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Reap—the following letter from Surgeon Lieutenaunt-Colonel W. G. KING, m.8,, c.u.,
p.P.H., Sanitary Commissioner for Madras, to the Secretary to Government,
Revenue Department (through the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Rev-
enue Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture), dated Tadpatri, 7th March
1897, No. 603-S. :—

1 have the honour to forward, herewith, my inspection notes

]

in the Koilkuntla taluk, Kurnool district.

——

on famine conditions

InspectoN Nores by the Sanitary Commissioner for Madras as to famine eonditions in
the Koilkuntla taluk, Kurnool district.

Koilkuntla Town.—Employment has been forthcoming for agricultural labourers
although doubtless in diminished amount, to within the last ten or twelve days in the
neighbourhood. Even this length of time, however, is sufficiently long to tax the

; resources of the ordinary agricultural labourer, who can usually have but a small store
i left from his daily dole of grain beyond what he has to consume during the period of
" labour. Whilst, therefore, a famine-relief work is requisite here, fortunately this relief
must be for a population that has hitherto not suffered sufficiently to lower the general
physique: that is, exactly the condition under which relief should be available. My

experience here, however,

shows how very necessary it is that the nature of the terms

.offered by Goyernment, should be fully explained to applicants for relief work by civil

“officers.  Thus ‘when, on finding in the town an absence of work, and a demand for
help, I asked why no works had been started, I was informed by the Tahsildar that
he had caused a notification by tom-tom to be made, and that on the day of my arrival

over 100 persons had assembled ; but, on being told t

hey would receive but As. 1-3,

they departed, declining to work for less than As. 2. I therefore invited the Tahsildar

to accompany me roun

d the town in the evening, when I explained to the applicants

the fact that the wage fluctuated with the price of grain, and pointed to the advan-

tages of all who wis
They at once professe
nothing but starvation
following day abont t
work. The two gangs

their condition, when I found

hed to work being able to obtain it regardless of sex or age.

d themselves only too glad to obtain anything as they had
before them. The result was that before the evening of the
hree hundred—sufficient for three gangs—had assembled fo(D)
that assembled in the morning were examined by me as to
the following satisfactory results :—

In gcod In poor In bad
- health. health, bealth.
PER CENT. | PEB CENT. | PER CENT.
’ Men . e o e 962 :‘s-x
T Nursing mothers T e e lggg 150
Women <. : . .: 1000

Children ..
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9. 1 think the statistics thus obtained are of great value when taken as a contrast
to results elicited by my inspection of persons who, during the last three months,
have been supported on the Famine Code wages and rations in the neighbourhood of
Owk, only 156 miles distant from this spot. As we are possessed of no standard of
the health state in normal times of the agricultural labourers, it is evident that resort

_to the classification I have adopted of “good health,” ¢ poor health” and ¢‘bad
health ” is open to this criticism. Here, however, is an instance of persons who have
pot been without indications of difficulty in obtaining their livelihood for a period

N varying from a few days to, say, a fortnight, who present a condition of health that
is remarkably good when compared with the results I have just referred to, and which

: I exhibit further on.

! by, 3. The cattle in and around Koilkuntla are in very had condition. The breed
used here is the heavy ploughing variety ; they are-well built and handsome animals,
and mortality amongst them must represent very heavy loss to the ryots and handicap
‘them during future agricultural operations. I consider a very useful form of relief
would be the importing of straw or other fodder from other parts of India or Burma!
in compressed bales. Enquiries made by me as to Burma would show that importa-
tion of paddy straw can possibly be effected thence without loss. To the Burman the
straw represents simply so much manure obtained in the form of ashes, as it is custom-
ary to burn it standing after the ears of paddy are plucked. The ryots would, I am
sure, from conversations on the point and from the assurance of the Tahsildar, buy
such bales if delivered at from Re. 1 to Rs. 1-4-0 per 100 lb. at railway stations,
whence they could cart it. If Government cannot undertake this work, it certaiuly
would form a legitimate labour for those 1in charge of the Famine Relief fund. I
make this statement not only with respect to this part of the country but also as to the
Bellary district, through which I have also just passed during inspection. '

e e e e e = —— e -

relief works being 125 per rupee, the wage procurable for the B class was, for male
adults, As. 1-6. '
5. The following was the price at which the B ration supposed to be procurable

}
f

:

' 4. The rate at which cholum was sold at Kvilkuntla on the day of opening the .-

by the wage could be obtained in the bazaar :— s v e T
: S Om o\ As R pert T
Cholim  wee  oee  wee  see eee e we 2070 1 0 2l Ten o)
Dhal e we eme s aee s w86 0 4 . Ll
Salt - e e e 45 . 0 033 | - M
Chinieﬂ vee sen ‘oo .se vee .es .os '45 . 0 1 ‘y — O} n f A=
Oil vee ese e oo ense aee Y sos '9 s 0 3 . ’1‘
Tamarind ... e . e 45 0 033 | él ""‘[
Vegetables ... oe vos @ o P RINET LY
, 1 866 { B
6. It was therefore here, asin other places where I have enquired, not possible to’ a
rocure the full ration expected under the Famine Code on the wage allowed, irres-
ective of the fact that the ¢ vegetable and condiments” are fixed at a rate which is ~ . ~ L Ly

absurd (vide this office memorandum forwarded with letter No. T-1, dated 27th January
x97, to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, through the Board of

Revenue). . o

7. Owk.—Works have been in existence in the immediate neighbourhood of Owk,
since the first week in November 1896. Although the gangs are obviously composed
of the ordinary agricultural class accustomed to labour, and therefore fairly capable of
classification under class 13 of the Code, they have been retained ou the C class up to
within the last fortnight, when the system of placing them upon the B class has been

arsued, and thus they have been given at least the power to earn B class wages.
This statement is common to the works I examined, namely, near Owk and near
Ramapuram. F urther, up to a fortnight back, when conditions stem to have been
considerably mitigated by the Public Works Department, the following fines were

inflicted :—
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A

Number, Number
January. of Rate paid.| Towest wages paid. February. of Rate paid.| Lowest wages paid.
workers, workers.
A, P, A. P.
st ve 2,820 1 1 |% deductions Lo 18t ve 1,305 1 1 | deductions.
2od .. 2,733 11 |4 do. | 204 ..] 1,308 il bo.
3rd .e 2,632 11 |3 do. ..| 3raé .. e 1 1 |Market day, D claes
. wages,
4th e 2,692 1 1 |Ceclassand A class ,.| 4th . 1,663 11 ; do.
§th . 2,673 11 |d¢ do. .. | bBth . 1,652 1 1 |3 deductions,
6th e} 2,018 1 0 | Market day, D olass., | 6th .| 1.665 11 do.
7th . 2,486 1 0 |Dclass . ..| 7th v 1,680 11 do.
8th  ..| 2,418 1 0 |2 deductions ol gth .| 1,861 11 Do.
oth  ..| 2,358 10 |2 do. 1 eth  ..| 1664 11 Do. .
10th . 2,312 1 0 {3} . do. . .. | 10th . 1,432 1 1 |Market day D class c?‘“
wages.
11th . 2,296 10 do. * - e | 11th . 2,020 1 2 |¥% d%ductions.
13th o 2,071 1 0|4} do. Lhizth - 2,034 1 2 | do Gang
No. 5, B class.
13th . 2,020 1 0 | Market day D wages. | 13th .. 2,034 1 2 | # do. do.
14th | 1,678 1 0 |Dclas ee o] l4th o1 2,006 1 2 |d do. do
15th . 1,647 1 0 | # deductions ,. .. 1 15th e 2,081 12 |3 do do
16th . 1,639 1 0 |3 do we  «s | 16th . 2,078 1 2 do.  do.
7th .. 1,530 10 do. . 2.1 17th .. 1,910 . 1 2 | Market day.
18th . 1,652 1 0 {CClass ve L. 1 18th " ., 2,509 1 2 |y deductione.
‘ 19th . 1,639 1 0 |+ deductions .. | 19th . 2,610 1 2 do.
20th . 1,312 1 0 |Market day, D class,. | 20th 2,504 12 do.
21st ] 1201 1 0 |Declass R v .. .
23nd .e 1,260 1 0 |y% deductions .o | 218t . 2,501 1 2 |Class 3 wages to 3rd
. gection, B olass
wages Nos. 1—11.
23rd . 1,442 1 0 |15 do. .. .. . . . cven
24th e 1,344 1 0 | do. .. v | 22nd .. 2,483 1 2 |Ceclass.
25th .o 729 10 1 do. . .e e . .e ceee
26th . 793 1 0 | do. .. .1 23rd . 2,486 1 2 | deductions.
27th .. 472 1 1 | Market day D class . . . sens
wages.
28th . 1,240 1 1 |y deductions,, .. . . . .
29th .o 1,478 11 do. ve .. .s . .o cese
30tht . 1,282 11 |5 do. .e .e . .o ’e veve
81st .e 1,315 11 |¢d do. .. . . I . .

8. Although, therefore, the relief workers had, previous to my arrival, been for a
fortnight under better conditions than formerly—when they were expected to live upon
the C wage minus frequent deductions—their physical state was such as to leave no
doubt in my mind that my recommendation to Government contained in the above
memorandum, to abolish the C wage for tasked labour, is amply justified.

*9. Regarding the results of my inspection as to the health state of the Owk
gangs, it is Jesirable that it be held in mind that, on the day previous, the Hospital
Assistant had, out of the total strength, taken forty-one feeble and elderly persons and |
placed them on the D wage. These persons are entirely excluded in the following

estimate :(—

Gaxe No. L.
—_— Good. Poor. Bad.
PES CANT. | PSR CENT. | PEB CENT.
.o . . . 750 250 e
%Cg:nez‘x. . . . . . . 50°0 42-5 95 e
Nursing mothers s .e . . . ;Zg 26-2 . .
Children .. 0 . . . .
Gavna No. 2.
— Good. Poor. Bads
PRE CENT. PER CENT, PER CENT.
. . 842 158 . .
{{'en ., o .. .. . . 630 ggg 7
omen . .o .o oo ' . ot . ..
Nuni"g mothe" ' (1] ' X .a, é?-g ‘85 -
Chlldl'en . . ., .. .o 'Y

By Jal

- W et * g
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Gaxa No, 3.
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—_— Good. Poor. Bad.
. e —
PER CENT. | PER CENT. | PER CEXT.
Mot o - e en  ee weeeaef I14 286 .
Women . . . . . . 208 750 C42
Nursing mothers .. .e . . . 123 375 50-0 .
Children . . . . . . 526 368 106
. Gaxg No. 4.
From Muthupalle village, distant about 1 mile.
— Good. Poor. Bad.
PER CENT. | PBR CENT. | PER CENT.
Men . . . . . . 92'9 71 e
‘Women . . . .e . . 69-2 231 17
Children . . . . . o) 260 750 o
Nursing motbers . . e . . 671 286 14-3
¢ane No. 3.
From Sangapnile, distant 3 miles,
— Good. Poor. Bad.
PER CENT. | PER CENT. | PER CENT:
Men .. . . ve .o . .o 6(_)'0 40-0 ..
‘Women . . . . . o ) 9"8 34-2 -
Children . . . . e 789 21-1 ..
Nuwsing mothers .. v . . . 273 63-6 9-1
Ganc No. 6. :

\ Good. \ Poor. , Bad.

PER CENT. PER CENT. '
Women . . . e b oes . 143 71-4 P“if‘?'r'
Nursing mothers .. . .. .e . 2-4 758 920
Children . e g v . . . 879 121 .

Gaxe No, 7.
— 1 Good. ‘ . Poor. Bad.
. . : PER CENT. PER CENT. PER:CENT.
‘Women . . . ve . s .. 802 512 186
Children . .e .e .. .e 931 69 .o
Ganc No. 9.
_— \ Good. ‘ Poor. l Bad!
PER CENT. | PER CEXNYF PER CENT.
Women . e ee e . PN 387 16 97 |
Nursing mothers .. . . . . 458 38 208
Children o 53-8 ) 423 38
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P

Ganag No. 10.l

— Good, Poor. Bad.
L
PER CENT. | PER CENT. | PER CENT.
Men .. . .e e e . . 750 250 ..
Women .. . . . .e ve 500 444 56
Nursing moth . ve t es e es 500 50-0 ..
Children . . . . .e .o 786 143 71

10. Tt will be seen that the condition of gangs differs considerably. Such dif-
forences are due to factors such, as caste and distance to be walked from villages.
Thus the Madiga, who, in addition to his C wage, could every now and then obtain
meat from a dead bullock (and deaths are necessarily frequent when fodder is ata
high price as at present) would stand a much better chance of getting sufficient
putriment than the non-meat eating Boyee. In all cases, however, the ill-nourished
. eondition of the women is very striking. This is due to the fact that they have been,

as a body, longer subject to the undesirable conditions of the C wage than the men, as ¢
the latter have ouly lately joined the works in large numbers as shown by the following '

statement :—
Increase or decrease == - 0T —.
Week beginning —_—
Men. ‘Women. Children.
316t December 1896 ton this date) . . 641 1,830 442
Toh Jamuary 1807 vs  ee  we e e | — 1B a4 | + 82
1ith ”» ry e .o .o .o . — 151 -~ b32 — 126
21t 1y ue .e .. P . — 122 — 232 - 117
28th ) TR . .. .e — 28 + 47 + 20
4th February ,» o« .e .. + 110 214 + 99
1ith » " e .o .o . . 4+ 97 204 4+ 65
1ath ” Yy oo .o .o .o oo | - :" 155 195 -+ 187
25th " TR . . PO + 154 _196 +4+ 28

11. This is owing to the men having, rather than accept the inadequate © wage
near their homes, gone to the I\'andikotkur‘taluk and to the canal villages in Sirvel
taluk for work, during the harvest, leaving their women at home. The latter have,

therefore, borne the full brunt of the influence of this wage. Further, some allowance |

must be made for the tnconscious selfishness of the male native of this class. From
the common platter he honours his wife by eating the elfolum she has ground into flour
* at no little labout, and has cooked with fuel ske has searched for, and leaves her to eat

(after be has made a calculation, using as his gauge a hungry stomach) what he
considers is the correct proportion of the scanty total for the ereature God has specially
iven him to fulfil the functions of helpmeet. Again, something must be allowed for
the unselfishness of the average female, who not only submits, and is well content, to
see her lord and master eat the greater share first, but rarely forgets to give more than
their fair share of the remnants to her children. )Vpether, however, the reasons
1 offer for the women showing 8o quick.ly the evil mﬁuegce of the C_wage, plus
fining, be correct or not, the fact with which I have to deal is that all relief workers,
and especially the women, both on the Owk and Ramapuram works, are far balow the
condition requisite, if it be desired to retain the labourer 1n health and strength, and
that they have been in receipt of the C ration of the Famine Code, which, theoretically

at least, is concidered to take cognizance of the customs of the people.

2 - » tecard to the fact that the women have suffered most, I specially
examli;;dﬁttive:::nasrtg aneemia. In making tl'lis estimate, 1 gxclugled, both hereoand at
Ramapuram, the co-called adults of the Famine Code, that is, children above lb'yealrs
of age. At Owk works, of 277 women examined, 13-4 per cent. were found slightly
anemic, 18 4 per cent. angemic, and 11-2 per cent. very angemic,

s eSS - Sl
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13. Whilst examining the gangs, several persons arrived stating they had asked to
be enrolled on the previous day without success. The instruciions given to the Deputy
Tabsildar by the Collector absolve him from all responsibility as to the enroiling of

:gangs ; hence, it is probably due to the Public Works Department that no site marked
.by a tlag, where new applicants can assemble, was found either here or at Ramapuram
. (Section 93, Famine Code). ’

14. Kitchen.—This was in a “tope ” of trees. No buildings had been erected
and as there is plenty of shade, there seeris no necessity, until there are signs of rain
again appearing ; before which time the works may probably be shifted. 'I'in moulds
with rounded ends were employed, instead of the orthodox square bottomless moulds.
There can, of course, be no objection to this, beyond the fact that there is involved far
more handling than necessary. Indeed, on all famine works visited by me, I find

_#ythe peculiarity that single moulds are adhered to, instead of the multiple forms used

in jails. Ience, there is much more handling than requisite. With the ‘multiple
form it is possible to place, say, ten ¢ puddings” into the mould at once instead of

squeezing each bit by bit; one stroke of a piece of wood ensures the whole being .

correctly filled.

15. There were 38 persons on relief in the kitchen, of whom 3% were actually
present. The indents are made correctly.

16. Ramapuram.—On the day of my inspection, there were 1,190 on the works.
The same remarks apply to these relief workers as to those at Owk as to health
conditions and their causation. Their state is, on the whole, inferior to that found at
Owk. Some of the gangs were supplied by distant villages. Thus, Itikala, distant
between 5 and 6 miles, sent a contingent, some of whom, however, slept in neighbour-

ing villages ; but, as found by me on enquiry at Itikala, numbers walked the 11 or 12 -

miles daily, in addition to their work.

17. Of 124 women examined, 19-4 per cent. were found slightly anemie, 20-9
per cent. anemic, and 65 per cent. very an@mic. In making all estimates of health
children who were of doubtful age were excluded, as in the case of Owk, and I mayz
add, in reference to persons whose great age rendered diagnosis of condition open to
doubt, these were also excluded from the calculation ; and, again, where thinness
combined with advancing age was found, every effort was made to give due allowance
before classing them. As usual, the condition of gangs differed considerably. Thus
I have seen gangs side by side with others, whose states were hardly comparable.. In’
such instances, I have always found sufficient reasons in the fact that the better gang
meant one from a village where probably resources were not so exhausted asin ch
other, or that there was less distance to walk to the village, that fining had occurred
less frequently, &e. C o ‘ ' °

Health condition of relief workers examined at Rama,pux;am_

—_— . Good. Poor. Bad.

. ) Per cent. | PER cENT. Per
Men .. . X e . .o ee 1 62:4 42:8 ' B

48

- Women e e ' oas . . 39 . .
Nursing mothers .. . .. . o 37'g ggg lzg
Children X ve se . ‘ae T 637 341 22

18. Kitchen.—The remarks made as to the Owk kitchen apply here in all details, /
19. Recommendations— Water-supply.—In all cases, the gangs should be supplied '

with separate receptacles for water. These should be covered. For the purpose

large chatties covered with ordinary chipas would suffice, or kerosine tins with ..

covers. These should be filled by the carts serving them, instead of allowing the
relief worqus _to crowd round the carts when on their-journeys to and fro. To
prevent ¢ dipping,” ¢ Burmese spoons” (of which the pattern s’ available from

Messrs. Sultan & Co.) should be employed, both on the works and in the

kitchens. At Ramapuram, the only well available is in the village. This being a
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¢ Step-well,” a}l persons drawiqg water defile it with their feet and hands, and it
need not be szu(,i that this practice is most dangerous, having regard to the probability
of the advent of cholera before June. The steps should be closed, and the wuter be
dl‘aWil frosr.n t'ile top l?yd o?e or (;nore buckets per caste. A man should be kept on
guard. Similar method of guar ing its purity should be practised as t > water

the kitchen near the Owk works. ° P. : y ' P et as ko the water for

20. Only one shqd for shelter of persons from distant villages has been erected
at Ramapuram ; but is not used, in part becuuse no shelter at the sides has been
afforded, but _Ch“?ﬁ)’_ on account of the absence of arrangements to deliver water, the -
source of Wh.wh is inconveniently distant. If this were secn to, the relief wo;kers
would stay 1in the sheds. It would also be advisable to provide chuckies (grinding
stones) free of cost, as without this food cannot be prepared. ° °

21, Conservancy.—No attempt has been made at conservancy, This is certuinly
advisable. Relief workers coming in the early morning, before the arrival of the head
cooly, are apt to defile the immediate surroundings. The simplest means of attending
to conservancy for scatt'e:red gangs is to rely upon the use of small Loles (the J ewisﬁ
conservancy system). To make these holes accurately, and without loss of time fol-
lowing the employment of the crowbar, I advise the use of the * Jewish conservance
spade "’ made by Messrs. Sultan & Co., Royapettah, Madras. ' y

22. Wages and Lations.—Some effort should at once be made to mitigate the . ‘

condition of these people. The decrease of fini ivi Y

on _ g ase ing, and the giving of the BB wage

“l':nch has occur reg .Wlthlll thp last fortnight will d%’ubtless heﬁ) matters. But som%—

thing more is requisite before it ean be hoped that they (the women more particularly)can

- be brought back 1nto a correct condition of health. To segregate and treat them as pa-

tients would be resented— as offers to the most feeble to accept free-food at the kitchen
are always rejected ; the tendency being, as long astheir capability for work exists, to carn
their living by lubour—mnot depend on:charity, irrespective of the known d" like to
entering the kitchen from caste and other prejudices. - Under these circum t'ls 1’ )

a special case, I would advise that the wago of the women in the Owk and Rf o -
work should not be allowed to fall below the 13 class for deductions for sho ‘;mi'ip‘lll{r?lll
one month, subject, of course, to fining for contumacious refusal to work [ '}yl‘:l : -
dition of the gangs might then be aguin examined and reportea on b A D‘? ;40_11.;
Sanitary Officer, or the medical subordinate on the spot, and if im roveny 5 te} 1sbr1(,
effected, this indulgence given on medical grounds might be witﬁdrawx:n ’1‘ias ecri‘
recently placed on D wage at Owk should be put on C wase withou! e gAng
otherwise their condition must rapidly become worse. - g0 Without taakmg—’g

98. Itikuli village.~This village, as al i ‘

! ge, ready stated, is between five and six mil
from the slxlte of, tlhe Ramapuram works, This questiozl of distance preclud:;xfzzbﬁ :
persons who would otherwise attempt to work going so far. Seeing that no léss than

g s

\ il oY ¢ ;
| fourteen villages are within a radius of five miles from Itikala, I would advise that relief

" works be opened here for their benefit at once. The ro: T
" might well be employed is in a most abomjnuble condf&ﬁ.to tad

patri on’ which they

24. The village well in Itikala—only one well being withi i

. A : g within the village—1 1
pine inches of ‘water in it. It Sl oslE T Hlage—las ony
oon a5 possible. is muoh‘ ﬁllled .Wl'th silt. " 1 advise this be cleared as

25. Unkireddipalle.—A deputation from this villag : .

night whilst travelling towardrs) Tadpatri. They t]ookcemrgetl(r:\]:nmatg? ﬁuddle o ttl]le.
about 90 feet deep, which they had dug at their own cost, which was witle; ’ : ppere” i
never had any. Water has, since tho formation of the village, been brOU"I(l):] f o a ?‘
tance by carts; but, as this source had also failed, they declare they willbhavz:otm ta a lsi
about three miles to get water daily. T could not see anything of the Surrc?u lcil)"\eﬂ'
country, and am thergfore not able to give any o inion as to a possible remed § 'lu}];;
case is evidently one where an Engineer shoufd carefully. examine the Su);'round-
jng country, with the cbject of ascertaining where a well could be sunk, with more
sdvantage than the present attempt by the villagers. ’

-

§ -

Boarp of ReveNve (Rev. SerT. L. Ros. AND Acri.), 1572 Mar. 1897, No. 230. 9

—

ResoLvrioN—dated 15th Mérch 1897, No. 230.

Submitted to Government. ’
9. The general conclusion to be drawn from the Sanitary Commissioner’s notes

_regarding the relief-workers at Uwk is that the transfer of the charge thercof to the

Public Works Department subsequent to the Commissioner’s inspection of the works
there at the beginning of December last (BB.P., dated 5th December 1896, No. 398),
has been followed by considerable mismanagement and great want of svmpatheﬁé
treatment of the workers. The latter have been classed wrongly, and thus put upon
a wage which is not a « working wage;” they liave been fined severely for not

completing their tasks, while from other papers that have come before the Board, 1t -

is clear that the Executive kngineer took no adequate steps to satisfy himself that
the standard tasks of the Code were suitable to the eircumstances and condition of the

~#ypeople in the locality ; the men have been driven away to distant parts of the dis-

trict to «eat up,” the harvest work there, and thus the explanations which have, from

time to time, been offered for the falling off in rumbers at Owk, that the people found

employment at harvesting were misleading ; and finally the Public Works Department
Officer in charge has failed to comply with the provisions of the Code as to the admis-
sion of all applicants for employment. That such a state of affairs should hLave been
allowed to arise is not creditable to the officers of the Public Works Department con-
cerned, and reflects severely on the Revenue officers, whose duty it is to see that the
people of their charges receive, promptly and adequately, the relief which their distress
demands. This is, the Board belicves, the fourth time that the Doard ‘has brought
to the notice of Government the unfitness of the . Kxecutive Engineer in Kurnool for

employment on relief work.  The Board is glad to learn that Government has appointed .

another officer to replace him.

3. From the end of December till the begining of February, the works were not’
sisited by the Divisional Officer, though the numbers were decreasing throughout the-

riod. Had Mr. Pope, during the first half of January, appreciated his responsi-
bilities, and had Mr. Ghose, during the latter half of the month, not allowed his atten-
tion to be diverted from his special to the ordinary duties of his post (of which an officer
has been deputed to relieve him), this state of things would not have arisen. That it
has is the more surprising when it is remembered that the Commissioner, after personal
inspection of the locality in question, drew particular attention to its needs in the way
of relief. This is peculiarly illustrated by the fact that the people of Itikala and its
neighbourhood still have to go so far——too far-—in search of employment. No more
dclay must be permitted in meeting this want, and the Board is satisfied that, under the
administration of the present Acting (Collector, 1t 18 only necessary to draw his atten-
tion thereto, provided always that the Public Works Department is not only rcady
but willing to afford him the assistance he requires in the matter. The Board has
not yel been able to elicit from the Collector a statement as to whether the 61 coolies of
Ttikala, refaired to as unpaid in_B.P. dated 5th.December 1896, No. 398, have yet
reccived thigr arrcars.  Mr. Mullaly ought to have seen that these were paid at once.

4. The Collector should give attention to the demand for relief near the town of
Koilkuntla, and the attention of all Collectors will be drawn to the remarks of the
Sanitary (Commissioner in paljagraph 1 o.f.lns notes, as.to .th_e nceessity for clearly
explaining to applicants for relief the cond‘mons under which it is offered, for they may
rest assured that, as shown in paragraph 22 of the notes, in most places, the workers

¢ t _respect to apply for it except under s
k relief have too much stordy sel.f respec pply £ 2 evere
ﬁ:eslsn;g por arc the conditions under which relief on works is offered in any danger of

becoming unduly attractive. C : o Co

5 The Sanitary Commissioner brings forward additional evidence, if any were
needed, of the unsuitability of the C class wage as a working wage, and of the fact
that the D class wage can only be used as a penal wage under safeguards of the most
d of the character indicated in the extract from the report of the

woted in B.P. No. 141 of 1897. The Board, in the light of
hesitation in directing, in anticipation of the sanction of Govern-
cave for contumacy, shall fining be allowed so as to lower the

D - -
Famine (‘ommnussion g
{hese remarks, has Bo
ment, that in Do (asC,
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! wage of workers below the C class wage for more than a week. nor to the D class wage
) for more than three days, except with thes sanction of the Collector or his Divisional - Q -
f Officer. On the Owk and Ramapuram works, the wages of the women, whether
| nursing-mothers or others, should not fer one month be allowed to fall below the - TFrom
value of 21b. (80 tolas) of grain. 1tis only at Chinnathambalam in Bellary, and at
Yadiki in Anantapur, that the Board has found coolies generally—more especially at L
the last-named place —in bad condition. When the Commissioner inspected some 4,000 , L L e
coolies at Owk in November last they were in good condition and good spirits. That 1 <t s . Dated
they should have fallen off to the extent reported by the Sanitary Commissioner is a - “ L : . 189 .
disgrace to the administration in Kurnool, where, with some alleviation since Mr. Elwin’s R ' - ,
arrival, famine management has been consistently unsympathetic and perfunctory. . o FOR ORDERS
6. The Collector of Kurnool will be requested-to give {mmediate attention to the .- L N b'
suggestions of the Sanitary Commissioner regarding kitchen management (paragraph ;. e )
14), water-supply (paragraph 19), provision of shelter on works (paragraph 20) andl.at;on- ’ > i i I
servancy (paragraph 21); and in the latter respect, the Board considers that a plan of ) . Lo .
digging trenches about 200 yards to the leeward of the work spot, and, if necessary, 9 H L 4 endtls Je bear ““"‘/2/ Pen V““‘"‘ 7 *”f\"’v{" M’\rcwtug N
providing them with movable screens, is the simplest. This can easily be done from ' v 9 ' . S
day to day by relief labour. | = b rvcod K pofpr b T Feuld | fo Ao Mo Mo “Gorho af Sl
7. The matters of village water-supply alluded to in paragraphs 19, 24 and 25 of ¢ . N b :
the notes should receive attention ; but the Board fears that the locality mentioned in ' & b §aq - , urts e A , &M e ad. f) v W9
the last paragraph presents no facilities for obtaining water easily. Even in the most | - o Sam, Cova » ;
favourable seasons, the difficulty is great. ]H L G e bl . : : SIS I ' b
8. Having in view the fact that the distress in Koilkuntla is already severe, the o b oabud b ...,,..ﬁ,} s s 012 ?’ o s gl ' : g
Board requests that it may be authorised to direct the Collector to appoint Circle ] ”"/ ~ " e el gt
Inspectors to enquire into the condition of the people in the villages, and recommends : PR rwi o . q f, onias D, I L. Men k)
that a suitable Taluk Relief Officer may; be deputed to the taluk:a so as to enable the b e U 0t s L Foats d , i
Divisional Officer to give more attention to the other two taluks of his division Pk oas e - o KA ) . ¥
(Sirvel and Nandyal), parts of which are also severely affected. 1 [ I o . M ,‘L(_A)/LA»':S AL Mt A e s f )
j ) | M ) e W . W
: . (True Copy and Extract.) ~ ‘ he lead A : ! ) .
’ . w '
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Recording Board’s Proceedings submitting, with remérks, the notes of inspection by the
Sanitary Commissioner as to famine conditions in the Koilkantla taluk, Kurnool district.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Keap—the following Proceedings of th
v dings e Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement
tecords and Agriculture), dated 15th March lb'(97, No. 230 :— h Land

Read—the following letter from Surgeon Licutenant-Colonel W. G. KING, a.b., c.u
;)).P.r}f., Sanitary Commissioner for Madras, to the Secretary to G:)verr.l,mc'»ué’
eflzglguftl])epur:mfnt ét}irough the Sccretary to the Board of Revenue, Rev.

petticmen an 10T o N , " .
1597, No. 603. S’ A tecords aud Agriculture), dated Tadpatri, 7th March

I have the honour to forward, herewith, my i 1 i
. av g y inspection notes o 1t
in the Koilkuntla taluk, Kurnool (’listrict. EYEEP ® fomine conditions

InspecTION NoTis by the Sanitary Commissioner for Madr: i
. nit as as to famine conditions i
the Koilkuntla taluk, Kurnool distriet. ttions in

Koilkuntla Town.—Employment has been forthcoming for agricul
0. —lumn] agricui
although doubtless in diminished amount, to within the lagt ten obr t\v;ll\lrza}i;;gﬁ;?:

neighbourhood. Even this length of time, however, is sufficiently long to tax the

resources of the ordinary agricultural labourer, who can usual

left from his _daily dole of grain beyond what ,he has to cons111{nl;adv§r})xll: :h:man. s(tior;
labour. Whilst, therefore, a famine-relief work is requisite here fortunatel tlk)fm-) 1'0f
must be for a population that has hithertonot suffered sufﬁcientl’y to lower {he 18 re 1?1
physique : that is, exactly the condition under which relief should be availablf emirla

experience here, however, shows how very necessary it is that the nature of the' " y
oftered by Government should be fully explained to applicants for relief work b clzm'?
officers. Thus when, on finding in the town an absence of work, and a (leng;dlfv :

help, I asked why no works had been started, I was informed by,the Tahsildar thoz
he had caused a notification by tom-tom te be made, and that on the day of m arrivgl
over 100 persons had assembled ; but, on being told they would receive but yAS 1-3

they departed, declining to work for less than As. 2. Itherefore invited the Tahsildar
to accompany me round the town in the evening, when I explained to the applicants
the fact that the wage fluctnated with the price of grain, and pointed to the advan-
tages of all who wished to work being able to obtain it regardless of sex or age.
They at once professed themselves only too glad to obtain anything as they h%d
nothing but starvation before them. The result was that Lefore the evening of the
followinz day about th ; t

work. The two gangs that assembled in the morning were examined by me as to
their condition, when 1 found the following satisfactory results :—

In gcod In poor In bad
- bealth. health. health,

PER CENT. PER CENT. PER CENT.

Men .. .o [ X . . © 962 338 .e
Nursing mothers . e . . 850 150 .
Women .. .e .s .o o . 100-0 L v .

100'0 X ae

Children .. .o .o e . .o

cr

ree hundred—suflicient for three gangs—had assembled for ...

12
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9. I think the statistics thus obtained are of great value when taken as a contrast
to results elicited by my inspection of persons who, during the last thrce months
have been supported on the Famine Code wages and rations in the neighbourhood of
Owk, only 15 miles distant from this spot. As we are possessed of 10 standard of
the health state in normal times of the agricultural labourers, it is evident that resort '
to the classification I have adopted of “good health,” *poor-health” and “i)-:d
Lealth ”” is open to this criticism. Here, however, is an instance of persons who ha‘ve
not l?een without indications of difficulty in obtaining their livelihood for a period
varying from a few days to, say, a fortnight, who present a condition of health that
is remarkably good when compared with the results I huve just referred to, and which
I exhibit further on. S ’

we? 3. The cattle in and around Koilkuntla are in very bad condition. The breed

used here is the heavy ploughing variety; they are well built and handsome animals
and mortality amongst them must represent very heavy loss to the ryots and handicué
them during future agricultural operations. I consider a very useful form of relief
would be the importing of straw or other fodder from other parts of India or Burma
in compressed bales. [Enquiries made by me as to Burma would show that importa-
tion of paddy straw can possibly be effected thence without loss. To the Burman the
straw represents simply so much manure obtained in the form of ashes, as it is custom-
ary to burn it standing after the ears of paddy are plucked. The ryots would, I am
sure, from conversations on the point and from the assurance of the Tahsildar, buy
such bales if delivered at from Le. 1 to Rs. 1-4-0 per 100 1b. at railway stations
whence they could cart it. If Governmens cannot undertake this work, it certaiuly
would form a legitimate labour for those in charge of the Famine Relief fund. 1
make this statement nut crly withrespect to this part of the country but also as to the
Bellary district, through which I have also just passed during inspeetion.

4. The rate at which cholum was sold at Koilkuntla on the day of opening the
relief works being 12-6 per rupee, the wage procurable for the B class was, for ‘male
adults, As. 1-6.

5. The following was the price at which the B ration supposed to be procurable
by the wage could be obtained in the bazaar :(—

0z. AS. P,
Cholum ... vee e 2177 1 0
Dha.l e som e sen X e ase 36 0 4
Salt 45 0 0-33
Chillies ... e o 45 - 01
OiL ... .. 9 0
Tamﬁl‘ind eve ere see Ty oo ey e ‘45 0 %'33
Vegetables... oo | wer e .. (°

1 866

6. It was therefore here, asin other places where I have enquired, not possi
procure the full ration expeeted under the Famine Code on theqwage, allo‘sed,l})x}fez?
pective of the fact that the “vegetable and condiments” are fixed at a rate which is
absurd (vide this office memorandum forwarded with letter No. T-1, dated 27th January
15497, to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, through the Board of

Revenue).

7. Owk.—Works have been in existence in the immediate neighbourhood of Owk,
since the first week in N ovember 1896, Although the gangs are obviously composed
of the ordinary agricultural class accustomed to labour, and therefore fairly capable of
classification under class 8 of the Code, they have been retained on the C class up to
within the last fortnight, when the system of placing them upon the B class has been

ursued, and thus they have been given at least the power to earn B class wages.
This statement is common to the works I examined, namely, near Owk and near
Ramapuram. Further, up to a fortnight back, when conditions scem to have been
considerably mitigated by the Public Works Department, the following fines were

inflicted :—
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Gaxa No. 3.
Number - Number
Jannary. of Rate paid.| Lowest wages paid. | February. of Rate paid.| Lowest wages paid. == ——— e
workers. *| workers. Good. Poor. -
' A P. a. P N
1st . 2,820 1 1 |y dednctions .o 1st . 1,306 1 1°}{ 3 deductions. Men rm,;ﬁ:’“‘ m’;sc_zm" PER CENT.
2ad  ..| 2,732 11 |3 do ] ena ..| 1,808 11 Do. \ ) Mom oo ve e - e . e
S 1113 do | Bl .. . 1 1 |Market day, D class Nureing mothets .. +n  ee s o126 | 315 50-0 y
wagea- - (X LR e e *w ) ) :
4th .. 2,592 1 1 |Ceclassand Aclass ..| 4th - .. 1,663 11 ;!1 do. Children e e . . . . 52-6 368 10°6
5th e 2,673 11 |g o. ..1 s5th .e 1,652 1 1 |; deductions, _
6th . 2,018 1 0 | Market duy, D olass.. | 6th . 1,665 11 3 do.
Tth  ..| 2,486 1 0 |Deluss ol Lo 1880 11 do. . .
8th | 2,418 1 0 |#% deductions .} 8th L o1eet 11 Do. -y T ' Gaxc No. 4.
oth .| 2,356 10 |2 do. | eth el Lﬁg‘; { 1 A kDO& 1 o ,
oth  ..| 2,312 10 (3 do lth ) L4 ' :;gf;. 27 D classc= 5 ! - From Muthupalle village, distant about 1 mile.
Mth .. | 2,296 10 do. L L 202 1 2 |+ deductions. ] -
12th | 2071 10|} do .. | 12th | 2,034 1 2 o do Gang | ’ ’
No. 5, B class. —— Good, Poor. Bad.
13th ey 2,020 1 0 [ Market day D wages.| 13th 2,034 1 2| %+ do do
14th e 1,678 1 0 |Dclass . .o | 14th . 2,066 1 g fi, go. do.
15th . 1,647 1 0 | %deductions .. .., 15th . 2,081 1 o. do. PER CENT. | PER CENT. N
16th .| 1,639 1o 3 e Ll 2or 12 do. do. Mon oo er e e e 920 BRI | R o
17th . 1,530 1 0 do. e .. | 17th . 1,910 1 2 | Market day. : Women . i . . . . 692 231 77
18th .| 1632 10 |CClas .. ..)18h ..} 2500 12 ¥ deductions. Children  «o w0 os ee e 260 760 .
S19th .. | 1,839 1 0 | deductions .19tk ..} 25610 0. ing MOLBOS .. .o ee  ee en| 871 " 286 .
s 0l 1312 | 1 0 |Marketday, Dclass.. | 20th .. | 2504 } 12 do. ! Nursing mothe 143
21st . 1,201 1 0 |Dclass . . . .. . sees . P )
22nd . 1,260 1 0 | % deductions e | 218t . 2,601 1 2 |Class 3 wages to 3rd
section, B class '
wages Nos. 111, . . Gaxa No. d.
23rd e 1,442 10 115 do. " .o 92 dn 2.;83 i- 2 Cel seese . -
24th .. 1,344 1 0 do. . .o 1 .. class. . N
26th B R 1 10 {i: do. o . .. . From Sangapalle, distant 3 miles,
26th .. 793 10 |& do .. _..|2rd .| 2486 1" 2 |3 deductions. f
27th .. 472 1 1 | Market day D class .o . .. evee ‘ oy i Good
wages. - . —_— ood. Poor. Bad.
asth  ..| 1,240 1 1 | deductions,. .. .. .. .. L
29th .| 1,218 114 go. . . .. . '
30th . 1,282 1 1 |Ys 0. . . .. . . eeve .
Bist . 1,315 1 1 | ° do. . . . . . ceva 0 . Mon . 3 . . PBIE (‘)J'léNT rm;.oc‘(xsxn PER CENT.
- T T ( Women .o .s .. . . o 658 342 ::
) . ! Children .. ee  as e et 789 211 ..
8. Although, therefore, the relief workers had, previous to my arrival, been for a | Nursing mothors .o s es e eo| 2B 63-6 Y
fortnight under better conditions than formerly—when they were expected to live upon {
the C wage minus frequent deductions—their physical state was such as to leave no ‘ Gaxc No. 6.

doubt in my mind that my recommendation to Government contained in the above
memorandum, to abolish the C wage for tasked labour, is amply justified.

9. Regarding the results of my inspection as to the health state of the Owk ‘ , - ‘ Good. \ Poor. ' Bad.

gangs, it is desirable that # be held in mind that, on the day previous, the Hospital
Assistant had, out of the total strength, taken forty-one feebls and elderly persons and

PR CENT. | PER CENT. | PER CENT
" . ° Women . . .. . . . xqi'3 714 148
placed them on the D wage. These persons are entirely excluded in the following 1 Nusing mothors .. .. e e e 34 0 b
1 n .e .e . . .o . . ‘1
estimate :— ) .
Gaxe No. 1.
) . . Gane No. 7.
- -~
—_— Good. Poor. Bad. !
— Good. ] Poor. ] Bad.
PER CENT. | PER CENT. | PER CENT. ‘ -
Men e et . 75.?} Zgg 95 ’ PER CENT. | P
e as v 5o- . o . . ER CENT. | PER CENT.
Women e o . R 750 260 . : R Women B 80-2 512 186
g;:ﬁsdl;)g mothers .o .. [ . 947 53 . ! Children .e .. .e .o .. .. 931 69
on .o .e . .o .o . M
: N e e
/ -
. Gaxg No. 2. . Ganec No. 9.
/ i — - v’;
Good. Poor. Bad ¢ — ‘ Good. l Poor. ‘ Bad. ‘ {{ 2
v A P
PER CENT. PER CENT, PER CENT. PER CENT. PER CENT PER CENT. ‘
M ve  we e e 842 15-8 oo Women e ee e ae e e 387 516 9-7 ‘ b
en o . 0. o I 630 296 74 Nursing mothers .. . .- e . 458 333 20'8 ‘ -
Women e et 7 76:0 25°0 . Children .. s ex  ee e e| 038 42:3 38 | e z
Nursing mothers .. (1] [ o i 816 185 e ! | ! i
Chﬂd_ren .e .o .o se (A4 . - — e S—— . /
— f,
y
“ “ .
{
. i
]
I
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_Gane No. 10.
:— ~e ) N v .
‘ — Good. | - Poor. Bad.
o, N PBR CENT. PER CENT, PRR CEBNT.
Men. .. e s .. . .. e 750 <250 - .o
Women e e ve e e . 500 444 56 -
Nursing mothers .. o . . . 500 -- 60-0 e
[ Children . . . ve . . 786 143 7-1

10. It will be seen that the condition of gangs differs considerably.” Such dif-

forences are due to factors such, as caste and distance to be walked from villages,¢==
could every now and then obtain
y frequent when fodder is ata

Thus the Madiga, who, in addition to his C wage

meat from a dead bullock (and deaths are necessaril

’

high price as at present) would stand a much better chance of getting sufficient

=]

nutriment than the non-meat eating Boyee. In all cases, however, the ill-nourished
condition of the women is very striking. This 1s due to the fact that they have been,

as a body, longer subjeet to the undesirable conditions of the C wage than the men, as
bers as shown by the following

the latter have only lately joined the works inlarge num

statement :—

-

*

Increase or decreage = - OF —.

Week beginning

‘ Men, Women. Children.
315t Deccmber 1896 (on this date) 641 1,830 442
7th January 1897 .. . ve — 115 — 344 4+ 32
14th e e e — 151 — 532 — 125
20t e e — 122 — 9232 | = 117
98th 4 ae e T 4+ 47 + 20
4th February ,, .. + 110 -+ 214 4+ 99
1Mth 5, s .o 4 97 + 204 + 55
16th » e :t 155 4+ 195 4+ 167
25th b e 154 + 196 + 28

1

11. This is ‘owing to the men having, rather than accept the inadequate C wage
near their homes, gone to the Nandikotkur taluk and to the canal villages in Sirvel
taluk for work, during the harvest, leaving their women at

therefore, borne the full brunt of the influence of this wage.
must be made for the unconscious selfishness of the male native of this class. From
the cholum ske has ground into flour

the common platter he honours his wife by eating
d has cooked with fuel she has searched for, and leaves her to eat

at no little labour, an

home.

The latter have,

Further, some allowance

(after he has made a caleulation, using as his gauge a hungry stomach) what he
tal for the ereature God has specially

considers is the correct proportion of the scanty to
given him to fu

1fil the functions of helpmeet. Again, something must be allowed for

the unselfishness of the average female, who not only submits, and is well content, to
cce her lord and master eaf the greater share first, but rarely forgets to give more than

their fair share of the remnants to her ¢
I offer for the women showing so quickly
fining, be correct or not, the fact with which

and especially the women, both on the Owk and Ramap

dition requisite, if it be desired to retain the labourer ] .
oot ¢ E ’ in receipt of the C ration of the Famine Code, which, theoretically

f the people.

ve suffered most, I specially
I excluded, both here and at

that they have been 1
at least, i consl

12. Having regard to the fact that the women ha

amined them as to anemia. In making tl.lis estimate, 1 ¢
T alts of the Famine Code, that 1s,

Ramapuram, the so-called ad :

of aze. At Owk works, of 977 women examined, 1>+4 per cen
mic, 18-4 per cent. anxmic, and 112 per cent. very anmic,

gnemic,

dered to take cognizance of the customs o

hildren. Whether, however, the reasols
the eyil influence of the C wage, plus
I have to deal is that all relief workers,
uram works, are far below the
rin health and strength, and

children above 12 years

t. were found slightly

8

3

»
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13. Whilst examining the gangs, several tved stating tt
; ] persons arfived stating they h: o

be en.rolled on the previous day without success. The instruciions goivezyt:;l ‘tigea?]ht du:Q
Tahsildar by t}{e .CollectOt absolve him from all respdnsibility as to the enrollin}i o)f.:
%angs;l ; hencﬁe, it 1s proba?_ly due to the Public Works Department that no site m;;l'e

y a flag, where new applicants can assemble, was found ei s
i3, Famine (o). ) ound either here or at Ramapura:.

14. Kitchen.—This was in a “ tope ” of - trees. No buildi
_ . ings had b

and as there is plenty of shade, there seems no necessity, until th§re are stz;?lsez(fac::i(};

"again appearing ; before which time the works may probably be shifted. 7Tin moulds

with rounded ends were employed, instead of the orthodox squar
There can, o_f course, be no objection to this, beyond the fact ghat ihﬁtzﬂ }giso?vlg;l(fi ;
more handling than necessary. Indeed, on all famine works visited by me, I ﬁ]f;
?he. ppcuhanty that single moulds are adhered to, instead of the multiple forr’ns used
in juils. IHence, there is much more handling than requisite. With the multisel
form it. is possible to place, say, ten “ puddings” into the mould at once insteadpoe;.
gqueezing each bit by bit; one stroke of a piece of wood ensures the whole being
correctly filled. °
15. There were 38 persons ou relief in the kitchen, of whom 34 were actuall
present. The indents are made correctly. oy

16. Bamapuram.—On the day of my inspection, there were 1,190 on the works
The same remarks apply to these relief workers as to those at Owk as to health
conditions and their causation. Their state is, on the whole, inferior to thaf foml:i at
Owk. Some of the gangs were supplied by distant villages.  Thus, Itikala "distant
between 5 and 6 miles, sent a contingent, some of whom, however, slept in nei’O'hbour-
ing villages ; but, as found by me on enquiry at Itikala, numbers walked the 11 or 12
miles duily, in addition to their work. -

17. Of 124 women examined, 19-4 per cent. were found slightly anemic, 20-9
er cent. angemic, and 65 per cent. very anemic. In making all estimates of health
children who were of doubtful age were excluded, as in the case of Owk, and I ma.’
add, in 1eference to persons whose great age rendered diagnosis of eondi;ion open ti*
doubt, these were #lso excluded from the calculation ; and, again, where th[i)nness
combined with advancing age was found, every effort was made to gi’ve due allotance
before classing them. As usual, the condition of gangs differed considerably. Thus
I have seen gangs side by side with others, whose states were hardly compals-;ble " n
such instances, I have always found sufBeient reasons in the fact that the better gang
meant one from a village where probably resources were not so exhausted as u% the
other, or that there was less distance to walk to the village, that fining had occur 3
less frequently, &e. . ’ 8 curred

Health condition of relief workers examined at Ramapuram—

_— Good. Poor. Bad.

. PER CENT. | PER CENT, .
Men .. . . . . . . 524 . 42'8 rER :.BSNT
Wom.en .e . .. . .o .. 395 478 129
Nursing mothers .. o e .o . 373 53'3 98
Children .. .. . . . . 83-7 34-1 9.2

18. Kitchen.—The remarks made as to the Owk kitchen afply here in all details.

19, Recommendations— Water-supply.—In all cases, the gangs should be supplied
with separate receptacles for water. These should be covered. For the purpose
large chatties covered with ordinary chipas would suffice, or kerosine tins with
covers. These should be filled by the carts serving them, instead of allowing the
relief workers to crowd round the carts when on their journeys to and fro.b\ To
prevent ¢ dipping,” ¢ Burmese spoons’’ (of which the pattern 18 available from
Messrs. Sultan & Co.) should be employed, both on the works and in the
kitchens. At Ramapuram, the only well available is in the village. This being a

[
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¢ Step-well,” all ' No. 215, REVENUE, 99ra MarcH 1897, : 9 -
-well,” all persons drawing ; - AT A e |
need not be said that thi ing water defile it with their f . : 7
flf the advent of chﬁle&gli(gl(‘i‘cemﬁul)s mo’i‘thdangemus' haVingr:gréuzg t};laeng::)barll)('ll'tl t Resolution—dated 1511 March 1897, o #0
“the kitehen near the O ﬁ guarding its purity should be praetis(:ls ould be kept on 2. The general conclusion to be drawn from the Sanitary Commissioner’s notes
2. Onl wk works, . as to the? water for regarding the re}ief—workers at Uwk is that the transfer Of the charge thereof to the
ot Romma nly one shed for shelter of persons f - ' ) Public Works Department subsequent to .the Commissioner’s inspection of the works
s pkl)lram ; but is not used, in part b rom distant villages has been erected there at the beginning of December last (B-F- dated 5th December 1896, No. 398),
- o l}ltl.chlgﬁy_ on account of the absenggal;se no shelter at the sides has been has been followed by considerable mismanagement and great want of sympathetic
sourrs sta“ ich is inconveniently distant. If ‘1h.arrangements to deliver water, the treatment of the workers. The latter hav’e, been classed wrongly, and thus put upon
y in the sheds. 1t woal - 18 were seen to, the reli " a waco' which is 1ot 8 « working wage; they have been fined severely for not
stones) free of - uld also be ad b g 1ef workers 4 0~ o b
cost, as without this food cannot bvlsa le to provide chuckies (grinding completing their tasks, while from other PAPC™® that have core beloro the Board, 1t
21. Conservancy—No ait not be prepared. °© S is clear that the Executive Fngincer took 1o adequate steps to satisfy himself that
advisable. Relief workers co;&npt.has been made at conservancy, This i : T ~M},. standard tasks of the Code were suitable to tbe cireumstances and condition of the
cooly, are apt to defile the i Ing in the early morning, befo thy . Llhis1s certainly people in the locality ; the men have been driven away to dls'gant parts of the dis-
to conservancy for scatteredmmedlat-e surroundings. The l‘el e arrival of the head trict to “eat up,” the harvest work there, and thus the explanations which have, from
conservancy system). To mgﬁngs 18 to rely upon the use 121?) estlxlneans of attending time to time been offered for the falling off in sumbers at Owk, that the people found
lowing the employment of tha e these holes accurately, and W%trllla boles (the Jewish employment,at Earvesting Were misleading ; and finally the Public Works Department
epade * made by Vosers Sult? crowbar, I advise the us:a of th ! “°l1t }oss of time fol- Officer in charge bas failed to comply with the provisions of the (;ode as to the admis-
22. V. s Bultan & Co., Royapettah, Madras e *Jewish conservancy , sion of all applicants for smployment. 1That such & state of affairs should have been
condi-ti(;n fagei’;‘r and Rutions.—Some effort should ) allowed to arise is not cre itable to the officers of the Public Works 'Department con-
on, of these people. The decrea ld at once be made to miti cerned, and reflects 8 verely on the Revenue officers, whose duty it is to see that the
which has occurred with se of fining, and the civi itigate the erned, and reflects T dequately, the reli f which their di
thing more isre uisite b in the last fortnight will doubtl e giving of the B wage ) people of their charges receiv® prom ptly and 2ceis oly, the 1& € 2 ich their distress
B ot E I(q‘ isite before it can be hoped that the (tﬁ ess help matters. But some- , demands. This is, the Board believes, the fourth time that the Board has brought
tient 8 lda}? into -a correct condition of health yT e women more particularlyyca to the notice of Government the unfitness of the Executive ¥ngineer 10 Kurnool for
are af\;;(?: 1-e'e§t2f]sve afed_as offers to the most fecblo :Osegregate and treat them Zs p': employment on relief work. The Board is glad to learn that Government has appointed
their living by s oniloncy belng, as long asthelr eupabibiy o tuod at the kitchen e O cer to replaco L. 1 ing of February,
entering the kitchen fro epend on charity, irrespective )f or work exists, to eurn 3. From the end of December till the beginning of Febyuary, the works were not
a special case, T would on if;zs:}el;néih other prejudices. Undefthgl: known dislike to visited by the Divisional Officers though tthﬁ lllfm;’es’s We“; de‘;‘eaﬁ.’l% flhrﬂlghout the
work sh e wage of the w ; circumstances i . e. during the first half of January, & preciated his responsi- ;
T e e e el i T v, M Tt b st el
dition of the g‘c;]nns, mi:}(:llsl rfl?:a;obﬁnmg, for contumacious reffls;)ln:ofor Sl]imt work for ‘ " tion to be diverted from his special t0 the ordugilg’. " O{d%l E Pf? ?f o oo anTofﬁeer |
Sanitary Officer, 5’1. theome dical & e agaiu examined and re work. The con- has been de uted to relieve him), this state 0 ings would IOt ave arisen. hat it i
tice ubordinate on th ported on by the Distri ! P . 2+ remembered that the Commissioner, after pers 1 -
effected, this indulgence given on medi on the spot, and if i istrict . has is the more SUTPNELLg when it 18 I¢ . tenti lomer, BILCr persora {
1 L improvement h . . " tion, drew partmular attention to its needs in the |
recently placed on D W%ge at Ow?: ical grounds might be with as been inspection of the locality 10 question, . way .
y : D wk should be 8 withdrawn. The gang - C the locd "7 1+ illustrated by the fact that the people of Itikala and its :
otherwise their condition must rapidly become Woggt on C wage without taskiﬁin_o of .re}llgf. 1’11'}(1)1; ;:iﬁti\;ngtz go 80 far—too far—in search of employment. No meore b
08, Itikela villuge.—This villago, as alread T 3 I«ﬁf 01111213 ‘i) A permitted in meeting this want, and the Board is satisfied that, under the B
from the site of the Ramapuram \\?o ;k T ady stated, is between five and si . elay mus", £ the present Acting Collector, 1t 18 only necessary to draw his atten- §
ersons who would otherwi s. This question of dis nd six miles administration © . : {he Public Works Department is not onl “
P who would otherwise attempt to work goi 1stance precludes feeb tion thereto provlded always that the orks Lep not only ready 1
fourteen villages are within a radius of five mile sggmg so far. ~ Seeing that no lessefh . bl\(;fcl wilelli‘no 4o afford . him the assistance he requires it the matter. The Board has [
works be opened here for their benefit at once. I‘Tollll(; {-tﬂfiala’ I would advise that rel?g; . aot yet been able to elicit from the Collector a statement a8 to whether the 64 coolies of ¥
might well be employed is in a most abominable conditoi?m to Tadpatri on which they Itikala, referred f0 3% unpaideu]]a]- o dgzezlé i;gelzggzntll?ae: tlhseig, - 39§ ’ %ave yet
- . . ) . 7% . . . ug A were pald at once.
24. The village well - e * coeivod thier arrears.  Mx yougm = : ;
nine ;nches of Wat%r ixf itm Iltékizlam oglyﬁﬁng well being within the village—has oul 4. The Collector should give attention to the, demand for relief near the town of
soon as possible . uc ed with silt. 1 advise this be clearedna);\ Koilkl;ntla, and the attention of alth(iHe(;t](;Ii‘s X lit;b easdrtiwgh to the I.':m?ks of the 1
. : . . ] N ; of his noLes, e n{ " -ty for clearl
. . g ; Sanitary (Commissioner 10 P rap e hich it i _ Y
95. Unlireddipalle—A deputation from this vi : i o ini jcants for relief the 7 tions under which it Is 68”5 they ma
) [ . villag . ~xplaining to applicants 0¥ re : N y may !
night whilst travelling towards Tadpatri. They toofemrgez :)n“?nlnath? ﬁnddle of the. .omslfc assurged thft, as shown in paragraph 22 of ?1: notei, 1fn -n}gst place. che workers l}
about 90 feet deep, which they had dug at their own cost, which was vy;fl  STpaenty | cecking relief bave 107 much sturdy sel‘f-mspﬁ'cf ; applz s 1ﬁ e antiper ot ‘
pever had any. Water has, since the formation of the village, been br‘;xlm](l): ; wateraod . gtress ; mor are the conditions under which reliet on wor 8 is offered in any danger of -/
tance by carts; but, as this source had also failed, they degia;'e they willohavel;otlz)1 ta ; dlsi becoming unduly attractive. - d dd' :onal evi ; -
about three miles to get water dally. I could not sée anvthi £ th rave 5. The Sanitary Commissioner bnngs forward & ltIO'Il evidence, if any were /
country, and am therefore not able to gi ini ythung o surrounding needed, of the unsuitability of the C class wage 25 2 working wage, and of the fact :
case is_ evidently one where En give any opinion as toa poss%ble remedy. The . that th:z D class wage can only be used a8 & penal. wage under safeguards of the most }
i y lere an fngineer should carefully examine the surround- » {ringent nature and of the character indicated in the extract from the report of the
ing country, with the object of ascertaining wher rell could b i Pt issi i No. 144 of 1897. T i '
advantage than th 5 e a woll could be sunk, with more ' Famine Commission quoted 11 P. No. 144 of 1597. he Board, in the light of
ge than the present atterpt by the villagers. . : these remarks, bas 1o hesitation in directing, i anticipation of the sanction of Govern-
- . ment, that in Do CBEE, save for contumacy, shall fining be allowed so as to lower the
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wage of workers below the C class wage for more than a week, nor to the D class wage
for more than three days, except with the sanction of the Collector or his Divisional
Officer. On the Owk and Ramapuram works, the wages of the women, whether
nursing-mothers or others, should not for one month be allowed to fall below the
value of 21b. (80 tolas) of grain. 1Itis only at Chinnathambalam in Bellary, and at
Yadiki in Anantapur, that the Board has found coolies gencrally—more especially at
the last-named place—in bad condition. When the Commissioney inspected some 4,000
coolies at Owk in November last they were in good condition and good spirits. That
they should have fallen off to the extent reported by the Sanitary Commissioner is a

disgrace to the administration in Kurnool, where, with some alleviation since Mr. Elwin’s
arrival, famine management has heen consistently unsympathetic and perfunctory.
6. The Collector of Kurnool will

. 1 1 be requested to give immedjate attention to t
suggestions of the Sanitary Commiss

14), water-supply (paragraph 19), provision of
servancy (paragraph 21); and in the latter re
digging trenches about 200 yards to the lee
providing them with movable scre
day to day by relief labour.

7. The matters of village water-supply alluded to in paragraphs 19, 24 a;ld 25 of
the notes should receive attention ; but the Board fears that tl%e II())cality’ mentioned in

the last paragraph presents no facilities for obtainine water easily. Even in t ¢
favourable seasons, the difficulty is great. ° y 2 1n the mos

8. Having in view the fact that the distress in Koilkuntla is alread
Board requests that it may be authorised to direct the Coll

shelter on works (paragraph 20) and con-
spect, the Board considers thata plan of
o leeward of the work spot, and, if Decessary,
ens, 18 the simplest. This can easily be done from

Divisional Officer to give more attenfion to the- other two tal

(Sirvel and Nandyal), parts of which are also severely affected.

(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed)  R. V. SRINIVASIAR,

8 .

To the Secretary to Government, Revenne Department. soretary
» the Collector of Kurnool.

» all other Collectors

» the Sanitary Commissioner.

OrpEr—No. 215, Revenue, dated 29th March 1897,

Miscellaneous. . ﬁecorde d
* . {True Extract.)
(Sigued) @, STOKES,
8. Secretary to Government.
L} . C'.

To the Board of Revenus (Revenue Settloment,

Land Records and Agricul'ture),
» the Financial Department. .

» the Public Works Department.
» the Local and Municipal Department,
» the Accountant-General.

Exd. Md. Pahilvan,

73 Copiss.
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