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Relief workers —Requesting the sanction of Government, with remarks, for the purchase of

weighing machines for testing the physical condition of —.
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9 Bosrp oF Revenve (Rev. Serr., L. Ros. axp"Acrr.), 10rH Mar. 1897, No. 212.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE
(REVENUE SETTLEMENT, Lanp REcORDS AND AGRICULTURE).

Reap—the following letter from K. C. MANAVEDAY RAJA, FEsq., Acting Col-
lector of Amnantapur, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Rgvel'me
Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture, dated 18th February 18 d7
Ref. on C. No. 712 and reference thereon, dated 1st March 189; :——y ’

The Superintending Engineer, II[ Circle, suggests that, in ;
the adequacy of the tasks prescribed at relief WO’tkS and also th’e phy(:i‘g:f :(())n?l?tziegxtla u;
the relief-workers, it is necessary that hospital assistants should visit every w Ok
once a fortnight with a weighing machine and weigh selected relief-workerz '191
District Medical and Sanitary Officer has-accordingly applied for the supply of ;Veiohe
ing machines for the purpose. 1 have the honour to enclose copies of the Su in-
tending Engineer’s and the District Medical Officer’s letters on the subject fpertll?‘
Board’s perusal, and to inquire whether® it is the intention of Governmegt th t(;) ) -}?
charge should be incurred, and whether weighing machines may be indented fa an,
supplied to each relief work. v nted for and

—

Excrosure No. 1.

1847, No. 3706, -

v T have the honour to inform you that the tasks exaeted in i

. ! th * e .
911‘_01? for the same, or approximately the same, classes of fa.mine-reliafe w%lgxe r‘;ut dvl: tsions of the
it is klmpo(;!s:ble ltlor me or gllly ofﬁcei's t(i }sjay whether the task is correct, or t?:) li?héno‘lr:’hs :nd
works and too heavy on others unless I bave some informati . yo b, some
the relief-workers. ormation 88 to the physical condition of

2. Apart from this question of task, it is very important that the reli
be allowed to deteriompe, and as _the be;t means of clrl)ecking b:th tta.:krezlill?(fi- v:a?)?;il‘? shqu]d pok
suggest that apothecaries or hospital assistants should visit every work once a fortnli(::it W
weighing machine, and weigh selected relief-workers, especially those who show signs %f di:éxt'g .
3. I know of no method of ascertaining physical condition at once so simpleoand 50 cextasiSr;

and I am suve from what I have seen on the relief 8 i .
regular and systematic check is urgently required. elhief worke 1 Addui taluk that somo such

From the supeﬁutending Engineer, IIT Circle, to Collectors of all districts, dated 4th February

——r—

Excrosure No, 2.

From Surgeoﬂ-Major H. M. HAXIM, District Medical and Sanit
Collector of Anantapur, dated 16th February ‘;IJSIBI;tyN(()Flcg?

With reference to your foot-note No. 722, dated 9th in

X . ; No. 722, tant, t

dated 4th idem, from the Superintending Kngineer, I1I Cir:‘zle,n Beﬁa8;0§yh0:v£et:§r, 1]:10. 5706,
requheil;il’, you will be so good as to instruct the Deputy Collector, Gooty: to suppl ea OD.OIE to
machine for ea.eh relief work in order to weigh the relief-workers as suggested b tl?eys riend
ing Engineer in the letter above referred to. ° d “periatend-

Anantapur, to the

S~

Reference on the above, dated 1st March 1897.

Referred to the Superintending Engineer for favour of any su i
may hdve to make as to the manner in which his proposal may be ):nadeg %f::gilt;b{lee
A regular system of weighing relief-workers would, no doubt, be an admirable test of
the adequacy of the wages paid, but it is not clear to the Board how far it would
serve as a test of the suitability of the tasks. A comparison of weighments may show
whether the workers have improved or deteriorated, but their condition at the time
of receipt on work must be judged by the civil officer and the officer in charge,

SN

e o

Boarp o Revexve (Rev. Serr, L. Ros axp Acrr), 10T Mar. 1897, No. 212. 3

9. Tt is manifestly impossible to furnish an unlimited number of scales and
weights for the different works, unless the Public Works Department has them

in store.
(Signed) -~ R. V. SRINIVASIAR,

, ‘ ‘ " Secretary.
To the Buperintending Engincer, I1I Circle, with copy of an enclosure.

: Reap—again the followiﬁg Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (R;S., L.R. and
: a " Agri.), dated 23rd February 1897, Mis, No. 1398 :—. '
Reud—the following letter from A. C. TATE, Esq., Collector of Cuddapah, to the
o Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director of the
Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated 19th February 1897,
2ef. on Cur. No. 61-Tour:— . _ .
I have the honour to enclose copy of a letter from the Superintending Engineer,
III Circle, and to state that I have adopted, after consultation with the District
Medical and Sanitary Officer, his suggestion as to testing the condition of relief-workers’,
by weighment. ' ‘ o
9. T have directed that the weighing should take place at or about the same hour
each day, preferably before work begins,

Resolution—dated 23rd Febniary 1897, Mis. No. 1398.

Recorded pending receipt of reply -to reference on letter from the Collector of
Anantapur, No. 712, dated 18th February 1897. A '

(True Cc;py and Extract.)
S (Signed) . R. V. SRINIVASIAR,

Secretary.

Reap—the following letter from A. C. TATE, Esq., Collector of Cuddapah, to the
* Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director of the.
Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated 5th March 1897, Ref.
on Cur. No. 61-Tour :—. ’
In continuation of my letter Ref. No. 61-Tour, dated 19th February 1897, I
have the honour to request that the Board will be pleased to sanction the purchase of
Tairshank’s weighing machine for the purpose of testing the condition of the coolies by
weighment. L o '
9. Six machines are now required. Coe , :
3. A copy of the letter from the General Superintendent, Public Works Stores, to -
. asmmammme—e® Superintending Engineer regarding fche,cost of the machines isenclosed. . I think the.
machine priced Rs. 60 will be sufficient for the purpose.

————

Excrosure No. 1.

From H. A. MOSS, Esq., General Superintendent, Publie Works Stores, to the Superinte;nding '
' * Eugineer, 111 Circle, Bellary, dated 20th February 1897, No. 395. -

_ ‘With reference to your telegram dated 18th instant, I have the honour to inform you that
weighing machines up to 150 Ib. are not in stock, but I can supply you with machines one of
each to weigh 5, 10 and 20 cwts. priced Bs. 106-4-8, Rs. 165-4-9 and. Rs. 225-3-3, respec-

tively.




é
4 Boaep or Revenue (Rev. Serr., L. Ros. anp Aenr.), 10ra Maz. 1897, No. 212.
The following machines ara available for sale in the local market :—
RS. -
Fairshank’s weighing machine up to 5 ewts. 27”7 x 17"—two
available ... 1635 each
Do. do. small to weigh 2 ewts. 19" x 13}”
—one is available we 75
Do. do. 103" X 14"—one available to .
: weigh 200 1b, .., .. 60
Reap—the following letter from W. B. peWINTON, Esq., Superintending Engineer, - =~ .

ITI Circle, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement,
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_ Land Records and Agriculture, dated 8th March 1897, No. 4361 :— O e

In reply to Ref. on G.R. No. 1400 of 1897, dated 25th February 1897, I have
the honour fo state that I think it may be taken for granted that, if reljef-workers do
not lose weight appreciably while on our works, the wage is sufficient and the task
not too severe, and it would be of great service to us’to have some trustworthy evi-
dence of the kind for future guidance. I use the word “appreciably ” because hard
work would, doubtless, make them lose weight to some extent, while overwork
would make them lose it to a great extent.

2. My reason for making. this proposal is. that ta_skp are being enforced more
vigorously, and workers are more frequently paid the minimum wage, in the Kurnool
and Cuddapah districts than in the Bellary distriet, and I think it would be of great
assistance to us to discover what the comparative effect on the physical condition of
the coolies is. S .

3. But I fear universal weighments are impracticable owing to the trouble and
expense involved, and T, therefore, now suggest that three machines be purchased for
Bellary district, two for Anantapur, Kurnool and Cuddapah, respectively, and that they
be placed on selected works and the results carefully recorded. Suitable machines
can be purchased in Madras through the Public Works Stores for Rs. 60 apiece. So
the cost would not be heavy. ‘ ‘ ' ‘

4. Probably, it would suffice to select 20 men, 20 women and 20 children on each
work, and as' numbers are now increasing daily, there would be no difficulty in weigh-
ing fresh arrivals, so that the results of task and wage on their physical condition
could be gauged from the outset. I would take those engaged on metal collection
and breaking, that being the commonest description of work,

. 5. My own opinion, from inspection of relief-workers in Bellary district, is
that they improve in appearance when they have been on the work a month. I am
just starting on a tour of inspection of relief works in Anantapur, Cuddapah and
Kurnool and hope to get further evidence of the kind. But, of course, the eye is a
very untrustworthy guide, and hence I waut to introduce the weighing machine,

ResoLvrroN—dated 10th March 1897, No. 212,

The proposals of the Superintending Engineer commend themselves to the Board, -
and the sanction of Government will be sought for the purchase of ten weighing "*, .
machines at a cost of Rs, 60 each, for issue to selected works. i '

2. The maintenance of the records should, where possible, be entrusted to medical

subordinates attached to works, and the District Medical Officers should issue instrue-
tions to ensure that the record will be intelligently made and kept.

(True Copies and Extract.) /?/ / ) —
/e /ZW/M/

Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
Copy to the Collectors of affected districts. -
Exd. Shaik Karim.
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PRSI

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE

(REVENUE SETTLEMENT, LanD RECORDS AND AGRICULTURE).

]

Reap—the, following letter from K. C. MANAVEDAN RAJA, Fsq., Acting Col-
lector of Anantapur, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of ng,r;ue
Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture, dated 18th February 1897
Ref. on C. No. 712 and reference thereon, dated 1st March 1897 :— ’

The Superintending Engineer, IIT Circle, suggests that, in order to ascertain
the adequacy of the tasks prescribed at relief works and also the physical condition of
the relief-workers, it is necessary that hospital assistants should visit every work
on-e a fortnight with a weighing machine and weigh selected relief-workers. Th
District Medical and Sanitary Ofticer has accordingly applied for the supply of .Wei(,}ﬁ
ing machines for the purpose. 1 have the honour to enclose copies of the Supe;{n.
tending Engineer’s and the District Medical Officer’s letters on the subject for the
Board’s perusal, and to inquire whether it is the intention of Government that such
charge should be incurred, and whether weighing machines may be indented for and
supplied to each relief work.

Excrosure No. 1.

From the Superintending Engineer. III Circle, to Collectors of all “distri 0 .
p‘ int g ors 1897, No. 8706, _districts, dated'4th February

1 have the honour to inform you that the tasks exaoted in the different divisions of the
eircle for the same, or approximately the same, classes of famine-reliaf work vary very much and
it is impossible for me or my officers to say whether the task is correct, or too light on some
works and too heavy on others unless I have some information as to the physicizlbcondition of
the relief-workers. :

2. Apart from this question of task, it is very important that the relief-workers should not
be allowed to deteriorate, and as the best means of checking both task and condition I would
suggest that apothecaries or hospital assistants should visit every work once a fortnight with a
weighing machine, and weigl selected relief-workers, especially those who show signs of distress.

3. T know of no method of ascertaining physical condition at once so simple and so certain

and I amn sure from what I have seen on tho relief works in Adodni taluk that some such
regular and systematic check is urgeutly required.

Excrosurr No, 2.

From Surgeon-Major H. M. ITAXIM, District Medical and Sanitary Off
Collector of Anantapur, dated 16th Febmarynlrg&)a"]tyN 0. i’g‘_}’.AnantaPm, to the

With reference to your foot-note No. 722, dated 9th instant, to a co £1 -

N \ . . ! 4 tt y N .
dated 4th idem, from the bupermte.ndmg Engineer, III Circle, Bellary, }]):yhoavee tf;a 1}‘; :nof):;r()tﬁc;
request you will be so good as to instruct the Deputy Collector, Gooty, to supply a weighing

machine for each relief work in order to weigh the relief-workers as suggested by the Superintend-

ing Engineer in the letter above referred to. @ . Ty
- RUFVRRR UV B e A rade b

REeap—again the fo}lowing Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (R.S., L.R. and
: Agri.), dated 23rd February 1897, Mis. No. 1398 :—

Read—the following letter from A. C. TATE, Esq., Collector of Cuddapah, to the
Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director of the
Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated 19th February 1897
Ref. on Cur. No. 61-Tour:— oo : ’

I;haf{re'the honour to enclose cdpy of a letter from the Superintending Engineer,
IIT Circle, a£1d to state that I have a.dopte'd, after consultation with the District
Medical and Sanitary Officer, his suggestion as to testing the condition of relief-workers
by weighment. S .

L

P

Boagp oF Revexve (Rev. SerT., L. Rps. AND Acxr,), 10TH Mar. 1897, No. 212, 3

9. 1 have directed that the weighing should tuke place at or about the same hour
each day, preferably before work begins. :

Resolution—dated 23rd February 1897, Mis. No. 1398.
Recorded pending receipt of reply to reference on letter from the Collector of

‘Anantapur, No. 712, dated 18th February 1897.

(True Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) ~ R. V. SRINIVABIAR,

% ‘Secretary. -

Reap—the following letter from A.. C. TATE, Esg., Collector of Cuddapah, to the
Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director of the
Department of Land Records and Agriculture, dated 6th March 1897, Ref.
on Cur. No. 61-Tour :— =~ ,

In continuation of my letter Ref. No. 61-Tour, dated 19th February 1897, 1
have the honour to request that the Board will be pleased to sanction the purchase of
Fairshank’s weighing machine for the purpose of testing the condition of the coolies by
weighment. .

9. Six machines are now required. .

3. A copy of the letter from the General Superintendent, Public Works Stores, to
Superintending Enginecr regarding the cost of the machines isenclosed. I think the
machine priced Rs. 60 will be sufficient for the purpose.

—

Excrosvre No. 1.

From H. A. MOSS, Isq, Goneral Superintendent, Publio ‘Works Stores, to the Superintending
Eugineer, III Circle, Bellary, dated 20th February 1897, No. 395.

With reference to your telegram dated 18th instant, I have the honour to inform you that
weighing machines up to 150 1b, are not in stock, but I can supply you with machines one of

" each to weigh 5, 10 and 20 cwts. priced Rs. 106-4-8, Ra. 155-4-9 and Rs. 225-3-4, respeo-

tively. . .
The following machines are available for sale in the local market :—
RS. -
Fairshank’s weighing machine up to 5 ewts. 277 x 17"—two
: * available ... 165 each
Do. do. small to weigh 2 ewts. 19" x 134"
' —one is available ~ N ]
Do. do. 104" x 14"——one available to

weigh 2001b. oo e

" Rzap —the following letter from W. B. DEWINTON, Esq., Superintending Engineer, -

111 Cirele, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement,
Land Records and Agriculture, dated 8th March 1897, No. 4361 :—

In reply to Ref. on G.R. No. 1400 of 1897, dated (25th February 1897, I have
the bonour to state that I think it may be taken for granted that, if relief-workers do
not lose weight appreciably while on our works, the wage is sufficient and the task
ot oo severe, and it would be of great scrvice to us to have some trustworthy evi-
dence of the kind for future guidance. I use the word “ appreciably ” because hard
work would, doubtless, make them lose weight to some extent, while overwork
would make them lose it to a great extent. .

2. My reason for making this proposal is that tasks are being enforced more
vigorously, and workers are more frequently paid the minimam wage, in the Kurnool
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and Cuddapah districts than in the Bellary distriet, and I think it would be of great
assistance to us to discover what the comparative effect on the physical condition of
the coolies is. }

3. But I fear universal weighments are impracticable owing to the trouble and
expense involved, and I, therefore, now suggest that three machines be purchased for
Bellary district, two for Anantapur, Kurnool and Cuddapah, respectively, and that they
be placed on selected works and the results carefully recorded. Suitable machines
can be purchased in M adras through the Public Works Stores for Ks. 60 apiece. So
the cost would not be heavy.

4. Probably, it would suffice to sqlect 2.0 men, 20 women and 20 children on each
work, and as numbers are now increasing daily, there would be no difficulty in weigh-
ing fresh arrivals. so that the results of task and wage on their physical condition
could be gauged from the outset. I would fcakp those engaged on metal collection
and breaking, that being the commonest description of work.

5. My own opinion, from inspection of relief-workers in Bellary district, is
that they improve in appearance when they have been on the work a month. I am
just starting on a tour of insPectlox}.of relief WOI'lfs in Anantapur, Cuddapah and
Kurnool and hope to get further evidence of the kind. But, of course, the eye is a
very untrustworthy guide, and hence I waut to introduce the weighing machine.

o~ —r———

@ Reference on the above, da‘lted 1st March 1‘897. "GWM.D Qb {‘"0 ’%.AJ”.Y&) .

Referred to the Superintending Engineer for favour of any suggestions he
may have to make as to the manner in which his proposal may be made practicable.

A regular system of ‘weighing relief-workers would, no doubt, be an admirable test of -

the adequacy of the wages paid, but it is not clear to the Board how far it would
serve as a test of the suitability of the tasks. A comparison of weighmeunts may show
whether the workers have improved or deteriorated, but their condition at the time
of receipt on work must be judged by the civil officer and the officer in charge.

9. Tt,is manifestly impossible to furnish an unlimited number of scales and

weights for the different works, unless the Public Works Department has them

in store.
(Signed) ° R. V..SRINIVASIAR,
Secretary.

To the Buperintending Engineer, ITI Circle, with copy of an enclosure.

Resorvrron—dated 10th March 1897, No. 212,

The proposals of the Superintending Engineer commend themselves to the Board,
and the sanction of Government will be sought for the purchase of ten weighing
machines at a cost of Rs, 60 each, for issue to selected works.

2. The maintenance of the records should, where possible, be entrusted to medical
subordinates attached to works, and the District Medical Officers should issue instrac-
tions to ensure that the record will be intelligently made and kept. -

(True Copies and Extract.) / / _ -
/@ /: %m[ﬂW/
' Secretary. /“'7\

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department. -
Copy to the Collectors of affected districts.

Exd. Shaik Karim,
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