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Boarp oF REVENUE (REv. Serr., L. Ros. axp Acet.), 21st DEc. 1896, No. 453.
B ' ”

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE
(REVENUE SETTLEMENT, LaND RECORDS AND AGRICULTURE).

Reap—-the followihg fortnightly narrative of the Anantapur District during the period
_ ending 15th December 1896.

STATE OF THE COUNTRY.

Rainfall and water-supply.—Rainfall during the fortnight was nil as against an
expected average of 012 inches, The aggregate fall up to the fortnight is 14:35

“inches against an expected quantity of 24-33 inches, the average of the preceding five

years excluding the famine year 1891 Water-supply is sufficient for drinking
purposes exceptin parts of Kanaganapalliand Putlur firkas of Dharmavaram and Tad-
patri taluks. ~ It is insufficient for irrigation purposes everywhere except under river
channels and springs. All the big tanks continue to- be dry. The scanty supplies
received during the previous fortnight are only sufficient to aid well irrigation.  The
supply, in nalas and wells, has slightly improved after the recent rains.

~ Agricultural operations and condition of crops.—In the black soils of Gooty, Tad-
patri and parts of Anantapur and Kalyandrug, white cholum, bengal-gram, linseed,
and wheat are being sown as already reported. Sowings of horse-gram are in pro-
gress in red-soil. Wet lands, dependent on tanks (baving supplies), nalas and wells
are being ploughed up and sown for spring crops, viz., paddy, ragi and cholum. Ragi
is being transplanted in parts of Tadpatri and Anantapur taluks. Tank-bed lands

~ are also being sown in parts of Madakasfra, Hinddpur, Kalyandrug and Gooty with

cholum, wheat, bengal-gram and cucumbers. In unirrigated lands, cumbu, korra,
arika and chama and dholl are being harvested in Kalyandrug and the three south-
ern taluks of Dharmavaram, Penukonda and Madakasira. The yield is estimated
at 1 to 8 annas; cotton is being picked in parts of Tadpatri taluk ; outturn from bad
to middling in parts and fair in others. Harvest of paddy and ragiis going on in
wet lands, under channels and wells, throughout the district, the outturn ranging from
fair to average. Under tanks the little paddy there is in the central and southern
taluks, is also being harvested, the yield varying from bad to fair,

Standing crops both on unirrigated and well lands such as castor, cotton, indigo,
horse-gram, paddy, cholum and ragi are all thriving and have revived after the recent
showers. Cholum in Dharmavaram and other tank-beds is reported to be in a very
good condition. The horse-gram lately sown in red soils is said to have sprouted up
and doing well. y ' -

Supply of pasture and fodder and condition of cattle—DPasture is scarce, but
sprouting after the late rains: without the help of another shower it is not likely to
grow up luxuriantly. Fodder is procurable with difficulty, but the harvest operations
now going on will supplemqnt the present stocks. The condition of draught cattle is
generally good. Non-working cattle put on a feeble appearance in the two northern

taluks for want of sufficient fodder. The recent growth of pasture has slightly improved
" their condition, which is mnot one of deterioration for the present. Rinderpest is
prevalent in parts of Gooty, Dharmavaram and Madakasira taluks. '

Qeneral Bemarks.—In spite of their misgivings the ryots in parts of Anantapur and

R Kalyandrug have largely resorted to the sowing of horse-gram in red soils with the aid

of the recent rains and the Divisional Officer, Anantapur, reports that the cultivation
has been successful in the villages visited by him and that the crop is thriving. More
rain is, however, required to bring this and other standing crops in other localities to

maturity.

'./

e

T R




R

——

-~ -
¢
9 Boarp of ReveNuE (Rev. Sert., L. Rps. axp Agrr.), 21st Dec. 1896, No. 453.
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Foop SUPPLIES AND THE STATE OF THE MARKETS,
Prices of principal food-grains at principal markets in the affected tracts, in seers of 80 tolaa
per rupee, for the period ending 15th December 1895, :
%i?e. : Qh()l'um, Whitf;: Chpl,}l_r\g, }'ellov{r\. Ragi,
Btations. Endof | Endof | Endof | Endof | Endof | Endof | Endof | Endof
last fort- | current | last fort- | current | last fort- { current | last fort- { current
night. |fortnight.| night. |fortnight.| night. fortnight. | night. |fortnight,
Tadpatri e 8:64 864 15-45 13:39 1648 1442 21-34 1552
Yadiki .0 ue e 864 756 i, o 1648 | 13-39 1746 14-2% .
Gooty oo 800 810 | .. 11-33 1600 | 1470 1600 1413
Usavkonda 't o 840 800 1890 13-00 21-00 15-00 23-10 16:00
Anantapar o+ v ] 972 g64 | 1751 | 1236 | 2060 1442 | 1940 15-52
Kalyandrug v .. | 1080 972 1864 12-36 26-78 16-48 2522 1653
Dbarmavaram .. .. 8-64 756 13:39 12-36 1452 13-39 19-40 1552 RIS
Penukonda .. .. - .. 72 9-18 14-42 13-39 o . 2328 17-46 S '
Hindpur-: ,,  +0 .0 9-67 967 17:20 7-20 .- .- 34-40 21-50 v
Madakasira .. . . 10-80 972 o . . . 25-22 19-40 -
Avege .| 930 860 | 1648 1320 1883 | 1450 | 2248 | ‘1650
Bee. 26 221 L : t e
Activity of trade.—(1) Private trade has slackened considerably in all the taluks
of the Head Assistant Collector’s division. It is active in Anantapur and Kalyandrug
where the merchants are evidently anxious to make the best of the present season
In the Gooty division also it appears to be somewhat brisk in the import and export
_of staple articlés such as cholum, ragi and even second sort rice. :
') ‘ . . . .
_ Exports and Imports.—(2) Vide accompanying table with regard to the Gooty
- division. For the others no figures have been furnished :— = =~ .
) Station from Station to - Ri(fe. Paddy. Ragi. | Cholum. Cumbn, Othprs.
Imports.
: MDS., MDS, MDS.
(| Vanganur ..° .. .| .. 1 | M | s
o Tadpatri ., e s 301 26 1,890 576 BT ER
Cuddapah, Bellary, ) [ Penner - .. .. . . . 139 ’ st
- Gooty, &c. Rayalcheravn . ., . ' . ‘3 * T
| Koyl ‘ o 321 | 35 . .
Thimmanchgrla o e 2033 . Yar | . . "23
N ‘ - Ezporis,
" Vanganmur ., «. { Kondépuram . . L . 12
Tadpatel * ., .. | Yerraguntla, Cuddapah, &c.| 542 . "678 157 -
Penner es . oo | Maddikers, Tuggali, &c. .. . . 'Y °* **
Royalcheruvu o« | Tadpatri and Vanganur ., C 2 17 . 8 . "
Gooty vs s | Nandyal, &eo. e s 20 68 ” 1
Patakottacheruvu ., | Belluy . . . «b * 4 | % I 2
é‘hlmmnncherla . | Tadpatri, Vanganur, &e. .. . . . 35'{ o » ?
) Inntakal. . -+ | Roddipalle and ¢ rraguntla. - . 154 20 e 33
ConprrroN oF THE PEoPLE. G
B

(1) On worlcs.—Fai;' in,the Putlur work in the Tadpatri taluk which i
) ) - . . th
work now géing on.’ In Bhogasamudram in the same taluk no coolies algpe;ie 1 ﬁnortl}?; %
' glork WI]E}ICh.Wa;!1 p;opqsed to be opened under the Commissioner’s orders. A few of h
e coolies 1n the former work have been found to be rath ‘ ,
Collector who visited it. . . IR er weak by the Depgty
(2) I vz’llages.—Generayy good. . : ,
- Sickness and Mortality.—Cholera is still prevalent in parts of Gooty and,Dhare-
mavaram taluks in 2 mild form, Slight small-pox also in a few villages of Penukonda .
: ahd Dharmavaram taluks, PR ARt on

Remarks,—Nil.

- non-gttendunce of coolies at the last three works have been reported. :

‘would be better for them to earn even small wages from Government than to part

}
i : !
Boarp or ReveNue (Rev. SerT., L. Rps. AND AczL), 21st _DEc. 1896, No. 4563. 3 ‘ Z
o V A . S * ' ;
- Mzasurss oF Revrrer. ,
On works.—1In what taluks open, and comparison_of numbers—
' ' Number employed. { {
— A
- Last This
i fortnight. fortnight. . ’ (,
Tadpatrl cee e eee ses e dee e L0200 537 X
TG00ty e e e e e e 123 . ' '
Ana.ntapllr e ees L eee see sen “es o 97 see
Dharmavaram ., - eee eer eee aes e e 65 ...

, [',? {
Total ... 1,310 537 : A-f"\'

/!-11.3 é\

Rremarks.—Please vide thisoffice letter, Ref. on C. No. 8622, dated 9th December 1896, in which the reasons for the /,I /é/&' ‘/7 < i

Gratuitous Relief—Numbers relieved at kitchens and otherwise— ? 1//// 7 \i}
_ .

Number relieved at

kitchens.
* This  Last -
) ’ ) : fortnight. fortnight.
Tadpatri ... cee oo .. 65 51
Gooty T T 20
+ Total ... . 65 71 i

Rexarxs.—The decrease is due to the closing of the kitchen at Velpamadugu in Gooty taluk.

General Remarks.—This fortnight has already witnessed a rapid rise in prices—
almost as rapid and remarkable as the fall in the previous one. Before the rains the i
merchants had stored up or purchased large quantities of grain in the hope of selling
at famine rates, with the expectation of a prolonged scarcity, but when the showers
commenced there was a rush, so to speak, due to a panic amongst them, to dispose
of their accumulated stocks as quickly as possible. The disappearance of the cloudy
weather once more altered the situation, though but temporarily it is hoped, and
indeed, within a very short time, partly owing to combination and partly owing to ! {
the character of the season which has now become fairly pronounced, the prices have
almost leaped up to their former level. In consequence of the harvests and sowings, o]
field labour is now largely available and continues to attract the villagers who are now g
able to earn better wages, mostly paid in kind, ranging from three to four seers of '
grain per head. In garden and wet land, and als.o to a large extent in unirrigated
land, where korra, sama, cumbu and cotton are being reaped, labour is available at
far more favourable terms than the famine wages. Well sinking and the deepening of
old wells are also contributing thereto in no small measure. On the whole, I am of ’ ‘ /

opinion that until the middle of next month or thereabouts it would be premature to
expect the coolies to come to relief works at famine rates. o ‘

The condition of weavers has also been duly enquired into during the fortnight.
The weavers at Dharmavaram, Tadpatri and Uravakonda (Gooty taluk) have all of J
them unanimously declined to accept State reliéf on the terms provided for in the“ _
Famine Code.. Some of them (e.g., Uravakonda weavers) have openly acknowledged
that their cloths now find a ready sale in the local markets. The Head Assistant
Collector has reported that the Dharmavaram weavers persisted in their refusal to
accept relief on 'the terms offered, though the rules were clearly explained to them.
He adds, T explained to them that many weavers in the adjoining districts were
receiving help on 'the same terms, and told them to think over the matter for a few
days. I asked them how they mqnaged to live for th_e last month without any work,
and they said they had been selling their females’ jewels. - The suggestion that it

Lot

N
with all their jewels did not strike them as reasonable. They returned to me on the % ‘

10th instant when Iagain halted at Dharmavaram and definitely declined to accept
belp for the present.” o
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There is no doubt that, if the weavershad really been reduced to desperation, they
would not have failed to readily avail themselves of the help so offered, and their
refusal is at all events a sufficient criterion of the fact that the hand of distress is not
yet upon them. The weavers at Uravakonda are said to be earning daily wages of 2 .
annas for an adult male or female and one anna for every child in the employment of
labour for the manufacture of their cloths. Those at Belaguppa in the Kalyandrug
taluk, who manufacture cumblies or blankets, are reported to make a profit of 6 to 8
annas per cumbly. to manufacture which it takes them two days, and the Deputy Col-
lector has ascertained that théy have received large advances from the merchants and
expect more and that their cumblies find a good sale in the adjoining district of
Bellary. All the Divisional Officers have also reported that the weavers in other parts,

where they are found in large numbers, require no help for the present,

Private charity.—In Gooty, Anantapur, Hindupir and Penukonda some charitable . |
inhabitants have arranged to sell food-grains to the poorer classes at some what cheaper
rates than the bazaar prices. In.Dharmavaram, according to an article’ in the
“ Hindu,” the local gentry appear to have resolved in a public meeting to open a
kitchen. I have called on the Head Assistant Collector to report full particulars as to
the circumstances under which this was decided upon, as the article mentions that he
(the Head Assistant Collector) was also present at the meeting and subscribed towards .

~ the object. o

s

. _ TALUKS AND PLACES VISITED.
 Anantapur toluk.—Akuthotlapalli, Itikalapalli, Manilla, Yerrayapalli, Mus‘coor,
Sanjivapuram, Pappur, Malyavantam, Nadimidoddi, Singanamalla, Garladinna, Bon-

* daledu, Kesapalli, Chakrayapeta, K orrapadu, Bodigandoddi and Bukkarayasamudram.
' Gooly taluk.—Pamidi, Gooty. After returning from Gobty, where I met the

"Comr.nissioner, I hqd to remain at Anantapur as a number of revenue appeals were
- pending, there having been no time for their disposal in November,

d Agriculturists’ Loans Act.

,,
f

t!
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—Statement showing particulars of loan transactions under the Land Improvement
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Rusorurion—dated 218t Detember 1898, No. 453.
Submitted for the information of Government: .

9. No rain having fallen during the period reported on, there hasbeen no further

- jmprovement in the state of the district. The water-supplies, except in channels and
wells, are very poor for irrigation and in two localities for drinking purposes also. In
regard to the latter, the Taluk Boards should give attention to the deepening of the
wells or such other measures s may be advisable for improving the supplies. The
effect of the November rainfall is now being more clearly seen, and the ryots appear to
have made more extensive sowings after it than the Collector at first anticipated, but
it is as yet far ton soon to say ¢ that the cultivation has'been successful.” The culti-
vation returns for November are now available and an abstract thereof is appended:
They show a deficiency of 141,459 acres on the dry and 10,877 acres on the wet land

How far these
Jeficioncies may have been made good will not be known until the middle of January.

Such standing crops as had survived the drought have been revived, but how
much of the early crop yielded any appreciable outturn has not yet been reported.
- The report should be expedited. It was due on the 15th current,.

3. Prices rose very rapidly during the period, and are now ly a: ’
“were before the late rainfall. ’ nearly as dgar as they

4, The people appear to contivue in fair condition, and as yet find a sufficient
amount of empluyment in the flelds, but they must soon again need relief, unless
prices fall, The coolies near Bhagasamudram explained that they only delayed to come

up to that month for the whole district, and whilst in the sauthern taluks there was
J. 'nan excess under_dry, in the north the eﬁcnenoies_a.m'_ez;z_lasge._.

" to the work for a few days &8 thcre was some employment in transplanfing ragl.

Well-sinking affords a certain amount of employment and there is a considerable
number of applications for loans. pending in most taluks. Every effort should
be made to dispose of these rapidly. The work in this direction is, however, moré
forward in Anantapur than in any of the other Deccan districts. , N

5. The Collector states that the w
¢condition should be watched.

6. These reports should show the places
those visited by the Collector, :

eavers nowhere require special relief, Their
visited by Divisional officers as well as

(True Copy and Extract.)

9'o tlie Secretary to Government,” Revenue Department. Secretary:
4  Collector of Anantapur,

Copy to the Sanitary Commissioner.

——

APPENDIX,
CoMPARATIVE statement of the areas sown in 1896 with the average.
A - First-erop.
Dry, : ‘ " Wet.
. Taluks, : Y Y Y ’
Talu] Up+#o Novemter. 1 Average Up to November. Average
ar}nuu.l ' . . annual
1896. -Average, | cultivation, 1896. Average. | cultivation.
S ACS. . ACE 'Aqil.o’ 1.(‘)“1‘8'4 _ Acs. Ace.

' Madakasira o0 . e e 70,063 62,061 | 63,104 13 2,704 11,664
Madskosim oo oo U s | poas | seSIS | ILSS | 113788 | 19
A} enukoﬂdé : ,.‘ “se se . 8‘1*39 75,513 . 86,“26 - 7)654 8,47l 1 13,921

" Dharmavarsm ‘.e . s ee 109,747 168,300 180,199 4,284 7,160 1 10,447
Kulyandrug ¢ . ae oo .| 127270 |2 61,703 181,097 4,166 | %11,055 . €,583

©ADALASPUE . .. ee® ae  ee| - 180,805 204,530 208,335 8,043 9,548 11,631
GOOty we  ue ae e a.] 270918 | 869623\ BISITE. 6,660 7,996 9,570
Tadpatri .. e e . 163,177 213,354 218,546 - 7,365 2,956 9,074

Toal .| 1,063976 | 1195435 | 1260244 | 59761 | * 70,628 88,792

. }iiemge approaimate.
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Proceedings, 218¢ Dee. 1896, No. 453.

Fortnightly Narrative,~Submitting to Govern-
ment, with remarks, — of the Anantapur distriot
for period ending 15th December 1896.
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