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Revising the schedule of rates tentatively prescribed by the Board for the purpose of
caleulating royalty on mica and the form of daily account showing the quantity of mica mined
and the amount of royalty payable, and stating that separate orders will issue on the revised draft
circular relating to mica mmining submitted by the Collector of Nellore.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE

(Laxp REviNUE).

Reap—again the following Proceedings of the Board of R
Mis. No. 509, dated 10th February0189gvil_1_ue (Land Revenue),

Read—the following letter from Messrs. BEST & C
missionerso of Land Revenue, dated Madras, gﬁclt %:ﬁfuff;r%? to the Com-

With reference to the new rules for mica mining :
of the Board of Revenue, No. 436, dated 23rd N o:rréﬁgegr(i%()gsgd‘;g ';ll;‘irel’t?%;fdings
) e honour

to request you will submit the following suggesti
of the Board :— g suggestions and remarks for the consideration

Royalty.—To estimate the value of mic .
the best of its size would, we submit, be putaiifr(l); rgyaflltc{igil(l)lfse as1Sumptlon that it 1o
mica turned out, from the fact that what is known as white m"lal he on mosh of the
double the price ‘of b_rown mica, and in the smallest sizes 2" X 319? hcan casily realizo
where brown mica 13 practically worthless. We therefore sugg 28 %}lmarket value
taken into consideration in estimating the value of plates for thec,if:lsrpotse?o‘x('3 (:-10ulit o
oyalty.

Appendiz I.—Since the Proceedings i i ;

capitalists working on a larger scale to W%or?le?fnittowg)?iﬁf fﬂ)tc ({)l;ﬁr‘:;;lﬁghéi‘l.mdustry v
payment of a small royalty at the risk of losing the lease of a valual;vi o e,\’rade
;)voulddsuggest that the form sho_wing quantity of mica mined given ir(l3 ;n me,d. o1
bi 1:;;; di, ? ngonthly instead of a daily return, and that columns 13 to 17 bothggg{]u ey
bo made zco a s;;parfateil return rendered half-yearly, since it is practi,cally im os:;gf,
to obta; frofx;)]:iztz 00 f :;h? actuil rﬁsults of sales in Europe much under fourpor ﬁvz
v ipment, the public auctions only taking place about once a

Appendiz II.—The schedule of estimated values given in appendix IT is, we
]

submit, far too high. Anything under six i i
. nder square inches is of practicall i
&o;ldonelﬁiket, and even that size is valueless unless theI;nica. iz v)s’rlxlli:evalu\%m }Ehe
ggest the entire list be revised, as even the sizes for which there is most demgndeg

40 square inches—are not
ralunhion. ot worth more than about Rs. 3 per lb. at the outside

We are ready, if it should be desi i
' ! esired, to submit Londo ’ i
and account sales of mica shipped during "the past ‘twelve Iﬁoggﬁzegi :val}?c?;ml’tnhi

Board cap base their estimate f : ,
extimato for their consideration. or royalty and will also, if required, compile an

Resolution—Mis, No. §09, dated 10th February 1897.

wou&}}l)z gf:(;difii ﬁ;cgoﬁggggbto %erssr.i. Bestd&. Co, for their communication and
mit for its consideration London brokers’ i
and accounts as proposed, and also a sch 1 P
u ind al edule of estimated values arranged
:iisiief’ nz] fsi (i())lore(ih:‘md white mica. There should also be a note containigg digggtfczz
e so drawn that there will be no difficulty in checking the classifications

_and ensuring that none but inferior mica is passed on payment of the lower royalty

It seems to be doubtful whether the ne i
e ! w rules will have m : : :
direction of transferring the work to large capital]' t;:Ve uch immediate effect in the

P ——
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9 Wit]."l reference to Messrs. Best &. Co.’s remarks on appendix I, it is observed

bed to be kept for inspection ab the mine, extracts

i account prescri
that the form 18 20, © ted I%ortnio"h‘dy. It is desirable that entries should be made

ing submit . .
therefrom being s oceur, and 1t was intended that the extracts should

. which transactions s d exir
o thle dsclllt(?:v gclllle totals of the trapsactions during the fortnight. This will be made
merely ector will be asked to report whether he considers that monthly

clear, and the Ci%u
scts will sulilce.
extracts Wil SU- (True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed)  R. C. C. CARR,

Secretary.

’ "1% Messrs. Best and Co.

LIRS

Copy to the Collector of Netlore.
’ "

etter from Messrs. BEST & Co., to the Secretary to the
Commissioners of Land Revenu®, fiated Madras, 5th March 1897 :—

. ur letter, Mis. No. 509; dated 10th February 1897, we have
with r: fe:sglf)es: 0hgrf)ewith brz)kers’ reports and valuations of shipments of mica
the -honollll , (;st twelve months, a8 well as account sales for same. You will notice on
during £07 I:)f the valuations with the amounts realized in the sales, that it is a very
c‘?mpa{tlsogtter even for experienced brokers to determine. Inthe schedule of estimated
diffios IIll)mit'ced we have gone to a very great extent on the actual pricesreceived as
values Su d values are for plates tree from defects and flaws. .

9 We regret Wwe cannot submit a schedule for white mica as our actual
"y t extend to this quality, but we think it might be taken to be
worth from 60 t0 75 per cent. more than prown colored mica. At the same time we
beg to be allowed to enter a protest against any royalty being levied previous to the
actual sale of the mica, and would suggest that every shipment of mica be registered
and the account gales for same produced at or before a certain period from date of

registration, $ay six months. .

3. The roy41ty on the gold produced at the Kolar Gold Mines is paid to the credit
of the Mysore Government in London after it has been sold and it is calculated on the
actual proceeds, and we would suggest some such arrangement being made in the case
of mica. 1f necessarya deposit of Crovernment paper could be made here proportionate
to the estimated value of the royalty to be collected, and if a record was kept by the

Reap—also the fpllowing I

Customs Collector of the marks, weights, &e., of all shipments, there could be no

possibility of any evasion in payment.
Encrosure No. L.

ScaLz of estimated values of plates of mica per pound.

Value.

Six square inches and under . . N
' Per pound.
RS. A. P.
A Above 6 inches and not more than 10 0 2 0
Do. 0 » » ’ 14 0 3 0
Do. 14 » " ” 17 0 6 0
DO' 17 ”» " ” 20 0 8 0
Do. 20 » 9 . ” 24 1 8 0
Do. 24 » » » 28 2 0 0
Do. 28 ” ) 9 36 3 0 0
DO' 36 . n PR 44 2 50 4 0 0
Do. 50 11 s " 60 5 0 0
Do. 60 ”» » 80, ree 6. 00
Tro. 80 . ” 100 s 6 8 0
Do. 100 » ” 150 g 8 g

Do. 150 and over . e

The above scale is for brown mica only.

1/

PApTS d
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Read —the following letter from W. 8, MEYER, T - )
to the Secretary to the Commissioners of Lai(g,ﬂéx(if\i astor of N
vator of Forests, Central Circle), dated 6th March 189

ellore
(through the Conser.
. 7, No. 1762-For, :—
With reference to Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 835, dated 26th J :
I have the honour to state that the circular containing r’ules regard; anuary 1897’
and mining for mica has been revised with reference to the Boaﬁl’s .S Prospecting
that compliance with paragraph 4 of the Board’s Proceedings is del: g etions, but
; receipt of Board’s orders on the following points, elayed pending the

) 2. It seems desirable to expand the circular so as to make it

important conditions _in regard to prospecting and mining with which ¢

cants should be acquainted, and in this view the circular has been revised :

and is now re-submitted to the Board with the new portions printed ixf1 Iilgﬁrczphﬁf‘d’
- For

convenience of reference, the source from which each paragraph in the f :
drawn is now printed in the margin. °© e circular is

3. The following new additions call for some explanatory remarks:—

Paragraph 8 of Circular.—~The addition has bee

? Lircutar, 1 80 worded i
that the security deposit is to be held available for repairing dararl;ctrz I(r;il;e 1}§ clear
lxc_eqsee to the land, and thfatt, subject to this, it may, if the prosceeto eb Y the
wining lease, be converted into a mining deposit. pector obtains a

Paragraphs 9 and 21 (ii).—The last clause provid
- . -. s f
been done hitherto—the acquisition of the licensee og the tieesognv:]ﬁ:tla]:iis

Paragraph 20.—This is dealt with in paragraph 7 of the present letter

Paragraph 21 (iv).—The Government of Indi i i
penal power in the Local Government, but there Isggrlr?s rﬁlgeie;’:i tv};f ('31‘;) eiflve and
be exercised propréio motu by the Collector in such a flagrant case as n{) L ehound ot
royalty. I also propose, if distraint on the premises will not suffice ?-payment of
Collector to recover the arrears in any manner authorised by Madras Ac,t (I)Ie];? }%lgﬁtf °

Paragraph 23.—1t is necessary, i i

ph 23. Y, in order to avoid const

some general Limits for the protection of irrigation ssouroesant s
adopted on the suggestion of the Executive Engineer. '

Paragraph 24.—1 have put in a minimum

. . charge of Rs. :
office being over-burdened with the preparation of sketchgez (())f Illitg gﬁ)cﬁrevenﬂt fhs
any applicant produces a sketch of his own which is at all satisfacto);y S Hardly

Paragraph 25.—1t will be seen from my letter, Ref. N
%atedd,mth February 1897, that the provisions (})rf parag’raph 211\(())fs .tlllggciigdl 606-F01.'"
oard’s Proqeedmgs, 1\.115. No. 385, dated 26th January 1897, are not udar read in
metit tlhe various questions that may arise in respect of minir’lg and ra sduate o
pﬁ a lands. I propose, therefore, after receipt of the Board’s orde D e e in
above mentioned, to deal with these lands in a separate circular s on the letter

4. In regard to the levy of royal i ircul 11
- ; yalty (paragraph 14 of i w
g representations made to me by Mr. E. H. PSargeI?t I(‘fe‘;l:glecplcxttgg);, %g’oj:a (;h-
e

Board. For convenience of reference, I vl
bods and i eience of veferer CE’_ have divided Mr. Sargent’s remarks into two

ontain all the
would-be appli-

generally

nces, to have
Seventy yards was

Mr. Sargent says :— .

“ I. Under thisrule, I anticipate considerable trouble, Could it not be ruled that. in th
y e

event of a lessee making a consignment of, sa i

. » say, one ton mica to London—this mi y

Zﬁftlé;%s '(b;%' e;}éﬁ 1?‘rovgsn.menf; Ipspector an.d royalty paid on it and ps:gl;?edmli;a }ﬁ?s‘ ng been

(contents of cach | r(;in e};ngiﬁ'e istered and insured )—all that is necessary for lessees to }zzgsence

refund from Goven en ]:v I be to produce _the broker's sale account for such consion uret?

tho e gt ; e, might it not be made with those that consign home direct to 1. fon frc
e mica store where bulk is unbroken before it reaches Tondon ?D” © London from

“II. A large quantity (the larger porti 1
: - ger portion) of mica is - i i
reboxed from there. If reboxed in Madras 1t will be a very simprll:::l::t:: ?ﬁlgex(niall]nhﬁivaiﬁmi;i?d
* Shrotriem. In * grant lands and in Govemmeng forezz

account sales of mica on which he has reserves to produce broker’s certificate of

x h has not paid royalty and which :
overnment lands. So long as the sizes and weight axyld d}:ascriptionlzf ﬁ?czzﬁregeeéo::;ggﬁ
o ’

3

.-
3
¢

[

e

‘”)‘

" yenture to

. coming in, most 0

3 -

s
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will never be able to find out the fraud. If the Bo:n:d does not insist on all mica won on
Government lands being packed and despatched to its destination without breaking bulk en route,
parties having mines in grant lands will most certainly be tempted to defraud Government in
the way I have mentioned, namely, by changing the miea, sending home what bad mica they
have as being won on Government lands and so getting. a refund on presenting bioker’s account
gales. The fraud is so easily done and detection so difficult nearly impossible. ”

5. As to the first suggestion, I see no,reason to prevent its being acted on under
aragraph 14 of the circular as it stands, so long as the broker’s account shows suffi-
cientCiy the different sizes and colours (if colour is also to be taken into account on

levy of duty) of the mica sold,

As regards the second part of his rema.rks, Mr. Sargent apparently wants to have
refunds of royalty restricted to cases in which bulk has not been broken between the
despatch of the consignment and its final opening for sale. The danger he points out
of persons who mine on both Government and shrotriem lands making out that all
their good mica comes from the latter, is a very real one and constitutes, I venture to
think, the weak point in the Board’s scheme. ~But seeing that most of the small mica
men here are financed by Madras firms which naturally open their consignments in
Madras and re-pack and re-arrange them for the London market, it does not appear
possible to give effect to Mr. Sargent’s suggestion. We cannot equitably prevent a
licensee entering into agreement with’a Madras firm for disposal ¢f his mica, and, that

being so, we cannot insist as a condition of the refund on the bulk being unbroken
till it is received in Europe.

Mr. Brougham, the late District Forest-officer (who was consulted in the matter),
thinks (and I agree with him) that some check against the danger of fraud pointed
out by Mr. Sargent may be obtained by instructing the inspecting officer sanctioned
in Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 335, dated 26th January 1897, to obtain specimens
of the'class of mica turned out at the various mines, and by comparing these with the
sizes and colors mentioned in the broker’s certificates. 1%, e.g., the certificates pur-
ported to relate fo the sale of smaller sizes than the specimens showed the mica to be.
capable of outturning, the discrepancy would have to be satisfactorily explained

“before a drawback could be given.

6. Tt is, T think, essential that the brokers’ certificates should give particulars of
‘the size and color of the plates sold. As pointed out by Messrs. Best & Co. in their
Jetter read in Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 609, dated "10th February 1897, color is
also an important element in determining the price that mica will fetch, and I note
that the Board proposes to revise the schedule of royalty values (Annexure A to

revised cireular) with reference to this consideration.
L ]

7. With reference to paragraph 2 of Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 609, dated
10th February 1897, I beg to submit, that while monthly extracts will, no doubt,
suffice in ordinary circumstances, there may be cases in which the possibility of fraud
is suspected, or in which the amounts of royalty at stake are high, in which more
frequent returns would be desirable. I would, therefore, make these extracts monthly,
as a rule, with diseretion to the Collector to require fortnightly returns if he thinks fit.

As to the dates on which the returns should be submitted, I would submit that it

" 'is desirable to_give the licensee some small margin of time within which to prepare

his returns. If the transactions at the mine have been heavy during the closing days
of the fortnight or month, it may not be pessible to have all the miea sized, weighed,
and scheduled by the close of the last day for which report is made. 1 would, there-

fore, allow a margin of three days for the preparation of this return and bave embodied

my suggestion in paragraph 20 of the revised circular.

* - g Inregard to paragraph 3 of Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 335, dated 26th
January 1897, 1 shall do my best to have the Board’s instructions carrjcd out; but I
thiuk that there will be considerable difficulty in getting trustworthy infor-
e number of petty mines, and, judging from the applications that keep

tion for a lar i
mation Jarg £ them will be of this description.
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. M
¢, Endorsement by E. P. POPERT, Es
4 Conservator of Forest
3, Central Circle, dated
)

¥
Nellore, 12th March 1897, No. 1314

Forwarded. I see no objection to the Collector’s proposal
8.

ResorvTioN—No. 108, dated 1st April 1597,

/  TFrom the papers read above and after .
) z \/{\I ellore, the Board is satisfied that the valu{a):irosgr;:,lbfg I;«f: Hation
AR Proceedings, No. 436, dated 23rd November 1896, r ming Appendix IT to Board’s
A ;'ggiznr; evglhll)‘syhl\v{;lsl rl;e Eteas:e%z bglow, %lﬁe Board is unable to substitute f
o2 b =TS, Co. ere is, h 1bstitute for it th

suggestion that removals shall in the firs ins’tasggelj: r&l::eloblecmn to adOpting t?lei‘:-
payment of royalty deferred until the actual sale price is ky covered by a deposit and

d sucl} an arran‘gernent In view when writing the last g : own. The Board in fact
roceedings, No. 362, dated 24th September 1896, entence of paragraph 8 of its

) 2. Messrs. Best & Co. admit in thei ;
-, - very difficult matter, even for experienlzeegblrecflizlr.'soiotgset'&h March
cular consignment of mica, and as there are a nhmi)er of ;maff tl.le
TSOt b(ia 13113 position to qbgam London Broker’s certiﬁeate;n : mlne-hnlde"s’ who ma
Joard adheres to its opinion that any estimate adopted b 11 a satisfactory form, the
assumption that the mica is the best of! its kind. No har({7 1112 must be framed on the
to those who are willing and able to conform to the conditionssr P Will be caused by this
rIr)lent 03 .ascert§1gec41‘ sale values, The schedule of rates tentati: élllllred fora final adjust-
Aroct\eed}ugz b0. 36, dated 23rd November 1896, will how}é prescribed in Board’s
| %pen 1):-t ) by a slight reduction of the rates, notably as reoar‘ael‘ﬂl;e revised (vide
%2 . :353:3 (:Or:gei »tv)'lllkbe provided for colored mica. The nur;bersof el smaller sizes,
e il at brokers may have less difficulty in entering in the; classes will also
regards sizes, which are required before th 3 elr certificates the
charged on the price actually realized at sale. © royalty payable can be

3. The Collector of Nellore brings to notice a su : :
. =2 goest
E&ii:ﬁf’ugé?ﬁ%fc artc;);ait}; paid 1iaccordmg to the valuatio?lbtabllznsﬁﬁg ltg %ﬁr" Sargent,
the mine. there beinon y 1n the case of consignments despatched to Lond . dE!mable -
$he mine, e ng reﬁson to fear that if repacking is allowed in Mady on direct fr.om
Tainds on private ; . W(V’v:f 'as 031 Goxfernment, lands will be tempted to :s’ o havm.g
to which they are no ;Ptllnd e mines on Government lands, and thus o?)ltm?sent their
e Tell d.f.fq itled. The difficulty is a real one, but as much pry refunds,
mines, the lessees of lvsvhr'lc}t; o hkel).r, for some time at any ’ rate, to cuc of the mica
the Bc;al-d is not pre aredlct age ok in & position to deal directly ’With ime o emall
some check can'ge gxerc' O; b()p't the rule suggested. As pointed out b (;xllldon agents,
¢ may escape detéction, it ]izenotylilllcl:f; ctth:t(;g gg;ef’ aigdbthough potty fra{lds%f:ﬁf’elc‘tigg
. : A ou e 1 R A
3?1{;01:: tglf:totfhg n];»i W(llth regard to mica won from any micr?;rcl)gdrgzlxll ‘i”r:h tanon. 3 for
Sy it uar1 congldgrs 1t necessary to ‘insist on is that ro altportance, T}-le
et ot o (o %orglessﬁ Wlth_m sIX mox}ths i.'rom the date of despatgh h}"o;n;ls]t be.pzud\
Board to submit,certi ﬁca%:‘;n HIOelpfggggtg I11s 1e)zu_bmitted by a shipper authoriz:d?;'nfh:
. . . o
} will be given to any house of business of assur:angteglxz(iizgt ?xﬁi? (?{at;d’();ufi};guthority
ras,

_ 4. With reference to the above remarks
. i\i*i)l\lr{ n?[f:fllnslg 6tent;;lt11x)fely prescribed in Boarzl’t;1 eP?(iz!::cfil;uor: clgrlgnggm (tihe for‘m of
november 1 as’ sv};;:) " e.re:i&uced to.twelve (vide Appendix B) zn:i the.head%nt?: tefd Zird
fwo cha % * ’fortniohtlll 1n Appendix C. Extracts from this account shall Iiafo O'DI‘i ]
T iy nie {" as the Collector may determine, within three da F o
e e Co"lecte ex r(;;izt relates. An account with respect to each myi’x? rorpl e
Kept In th thelf or sho ce, and on tbe Ist March and September of }? il be
orm shown in Appendix D will be forwarded to everyeflecsse)t;eaflr.oaxlix1
H

with the Collector of

(}.,“fl T
v

o

1897 that itisa
value of any parti-

equires revision : M )
vision ; but for th¢w | !
}

3o ;
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! . '
i - - has been despatched during the prec
:;th:z;ax,llltl;fl:}igx ]:o be due 'll]P.ld'el' that account is mot |
month, the Collector will be at liberty to proceed to realiz
deposit. o
5. Separate orders will 1s
the Collector with the last paper re
(True Copies and Extract.)

eding half year. If theamount
t paid within the 15th of the .
e by the adjustment of the Y

sue, regarding tke revised draft circular submitted by‘r

.
%W x

Secretary,

ad above.

,, Messrs. Best & Co. Wi
Secretary to Gevernment, Revenue Department. i 1

Forest section.

|

| o Nellox :

i To the Collector of Ne 013}; London brokers’ valuations and accounts, refqrned. . ;1
‘ \
!

/ Conservator of Forests,

' Qopy,tg_the
l" ” s
” s

Central Circle. .-

.

| - - 7 " .APPENDIX A. :

White mica. v

Colored mica.
o R8. A. P. RS. A. P. {
" 'Class T under 4 inch@ . 0 2 0 30 - ;
Do. IIabove 4 inches and 0 6 0 . ‘
Do. III do.. 8 do. = 1.0 0,/ , ;
. ‘ Do. IV do. 16 do. 300 ! *
vy DoV do. 32 do. 5 00
- . 7" Do, VI do. 48 do. 7 0 0 )
e Do. VII do. 64 do. 9 00 %
T _ Do. VIII do. 80 do. 1 00 v
Lo Do. IX do. 96 do. 0
and 80 on. - o
1 L it B°
R R . k l,w /‘au .

Cwe 4043/?7_
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