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Note on the proposed Bezwada-Masulipatam Railway.

——oaiaipo—

’

1 The Government of India whilst holding the opinion that the Bezwada-Masulipatam
Jine should probably be made eventually, has decided “to deferthe consideration of the proposed
extonsion until the effect of the opening of the East Coast State Railway on the course of trade

is more apparenb.” .
With all deference to the Government of India I am unable to see how the constr}lctnon
of the Beswada-Masulipatam Railway can affect the course of trade on the Ea.st Coast Railway.
The former cannot possibly compete with the latter; it can never be apy thing other than a
It is required not to take stoff from the East Coast Ra.ilway ; but to tap the 1800
gquare miles constituting the Kistna Eastern Pelta: and to_carry its produ.ce on to tEe great
¢ {runk lines, whether Bast Coast Railway; Nizam’s Gauranteed btate Railway; or Southern
Maharatta Railway. Reference will be made hereaft':er to the fears that have been so .c?nshant-
cpressed, that the Bezwada-Masulipatam line might be used as a means of reviving thg
Iy ezfpl‘ ; erity of the port of Masulipatam, at the expense of Cocanada., For the present
'wa'nlﬂg ‘p'm‘t,pt sZ that whether on the completion of tke B. M. Railway the trend of trade
it is sufficient 10 7 Cocanada or elsewhere, the construction of ‘the Bezwada-Masulipatam

i towards Madras, . ;
vl?l'llzzyocan have no possible influence on the course of trade on the main line. 'Lhe Beswada-
al

Masulipatam traffic will follow not guide the course of trade. ‘ ' .
9 It has been said that since the Kistna Eastern Deltais alr'eady supphed'wmh roads.and
]s, and siuce its produce is even DOW finding 1ts way to outside markets either by rail or
o necessity for a Railway line through the delta. The argument scarcely needs dis-
s .there 1Is ﬂ°_ ht have been used as appropriately to damn the whole K. C. Ry. and pot that
c.ussxon. bt :,n;%er Railway that has ever any where in a civilised and inhabited country been
line ooy, du T'he {nhabitams of the Kistna Eastern Delta, one of the richeshAand most populous
constrl}0t0 d sav that they are not being given equal facilities with their brethern elsewhere;
tI.Mt-s fn In ':13:;] Zhem only with canals and roads, they are condemned to an antiquated means
that in Prowdl Ee handicapped in their competition with more favoured Districts; " I need not
of bramslt al;n a‘a,n imperfections of the roads and canals in the delta. They, have often been
dil.a tf gnormeb:}orz Buat it is clear that canals which are closed for the very ‘months during
pointe ‘ .

hich exportation of produce is most active, can hardly be considered ideal means of transit.
whic -
a  The argument stated in the first sentence of the last preceding paragraph proceeds

3. mption, that the roads and canals at present existing or that may hereaiter be con;
on the assu ﬁir;e fc:r the distribution not only of the actually existing quantum of produce of the
gtructed, SUE any possible increase thereof that may be hoped for. This is not the case, and

T delty, but: ary it is certain that the construction of & line of Railway through the heart of the

on the co’;dr i{r o an immense stimulus to production especially of rice and food grains. The

delta wou gk ouly of that portion of the Kistna delta lying to the east of the river), is provided

detta (1 spf-aa ble *canals aggregating 109 miles in length; 4 metalled troads aggregating 78

with 3 navigd o mud s 1’1 d sand tracks, quite unfitted to carry heavy traffic. The first of these
1s, and the first of the roads are each great highways of commerce. That road is t}fe gnly

als, & toar thet is kept always in fair order. In the immediate nelghbourhood of this roa@
ofo of the ouland is very highly cultivated, two crops are almost invariably raised, and gene-
d cansl t'-h ° the utmost possible return ;s obtained from the soil. Things are diferent away
ly Bpaakmg Hways, and more particularly so the further one goes Fast. There the cultivators
trom the®” h]'gh tye;ception content with a single crop of paddy, sown in June or .'Tuly and
almost withou  January. For the remaining six months of the year the land l-les .falloYv

mberl(:x the eastcrn portions of the delta M cultivation 13
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2 | .
bad, mannring, weeding and cleaning of the soil and all the necessary operations of high class
cultivation are left undone, the ryot being contented with whatever return the Government
irrigation will yield to his ploughings and sowings,

4. Ihave had seven years’ experience of the Kistna District and it has been a c'onstant
sabject for wonder, that tracts comparatively spesking so near together should exhibit sucg
diverse degrees of productiveness. The explanation secms to me to be as follows. The Jan
toward the east of the District is on the average less fertile than that near the canal and road
first mentioned above. Partly no dcubt this is due to natural causes; but in no small degree
also to the much greater care devoted to the management of the soil in the latter than in the
former case. Another factor, or perhaps another way of stating the same fact is that the ryots
in the east are lazier than their neighbours in the west, more apt to trust to nature and the
irrigation chanuels, than to their own exertions. But the third factor, and that ono which in
itself accounts for the other two, the laziness of the cultivator and the inferiority of his sail, is
the lack of satisfactory means of commurication whereby he can export his produce. In the
eastern half of this area of 1800 5q. miles there are no roads, and eince the canals closs at the
eud of February, the ryot would be unable to export the produce of a second cropif he were
to grow ona. The first crop is reaped in December or J anuary @ second crop could not be

garnered before March : and it would be impossible then to send oft the produce by cart over
the many miles of rough cross country tracks to

year, which he knows will enable him to pay hi
next harvest. But give him an eusy means of e
of the Delta, and the ryot at once has an incen
extensive cultivation ; the soil yields more ; an

8 land assesswent, and Live in sufficicucy till the
xportiug his grain, a Railway through the heart
tive to greater activity ; to both intensive and
d the food supply of the country is increased.

« 8 Recently I had a striking proof of the necessit
in the Gudivada Talug. I had to sell by auction 1500 a
Bapatls Taluq, This is on the west of the Kistna river,
and within 4 or 5 miles of the Bezwada-Madras Railway,
27 per acre, the whole extent being sold except 90 acres,
to a mistake, Within a week of that sale I had to sell 10

y for better means of communication
cres of Government waste land 1 the
within 2 miles of & navigable canal

The average Price realised was ks,

-8-0 per

» Was that the tract being
aud thercfore laboup to bring
0 reach of this tract and it

be shipped at Masulipatam ? Qbvi
that ruuns to Cocanada, would ever be t
Masulipatam, Presumably whatever stuf i
to Bezwada, consigned to Cocanada, mj
no very alarming amount, and after all it
really 8o superior to Masulipatam ag

is alleged, merchants
ping from thence, notwithstandip gt

he transhipment at Bezwada,

The only other stuff that the Bezwada;
broad gauge line sre such goods as are entraj
less cousiderable thay thag brought by the So

Masulipatam Iine might
ned locally at Bezwada,
uthern' Maharatta Railw

possibly take from the
But this Traflic is much
ay to Bezwada, and there

The explanation

- | 3

i i as against
° i t the nuisance of transhipment to weigh the scale down in favor of Masulipatam g
is no

1 of Cocanada. |
the superior poré art of the local goods despatched from Bezwada comes down the K'lstn ;
"t tha wholo nt carried by the East Coast Railway forms only a small i:I'a.clnon 0
et b, o amtou ortion going by canal boat to Cocanada. The construction of th]:
et Bide th?lf;r::vzr gocanada. a much more commanding position to draw to itse
(todavari Bridge Wi

produce from th
proportionatply.
part of the Bezw
certain that the B

i i i o likely to attract to itself any large
N Bal[w;ly t];lir;e::::vf f)arsz;za:lag:e:fber ge carried to Cocanada? It is
. traﬂi?’ aetbam Railway cannot carry cheaper than the canal f.r(;m
':‘Zwa‘da"Ma;“ ::; the Masulipatam capal does not withdraw traffic from td'e
Bozwada (o Mo m: Z what channel of trade there has hitherto bLeen from B;zwa, ;,
9 Cocanada line. On thel(fonlz,':d{muy but surely being dried up. If there were .an.yt ga:h:t
to Masulipye b)" s ‘%villinv that of Cocanada, then the canals would halv.e ;):SB]S ; 1 that
the port of Masulipatam 'r‘ is th:case. Whether by rail or cansl the Masu 1;)3, ‘L~mer e i
rivalry. But the Zoit::;ga Even the castor trade whiclll cc;’m:s to ?es;vg:i:, czn:;V o not
. to Lo . ' RN .
dlverte(li\m,ulipatam but to (?ﬁca:t;f::i: f:r:h:yozz,awda 2o by the caml. I thor
" ITZ:nn:alrry stuff only at rates higher than the canal ?
¢

being
carried on to ;
the Masulipatam cana.

, bi .
Masulipatam Ralwsy hy dealers prefer to consign to Cocanada rather than Masuh-
w

. The principsl rouson Masulipatam has always been

b
id, i p eriority of the former por s bo
ivis said, o 107 gl:“ B: [())t the (f‘r,untur cotton merchants have once or twice tried
s, Som : ried
m, but always with unsatisfactory results ; and for man); yearst 1111: j:e_l
shipping from Musulxp“‘:lafr’om Guntur for shipment at Masulipatam. \Vlt.rl: c;,(zlm sl asto Coca; f
e 3 ; miles A-
as all bas ’peen cof’Zf“these merchants have always pleferr;d :h;;cs(:] ﬁ;at:h s L ¢ o
£ oarrbB® i from Bezwada to Ma
est means O asulipatam, A Railway . T oube chenr-
da to the 50 me" - h(l)f traﬁsxt than the existing canal. There is no conceiva
means
er but a dearer

these cotton merchants,
ploy one that is dearer. Lo

tam, lies : .
Elﬂo:t l;npo;)ular with shipper

b
t
f
:
»

‘2.

i ly tha : bysical conformatiou cof the place
9, It isnoton turopean shippers, but the physi ‘
. by all Europea
d at askance

y ituated on a narrow, shallow, tor-

t. I'he wharves are situa : . or-

ible as a plac.e (;f exffO;ater at low tides. This creek is 1} mile long: passing

h but a few e esa,n rove swamp of deep tenacious mud, awash at high tides.

h through &tl: byg a constantly éhifting bar which for most of the year has
d at its mou

i i i increases
The creck is impede ar on it at low tides; and from this bar the depth incr

1 f wat 105 | - N
not more than & few.::;(;h;:gze:: gill the 5 fathom line is reached at about 6 miles from the coas
4 erceptl e Sy
by almost 1mp

d to
Southwest, but completely expose
iehtly protected from vost : . '
The roadstead is an open one dsg" S ' ?q-he only means of shipping and discharging (,;a:»i: vlz
inds betrlen’ Nort Ens;oa;l 50. tons burthen. 1t has been proposed more than once
iy 0
about

i tived, one very

by gailing boats OEt , but the proposal has been consistently nega ,
hes to to

gteam launc

Lo e camaay. *

to be looke
poakes it nposs
’ tuous creek, Wit
; thronghout its lengt

w these boats
the unmanageable b

== h to picces. So b
‘der any conditicns

" shipping, 8s is ab prosen

.

imi - : i igation have
Is have similarl eated enquiry and investiga
10. Proposa ort. But rep
’ t of the p
mprovemen

the expenditure of crores.
an do, not even by expe

thing that Govemm;n:l(;ts pr’esent position, according to the weather
a 1

: the wharves cannétsba, taken nearer to the bar
ves 'the bar cannot be deepened or in B0y way con;
hird of the creek as well, exhibit a constan

ir

) P he

t found possible.

spend money on the i

that there is 10 o
"j['l;low:nchorave cannot be brought near
e (=]

he lower one t
the bar, but t ; ear to year,
trole® f°: nol:'(f)t? B;eir posib,ious and configuration fromy
tendency to shl .

-

t 4. e. further side of the Godavari River, and Masulipatam will suffer
o west ¢. e. fur

baving for years declined to use a cheaper means of trapsit should em- __
aving 0 IS

the mercantile traditions of Masulipatam are bad, causing the place .
t the m

ar of bard sand, which would probably -}i)lutse:i
ufficiont reaso being here is not the slightest probability that the cargo boats wi
% hat there 1

b n made from time to time, that Governmeut should
y been

Again proposals have
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been made to deepen and in psrts widen the creek; but what is the good of giving the creek a

.* better section, when its exit is blocked by an intractable and impossible bar ? And if such opera-

tions were of any use, what would be the prcbable cost ?

No company in the world would ever be mad enough to bury its money in the mud

» swamps that form the port of Masulipatam,

T

“a

N

LR e a o L,

11. It has been said that even without any expenditure on improvements to the Port
of Masulipatam, the construction of a Railway to it might be able to revive its trade, and it is
pointed out as a fact that there used to be a considerable trade from the port which has now
been diverted to Cocanads, but which thu opening of a Railway to Masalipatam might restore
to its old channel. My reply to this is contained in Paras 6 and 7 above. There is already a canal
from Bezwada to Masulipatam. Whatever traffic has been diverted to Cocanada from Masuli-

.patam has been won from the canal })y the E. C. Railway; a Railway from Bezwada to Masuli-

patam would be a more costly means of carriage than the canal; how then can such a Railwsy
win back this traffic which the canal has failed to keep ? ‘

A

12. 1 have endeavoured to show that Cocanada has no cause to fear any loss of traflic
by the opening of a line of Railway to Masulipatam, 1t is difficalt to understand how any one
should think that the 8. M. Railway Co, would dream of bolstering up the trade of that place.
It seems to me obvious that that company will want to carry freight not to the nearest port,
but by the longest lead possible to ports on the west of India.

i

, 13. 1t appears to be accepted by every one that the Bezwada Masulipatam line will
eventually be constructed. That being £0, I capnot conceive any reason why the construction

. should be further delayed. All those interested in the hoe are clamouring for it; the develop-

ment of the country is being retgrded for want of it ; no voice is now raised sgainst it; the

S. M. Railway Company is anxious to commence its construction at once; what need then for
another day’s delay ?

J. N. ATKINSON,
N ' . Collector,
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