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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE

(Revexve SErrLexent, Laxp REcorDs AND AGRICULTURE).

Reap—the following Fortnightly narrative of the district of Ganjim for the fortnight

‘g ending 31st January 1897 :—

STATE OF THE COUNTRY.

Rainfall and water-supply.—
Distit il At Expeted
INCHES, INCHES.
In the fortnight ... . 01 ‘13
Up to the fortnight from April ... ... 8247 4367
Goomsur Deputy Collector’s Division.—There was rain at the following stations
during the fortnight :—

‘ INCH.
Russellkonda ... ! .. 04

NSuradi e ‘05

Water supply for drinking purposes is becoming scarce in places and steps are
being taken to provide water. Rivers and river channels have no water. No water
for irrigation purposes is available,

Berhampore Division.—Rainfall nil. Water-supply for irrigation is exhausted.
In a few villages tobacco, chillies, sugar-cane and betel are being watered by wells.
The Senior Assistant Collector, Mr. Rice, reports that he noticed several patches of
ragi seed beds. Green gram, which is generally largely cultivated on wet lands after
the paddy crop is cut, is only sown in a few places this year.

Drinking water is very scarce in most of the villages not commanded by the
canal.

¢ Ilead-quarters Deputy Collector’s Division.—There has been no rain during the
fortpight, and there is no water for irrigation purposes. In a very few cases water is
baled out from pits and wells and river beds to irrigate sugar-cane and ragi seed beds.
Water-supply for drinking purposes is also getting scarce in slmost all villages, except-
ing those few which are commanded by the Rushikulya canal.

Chicacole Division.—Rainfall nil. River channels are flowing. Water for drink-
ing purposes is getting scarce especially in Tekkali taluk.

Agricultural operations and condition @f sz‘andz‘n_g erops— Goomsur Depu.tg Collectsr's
Division.—Ragi is raised in some places -W.lth .the aid of pickotas; ca§tor-911 plants and
green gram plants are in a moderate condition in places. Sugar-cane is fair.  Harvest-
ing of red gram is over. Horse-gram is poor.

Berhampur Division.—There are no ggricultural operations except the watering
of a few scattered seed beds and garden produce and the transplation of the young
“plants here and there. Sugar-cane is thriving. Green gram is very poor. The only
standing crops are those under private wells, and these are doing fairly well.

Head-quarters Deputy Collector’s Division.—Thrashing of paddy hasbeen completed.
The standing crops are sugar-cane, castor-oil-seeds, yams, red gram, &c., but their
condition is poor. In some places ragi is being cultivated to a greater extent thap in
ordinary years. : -

Clicacole Division.—Green gram and gingelly are being sown on land ad
o

X o jacent
to channels. Crops under wells fair. Ragi is bel_ng transplanted to a small gxtent
in villages dependent on channels. Green gram, gingelly and castor-oil plants are in

good condition.
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. Supply of Joddcr and pasture and condition of cattle—Goomsur Deputy Collector’s
Division.—Fodder is sufficient, but pasture is rare. Condition of cattle is generally
good. The Deputy Collector reports that cattle aro dying of rinderpest in places. The

death-rate of cattle in Bodogodo, where i was prevalent, is reported to be on the
decrease.

. Berhampur Division—MTr. Rice reports that he -has not noticed any deterioration
in the cattle. Supply of fodder is still sufficient, but pasture is getting scarce. - The
country is dried up and brown as it is in May. 'The chief difficulty is the watering of

the cattle. Some villagers have to go long distances,

Head-quarters Deputy Collector’s Division.— Pasture scarce, but fodder can be had !

freely. The condition of cattle is good.

Chicacole Division.~—Cattle aré still generally in good condition and no cattle

disease has-been reported. Fodder is sti [ : '
. . 18 still availabl .
not excessive., DPasture is scarce. ble and the prico of paddy straw is

General remarks on above subjects.—The district presents, at present, the appear-

ance which it ordinarily wears in the i
) end of May. (2 :
patches of cultivation to be seen. o oy here areonly a fow fsouted

liberﬁi{ﬁ’ﬁfgi the difficulty about drinking water, the District Board is makiog as
where near tt? 8 asf possible out of.lts balance. Water can be found nearly every-
most helulec, sr s&r ace, and were it not that the Uriya villagevis the laziest and
Taluk OfﬁI::ers o f: il)l;;nlu ;msteueq, there shouhl_ be no difficulty over this matter.

attor. ordered to insist on the villagers helping themselves in this

The condition of : " .
that failed yielded :tra(z::tizdrea?alms fairly good for this district.

A few showers to bring up, the gra

: The paddy crops
ong as this lasts they will keep in fair condition.
S8 again would be very uscful,

Foop soppLIES AxND STATE OF MAREKETS S %W

\ N
Prices of principal food-grains in vring e b 3/
-8Tains in principal markets ;
for the period end.ing 23rd xJ :ni;?yselefg{f 80 tolas per rupeo

Rice. Ragi. .
Btationa. !
Ell;d of End of End ot Fud of * Remarks.
fort st current last current
ortnight. fortnight. fortuight. fortuight,

1. Ruesellkonda .
:- il;;adﬁ . . e .. }(l)?g lggg 1393 1359 | Prices have risvn apprecisbly. I,
. P & .. . . .. 1016 10- 14-40 12:80 however, doaht whether the inerese
- Furushottapar ,, . 1200 0-18 14-29 1429 | inthe price of mmgi isresl. It wus
6. Chatrapur . . :: 10 00 12:00 16-00 15-00 found in at loast one reporting
;’ ?er!mmpm- . . . 10-00 10 00 18:00 15-60 station, the price of mgi wes given
1. chehbiparam ,, .’ o 950 10-00 17-00 13-20 in secrs which contain 80 tolus of
9 P mpéta ., | .. .. 10'.12 9-00 18:00 14-40 rice, but only 68 to 72 tolas mgi.
xo' El’lﬁkl.medl .. . 1050 9-?5 1511 1513 Stringrpt orders to comect this
. Tekkali ,, o e " 1 9-75 19-50 1810 mistske were issusd. In Berhampur,
l.l. Nuramnnapet ., . “ 0.90 10-008 19-00 19:00 where a very lurge increase is shown,
12. Chicacole i, t e 10‘00 1050 15690 16-25 the Talsildar has informed n.e that
.. o 973 973 1583 15-02 prices in bazear messuses bave nut

—— ncie
Average ,, . 1034 10 05 16-16 15 14 el

Activity of Trade—Sunpl; . ‘
s -—Supplies aroavailablo at the rates ted i i
but it is reported that the trado is gencrally dull. quoted in tlto various mar t

Export; and imports of food-grains by rail are as follows ;—

. MDs. )
see e (13 Yy sen T aes eee’ :.- e 5’?35

e veo (1) I (1) (YY) oo see X 5,50"

Exports
Imports

v
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-

Three thousand one hundred and forty-eight ewts. of rice valued at Rs. 15,869 were
exported to Colombo by sea. No imports by sea.

CoNDITION OF THE PEOPLE.

(1) On works.—Nil. ; .
(2) In villages.—Generally good for the present. The Senior Assistant Col-

lector, Mr. Rice, reports that the state of the people in the villages he has seen shows, '
as a general rule, no signs of acute distress. They do not care to come to work for

s mine wages and they have shown no desire of going to Cuttack, where there is a t

great demand for labour.

- Sickness and mortality—Goomsur Deputy Collector’s Division.—No deaths from
want of food have been reported. Poorer classes are beginning to feel want of em-
ployment. Weavers at places want employment more than any body else at present.
Fevers prevalent in some parts. Small-pox has broken out sharply in the Aska taluk.
It exists slightly in parts of Goomsur and Suradd. Twenty-eight deaths from
small-pox have been reported from Aska. Cholera is prevalent in places. Cholera

deaths 15.

Dorkampur Division.—No deaths from starvation are reported. Cholera and
small-pox are both prevalent in places. Cholera deaths 35.

Iead-quarters Deputy Collector’s Division.—No deaths from starvation are reported .
There is small-pox and cholera here and there. Cholera deaths 20.

Clicacole Division.—No cases of deaths from want of food _héw;’e been reported.’
Small-pox is prevalent in places. Cholera deaths 63.

NUMBER OF PRISONERS IN JarLs, Gansam DistrIiCT.

Average
of the .
numbers o
. Inotot | "2 .
Stutions. 3let January qu!;g:ngf emarks.
1897. periocs o
. the three
previous
years.

i m . . . 1 '1-00 Reports from Surad&, Balliguda, Tekkali
gb 1%23::;:@“,’. . . . .e .e 3 400 Narasannapet, Uda§agiﬁ, Ramt;giri Sub-’
Tohchh&puram  ve  er  ee  ee s 81 31-00 jails and Berhampur District Jail have
Ccha‘i rapgr :: ' . . . . 22 60 not been received,

Parlakimedi . . . . . 62 3;22
) Russellkonda . . . . . 5 . 55
S6mpéta . . .o . . . - 8200

Auka . e ) .o .o oo )
182 174-19

During the fortnight 1,386 free emigrants including children have emigrated
trom the district to ports in British Burma.

The coolies are undoubtedly beginning to feel the pinch of distress, but they are
as yet determined not to come on our relief works. Apparently it is not so much the
Jow wage as the task which deters them. They refuse, on all sorts of apparently
absurd grounds, to go to Cuttack, where any quantity of labour on a hberal. wage 18
available. . The famines of 1866 and 1889 have had a woeful effect in pauperizing the

populatiorf7 here. What they expect and want is gratuitous relief in their own
villages. '
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Measures of relief— Gratuitous relief.

Number relieved. . A
Number of villages in
which relief was given.
In villages.
Taluks,
This Last This Tost
fortnight, | fortnight. | fortmight. | forinight.
5
Berhampur e . e 7 . 5 .
Sémpéta .. .. .. . . . *12 . .
Ganjém ,, .. e . . 82 16 11 6
Purushottapur ,, ve .e e 25 ve 2 .
snmd e X . . .e 5 (X 1 l s
Total .. 69 28 | 19 , 6

¢ Iuformation regarding the number of villages is not known.

Private charity.—There is no organized private charity at work, but the Goomsur
Deputy Collector reports that some good and well-to-do gentlemen of Aska, including

%Ir. Minchin, have lately begun to feed 20 to 50 old and helpless beggars a day by
urns, :

INSPECTIONS—TALUKS AND PLACES VISITED.

The Deputy Collector, Goomsur, visited 15 villages, the Senior Assistant Col-
lector 42 villages, the Head-quarters Deputy Collector 60 villages and the Principal
Assistant Collector 10 villages in their divisions.

During the fortnight I visited the Principal Assistant Collector’s division in con-

nection with the opening of test works. The result of the experiment has been
separately reported to the Board, '
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Reap—also the following letter from C. J. WEIR, Esq., Collector of Ganjim, to the

Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director of the

Department of Land Record ;
January 1897, Ref. No. gg%r-}i?. :?id Agriculture, dated Berbampore, 3lst

1 have the honour to enclose a co inci
 a copy of the Principal Assistant C !
E{f. tg:a fi Zt.: 59-]51‘{. of 1897, dated 25th instant, reporting I:m the res:lt 0(2011;: t'oetz 1:;512
of the Avg):n :eﬁgigd; ?:% ]}ombha:iira of Tekkali division for the informatior}) of th%
. Arrang are being made to open some ordin:
rates. If it is found desirable, the works can, later on, be w;l:]::?;l z:‘;ozé]‘si xggrll;iduced

—
»

ExcLosure.

From H. D. TAYLOR, E : .
i , E5q., Aeting Principal Assist .
of Ganjam, dated 25th Jﬁnuars;liél;;, %O.uéftl?{ o?{',g-al?]ém’ totho Collector

I have the honour te re
; port on the result of i i i
at Bendi and Borubhadra, which proved fi)oxt?venilg :uxc%e?z:];: st in the re-opening of tost v

2. The work at Bendi i i

hat endi consisted of stone-breaking for the Lo Noti
th: mt;hr;i:go r(l)zf ;ﬁ:ﬁdbe 20 lpe ned had been duly tog-tome(i3 in c:{llill:: dadI'):cpeZl:n:EﬁL"es‘\ Ot(l)c:
aPP.ea“.'ed; but on the t?a).'tures‘c:)’f:ﬂdtla:{;uagzle :}I; pelnted ¢'1: " oonsiderablg pumber Z? (;OOH"S
majority of them declined to work. o rote of famine wages Leing explained, e

8. Work was commenced by 58 persons, made up as follows :—°

. 10 men.

5 boys at three-quarter rat
8 boys at half x;l.te. £ e

21 women.

8 girls at three-quarte
6 girls at half m(.lte ¢ rate

Total ... 35

f g
n 4 [} who!

three were men. These were all
en. able-bodied and i
women and children was unduly large. The nnmbef l(;(;uﬁfa(iitsmwtﬁ 8clh1 s, Lut the proportion ¢

4. Work was struck for the int ’
the coolies di : erval at 12 o’clock and ; .
Thegozasxz(}l:gl Eﬁzglﬁlt etO :::utlg; to(i worfk han:ii were onlym}l)err(;tt;l;;;ggt; (:lf)hﬂr m'ltlged?}i‘im ul‘:;: '
. . ose of the day’ " 80 W1 iflic .

Eor;i?h?t t}iliar(xln:t Snt 111& task of 324 cubie fect nnﬁ .e::(r)f!:; éni{ ilzfcixé{;o fect of metal had been
of the C stan dardn 1 aﬁocoozlleshunaccustotqe(_l to the work. As this work feet. The metal 1? :‘:
» wed them the minimum wages calenlated on thew}?;s?gl;?%%mziissr:d

(the Tekkali market rate) to th UF .
worked out as follows :_e-) o the rupee. This gave \8 pics each for men and women alike and

24 at 8pies e wes o ®S. 4. P
13 at 6 Pies (XY ens ) o S oo Son ave l 2 0
14 at 4 pies ... oo e e e  we 0 6 6

’. see see see oee .o 0 3 8

5. On i
bl gx: x:]f::xﬁg of tho'?nd day (22nd), no one appeared for work and the various village
heads told me that 0 one would come at famine wages. The work was accordip ly stopped-
JSad the ard,ca ual cost of bresking the metal, 117 cubio foet at Ra. 1-13-2 was a{g)o{xt Alp 6+
er cubi h{rd s against the ordinary Local Fund contract price of As. 5-6. Tb tal was,
, er and more finely broken than that usually supplied. ’ ome

I find that the total sum disbursed
and allowing for the meals ordinarily cown::giegui‘: I:E:ed?:pngimm of rgh st the merket 188

3 men at *75 seer

91 women 8t -7 geer o . o e e e 223
13 childron 8t -5 806F vy e e eee e e e 147
14, et 33ser ... e e R 5673

2917

|

" oubio fect. Contractor’s profits are estimated at 25 per cent.

e
Boarp of REVENUE (REV. SgrT., L. Ros. axDp Acet), 5 Fes. 1897, No.102. T.
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The total amount would just serve for one meal for those empléyed with a small margin for salt

and tamarind. ‘

6. On the 23rd evening I prnceeded to Borubhadra where it was intended to start work in
the Garibulagedda, a Department of Public Works project. The reported price of ragi at
‘ekkali having, after actual weighment, been reported erroneous, price of class A labour was
raised to As. 1-3 for a man and As. 1-2 for a woman. As the work was earthwork and more
acceptable, I thought that coolies might turn up for the work. Sunday was occupied in
visiting the adjoining villages and notifying the matter, in selecting kitchen-site and sinking
o drinking-water well. This morning, however, though some few coolies turned up, they
one and all declined to work at famine wages, but were quite ready to take up piece work in

ngs at less than the ordinary rates.
7. T feel convinced that coolies will not come in to test works unless or until, owing to a \

great enhancement in the market price of ragi, their famine wage is increased. As a large

number are iatending to emigrate to Bhanang ‘n Cuttack where a large supply of labour 1s

immediately required at high rates, I think that the execution of ordinary works, at slightly

reduced rates, will suffce to keep all the local labour employed ‘until the close of the current
ic yard or Rs. 2-5-0 per 1,000

official year. The ordinary rate for earthwork is 1 anna per cub )
The coolies are willing to take up

work at Rs. 1-12-0 per 1,000 cubio feet, the cost of relief work at present rates being Rs. 1-4-0
per 1,000 cubio feet. By granting work direct to village gangs on these terms without the inter=
vention of contractors, work will be given to all and it will be unnecessary to maintain any extra
gtaff and to erect kitchens on the work site for the infant children, dependants of the coolies who
are unable to work or to look after themselves. ‘

8. T understand from the Qub-divisional Officer that there is Rs. 4,000 available for ex-
n the Garibulagedds project alone within the current official year and this will

penditure 0 1
nearly 700 eoolies for two months at the above rates.

give employment to

Rzsorurrox—dated 5th February 1897, No. 102

Submitted for the information of Government.

9. The general condition of the Ganjim district exhibits no change, but it is
significant that thus early in the season the country already presents the aspect which
it ordinarily wears at the end of May—dried up and brown with only a faw patches
of cultivation. The drinking-water supplies are very low, and considerable difficulty
is found in inducing the people to take steps for their improvement. - Pasture there
is scarcely any of, but fodder is still available and the cattle remain in fairly good

condition.
3. Prices continue to rise and were dearer on the 80th January than the rates
he Collector, Which appear to be those for January 23rd. On the 30th, the

quoted by t : ) .
average price of rice was 10-0 seers and that of ragi 14°7 seers per rupee as against

10-2 and 15°6 seers on the 16th. : : «
o be due probably to incorrect conversion from local measures into seers of

reported t ue P L ¢
weight. Trade1s caid to be generally dull, but the imports and exports by rail were
fairly large, V1Z.:—
A ) . By rail. By sea.
Fortnight ending -

Exports. Imports. Exports. lmporta.

———

HDS. * MDS. Cvgl‘ils CW‘li.l’.‘
. 6,928 8,389 )
pente sz e | T |
” . 6,344 " ",
;?:l:hnmry 1837 ° - 6,236 6,604 ) 3,148 Nil.
"

e

— Thus the general course of trade is still from the district, though, so far as the

5. is concerne
:1;;1}1 :)rogfee rzfcclenliﬂay, however, have been due to the demand for export by sea.

reported to be generally in good condition and averse from
. ‘t.inThaen )?i?l)ilgle: works which are tasked ; the memory of the last famine baving
3‘;‘;§ra1§ +d them so far a3 to lead them to ask for gratuitous relief. The people are

Part of this rise, so far as it concerns ragi, i8 -

4, it appears t0 have turned. This feature in the period “

Fa

.
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reported to be indisposed even to go to Cuttack where employment at remunerative
rates is available, but emigration to Assam, Cachar and Burma appears to be active.
From the report of the Senior Assistant Collector quoted to the effect that he has
nnt observed as yet any “signs of acute distress,” it would appear that that officer
does not fully appreciate the necessity that “relief should be tendered promptly
and before the people have begun to lose strength from want of food, and that the
needful steps should be taken to induce all destitute persons able to work to come
to the places where employment is offered them as early as possible ”—(Famine Com-
mission Report). The people must be taken in hand before they become physically
and morally depressed,” and the labour to be exacted should be “a task fixed
according to the capabilities of the labourers.” : »

9. This latter consideration does not appear to have been fully attended to in
opening the work at Bendi on January 21st. The persons applying for employrpent
were classed as professional labourers (class A); the task demanded was that given
in the standard task table of the Famine Code, the applicability of which to the .
condition of the people at the time, and to the circumstances of the locality, does not
appear to have been considered, whilst it is clear that the metal broken was harder
and was more finely broken than usual. Finally, it is clear that the price of grain
by which the wage offered was fixed was incorrectly determined, and the minimum
wage paid was sufficient to enable the people who came to the work to purchase
ouly just enough grain for one meal with the smallest of margins.

6. Considering the deplorable state of pauperism to which, the Collector states,
the administration of relief in previous famines has reduced the people, these facts
are greatly to be regretted, and in themselves suffice to explain the failure of the test
work opened at Borubhadra on January 25th, It appears to the Board probable that
. the rumour of the fate of the persons who applied at Bendi on the 21st may have

“.# gone abroad, which, under the circumstances, may lead to necessity for granting

/: » gratuitous relief on a large scale. The Board observes that the Collector has already
commenced to grant gratuitous relief in villages, and in this connection his attention .
will be drawn to section 64 of the Famine Code under which gratuitous relief should -
be restricted to the offer of cooked food at kitchens unless otherwise directed b
Government. The grant of money doles should cease for the present, pending the . ! -
receipt of the orders of Government on B.P., dated 25th January 1897, Na. 58, ros e

7. Orders were issued in B.P., dated 26th January 1897, No. 75, regarding the ?
grant of relief to weavers in Ganjdm.,

‘ e

(True Copies and Extracf.)

Secretary. /

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
» Collector of Ganjim,

Copy to the Collector of Vizagapatam.
» » Sanitary Commissioner,

Exd Md Pahilvan,
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