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< Bowd of Febenue

J . (Revenue Settlement, Land Records
! and Agriculture),

MADRAS.
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Proceedings, 11¢h January 1897, No. 23.
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Boarp or Revexur (Rev. Sert., L. Rps. ANp Acrr), 1410 JaN. 1897, No. 33.

-

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE

(ReveENUR SerTLEMENT, LAND RECORDS AND AGRICTLTURE).

Reap—the following G.0., No. 10, Revenue, dated 7th January 1897 :—

Read—the following letter from DENZIL IBBETSON, Esq., c.s.1., I.C.S,, Secretary -
to the Government of India (Department of Revenue and Agriculture—
Famine), dated Caleutta, the 24th December 1896, Circular No. 3F—77-1:—

T am directed to address you with respect to the importance of exacting a full
task at all stages of relief operations. It has been found by experience in several
provinces that officers in charge of test or relief-works when they are first opened in a
district are often inclined to be too lax in the matter. In this early stage firmness in
this respect is perhaps even more important than later on ; otherwise the works fail to
answer the purpose for which they are intended, of gauging the existence and character
of suspected distress. It is probable that some thousands of labourers would, at any
time when work is slack, be attracted by a Government work on which remunerative
employment is offered ; and it is found that when once labour has been attracted to a
work, more especially if whole families have settled down upon it, it tends to stay
there even after the actual necessity which brought it there has ceased. The District
Officer must remember that at this stage his object is not to relieve famine, but to
test the presence of it ; not to appease hunger, but to find out whether people are’
hungry. A man who is out of employment and pinched will accept work for a pittance,
and it is by offering work at a pittance that the District Officer may certainly tell
whether a pinch exists. The Famine Codes give discretion to fix wages at test works

. which do not exceed famine wages, and in fixing his scale the District Officer will be

guided by his knowledge of the general condition of the people of the tract. But if
the wage is to be a test of scarcity, it must be a low wage. As soon as it is certain
that there is scarcity, the usual famine wages will be given. '

2. It is true, and must always be borne in mind, that persons who are not accus-
tomed to the kind of labour required cannot at first perform what will, after a few
weeks’ practice, be a reasonable task for them. The task to be exacted from them
must therefore be adjusted to their capacity. But it must at all times be a task which

no person would willingly perform in exchange for the famine wage unless impelled
thereto by want. T .

3. This principle lies at the root of all famine relief operations, and the Governor-
General in Council feels assured that it is fully accepted and understood by all Local
Governments. But the magnitude of the relief which Government will shortly be
called upon to supply is such, that His Excellency in Council feels constrained to ask
that Local Governments will remind their officers of the importance of a principle
which it is clear that in some cases they have failed to realise sufficiently.

Ordgi—No. 10, Revenue, dated"ith January 1897,

Communicated to the Board of Revenue for information and guiciance.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) -~ G. STOKES,
~ Ag. Becretary to Government,

To the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,
Land Records and Agriculture).




e 2 Boarp or Revenve (Rev. SerT., L. Rps. Axp Acri), 14tm Jax. 1897, No. 33.

ResorvrioN—dated 14th January 1897, NU. 33.

Communicated to all Collectors for information and guidance. 4

9. The general principles set forth in paragraph 1 of the Government of India
letter are embodied in section 17 of the Famine Code, which was introduced under the . V)' q)l' )
instructions conveyed in paragraph 7 of its Memorandum read in B.P., No. 287-0f W ;
1896, but apparently, under the concluding sentences of the paragraph now quoted, {
it is open to the Collector to fix a scale of wages for test works lower than that ' .
prescribed in the Code. . '

3. The particular attention of Collectors is drawn to paragraph 2 of the above ( , ‘
letter, as upon the proper adjustment of the task to the capacity of the workers the : o , ¢
justice of the test must depend. They should take immediate steps for workirg out '
for their districts, in consultation with the Public Works Department and Local Fund - - o
Engineer, a scale of tasks suitable to the locality, for it has been found in Bellary
that the standard tasks quoted in the Code are excessive in that district.

<

(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed)  R. V. SBRINIVASIAR, P S e
o Secretary. ~ . R ) | | ;
(True Copy.) g
Second Assistant. o . -
: : _ ‘ 2

To all Collectors.
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Proceedings, 14th Jan. 1897, No. 33.

Tusks —Communicating resolution of - the Gov-
ernment of India regarding the exaction of full
— on famine relief works. :
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Loarp or Revenue (Rev. Su1r., L. Rps. anp AczL), Isr Fes. 1897, No. 84,
— e :
D

PROCLEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE

(REVENUE SerrLeseNt, Laxp Recorps axp AGRICULTURE),

Reap—the delowing letter from K, C. MANAVEDAN RAJ A, Esq., Acting Collector
of Anantapur, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement,

Land Records and Agriculture, dated 25th January 1897, Ref. on C.
No. 269:—

With reference to the concluding sen , dated the 11th current,
I have the honour to request the favour of Board’s instructions as to how the rule
therein laid down is intended to be worked. Infliction of fines for short work is a
matter almost of daily occurrence, and where one Engineer is in charge of a number
of relief works in the district, it is hardly possible for him to satisfy himself, before
payments are made, by personal inspection, that the task is not beyond the competency
of the gang, especially as the task may vary from time to time with the varying condi-
tions of lead and lift, unless great delay in the payments were permissible. "The Board
has already recognised this difficulty, even if the works are taken charge of by the
Public Works Department, in paragraph 11 of its Proceedings, No. 436, dated 15th
December 1896, I presume, therefore, that it ig the Board’s intention that fines are
to be inflicted in the usual course, but when the Engineer’s inspection shows they were
not deserved, they should be refunded. I request to be informed if I am right.

tence of B.P., No. 23

ResoLvrron—dated 1st February 1897, No. 84.

- o -

2. If these instructions be followed,

unjustifiable fining.
' {(True Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) R. V. SRIN IVASIAR,
Secretary.
(True Copy.)
) (Signed) P. GOVINDA MENON y
Second Assistant.
To the Collector of Anantapur.
Copy to other Collectors.
Exd. T. K. Narsyana Aiyangar.
N .f,“~‘ LN -
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Transferred to the Public Works Departnent in view
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an explanation of his failure to revise the tasks, i
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