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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

———

READ"t}lJ: ﬁO%Ong Proeeedi_ngs of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,
nd Records and Agriculture), dated 11¢h March 1897, No. 221 :— -

Read—the following Fortnightly Narrative for the Vizagapatam district during the
Period ending 98th February 1897 :—

StATE oF Country.

Rainfall ang Water-suppiy.

Distriot rainfall, Actual Expected

rainfull, ramnfall.
, In the fortnight - Toasoa0

Up to the fortnight from April' - 3498 5311

There was very good rain ip Gol japatinag izi
; rery gonda, Gajapatinagaram, Vizianagram taluks
o ortions of Bimlipatam, Srungavarapukota, Palkonda, 8iléiru, BobLili and Chipuru-
palie; aiew drops only in Sarvasiddhi and none in Vizagapatam, The trouble about

dnnkmg—water 18 eased in almqst all places except the coast taluks where it remains
most serious, but efforts are being made to meet it

A gricultural opera tw:gs and condition of slanding ¢rops.—Ploughing gencral wherever
the ramn fell.  Gingelly, indigo and greca.n i nin The
; L gelly, ) green-gram sre boing sown in many places. e

ew standing dry crops benehteo} much from the rain, as also did the paira ragi and the
garden crops under wells, of which every village, where water can be found by digging,
has a faxr_amqunt sta)ndl_ng; sugarcane is being harvested still. The outturn is from
poor to middling. Ragi under wells has beey harvested in parts with fair outtura.

Supply of fodder and pasture and condilion of cattle.—TFodder is very scarce. It
even paysryots of Sarvasiddhi taluk to take bandies to Géddvari and import it for sale.
Grass is much refreshed wherever the recent rain fell.  In Vizagapatam taluk there
appears to be none and it is marvellous where the gruss-cutters produce it from. Catile
ot any value are well. Inferior and uncared for cattle look very poor in parts, but I
believe as much from want of water as that of food, '

General remarks on above subjects.—The rain has done good by encouraging agri-
cultural work and Increasing supplies of drinking-water and pasture,

1897,
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Foop sUPPLIES AND THE STATE OF THE MARKETS.

. incipal food-grains at principal markets in the affected tracts, in seers of 80 tolas
Prices of principa por mg;:e, for the period ending 28th February 1897.

Rice. Ragi. Cumbu.

Stations. Endof | Endot | Endof | Endof | Endof | Endot Remurks.
last fort- | current | last fort- | eurrent | last fort- | current
night. | fortnight.| mnight. |fortnight.| night. fortnight.

ey i 0 10-86 18-00 18-00 17:50 17-50 [ The fall in rice at
.; g{flrﬁ"x?utlpumm . : lggf 10-25 16-20 17-28 15-75 16-80 Saltru is due to cho-
3. Palkonds .. .. 9-60 9:60 16-18 1616 2178 2079 lere keeping away
Y Gajapatinagaram . 9-84 984 - 1776 17-76 15-84 17-28 traders. Ragi hus -
5. Chipurnpalle .. .. 9-48 943 15-84 15-84 1728 1728 | risen in the south of
6. Vizianagiam .. .. 9-04 904 1616 1616 1534 15684 | the district owing
7'. Vizagup:;tam . . 9-26 926 1565 15°65 14-65 - 1496 to falling off in the
8. Chodavaramu .. .. 9-50 9-50 19-11 1911 18-48 1848 | imports from Géda-
9. Anaképalle .. .. 950 9-50 16-38 1547 .. .. vari. Similarly
10. Yellamanchili ,, . 950 9-60 16-38 14-56 e 1408 cumbu,

11. Narasapatnam .. 987 10-34 18-48 17-64 17-82 1620

Average .. 9-65 973 1692 1669 | 1716 ’ 1692

Activity of trade.—Trade continues active and even small ryots engage in import
from Jeypore and Géd4vari as a speculation.

Imports.—By rail 82,841 maunds for the fortnight ending 28th Febrliary 1897.

By sea 2,199 mannds for the fortnight ending 28th February 1897,
By road from Jeypur 6,366 cart-loads for the fortnight ending 28th February

ConpiTiON oF THE ProrLE.

The condition of the working classes is good or normal. There is ag yet no
demand for employment which cannot be met by ordinary works. The most careful
enquiries are being made and directed as to the existence of a demand for employment
in any locality which would give a test work a chance of success. None such is
reported from anywhere. The people to whom the terms of relief work have been
explained seem to regard them as,unworthy of consideration. T believe that, in this
district, it will be found that a very considerable degree of positive distress will be
required to induce people to come to famine work and that to induce them to do so
before they are, to some extent, both mentally and physieally distressed, will be found
impossible. ~ At present the working classes must, no doubt, be stinting themselves, but
they are not nearly so much so as to induce them to do a full day’s work for the price
of two ragi meals,

As regards the condition of the non-working elasses—I mean those who never will
work—that is the decrepit, aged, the blind, lame, lepers, beggars and other persons,

‘Who at all times live by charity, I see a change for the worse since my return from

Jeypur. In Vizianagram and Vizagapatam beggars are more in evidence and in worse
conditions than they were before and unorganised charity does not fully meet their
requirements. The kitchens proposed by Raja Gajapati Rao will do much good, but I
may very soon fiud it necessary to propose the administration of relief to this class at
Government kitchens in a few places. . '

The ordinary people in villages are in normal condition according to the reports
of my officers, and also so far as I have seen myself. I am now carefully inspecting
selected villages in Anakdpalle and Sarvasiddhi taluks.

Sickness and morfality.—Cholera is prevalent in S4ldru and Srungavarapukota
taluks and in a few villages of most taluks. No deaths from starvation,
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Remarks.—Jail population for the fortnight—

(5]
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Read—also the following weekly season report for Vizagapatam district for week
. ending 6th March 1897 :—

"Water for cultivation only by baling from wells; drinking-water very scarce in
parts. Every endeavour being made to improve supply. Transplanted sugarcane
one taluk., Wet crop only sugarcane under wells, Dry crops under wells doing
fairly. ITarvested sugarcane nine taluks, ragi 5, and tobacco 4, outturn in all mid-
dling ; chillies in 4, bengal-gram in two, poor. Pasture very scarce where no rain fell,
but improved in other places. Fodder very dear but procurable ; cattle getting thin in
places as much from want of water as food. Prospects bad ; cholera prevailing in eight
taluks in plains, one in agency tracts ; 201 attacks, 70 deaths. People are in want of
work inparts. A test work will bo opened at Dokmarri to-morrow. Gratuitous relief
to destitute non-workers advisable in large centres. Funds applied for ; am conductilig
careful enquiries as to likely localities for test works; expect to have to open one or
two more shortly. One will be required in Sarvasiddhi taluk, unless ordinary public
works expanded very early. F ood-grains imported by sea 2,054 maunds, imported
from Jeypore 4,077 carts, also considerable local import from Gdddvari by road;
exported by rail 114 maunds, imported 7,695 maunds. Kmigrants to Burma 43,

Read—also the following letter from W, O. HORNE, Esq., Collector of Vizagapatam,
to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Scttlement and Director of
§le Iire}iitrtment of Land Records and Agriculture, dated 4th March 1897,

0. Y.Tour :— :

‘ In my fortnightly narrative despatched yesterday, I made some remarks about
the provision of work in this district by the Public Works Department, and 1 have the
honour now to report that I inspected to-day a good many villages in the Sarvasiddhi

taluk lying south of Yellamanchil; and also the stone-breaking work which the district

board is carrying on at quarries in the same neighbourhood. This part of the Sarva-

siddhi taluk is very badly off. The Local Fund Board Las been doing all it can by
employing coolies at metal breaking, at first by daily labour and afterwards, when
1t was found that it was found to b impossible to arrange to pay individual coolies
satisfactorily by means of petty contract given to working coolies who make up their
OWn gangs. This has done much good, but the number applying are inclined to
lncrease, as I have ordered that work be given| to all who want it, and they may
lucrease to an extent which cannot be coped with under the present ordinary sy stcr};i
This will drive us to open test works, and to give these any chance of.success it \{’_1
be necessary to close the ordinary works, This will amount to starving the coo ifs
into accepting famine work, which it scems a pity to do if they can be usefully
. employed otherwise.,

2. In my opinion if plenty of ordinary work is made available, test works tl‘)'ll% :11:’:
" become necessary in this part of the district before the south-west monsoon, bub LT
district board is unable to do enough by itself. .
_ 3. I enclose a copy of a letter which I have to-day addressed to the Executli:'}?

Engineer which explains the position, but the result of previous corrcspondcn};:et‘?;’his
the Public Works Department in this district does not lcad me to suppose tha st
: will be sufficient, and I therefore beg that the Board will be plcafed to I%ff‘;l:rks
Government to issue specific orders that ordinary work under the 1 ubh;: Ay
Department in this district be provided without unnceessary delz}y, and b)’b Sdomla) at
at latest. If anything is to be done uscfully, it is esseutial that it should be .
once. S

Excrosure.

From W. O. HORNE, Esq., Acting Collector of Vizagapatam, to the Exccutive Engineer,
Vizagapatam division, dated 4th March 197, No. nil.

. . : d

In continuation of my letter, No. nil, enquiring ab(_mt projected Work.mlfhtla1 nﬁﬁhxxg:st

of Dimile, Sarvasiddhi taluk, to which I have as yet received no reply, I have td e 02 considerable
that you will, if possible, take steps to get sanction for and to put in hand som .

R .- - MLy T e 1

.Yy
KARA

No. 2014, Revexue, 2518 Marca 1897, 7

work or works, of which a fair proportion should be earthwork, in the neighbourhood of Raya-
varam, Dimile, Purushottapuram or immediately adjacent’ parts of Sarvasiddhi taluk, Work is
needed by the people thers and the local boards are providing what they can, but it is insuff-
cient, and it is certain that if your department is unable also to put in hand work which will
afford ordinary employment to the working classes, we shall be driven at an early date to regular
famine works. If, on the other hand, in accordance with the recent orders of Government,
ordinary works are expanded to a reasonable extent, I do not anticipate that famine works will
be necessary. I have obtained fror.n Mr. Haukins a note of estimates submitted for sanction
within the last three months, in which I find several works which would exactly answer require-
ments; I may instance the estimate for Rs. 28,000 for Tatakulapalem channel and subsidiary
works and those amounting to Rs. 16,840 —all earthwork, or nearly so—for the embankment of
the Varaha river. I request that you will take early steps to get some of these works put in
hand by the 1st April next at latest. ; .

Read—also the following letter from W. Q. HORNE, Esq., Acting Collector of
Vizagapatam, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement
and Director of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated 7th
March 1897, R.C. No. 840 :—

I have the honour, as I have intimated already, to inform you that, in my opinion,
the time has come when it is necessary to administer relief to some of those classes of
people who are unable to work and who can only -properly be relieved gratuitously,
I think that during the present month it will be necessary to open kitchens at or near
Vizianagram, Bimlipatam and Pdrvatipuram, and more may probably be necessary at
the beginning of next month,

2. 1 have the honour, under section 38 of the Famine Code, to apply for a grant
of Rs. 1,200 for expenditure in the current year on gratuitous relief at kitchens. My
estimate is, of course, very rough, but I take it that perhaps 800 people may require to
be fed at the kitchens indicated. This will cost for the lust half of this month about
Rs. 800.

RS.
Construction of each kitchen, Rs, 100 oos 300
Establishment—
Three Superintendents at Rs. 20 ... )
Bix warders at ks 5 v |
Nine water women at Rs. 8 ,.. .., ... >T°f,l 1 lé(s) 159 or for half & month
Bix cooks at Iis. 4 T e
Six scavengers at Rs. 3 TR |
Feeding . e -E)-(; .
Establishment e ean ver . 80
.Construction 300
1,180
Contingencies e e oo " 20

-—

Total ... 1,200
3. I have already reported that a test work will be opened in a day or two. I
propose to do this from Local Funds; but I am not quite sure whether, under G.0.,
No. 352 L., dated 18th February 1897, this is legal. If not, I request sanction for
Rs. 2,000 to be placed at my disposal under 33. Famine Relief—(2) Relief works in

ccharge of Civil officers—(a) Communications. I should be obliged if the sanction for

the kitchens were communicated by wire. I will instruct the local officers to make
the necessary preparations in advance, )

Resolution—dated 11th March 1897, No. 221,

The papers read above will be submitted for the information of Government,

2. The situation in Vizagapatam remains practically unaltered so far as the state
of the country is concerned, and prices are fairly steady, whilst trade is active and grain
is being imported in large quantities. ’

3. The people arereported tobe in good condition, but it is evident that the in-
auguration of relief measures cannot be much longer delayed. The people areloath to
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accept relief on works, but it is not clear that they. fully understand that the relief
worker’s wage is not meant to serve for the support of their dependants who will be
gratuitously rclieved at kitchens. This should be clearly explained to all who come
fo the test works and provision should be made that the kitehens opened are adequate
and well provided.

4. The Collector’s wish to expand ordinary works in parts of Lis district, expressed
in his letter No. Y-tour, dated 4th current, will be submitted to Goverument for con-
sideration, with the Board’s request that the Public Works Department may be
directed to open such works as the Collector desires in the localitics mentioued by him.
The Collector’s letter No. Y-tour, dated 4th March 1897, is also submitted in original.

5. The Collector’s proposal to offer gratuitous relief ai kitchens at Vizianagram,
Bimlipatam and Pérvatipuram has the Board’s approval, but care must Le taken that no e
one is admitted to the kitchen registers who is not qualified under section €2 of the
code. His application for the grant of funds to meet charges on these kitchens will
be submitted to Government for sanction. The Collector should now draw up an

estimate of the probable expenditure that may be neccssary for tho relief of distress N X : '

between this and the opening of the south-west monsoon. S, . ' ,/M;‘ o %:9 Hnloflen
6. The Government will also be requested to place Rs. 2,000 at the disposal of the . N )
Collector for relief works to be éxecuted by civil officers. G.0., No. 352 L., dated SN e . .
15th February 1897, does not appear to have been communicated to this department. :
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7. The attenticn of Government will be drawn to the Coll)lect%rr’s l(ioncluding re- . Y '
marks in his fortnightly narrative with the request that the Pu lie Works Department B AP ’ e O Al rst” L el T - °

officers concerned xz;xay be called upon for an explanation. 1 et it 0 O o . , | o> /”"‘4[""’ :

(True Copics and Extract.) - . : . . % ' e ;

(Signed)  R. V. SRINIVASIAR, j a f 7 ; @ ( 3 Zﬂ,ﬁj ;

. Secretary. L . ‘ \ 1

To the Secretary to Government, Revenuo Department,

with letter No. Y-Tour, dated 4th March 1897, from the ) ' > ‘ ' .

Collector of Vizagapatam in original.

Collector of Vizagapatam.

» . b . .
Copy to the Collector of Ganjém. - : o 7 , ’-’@/.;74/}/ . i

" ,, Sanpitary Commissioner. . . \
. L Opwrr or GinTERNWEANT M e o R
Orper—No. 2017, Revenue, dated 25th March 1897, , S '
Recorded.
l Miscellaneous, “qy . . . )
9. Orders will issue in the Financial C . ar GeverpaisT

Department placing a sum of Rs. 2,000 ) o
at the disposal of the Collector for relief works and Rs. 1,200 for gratuitous relief. x _ o

3. Explanation has already been called for from the Public Works Department ‘f
with reference to the shortcomings noticed by the Collector in the concluding portion 5

of his narrative. |
4. Ordered that the following telegram be despatched to the Collector :— : E

CRIATRUPE ) WITK BITYO.

s Your letter to Board, 7th instant. Proposals gratuitous relief sanctioned.” l s -
\ Favaws . o7 H;l() S KREING MPANT TOR DESPATCE . )
(True Extract.) IS ! N O LIBINAL, .
(Signed)  G. STOKES, | ‘ ‘ X N , / .
Ag. Secretary to Government. ) L \ ' / - /
I . Y SR
To the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement, ' j 4 o |

Land Kecords and Agricultare). A |

,, the Financial Department.

,, the Local and Municipal Department.
,» the Public Works Department.

,, the Accountant.-General.

W

Fxd. Shaik Karim.
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