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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS, s tAIOp

REVENUE DEPARTMENT,

Rrap—again G.0., Mis. No. 566, Revenue, dated 29th January 1897,

ABSTRACT.——-Referring to the Board of Revenue for report letter f
- Manager, Madras Railway Company, re'poyting the conduct of certain villar:énogfer‘&gent and
padu in permitting a cholera corpse to lie just outside the station premises for threesdzt; ;Iram\. .

Reap—again G.0., B. No. 553, Revenue, dated 18th March 1897,

Apstract.—Referring to the Board of Revenue correspondence fro

Manager, Madras Railway, askipg for the yiews of Government as to r“’rlr:ett}?ei tﬁgeélt and
removing & COrpse from'the railway premises under circumstances stated rest e duty of
Government officials or with the Railway Company. 8 with the

Reap—again G.0., B. No. 973, Revenue, dated 19th May 1897.

AspstrACT.—Recording, with remark, Board’s Proceedings communicati

; o ingt

of Cuddapah, with remarks, rqemorandum from Governme ot calling for eaﬁyostl}i)emcf]'ledor
report on conduct of certain village officers in permitting a cholera corpse to he just ission of
railway station for three days. Just outside a

'

Reap—also the tollowing Proceedings of the Board of Teve .
Mis. i’o. 3338, dac%ed 7th September 1897 ;_121 e (Land Revenue),

Read—the following letter from A. C. TATE, Isq., Collector of .Cudd )
Secretary to the Commissioners of Land Rev d . a;:ra , to ‘the
No. 107-Tour :— evenue, dated 25th August 1897,

I have the honour to return the enclosures of Board’s Proceedings, Mi

T.and Revenue, dated 8th February 1897, and to report about the disgo’sal 12} g&: éf 7&
body of the Madras Railway Company’s porter Chengalrayadu, who died on ti
Tailway Company’s premises at Urampddu station on 13th January 1897, e

. 9. The first intimation I received of the matter was the followi i

January 1897 from the Assistant Traffic Maunager, Gooty :—¢ l’or(t):rlglge d‘g'z(jnorilll&%l
at Urampidu. Authorities advised to remove corpse. No action taken threc ((i) iy
Arrange.”’ 1 instantly wired as follows to the Tahsildar of I{ﬁzampéta.~g¢3ttay S
A tly to matter of railway porter’s corpse, left unburied at Urampidu.” end

3. The Tahsildar’s action thereon is indicated in his report, Ref v
of 1896, da’ce_d 16th January 1897, written from Lebuka, there’a he x'v‘;g ?uu&io' 213]7.4
he got my wire; before he reached Urampddu the body had been buried by Dr I')l‘hu -
mon Singh, Assistant Surgeon, who had procceded from Cuddapah for the pul:pose .

4. T wrote my letter of 18th January, Dis, No. 54-Magl,
enclosures), to the Assistant Traffic Manaéer at the instance of (&x;e i))fis:x}-liitr%u(rlped'
and Sanitary officer and I note thatthe Traffic Manager’s letter in which he Su:'ff o
that the matter should be brought to the notice of Government is dated 19th Jooetéted
The stationmaster of Cuddapah had written me on 16th January as follows -__‘?‘Illildr .
been directed by the Divisional officer to inform you that the hody of the Dorte e
died of cholera at Urampédu had since been removed” and I infer that theII)'(e)'r br-“ho
the cogespongm}cetb}):a the Madras Railway authorities is traceable to myIl (il‘:lilin()f
i a. i . o
i ;1211;5: m(:tl:e:'. o fact that it was their own servant, the stationmaster, who was to blamz
5 Until I received Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 1138, dated 25 .
1 was expeeting a further reply from the t(i'{z’zilway Companvz whﬁezfgg}\fg“%sg‘»
Manager_iniormgd me in his letter of 4th April 1897, No.S. 150, that fxe WI; mf-ﬁc
ing final instructions from the Agent and Manager, but on rece,:ipt of that j)f(;(;?l:}‘

7 ’ R .

e b tadiy

- - N AL T G S ST - S . .
e .

. the Poard 1 called for & 1

| »g order from
. the Board’s order

s s g PR

Ref. on Lul. .

a 7th April 1897,

; “No. 6 74 of 1896, _dated 17 P reign

- h}; {:gfs'e:?e gt\ll;t cholera had esmb%i}elfg :;rerrzctwo hospi?al

from which the Bourt tW ::-ﬂuk at the period allu od t;;a the Railway Company bas

of terror” 1 Puna‘mpde t (in the taluk ab the & asal of the dead body of the

assistants on cholera dut Y tant. As Tegar s the ¢1SPO Company’s premises, Icoz

also its oWR hospital ‘ass‘li - .who died on the Railway ha\I')e geen to 1ts disposal,

railway porter Cheng? at of the Railway Cowpant to agree With the
gidor that it was an\:\ troublesom® the €15

pight have been. 1
however unple? roqdps s, A matter.  Ile was no doubt terribly‘\

Tahsildar of Pullampet 10 IF

the Tahsildar replied 1

15 v s 1M ,.A-fru,. aﬁd do not see-
A At 3 k’?’ ¢ T . . .

-\ puallampet 'Aarls llf{g?r" /—-wff?f’ji’”ﬁty of disposing of the corpse of their servant
lzpyg necessity to dea Se\\%wfﬁe village magistrate has active enemies who have _
bejghtened hike e:;'b:“ﬁm to grief, and in this present matter I think the railway ‘y" £
state on the,¥’ > 301d be dealt with before the propriety of punishieg him is considered. ¥

b+ I<hust apologise for the delay in sending this report, and can only plead in
excuse heavy work and worry in connection with famine operations. I have five or
six other old references pending and shall try and dispose of them without further -

delay.

e ——

Resolution—2is. No. 3338, dated Tth Septertiber 1897.

The report read above will be submitted to Government with reference to its
orders, Mis. No. 566, dated 2uth January 1897, and No. 553-R., dated 18th March
1897,
9. One Chengalrayadu, a porter in the service of the Madras Railway Company,

died of cholerain the premises of the Urampddu railway station on the 13th January last.
The remaius were not buried until the evening of the 16th idem, in spite of repeated
applications made to the village officers for assistance. During_ the inuterval the body
was lying outside the Company’s premises quite uncared for, being mutilated by birds
and beasts. The stationmaster having reported the matter to the District Medical
officer, the Assistunt Surgeon arrived on the 16th, and had the body buried with the
help of the reddi of the village. The Collector received the first intimation of the
matter on the 15th January, and at once wired instructions direct to the Tahsildar,
but that officer being then in camp, was able to reach Uramp4du only on the morning
of the 17th by which time matters had been set right.

3. The first question for consideration in this caseis, who was responsible for the
inordinate delay in the disposal of the dead body. A question of somewhat greater
importance is raised by the Agent and Manager, Madras Railway, viz., what action
should be taken in future under similar circumstances, and by whom. As regards the
first question, the Board agrees with the opinion of the District Medical and Sanitary
officer which is concurred iu by the Traffic Manager (vide conclusion of Agent’s letier,
dated 10th March 1597, to the address of the Consulting Engineer for Railways).
The burial of the body was a public duty which devolved upon the village officers,
but when it was found that the Government and TRailway servants in the village

* were all thoroughly demoralized by fear and had disappeared from the village, the
stationmaster should have wired to the nearest railway station for scavengers to
dispose of the body. It may, however, be noted that the Assistant Surgeon was
eventually able to obtain the reddi’s assistance for the burial of the corpse.

) 4. As regardsthe conduet of the village magistrate, if it is a fact, as stated by the
stationmaster (vide opening paragraph of the Agent’s letter already quoted), that the
- village reddi intimated to the stationmaster first {by word of mouth on the 13th, and
- then by letter on the 14th January, that he would fake steps to have the body buried,
the Board considers that suitable notice should be taken of the reddi’s failure to make
yood his promise. In any case the village magistrate neglected his duty, and the
Collector 18 not justiﬁed in deferring orders on the said. neglect, pending the issue of
orders by the railway guthorities on the case of the stationmaster.
5. Tt remains to consider what definite instructions should be issued by the

railway authorities to their subordinates for their guide ncein future. It goes with & ‘
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- wuying that the railway subordinates should t ) T
of dead bodies from the station premiscs. They S}Eeuﬁftml’t steps for the remo )
of the death 1o the village magistrate, whose duty it theno’nee communicate the n ‘w'd
;- death and to have the body buried or burnt, if there are n;s sto enquire the causef ‘:,2
i+ connegted with the death. If the village magistrate fails t USpICIous eircumstape,
able time (say twelve hours), the stationmaster or other rail\x? appear within 5 I‘easn‘n?
take steps for the dxsposa_l of the corpse, the fact of suc}:lyd(-’fﬁeer 18 charge should
reported'to tpe wlla_tge magistrate. The nearest police officer IISPOSal being at once
> ﬁatgdlthll; untmedlilltely after the death oceurs and in any salg)ulg ?}SO be commup;-
uried or burn : T © befor i :
desirable. urnt, so thataction may be stayed occdf=h ‘]';nqlleit beiengt”l::ms{)dd }; li S
Lreg

~ - - K CY o NN

2 6. The delay of over five Mo.. | pa Tdetis ‘é‘t\‘ﬁ‘?ag)‘&&i‘“} PN
-eport 18 ascribed by the Collector to pressure of ie.. T 04,‘,&)5?;,/{ % S, Ay

-t eceived after the issue of many remm.de}'s and of two teleg. .~ 'fj% ,}',c,,pf rts
t/' “that he has several other papers of a similar nature pending Wlﬂ’} hus VG Board
¢rusts that he will be able to dispose of them at an early date. The delay in dealing

ol t case renders 1t impossible to recommend the adoption of severe

-ith the presen ! g - 3
mneasures towards either the village magistrate or the stationmaster.

r- (True Extract.)

y (Signed) R. C. C. CARR,
Secretary.

hd i

Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
To the y with Collector’s letter and enclosures.

Collector of Cuddapah.

Orper—No. 1002, Revenue, dated 30th November 1897.

- — The Government concurs in the
Miscellaneous. Board’s remarks in paragraphs 3 and 4 of
' its Proceedings last read above.

9. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Proccedings it is observed that although
Mr. Tate had full materials before him on the 18th April, he did not submit his report
41l the 25th August following. IIe has been frequently to blame for similar delays
and his explanation that ho had heavy work and worry n connection with famine i3

not satisfactory.
3. As regards the instructions to be issued for guidance in future under similar
Ilis Excellency the Governor in Couneil is of opinion that generally,

e e e e oA

e

circumstances, 7 I . ¢ L
when a death occurs at 2 railway station and the body 18 unclaimed, the station-

; master who has the chief supervision of the premises and the village munsif whose
f

f

i

st i e et A

gt o

A’

»”
s
.

duty it is to attend to the sanitation of the village are _both concerned. The first
thing is to remove the corpse from the premises of the ra1lwqy a.nd the stationmaster
must see that this is done and done decently. The next thlpg is to have the corpse
buried. This is not the duty, }egal or otherwise, of the stationmaster, though, as in
. {he present case, circumstancs may make it advisable that he should take action to

e " that end himself. It is, however, incumbent upon him to inform the village magis- .
' * trate that there is a corpse and also where it is, as also any other circumstances touch- : -
inge the death which it may be necessary to notice. The further responsibility as to the
burial then rests with the village magistrate. 'When the death occurs from cholera
dle of a cholera scare, the duties indicated above become more onerous and
tance than in ordinary circumstances but.are in no way altered in

-

j ijn the mid
of more impor
haracter.
end (True Extract.)
(Signed)  G. 8. FORDLS,
Ag. Secretary to Government,

i To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue].
H , the Public Works Department.

Copy to the Public Department:

B Exd. A. F. Ecclestors
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