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- o L 4 Appointm ats of z'i'llage officcrs made by Collectors under sections 6 and 10.—(a)

Under section 6, at the revision of village
eslablishments.-—The powers conferred by
this section are not new, having been previously exercised by Collectors under the
o ‘ ) departmental orders of Government contaived in Government Orders No. 1168,
b4 “ ‘ Revenue, dated 24th November 1892, and No. 481, Revenue, dated Tth June 1893,
: \ which have now received the sanction of the legislature. The total number of appoint-
- r o ments made in accordance with these provisions was 2,449 ; 1,198 in Nellore and 1,987
in Chingleput, to which districts revision operations were almost:, entirely confined.
One thousand three hundred and ninety-seven of these appointments were made

under sub-section (1) of section 6 and 1,052 under sub-section (2).

B \. Appendix 1.
4 - s -0 . IP

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOALD oF REVENUE

(Lanp REVENUE). :

elass (1) of section 3 of the Act.—The effect of the provisions contained in this section
- ) has been to restrict the succession to the heirs of the last male holders of offices. The
1 total number of appointments made, in the disjc:*ic.ts to which the. Act properly
applies, was 2,724 and, in the non-hereditary distriets referred to in paragraph %

* ~ . ¥ 4 10y 7 Y il s ag S
e ffgg:hrﬁh e ragd (8) Under section 10, on the occurrence of vacancies in the villuge offices Jorming
H

S Reap—reports from Collectors regarding the working of the Afad.. : )
” Offices Act 11T of ‘1895 during the year endtfng 3(?&1[%(2;][%11{{)@;?(}%%? v illage l

e e

* Rusorvrion—No. 283, dated 17th August 1897,

supra, 1,066, In the former class of districts,
heirs of the last male holders in 1,341 cases or
or 127 per cent. of the total they were the

the persons appointed were the next
49-2 per cent. of the total ; in 845 cases
next in suecession, collaterally ; and in .

1,038 cases or 88'1 per cent. of the total

, Strangers had to be appointed in default of

Order, Mis. No. soames to ‘ duly qualified claimants by bLeredity. In the non-he.reditary:hdistricts, the figures
t hl elif:fd 1': HO; d'tu, \‘e]w.ﬁnue, da}tc\d 3rd August 1894, regarding the working were 324 or 804 per cent., 197 or 11°9 per cent., and 615 or 57-7 per cent., respect-
g © tomb ml g Qé”’ ,.lrz”"y 1lage Offices Aet 111 of 1895 during the year endip e g of ively. The Act, 1in this respect, would, therefore, appear to liave operated somewhat
Wi.[; C11311;1‘1evroidafblc; a\she de'lc?y “llallllcg't?‘as ]taken place in its Preparation is p 08 Sith J | to the prejudice of hereditary claims though, in the absenco of information for
W 2 ” considerable difficulty w ienced | e s e _ b ' previous vears. it i raug ately its cffect in this dircetion.
information. Collectors were allowed th & pospericuced in obtaining the requisite Py previous years, 1t 1s not possible to gauge accurately its effect in this direction :
which to obtain statistics from Talisildars and D) i '

. ¢ vis or . ) o ,
received was generally incomplety o i ‘ lonal ofticers, byt the informatjoy % 3 \\ oy Appendix 1II.
much beyond ‘the time specified, ' The reports from Ganjim ang Géddvars : "y
received in this office only on the 10th May 197 » Whilst {]e report f'r(J d‘Cm1
has not as yet been furnished by the Colleetor in spite of repeated remin o,

The Board resolves to submit to Government the report called for ip Government
‘Mmen

9. Punishmenls of villuge officers by Collectnrs under sections 7 and 9.—The number
of village officers suspended was 2,037 and
\ the number dismissed 764. The minor

» 2 ‘_Ex\ . punishment of fine was inflicted in 22,569 instances, the powers conferred by sub-
P T D e pechion (£2) being extensively utilized by Tahsildars and Deputy Tahsildars, The

"2, 8o far as information i svsis ; ders S total amount levied wnder this head was Rs. 14,307 or an average of a little over <7 7/
exbilit ;n 2 tabalar ff(l)];mlontﬁeav?laola,_ the al?pgnllxces attached (o these Proceedin gs ';Z i/ { As. 10 per fine.  As usual, by far the greatest number of the officers punished were
during the period under p éport PTEZGEA Hégs W};)wh hav_e been taken under the Aelt Ry village headmen and accountunts, whose work cowmes most dircctly and constuntl
1895.” The distinotion botwoe ¢ heredft Wai rguight nto force on the gt October { under the control of the higher revenue officials; out of the total number (25,370) of
® . X ¢ ar an( [3 . . » . ’. " ‘e . - ) ‘)0 }: ~. ' » - ‘te ‘ .
has been drawn in dealing with the appoinfments of n;ﬁn}i‘g}ig;htiry 7 districts which A %%g;i‘l]i:];)lis(‘ele]igif t:d.\';nz’lfi(ﬁg' (;)artfd‘ 5317%)1333?%'1‘82)9(15@ ilx?glrotf:go?g 1‘11110 o Ogﬁcers'. Ig
appeals preferred by village officers is due ’ ments inflicted op, gng : ¢ By N 0. 209, s 1o9h, mstruc ave been 1ssue

X 4 ’ to the fact tha . T TR Y
applies, strictly speaklpg, only to hereditary village oilfﬁrlcte;hti Jixcltl,ljf (l‘ts tlule ndicates,
be?ln Lz{xtfiaohed by the State, 'Ip Tanjore, Trichinopoly, Niloipis Slecn?OS?rr}t;nts havo
and Malabar, h_oquer, the hereditary principle hus wever bbGCI; it >d)}lbl Cfmara‘
been the practice in dealing with matters of appointments and I;uniu]lrr(]er;tsut&lt ha? )

; y &Cy,y 0

village officers in these districts to f
_, S in thes ollow, as far as may } 0 1
, , tg the o.ther fi]Stl‘lCtS pf th Presidoncy, e;ceept as reg:x:yds)(zil Eh? pr_owglure appl_mable
T the registration of mmoxzz The practice has becen continued since the jnty ducti
¥ $~the present enactment, rules contained in which are ; prore ] Lomof

. . now » NSOFV A :
districts, and the Board has further ruled that, as claimants ofb(\}rlirlll{3 observed in all

to all Collectors for the maintenance of defaulter books in which petty offences may
be recorded so that habitual offenders may be dealt with severely once for all, and it /
is hoped that this system, if properly worked, will do away witl the necessity for the ;
numerous fines which disfigure the record in the present instance, Except in Viza-
gapatam and Gdddvari, no punishments aprear to have been inflicted by Collectors on
officers falling under the deseription of class (3) in scetion 8 of the Act whom the
proprictors of estates had neglected to punish under the powers conferred on them by
section 8, : ‘ ‘
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6. Suils for willuge offices under seclion 13 of the Act.— At the time the Act was

o L A Ao ol ) introduced, 78 suits for offices and for
- <hereditary districts are unalle o obtai - > OF Village offices in noy. Appendix IIL. n ? one tor
Viection 13 of th Act, they mict o allowgdrtel?giss by the Institution of syjtg under ppendix emoluments atiached thereto were pending

T e

1 orders of appointmen t, sccond appeals o the Ty ight of appeal agaiust departmonta] disposal in relation to Government villages, In regard to these suits, the Board held

\ rd being allowed 1p 1), 286 of vi ? that they should, as far as possible, be disposed-of in accordance with the provisi ‘
f‘; eadx;ez}l‘izd Zsz ognt?nts,'(:g thle anz;llogy of scction 28 (1) of the Act, e(? 5 of Vlllage,‘ 1 f ' . _#af the nc):w Act a,nd when, gwing t(’) the rull)es under section 20 of the Act nIot g;violil N

‘ - 44c (deals wi the appoi ; o v 01 : o his could not be done should lie over, i
under seetions 6 and 10, ( 2) th(eix)' >punish€£§illtlt€]elgol(l’£ tw} hge Ofﬁe”:s by Collcetors w&{“ wrry si(f(:z %Ie%n;llizggﬁgéi;e(l to be illegal an1<li1 7t;£1}cl>e}sruits alﬁl a;pnglg Mfgé:egrﬁe%i?eﬁ:
suLts for village offices under scetion 18 of the A )tr 4 o fouder sections 7 aud 9 (3 - ‘have now to be disposed of afresh in accordance with the instructions contained j
(6) references to the Board of Revenue up der Sec‘;.’( 1) Stlansfcr of suits under section 15, ‘ Government Order, No. 2573, Revenue, dated 20th May 1897, - The number of (éujltl;
under section %3, and (7) appointment and unis]}(xm ! (fﬁ),~ap Peals ang second appeals flled for offices and emoluments in Governmont villages during the year under report wa,

- estates and suits for village offices in suchpestate:n eliltv“lo ‘ ﬂlage; ofﬂeex:s 10 proprictary . 267, Of thel total number for disposal (74 - 267bor 34!)014 were dismis‘aecf for d :
with §epax~§ze} s iq detgﬂ, unde;j the above headiné"s, 1ese _S“l?.]ocm will now be '@ult 4 | , 1 S faul.t; 58, being for dec]m%ztory decrees, were rejected u,nde,r" the first prow’sg to sectioe;; ’

w



(2) and 31 were rejected as being

" it has been decided to respeet such decrees
. period of limitation prescribed by section 14 (3) of th

. promulgation of rules under section 20 of the Act,

~ were pending disposal at the close of the

- respectively. In 151 cases of suspension, the

-

—————
~————
R R
T A ki

No. 233, 177y Avgusr 1897,
w
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13, 45, filed by persons not eligible for appointment, were rejected under sub-section

time-barred under section 14, T :
for disposal on their merits was thus 215, of which, 50 wore disposedkff E(fa%a?rgtrﬁ-b(;;

the plaintiffs and 72 in favour of the defendants, leavine 93 i

the grear. By far the largest number (288) wore filed for thpendmg b the closo of
of village headmen or accountants, the other classes of villaga offi
themsclves to any great extent of the provisions of the Act.
certain number of suits were filed for ths offoes and emolumentg
and for offices and emoluments in proprietary estates,
below, when dealing with the working of the Act in special relati
of officers. The total number of suits of all kinds for disposal was §29
were pending disposal at the close of the year,

7. Although suits for declaratory decrees haye now b

passed under Regulation VI of 1831, the

. © present Act be; ,
from the date on which a vacaucy occars and the decreI;, beconﬁ:;t E:;g%leeaalfcugged
. ng

executed. Nineteen applications for the execution of gych

- ec ,
during the year under report, but they have been ordered to lir; esvgf:l;e Iﬁaisin:id
" O e

8. Tranyer; o} suits undar section 15.—The bowers conferred b : .
exercised on only six occasions, three of which relate to suj Y this scetion wore

© 1o suits for offices
; A . or .
of village artizans in proprietary estates. emoluments

9. References to the Board of Bevenue under soction 18..—T

he provis; hi
, . . _ io
tion were not called into operation on any occasion during the P ns of this sec.

year,
10. Appeals and second appeals under section 23—(a

Appendix V.,

[l “Q ! .

against orders of appointment made at the revision of villace: acfat:

a;omaly which formerly existed of Divisional-officers sitting i e.Stabhshments, ind the
against departmental orders of the Board op
with, The number of appeals presented under the

) Appeals 1o District 0fficers

against orders passed under section 10 were admitted anq
pending at the time the Act was i
former related to hereditary districts and thejr admission wag jrregy]

23 of the Act amended by Act IT of 1897, no right of ap gular ag
The remaining 37 appeals in the non-hereditary distriets were pi
the orders referred to at the close of paragraph 2 supra, Of oy
cerned (228), 22 were pending disposal at the close of the year,

(6) Appeals to District officers against departmenly] orders of

i . section T, "o/ Punishmeny tnder

Appendix IV . the inﬂictionwsfn tgnfg;r ‘8Ppeals agqingt

during the year, some of these havmg been presented before the ros were disposoq of
force. 1In 10 cases the fincs were remitted and jp 9 othery they WIG)bI‘e ent Act came into
the remaining 12 cases they were confirmed, 8003t Sentenoen of redueed,.whilst in
were 495 appeals, including those pending on the 1t October 18@5 : sctllsPe[_lsmn there
sals 367 ; the number pending disposal at the dclose of the yearnw:;gaé?t dismin
orders of ¢ R and 55

reversed or modified and in 273 cases or 95°1 per’cent, of t}ll; trggllsmnal-ofﬁcers Were;
were confirmed. In regard to dismissals tbe number of Sentenceg the
was 99, 213 or 68 per cent..of the total being confirmed Tevers

(¢) Appeals to District officers aguinst the decisiong Dasseqd by
Olll ne aPPGuls

Appendix Y. ‘ Suils 'under section 13 l]ld’lg. sub
‘ . pending disposa] op the lnt z
187 appeals were presented against the decisions Passed b Divisionai October 1895,

20rdinglog n

+ Bosides the above, a

een declared inadmissible,

orders Passed”™ w7~

ed or modifieg
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for village offices or emoluments in Government villages. Fourteen of these were
dismissed for default or rejected as time-barred. In 23 cases, the appeals were
allowed and decided in favour of the appellants ; in 81 cases or 59-1 per cent. of the
total, the appeals were unsuccessful, the original decrees being confirmed. Nineteen
appeals were pending disposal at the close of the period under report.

(@) Appeals to the Board of Revenue against departmental orders of pum’sb.m'entﬁ-

e There were 18 appeals pending decision by

Appendix VI. the Board at the time of the introduction

of the present Act,and 134 more were filed during the year under report. Of the totul

number, 41 related to suspensions and 111 to dismissals, R 'ljhlrty-four of the fqrgner

iss and 9 of the latter were summarily rejected as inadmls_sxble under the provisions

of section 23, and 8 of the appeals against dismi’ssals were rejected as ttme-b:zrregi. Of

the remaining appeals against orders of suspension, 4 were dismissed on th.e merits and

the other 3 were pending disposal at the close of the year. In 18 eases, in which the

appellants had been dismissed, the decisions of {he subqr@mate officers were rgw'erSed or

modified, in 56 cases or 50 per cent. of the total the original orders were confirmed and
in 20 cases, orders had not been passed at the close of the year,

(e) Appeals to the Board of Revenue against the decisions of Colleclors in suzls,

i< VII and aguinst departmental orders of appoint-

Appendix VIL ment.—Including appeals presented uander

regulation VI of 1831, the total number of cases in which the decisions of Collectors
in suits uuder section 13 were appealed against was 144, Forty-six of these were pre-
sented under the regulation before Ist October 1895, Of these, 27 were rejected as
inadmissible under section 23 of the Act or as time-barred.  Of the remainder, 20 were
disposed of in favour of the appellants and 50 in favour of the respondents, leaving 47
for disposal at the close of the year. Besides the above, there were 191 appeals against
the orders of Collectors in matters of appointment — 0 against orders passed at the
vevision of village establishments and 1yt against orders passed under section 10 of
the Act. All these were disposed of with the exception of 28 which were pending
disposal at the end of September 1896. (One-hundred and thirty-eight were rejected
us inadmissible or astime-barred and of the 23 disposed of on their merits, the appeals
were allowed in 6 casc«, the original orders being reversed. A large number of the

appeals disposed of must, however, be re-heard under the orders of Government con- |

tained in its order No. 2,573, Revenue, dated 20th May 1897,

1. The total number of appeals of

Appeals presented | all elasses which csme for disposal before

— ° Collectors under the Act was 1536 and

ol the total number presented to the Board

tors, | Board. | 555 hown in the marein, I}

tors. 000 as shown in the margin. "The

number pending at the close of the year

P was 105 before Collectors and 102 before

Village oflicers in Government vil- 1410 | 490 | the DBoard, bc;}ing a percentage of 127 and

vﬁ‘ffgi officers in Proprietary estates. | 91 3 | 184 respectively. By far the largest
Villuge autizans in Government vie . 59 number (1,273 to Collegtors and 482 to

v;'ﬁ';‘";;if artizaus in Proprietary estates.| 14 8 | the Board) were in relation to the offices

Total ..| .o | ... | °f village headman or accountant as was

M8 ] %5 | noticed above in the case of suits,

12. Appointment and punishment of village officers in Propriclary estates and suils
for village ofjices in such estates—Under scotion 11 of the present Act, the power of
appoiuting to village offices in proprictary estates other than those to which the Madras
Proprictary Estates Village Serviee Act of 1891+ has been extended, except to the
office of village accountant in Propnetzur)ir estates in which regulation XXIX of 1802
remains in force, has been vested in proprietors It has_ also been };xeic} that tbe power
of appointing the headmen and watchmen in zemindari and whole mam villages to

which the Madras Proprietary Esta‘es Village Service Act has not been cxtended should,

2

3.
/

IA
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. ile, be exercised by propristors. The power was exercised in 484 cases
ﬁnuigfg‘zﬁin;};ieé:) shown in Apgegdix_f. Ip one casg an appeal was pr_efe'rred to the
distrizc)’ca Collector but was rejected as inadmissible. The power of punishing village
oificers in Proprietary estates has, for the most part, _been tr_ansferred to Collectors,ﬂthe
roprietors exercising the limited powers defined in section 8 of _the Act. Fines
prop rroncously imposed in 254 eases, the total amount levied being Rs. 122-3-0,
4“1;3‘31;?)1:0}1 under seetion 7 of the Act, village officers in Proprietary estates are not ;
iiabka ?o ’ﬁne. ' Sixty-seven were suspended and 29 dismissed b}f Colleptorg or Divisional :
officers, whilst the power of suspension was exercised by _proprxetors in 2 instances onl
ond thé power of dismissal in 6 cases. In 35 cases or 522 per cent. ?f the total, the
orders of suspension passed .by Divisional officers were appealed against, the orders
Yeine reversed or modified in 19 cases, confirmed in 12, and pending disposal at éha,
" end ?)f the year in 4. Against the orders of dismissal, appeals were prehfem:ed inih
| cases or about 50 per cent. of the tgtal number passed : of these 7 were d'hsnussed and I S
7 zlldmitted, the original orders being reversed ; Oe case Was pending disposal a‘Q the } '
end of the year. Of the orders passed by proprietors, on_ly one was appeale_d against,
that being a case in which a village headman was dismissed by the proprietor of on

-
Fa

g
i

R TR
-

estate in Madura, contrary to the provisions of section 8 of the Act, which gives pro- - 1
rictors no power over village headmen. One second appeal was preferred to the 4

%Oﬁd and was dismissed. Suits for offices and emoluments in proprietary estates are oo

allowed on the same conditions as 1n Govornment, villages. The number actually filed ‘

was 153, including those pending at the time the Act was introduced, of which 37 were

dismissed or rejected as shown in the

4 margin, 22 were deeided in favour of the
plaintiffs and 25 in favour of tho defend- Pl
ants. The remainder were pending at the o
~close of the year. The majority of the
Suits (79) were for village oftices. In 47 "/

ssmissed for default e
Il;)\cla?glclfed under gection 12 (1), proviso

i1) being suits for declaratory decrecs 18
Rejected under section 18 (2), the

plaintiff being ineligible for appoint-

f
ment e e cases appeals were preferred to district N W ™
. 1 5 t . ' ok A
R(.Ezc((:eic;. as time-barred un(?irkszc 1on D4 Colle(}gors, of which 8 were summarily S N .

rejected as time-barred, 10 were decideq |
in favour of the appellants, 25 in favoyp
of respondents and 9 were pending dis-

posal at the close of the year, Twenty-
gaven second appeals were preferred to the Doard, of which 24 were rejected ag :

inadmissible and 3 were pending disposal on the 30th September 1896,

i

]

_ The figures oontained in the prege@ing Qaragrflpb will show to what extent | !
gemi{}dgfa,ri tractg have been affected by their inclusion within the scope of the At It ! ) { ‘
oflnes not appear that any excessive lse has been made of the powers conferred op | § :
Collectors and on the whole, the Act has worked smoothly gnd well. Until, howerver, | é
the rules under section 20 have been prorr}ulgate@ and un@tl ‘the Madras Proprietar): ] { ¥
Estates Village Service Act IT of 1894 is put in force, it is too soon to Pronounce ¢ |3
(fnﬁnit('ly on the results attained. It is rep?_rted, however, that the zemindars of °

‘Karvetmagar and Kalabasti and the Raja of Venkatagiri dispute the dpplicability of
ti Act tg their estates and that t}{e’ Ra‘)e‘mh intends 1nstituting a suit with 5 view to
, ob?cainin" a legal decision on the point. The other proprictors affected havye not raised
r 5 ¢ . -
" any objections.

. . provision of the Act afEectinoA i1l : :

Tlase Artizans.—The only provision of th 8 viliage artizang i,
seetiollii '1 31,/'zugger which they are egabled to brt;mgﬁsutts fordsulegoe‘ssmn to at;)pc)intmen.t?
LB filed was 83 in Government villages an 1 proprietary estatog “eY s
gl (i;ga}ieﬁucfx?ﬁrofl the total number of suits filed in Government v T ostates, &% =

. . - t vﬂlaoes and 4 or
3 in proprictary estates. The majority (70) of theso woro pe
centl.csoft}t:\kéo:grﬁgsixtg%:& I;)eing for offices. Desides these, 33 suits fileq uy df:: 1100123112:
ﬁfg V’I of 1831 were pending disposal on 1st October 1895. At the end of thﬁoyeur
there were 44 suits pending disposal, 28 having been rejected as inadmissible o
" jnissed for default, and 63 disposed of on the merits. . Of these,

32 were decided in .
favour of the plaintiffs and 31 in favour of Lhe defendants,  Appeals were pl‘eferrég U

i
{
i

JeTRE

o he
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to District Collectors in 31 cases, of which 5 were successful, and to the Board in 35
cases, of which 34 were rejected as inadmissible under section 23 of the Act. In the
absence of previous figures, it is not possible to say how far the Act has at present

operated to reduce petty litigation but it can hardly fail to have this result sooner or
later.

15. The Act has on the whole worked well and is universally reported to be a
great improvement on the antiquated regulation VI of 1831. A number of su

: ggess

tions with regard to sections 3 (4),5, 6, 7, 8, 10 (2), 10 (3), 10 (5), 11, 12,13, 14 and .
23 have, however, been made by Collectors and are tabulated 1n Appendix VIIT
together with the Board’s remarks thereon. None of them are, bowever, of sufficient °

- importance to justify a recourse to further legislation at present. ‘ . ‘
5( Nl

h (True Extract,)
Sceretary.

To the Secretary to Gévemment, Revepue Department.‘
. » 2ll Collectors (except Madras)m@&viﬁww@ﬂiwm

Exd. P. Sectharam,
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Report on the working of the Madras Eereditary Village Offices Act
| IIT of 1895.

Recording Board’s Proccedings submxttmg to Government -~ duting the year ending 30th
September 1896,
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'GOVERNMENT.OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT,

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Reven To. 983
L . T ‘da’?ed 17th August 1897 :— ( "710)? 1\0"233

Rédfl;repbits ﬁ(;m Collec’ro‘i‘s‘regarding‘ the Working of the Méd ras ﬁéreditary Village
‘\ -Offices Aet I1I of 1895 during the year ending 30th September 189¢. ©

?

Resolution—No. 283, dated 17th August 1897, | |
. The Board resolves to submit to Government the report called for in Government
Order, Mis. No. 3083, Revenue, dated 3rd August 1896, regarding the workine of
. the Madras Hereditary Village Offices Act IT1 of 1895 during the year ending goth
" Scptember, 1896,  The delay which has taken place in its preparation jg regrettgd but
was unavoidable, as considerable ditficulty was experienced in obtaining the reqﬁisite
information.  Collectors were allowed three months from the st ( Jetober 1894 within
which to obtain statistics from Tahsildars and Divisional officers, but the informatjon
received was generally incomplete and the reports from the Collectors were delayed
much beyond the time specified.-' The reports from Ganjdm and Géddvari Were
received in this office only on the 10th May 1897, whilst the report from Cuddapah
has not as yet been furnished by the Collector in spite of repeated reminders, . - .

~ 2. 8o far as information is available, the appendices attached to these Proceedings

exbibit in a tabular form, the proceedings which have been taken under the Aot

during the ' period under report. - The Act was brought into force on the Jst October

1895. " The distinction between ¢ hereditary ” and < non-hereditary *’ distriets which

has been drawn in dealing with the appointments of, punishments inflicted on, and

appeals preferred by village officers is due to the fact that the Act, as its title indieates,

applies, strictly speaking, only to hereditary village offices to which emoluments have

been attached by the State.” In Tanjore, Trichinopoly, Nilgiris, Nalem, South Canarg

and Malabar, however, the hereditary prineiple has never been admitted ; but it hys

been the practice in dedling with matters of appointments and punishments, &e., of

village officers in these districts to follow, as far as may be, the procecure applicable

4 e tothe other districts of the Presidency, except as regards the institution of suits and
" the registration of minory/ The practice has been continued since the introduction of
Climsrs “the present enactment, the rules contained in which are now being observed in a]]
C,;M i;udistricts, and the Board has further ruled that, as claimants of village' offices in non-
T rhereditary districts are unable to obtain redress by the institution of suits under
e, 209 ) section 13 of the Aet, they must be allowed the Tight of appeal against departmental

7, { ¢+ orders of appointment, second appeals to the Board being allowed in the case of villgga\"

headmen and accountants, on the analogy of section 28 (1) of the Aet.

.. 8. The Act deals with (1) the appointment of village officers by Collectors
;Z-- under scctions 6 and 10, (2) their punishment by Collectors under sections 7 and 9,(3)
suits for village offices under section 13 of the Act, (4) transfer of suits under section 15,
(5) references to the Board of Revenue under section 18, (6) appeals and second appeals
under section 23, and (7) appointment and punishment of village officers in proprietary

~ estates and suits for village offices in such estates.. These subjects will now be dealt

with separately, in detail, under the above headings, -

A}

. ? proprietors of estates had negle

e st aatd S ST
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o

~

No. 1036, Revexur, 10tH DeceuBer 1897, 3

~nr

Under section 6, at the revision of village
establishments.-—The powers conferred by
this section are not new, having been previously exercised by Collectors under the
e departmental orders of Government contained 1 Government Orders No. 1168,
Revenue, dated 24th November 1892, and No. 4814, Rev‘enue, dated 7th June 18.93,
which bave now received the sanction of the legislature. The total number of appoint-
ments made in accordance with these provisions was 2,449 ; 1,198 in Ne}lore and 1,237
in Chingleput, to which districts revision operations were almost entirely confined.
- One thousand three hundred and _ninety-seven of theso appointments were made

, under sub-section (1) of section 6 and 1,052 under sub-section (2).

r Appendix I

-

R .(8) Under section 10, on ihe occurrence of vacancies in the village offices forming
. class (1) of section 3 of the Act.—The effect of the provisions contained in this section
i has been to restrict the succession to th(_a heirs of.the. last male }}olders of offices. The
i total nunber of appointments made, in the districts to which the Act properly
H applies, .was 2,724 and, 1 the non—hgreqnary districts referregl to 1n paragraph %
| supra, 1,066, In the former class of districts, the persons appointed were the next
E heirs of the last male holders in 1,341 cases or 49-2 per cent. o.f the total ; in 345 cases
i or 12'7 per cent. of the total they were the next in succession, pollatepally ; and in
1,038 cascs or 53-1 per cent. of the total, strangers had to be appointed in default of
: duly qualified claimants by heredity. In the non-lle}'edltary districts, the figures
1 were 324 or 30-4 per cent., 127 or 11'9 per cent., and (15 or §7-7 per cent., respect-
¥ ively. The Act, in this respeet, would, therefore, appear to have operated somewhat
'y to the prejudice of bereditary claims though, in the absence of information for

: J . previous years, it is not possible to gauge accurately its effect in this direction.

; o 5. Punishments of village oﬁcers‘ by Collectors. under sections 7 and 9.—The number
S ' " Appendiz IT : of village officers suspended was 2,037 and

i i | . . Sbpendix Lo | . the number dismissed 764. The minor

| r E punishment of . fine was inflicted in 22,569 instances, the . powers conferred by sub-

4. Appointments of village officers made by Collectors under sections 6 and 10.—(a) .

*

L scction (2) being extensively utilized by Tahsildars and - Deputy Tahsildars, The

total amount levied under this head was Rs. 14,307 or an average of a little over
{ As. 10 per fine. As usual, by far the greatest number of the officers punished were
} village headmen and accountants, whose work comes most direetly and constantly
Lo under the control of the higher revenue officials; out of the total number (25,870) of
- punishments inflicted, 22,103 or 871 per cent. were inflicted on these officers. In
Board’s Proceedings, No. 285, dated 27th July 1896, instructions have been issued
to all Collectors for the maintenance of defaulter books in which petty offences may
| be recorded so that habitual offenders may be dealt with severely  once for all, and 1t
& | is hoped that this system, if properly worked, will do away with the necessity for the
‘ { )' numerous fines which disfigure the record in the present instance, . Except in . Viza-
£ gapatam and Gdddvari, no punishments appear to have been inflicted by Collectors on
LT officers falling under the description of class (3) in scetion 3 of the Act whom the
: cted to punish under the powers conferred on them by

¢ section 8,°

~Appendix IIL emoluments attached thereto wero pending

{
{
;‘ _ disposel in relation to Government villages. -In regard to these suits, the Board held
! "+ that they should, as far as possible, be disposed of in accordance with the provisions
; of the new Act and when, owing to the rules under section 20 of the Act not having
f been promulgated, this could not be done, they should lie over. .. This "procedure has

have now to be disposed of afresh in accordance with the: instructions contained in
, Government Order, No. 2573, Revenue, dated 20th May 1897, The number of suits
| ‘ filed for offices and emoluments in Government villages during the year under report wag

fanlt, 36, being for declaratory decrees, were rejected under the first proviso to section

since been -ascertained to be illegal and the suits and appeals disposed of under it

s - 6. Suils for village offices under section 13 of the Act.— At the time the Act was
; o - ‘ : ‘ ~* introduced, 73 suits for offices and one for -

267, Of the total number for disposal (74 - 267 or 341), 14 were dismissed for des

¥
4
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© 13, 45, filed by persons not eligible for appointmen -
(2) and 31 were rejected as being time-bgfred und«ta’i'vgeeggon 14, T

for disposal on their merits was thus 215, of which, 50 were djsp, he total number
the plaintiffs and 72 in favour of the defendants, leaving 9%} 'ol:]%s'edc,()f 0 favour of
the year. By far the largest number (288) were filed for thlc)) oﬁ‘lin? ot the close of
of village headmen or accountants, the other classes of village o ﬁfcs or emolumentg
themselves to any great extent of the provisions of the Act. B ° ;rs Dot availing
certain number of suits were filed for the offices and emolum'entsesé ef] the above, a
and for offices am_l emol.uments in proprietary estates, These W.ﬁ b‘l-lage artizany
below, when dealing with the working of the Act in special rel ton 1o ch
of officers. The total number of suits of all kinds fo ®iation to thes
were pending disposal at the close of the year,

rejected under sub-sectign

) e classe
r disposal wag 629, of whi((:ha;)bg

7. Although suits for declaratory decrees hav §
it has been decided to respeet such chrees passed Emrilg:v Rl()f:l?l (ti.ec
period of limitation prescribed by section 14 (3) of the pr;ats,eni: A
from the date on which a vacancy occurs and the decree become
executed. Nineteen applications for the execution of such deergesc?;l;le of being
'@ presented

during the year under report, but they have b i to lj
promulgation of rules under section 20 )éf the Ac’s.en ordered tolio over ending the

lared inadm}ssib]\

£ e 3
n VI of 1831, 1,
Act being caleuluteq

8. Transfers of suits under section 15.—The powers conferred
exercised on only six occasions, three of which relate to suits for o
of village artizans in proprietary estates.

by this section were
fiices or emolumentg

9. References to the Board of Revenue under section 18..—~The prov

tion were not called into operati i 1 sions of this
peration on any occasion during the year, e

10. Appeals and .
PP .second appeals under section 23—(a) Appeals to Distris 7
Appendix V, against departmental orders of a cers

s . Under the Act l’i”?f’lﬁneut.*
against orde?s of appointment made at the revision of vilI’azgp‘;zizbillir:hadmlsmble onl
anomaly which formerly existed of Divisiona]-officers sitt; ments, and th

against departmental orders of the Board or Gov 28 n judgment o Suits fi

> ernment h ed
with. The number of appeals presented under the new Act ﬁashlllgfabzefnvgﬁpi Bway
! 1ch nine

were pending disposal at the close of the year. iti
agag}st orders passed under section 10 wer}; admi{?edaiiléwgg t;;ggie, 169 appeals
:%)en ing elztttl()ie time the Act was introduced. One hundred and thirtapfeals were
z%rngertxﬁ a i 1;to her((aidltary districts and their admission was irregular as gx;d“"o of the
R ;ini 50 gxélen edl1 by Act II of 1897, no right of appeal exists in siléhsectmn
e re '3 appeals in the non-hereditary districts were rightly enterta; cases,
¢ orders referred to at thg close of paragraph 2 supra. Of t%he total ained under
cerned (228), 22 were pending disposal at the close of the year al number cop-

(b) Appeals to District oficers against departmental orders of punishment

Appendix IV. section 7.—Twenty-four appeals 5 'Zidc:

during the year, some of these having been ptx%:aeserllrtlgciclt)iofgrg f;h o
ioh?;m In 10 C?ZGS the fines were remitted and in 2 others they %ﬁ?:@lﬁuﬁﬁ C;Il?ﬁ i
the 49%1nmg ,Ll c.as?s they were confirmed. Against sentences of suspens,ion 'cEl;1t o
ero 49 .apﬁea 8, including those pending on the 1st October 1895 and against d; o
sals 367; the nun:ll_ber pending disposal at the close of the year wasg 68 455
respectively. In 154 cases of suspension, the orders of the Divisional i
reversed or modified and in 273 cases or §5°1 per cent. of the total to;xa
were confirmed. In regard to dismissals the number of sentences re ;
was 99, 213 or 68 per cent. of the total being confirmed. o

(0 4 ppeals to District oficers against the decisions passed by their suborc%ates y
Appendix}V, Is

137 app_egls were Rresented against the ld'ecisions passed by Divi

orders passed
ed or modified

T e W, AT I I S LI e L PR

ed upon ‘

fines were disposed of _

~officers were .

suifs under section 13.—~Including a s
pending disposal on the Ist Octo%er %1;38558 :
sional-officers in suits *

P

B S S

.

-

for village offices or emoluments in Government villages,
dismissed for default or rejected as time-barred. In 23 cases, the appeals were

allowed and decided in favour of
total, the appeals were unsuccess
appeals were pending disposal at

.~ for village ofjices in such esiates—U

WWM ~—~ o
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Fourteen of these were

the appellants ; in 81 cases or 69-1 per cent. of the
ful, the original decrees being confirmed. Nineteen
the close of the period under report.

(d) Appeals o the Board of Revenue against departmental orders of punishment.—

i There were 18 appeals pending decision by

, Appendix VL. the Board at the time of the introduction
of the present Act, and 134 more were filed during the year under report. Of the total
number, 41 related to suspensions and lll. to dxsm1§sa1s. . Thlrty—four of the former
class and 9 of the latter were summarily rejected as inadmissible under the provisions

*f section 23, and 8 of the appeals against dismissals were rejected as time-barred. Of

als against orders of suspension, 4 were dismissed on the merits and
the other 3 were pending disposal at the close of the year. -In 18 cases, in which the
appellants had been dismissed, the decisions of the subo.rd’mate officers were reversed or
modified, in 56 cases or 50 per cent. of the total the original orders were confirmed and
in 20 cases, orders had not been passed at the close of the year.

(¢) Appeals to the Board of Revenue against the decisions of Collectors tn suils,
. and against departmental orders of appoint-
Appendix VII. ment.—Including appeals presented under

regulation VI of 1831, the total number of cases in which the decisions of Collectors

in suits under section 13 were appealed against was 144, Forty-six of these were pre-
sented under the regulation before 1st October 1895, Of these, 27 were rejected as
inadmissible under section 23 of the Act or as time-barred. Of the remainder, 2(_) were
disposed of in favour of the appellants and 50 in favour of the respondents, leaving 47
for disposal at the close of the year. Desides the above, there were 194 appeals against
the orders of Collectors in matters of appointment — : 0 against orders passed at the
revision of village establishments and 104 against orders passed under section 10 of
the Act. All these were disposed of with the exception of 28 .which were pending
disposal at the end of September 1896. One-hundred and thirty-eight were rejected
as inadmissible or as time-barred and of the 28 disposed of on their merits, the appeals
were allowed in 6 cases, the original orders being reversed. A large number of the
appeals disposed of must, however, be re-heard under the orders of Government con-

the remaining appe

tained in its order No. 2,573, Revenue, dated 20th May 1897. ‘ i
. 11. The total number of appeals of
Appeals prosentod all classes which came for disposal before
—_— " Collectors under the Act was 1536 and
Callece the total number presented to the Board
tore. | Bosrd. | 555 as shown in the margin. The

number pending at the close of the year

was 195 before Collectors and 102 before

Village ofiicers in Government vil- the Board, being a percentage of 12-7 and

luges .+ .. ve ee ) L0 490 184 tivel By far the 1 ¢
Village officers in Proprietary estates. 91 30 respectively. y r the larges
Village artizans in Government vile 01 52 * pnumber (1,273 to Collectors and 482 to
Vilgs artizans in Propriotary eetatos.| 14 s | the Board) were in relation to the offices

: Total ——{ of village headman or accountant as was

ofal -1 1538 | 655 | poticed above in the case of suits.

: 12. 4 ppoz'ntment and punishment of village officers in Proprietary estates and suils
nder section 11 of the present Act, the power of
appointing to village offices in proprietary estates other than those to which the Madras
Proprietary Estates Village Service Act of 1894 has been extended, except to the
office of village accountant in Proprietary estates I which regulation XXIX of 1802
remains in force, has been vested in proprietors It has also been held that the power
of appointing the headmen and watchmen in zemindarl and whole inam villages to
which She Madras Proprietary Estates Village Service Act has not been extended should,
2
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o
in the meanwhile, be exercised by propristors, The power was exereised in 434
during the year, as shown in Appendix J. In one case an appeal was refn. od cases
district Collector but was rejected as inadmissible, The power of upn' lf}re to the
officers in Proprietary estates has, for the most part, been transferreq Igo (38 111?g village
proprietors exercising the limited powers defined in section 8 of the OAZ(t};torslz‘ifltg

were erroneously imposed in 254 cases, the total amount levied being Rs, 199-3 0
<) » 1aa-o-0,

although, under seection 7 of the Aect, village officers in Propy t
liable to fine. Sixty-seven were suspended and 29 dismissed b}? éil?gtoi:tgfe]g : ?iiz,?omtl:
na

officers, whilst the power of suspension was exercised b e e 0y ®
and thé power of dismissal in 6 cases. In 35 cases ory _I)‘) r20 F;"éstgéign 2;:;1}?311083 onl
orders of suspension passed by Divisional officers were appealed a c"‘a(') e total, the
being reversed or modified 'in 19 cases, confirmed in 12, gainst, the orderg
end of the year én 4. Agahf;sth the oiders of dismissal,
cases or about 50 per cent. of the total number passed : o . .
7 admitted; the original orders being reversedg one case ivta};eiigd&ere dqlsmlssed and
end of the ycar. Of the orders passed by proprictors, only one was % lsllJosal at the
that being a case in which a village headman was dismisseq by the Plzea ed against,
estate in Madura, contrary to the provisions of section § of the A e thio I})fle'tor of on
prietors no power over village headmen. One second appeal wag refg %&Ves pro-
Board and was dismissed. Suits for offices and emoluments in Propril()-tar rred to the
allowed on the same conditions as in Government, villages. The number}; fslt‘«itegare
was 153, including those pending at the time the Act was introduceqd of th@ﬁ“?éy filed
| dismissed or rejected as showp inwtege
margin, 22 were decided in fayoyr of the
plaintiffs and 25 in favour ¢f the defe de
ants. The remainder were pending ot Itlh-
close of the year. The majority of the
suits (79) V\{ere for village oﬂ‘ices.y In 4(73
cases appeals were preferred S
i4(1) o e we .. 4 Gollectors, of which 3 Were Z?ufﬂglet
—— rejected as time-barred, 10 were e o del
37 in favour of the appellants, 25 jp f{lVO?l
of respondents and 9 were pending di r
posal at the close of the year. '.Ifw%ntls-
seven second appeals were preferred to the Board, of which 24 were rejected -
inadmissible and 3 were pending disposal on the 30th September 1896. Jaas

Dismissed for default ... e 4
Rejected under section 13 (1), proviso
(1) being suits for declaratory decrees 18
Rejected under section 13 (2), the
plaintiff being ineligible for appoint-
ment .

. 11
Tejected as time-barred under section

p ]

13. The figures contained in the preceding paragraph will show to what extent
zemindari tracts bave been affected by their inclusion within the scope of the Aot It
does not appear that any excessive use has been made of the powers conferreq on
Collectors and on the whole, the Act has worked smoothly and well. Until, however
the rules under section 20 have been promulgated and until the Madras Proprietar )
Estates Village Service Act II of 1894 is put in force, it is too soon to pronoune};
definitely on the resnlts attained. It is reported, however, that the zemindars of
Karvetnagar and Kélahasti and the Raja of Venkatagiri dispute the applicability of
the Act to their estates and that the Rajah intends instituting a suit with a view to
obtaining a legal decision on the point. The other proprietors affected have not raiseq
any objections. ‘

14. Village Artizans.—The only provision of the Act affecting village artizans is

section 13, under which they are enabled to bring suits for succession to appointments,
The total number filed was 83 in Government villages and 19 in proprictary estates,

or 172 per cent. of the total number of suits filed in Government villages and 4 per
cent, of those filed in proprietary estates. The majority (70) of these were for emolu-
ments, the remaining 32 being for offices. Besides these, 33 suits filed under regula-
tion VI of 1831 were pending disposal on 1st October 1895. At the end of the year
there were 44 suits pending disposal, 28 having been rejected as inadmissible or dis-
missed for default, and 63 disposed of on the merits. Of these, 32 were decided in
favour of the plaintiffs and 31 in favour of the defendants. Appeals were preferred

and pending disposal at the
appeals were preferred in 15°

Fe b
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to District Collectors in 31 cases, of which 6 were successful, and to the Board in 35
cases, of which 34 were rejected as inadmissible under section 23 of the Act. In the
absence of previous figures, it is not possible to say how far the Act has at present
operated to reduce petty litigation but it can hardly fail to have this result sooner or

later. :
15. The Act has on the whole worked well and is universally reported to be a

great improvement on the antiquated regulation VI of 1831. A number of sugges-

. tions with regard to sections 3 (4) §, 6, 7, 8, 10 (2), 10 (3), 10 (5), 11, 12,13, 14 and

93 have, however, been made by Collectors and are tabulated in Appendix VIII
together with the Board’s remarks thereon. None of them are, however, of sufficient
importance to justily a recourse to further legislation at present.

2N (True Extract.)
(Signed)

*

R. C. C. CARR,
Secretary,

To the Secrctary to GGovernment, Revenue Department.
» all Collectors (except Madras).
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AprornTMENTS made under sections 6, 10 and 11 of the Madras Act TIT of 1895

APPENDIX T.

Number of appointments Numnber of cases in which the
under nominees under sections 10 and 11
were
Offices. .
Section | Section Persons
’ 6, next
. clause | clause | Total. 1}12 ?’:: in ::der Strang- Total
(1). (2). 8. of suc. | ©Fe- .
! : cession,
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 )
Government willages. =
Headmen ‘and [ In hereditary districts . .. e 306 160
. monigars. {In non-bereditary distriets .. . Ve e _%66 ?(1)‘; gg 284 686
—— 1 87 342
Total .. 306 - ——
Tn hereditary distriot —” ) N el L A
n hereditary districts e e 234 114 ——————
Kurpams . {In non-hereditary distriets .. .. 1 ] 34’% 233 gg 984 “——612
166 261
Total .. 235 114 849 330 | e
ditary district mad e LT
. In hereditary districts .. .. 379 | 286 ———
Talayaries o {In pon-hereditary distriets .. .| . . _(_565 3?; gg 255 Y
Total ..| 319| 286 | 668 | 449 | 11g| oom|m———
114 369 928
. Tn hereditary districts e e 459 457 916 - —
Vottics ++ | Ta non-hereditary distriets .. .. ) .. . 3,}2 ;g }g{; 673
‘ 081 955
Totl ..| 459 | 457 | 916 | 445 | tog | i ——
: : 343 | ggg
Nirgantis in hereditary districts . . . 17 35 52 27 "_“‘I‘Q‘ "'--3—0- N
78
Total of offices 1} 1) yqeditary distri ‘ T | ————
i y distriota e o] 1,395 nos2| 2447 1301
in Govern- g it istric ’ ’ ”° 345 | 1,038 .
* ment villagea} In non: hex"edx ary districts ,, e 1 o, J 394 127 ’615 3‘(7,2‘;
( Total .. o448 ———— e
otal 1,396 | 1,062 | 2,448 | 1,665 2| 1633 | 5oem
Proprictary estates. ) —
Tleadmen and [ In bereditary districts v . 1 . 1 43 ‘
Monigars. {In non-hereditary districts .. .. e . .. 1 M 63 (lig 238
24
) Total .. 1 .e 1 148 Py '5~0“ -——»;é-;
y * b —
. In hereditary districts e . I . .. e e
Talayaries .. {In non-hereditary distriets .. .. .. | .. o 2? 2 13 44
R ' Ll . 1
‘ Total .. - . - ————
S 30 2 13 %

Nirgantis in hereditary districts e e . .. - = . - ._2_ _____T

Vetties in hereditary districts .. . = .. .. B N " » ._.__.1 ____1_5_

Shrofis in hereditary distriots  ,, . e . . B - 7 : .._...; ___1_;

Kurnams Of} In hereditary districts N e

N 1) X .o e (X} 2 4
whole Inam herodit . 2 7 2
villages. ‘ In non-bereditary districts .. . . ... . 9 1 1 :
. Total . . e .. 24 5 8 —'—?
Other offices falling under clause 3 of section 8 in heredi- ) Tm——
. tary distriots . . Lew ’e . PR Y . " 43 4 10 57
. 5
Toi’rﬁl Olf’ rzgir‘i‘: To hereditary districts ., ., 1) ., 1 257 3 75 405 "
jary ostates, In non-hereditary districts .. .. . e . 8 4 17 o
\ ‘ ‘ Total .. ) I 1] 266 7 02 | 432
Grﬁnd total of '
offices in Gov- . L.

. grnment vil- | In hereditary districts | .. ] 1,396 1,062 2,448 1,698 - 418 1113} 3,129
lages and in { In non-bereditary districts .. - .. 1 . 1 332 131 632 | 1,095
Propristary | ‘
estates, J

‘ Total ..| 10397| 1,062 | 2449 | 1,930 | 549 | 1,745 | 4,224

APPENDIX II.

icted under sections 7, 8 and 9 of the Madras Act ITI of 1895.
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