;i; porre. e
To the Board of Reveauo (Revenue Sottlement, Land Rocords pRae BRI

and Agriculture).

s WY T

Tl T. K, Narsyaoa Alyangar. ‘ ‘ .
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