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Droceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
30th April 1867.

No. 427.  Read the following Endorsement of the Secretary to the Government
of India, No. 3,563 :—
Read the following letter from the Secretary to the Government of Indla, Home
Department, to the Director General of the Post Office of India, dated
TFort William, the 8th April 1867, No. 3,561.

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your predecessor’s letter,
No. 8,722, dafed the 6th ultimo, on the subject of the advisability, or otherwise, of
the levy of a District Post delivery fee.

2. In reply, I am directed to say that the Governor General in Council concurs
in the views expressed by Mr. Riddell, and is pleased to sanction the alteration
proposed in paragraph 8 of his letter in Rule XVII, of the District Post Rules, by
the addition of the words * who may not be paid by the Post Ofice Department” after
the words * every person,” and I am directed to forward, for your information, the
annexed copy of a Notification sanctioning the alteration.

No. 3,560.
Fort William, Home Department, the 8th April 1867,

NOTIFICATION.

|

Iis Excellency the Governor General in Council has been pleased to sanction the addition of

the words *“ who may not be paid by the Post Qffice Department’ after the words ¢* every
person’’ in Rule XVIL of the *‘ General Rules relating to the receipt, despatch, and delivery of
letters by District Dosts,”” published at page 893 of the Calcutta Gazette of the 23rd August
1854. The said rule will, in future, be read as follows :~—
" ¢ Rule XVIL.—Letters will be delivered by such persons and under such rules ag the local
“ Government may, from time to time, detérmine. Every person who may not be paid by the
¢ Post Odice Department, through whom any Distriet Post letter may be delivered, is authorized
““to receive a foe of one pice (a fourth of an Anna) for his own use, in ad ‘tion to any unpaid’
*¢ postage which may be due on it."”

—

Copies of the correspondence and of the Notification forwarded for informas
tion to the Government of Fort Saint George.

(Signed) E. C. BAYLEY,
Secretary to the Government of India,

No. 428.

OrbER THEREON, 30th April 1867, No. 968.

Miscellaneous.

~

Ordered that the Notification, received

with the foregoing letter, be published
* inthe * Fort Saint George Gazette,”” and
communicated to the Board of Revenue.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
Secretary fo Government.

To the Superintendent of the Gazette Press.
+» the Board of Revenue.

Exd. S. T. Augustin,
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From H. B. Rioprry, Esquire, Director General of the Post Officc of India, ta E. C. Bayrey,
Esquire, Secretary to the Government of India,—No. 3722, dated the 6th March 1%67.
Wite reference to the correspondence detailed in margin, I have the

From Home Scey., to Director General, No 1633, dated 17th June 1865, honor to submit an

" " No. 2601, dated 15th March 1666, - ghst ini

To . ' No. 3590, duted 31st » £ § trIaCt Of th‘e OplnlODS
From . " No. 2076, dated 2!st January 1866, %} he several Local
From .- No. 107, dated 5th » 1867, over

B . Ne 2857 dntonoeh . ernments on the

permission to levy a District Post delivery fee should be withdrawn or not.
2. The question was raised by the Government of the North-Western
A Provinces. The exist-
# Letters will be delivered by such persons, and under such Rules, as the Loeal s Rule ; ) €x '~.t
Government may, from time to tiine, determine, KEvery person, throngh whom lno waie 18 extlnCted n

any District Post letter may be delivered, is authorized to receive a fee of one ma,rgin; it was intended
i ourth of ¢ for his own use, in addition to any unpaid pos A . o
pice (a fourth of an anna) for hi use, in i y unpai p(fgtuge to givo to Vlllag;c sor-

which niy be due vu in"™ -
vants, and others not

in the employment of the Post Office, who might be entrusted-with the

delivery of a letter, an inducement to find tle addressee, and deliver the
letter. But in the North-Western Provinces a fee was levied on letters
delivered by Delivery Peons paid by Government, as well as on those delivered
through the agency of the village servants. Since the District Post in the
North-Western Provinces has been transferred to the Post Office, the levy of
fees by paid Delivery Peons has been forbidden.

8. The only question -remaining for decision is—Whether it is expedient
to withdraw the authority given by Section 17 of the District Post Rules under
which a fee of one-fourth of an anna may be claimed for his own use, by any
person through whom a District Post letter may be delivercd.

4. The great preponderance of opinion is in favor of the maintenance
of the Rule in what was its original intention. The Government of Madras,
however, are of opinion, as shown in the following extract, that the fee should
not be levied. Several Distriet Officers in Madras, who were consulted, are of a
different opinion. IlIis ITonor the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, Ilis Honor
the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, the Chief Commissioners of the
Central Provinces and of Oude, concur in thinking that it would be inex-
pedient to abolish the District Post delivery fee:— = # . .

"« T am to state, in reply, that the Governor in Council is of opinion that
the fec should be abolished. = L

s The fee is so small that, unless the letters are allowed to aceumulate, it
is not worth the while of a person to undertake the duty of delivery at any
distance from the postal town ; such- accumulation, of course, involves more or
less delay ; but if not allowed, the temptation to destroy the lctters, rather
than undertake the trouble of delivery, is obvious.

« But, while thus insufficient to secure rapidity and certainty of delivery,
the fee is greatly disproportionate to the postage charged. A single letter is
conveyed from Peshawur to Cape Comorin for six pice ; and to charge half as

much more for delivery in a village, a few miles beyond postal limits, must

naturally be regarded as inequitable.

«The Governor in Council considers that the Postal Department should
itself undertake the duty of delivery, free of any special charge; and believes
that the impulse which would thus be given to rural correspondence would

. reduce the additional expense within very moderate limits.” :

-fee of one pice appears to have been habitually levied in many of the dis-

5. The following extract of a letter No. 847, dated the 18th I'ebruary
1867, from the Under Sceretary to the Government of Bengal, very clearly

explains the ohject for which the levy of the fec is anthorized, and I have - .

nothing to add to the reasons therein given :—

¢ The Licutenant-Governor desires me further to state that in Bengal the

tricts where the letters are delivered by the Chowkeedar ; and that in other
districts, where no authorized fce was levied, the Chowkeedar still delivered

question whether the
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3 ﬂ.le ictters, though it is proballe that hie obtained puyment of some descrip-
3 t1)on for the trouble. The great preponderance of opinion in the Lower
_Provinces is in favor of the rctention'and proper authorization of the fee

(3)

T Y ey S /
& .
v

T
o ey gsony on the abolition 0
Abstract of iﬁe opinions of the several Local Governments and Administration
stract o,

! - delicery fee. .
. ost debieery
" of one pice wherever letters . - b olherwise, of the District p
R  piee wherever letters are delivered by the Village Chowkeedar, and . jc
©in : this opinion His Ionor fully concurs, leaving it optional for large ; —— opiisnot 21 o
: villages, or circles of villages, to make their own arrangements for their ! o o |opumet s g gt | Aiiion| Eo LT ]
- et . s . » ini veras ini o . mba; . .
D s 2ist Auguest 1563, letters being delivered (as suggested in the Resolution* Opision of tho Rengsl G0 Opinion of the 0
T ecting t ﬂabgvc quoted), should they prefer to do so. Any person ! . I — _—_-—f”m/\cmef‘——cm‘
objectin C pay ine fe ' ten for hic 1o : i a : : . . Chief| The f the .
) MDY ‘MP‘ ¥ the fee o‘t one pice ft)r Lis letter can still have the letter by i - , o otl moteoistevied| The TLicuter e emar | missoner o of con
B o L Trmsclf, at the Police Station : ! The groat preponderance of | The Governor in Gounel 35 | in Bombay of | naut BRI | of ude eg7ass e
°; The Licutenant-Governor desires ' ime : : Lower brovincen b 1 favor of |opuion thet the SO0 Cigeq. | acouunt of D | 8 06 opiuion | with the, Do | tho extra foe b2 1)
> ‘t y 1 i 1 H ot desires me at the same tlnlO tO add tha‘t th(‘ : the rgtontmnh-ng pm;;ar .uﬂ::‘: }f:riur;port of this opinon, the trict Post de that it would be l‘ﬂl{':“ opinion, longefflleet?ers which
s;mm’l y Wl uc1 11-t,i1e authorized levy of a small foe on each letter eives for riation of the feo of eno pice follning seguments Lave boea | very. i‘;fﬁ}’j."{{i‘éﬁﬁi el o i e i*’"“’{’,‘??ve‘r’y
the careful delivery of a letter ig” . : c o : v T e iecturn,and | W L less ol the Dis- {81 TUCE ot | are '
) :r s far nore L€ ‘ - : in thi ion His Honor the | «Thefeoissosmy ' . trict Pos sent that the ,and dood B2
dence than the ‘pressure s foe is o' n likely to encourage correspon 3 Licutenam-Governor cancura. | the lettocs ace sllenst 10 (g roryfee o he | PO e | Peoms M ntive
1o p ¢ ol the fee isto'act as a bar to it; that the levy A and adds that the secnnity which | onmulate, 3t 8 58 L) goriake reason EITT or | abolished. abolition of 1he g
under authority duly notified and publ \ 3 Y . g the authorisad levy of a small foe | while of @ poraon 12 AACETC, tho _ Director | sboll o where !
. o R ¢ pu ) lShEd of a Yery Sm'ln. fee 18 llk(‘l\', SO N on each lotter gives for the care- thet dulyﬁ:m e Poatal town 3 ?cne‘vn’ irey o livery is © evd_
far as it has any effeet, to discourawe the Labi P . : : Bal delivery of & lottar is far | distance from the BoSF Ol tor N ok i e ewals (VI
1'11‘”‘(31' ft‘(‘ \\'hibh belta’. 1 ' no ud 1t Of deln&ndlng an lnd(“ﬁﬂltely 4 ;\;);Sel‘;:lym;:ment?om;H:sslixT:';; iv‘:v;lven more or lmlw dtolnvyt Morch 1866, 1 ‘;Oih‘évr:w
ary ) a o n . 1S ] , . . . y . ue T | 1t d, the temp- b 8. 1 o
Tooked ‘upon by the rural population e 3 i that, so far from being a L Beeesaraie ) 0 dol e el et ‘
rod i population as an obmnoxious,impost, it will be ] auly noiied and publied, of & | sather, R ) i obvions.”
looked upon as a fair remunerat SN _ . vory small foo 18 likely, oublgof delivery, I 0T,
trouble and 'ration, and as quite worth giving to avoid the ! I By e o’ scourage | Tho Gorarir S pepare
rouble aud annoyance of calling at the Police Station for letters.” i B O ek certmnly | ment should itaclf underuke ,
6 \ It Should be and “rﬂl b(:‘a the 1 ~ f Yn or letters. t ie ?revnihin Bengul;:ndmlmt,buoli;;;r u;:g:ltyc;:ri;hx:l;nfd{:v“ that
. e ’ s endeavor of the Pos (T} np epart- i rom being looked upon by the | apociel charge, SE0 BOC04" (g )
ment to PI'OVldC for the COlleCtiOll flnd diStl’ibutiOn of 1};tt ,t O'tﬁce U.'P'lll dis o :‘;v";\é};os)sll:ltlllng:u‘osot;;(\‘h:;::)u:: %)l:)eg:;E;E:zu{"éluor;:ﬁaﬁ?i?z‘;e ) [
i i T - ! it O3 o B ) =
tricts; but this must be a work of time, and ther 1 e veasor i & fuis remuncration, A rauble T eithin very moderate
agency which alrcady exists should notl’bt tili 5 cand)e no good reason ]W 2}' : snd annoyance of enlling at the inita, -
A v k e utiize an an attempt made to vlice Btations for lettora, —
distribute letters 1 ville . ? 1d P . -
dieal visits £ tra thrpugh flllage servants, who are compelied to make perio- ] : : [ B. RIDDELL, s
ica 7V ”lrf] of ialwn§ in which there is a Post Office. : ' Dir. Genl. of the Post Offee of 1
. e 1otlowing extract will st ] . ] ) . . , .
" 3 show the Gov stroc n
whiich the Post Office Dopaptment now aot r. vernment the instructions 0 |
“ Each It : - o . . . , '
o 1\%;1111{;&1 Me;sgangex should hu}rg a definite beat, comprising a certain | ‘ , ‘
hen it can 1 ages, which shiould Ve visited at stated intervals; ordinarily, ° ' ’
wh an be arranged, the Rural Messenaer should visit market towns in
market days; he should b . SSSCIg d visit market towns 1
. the sienature of 4501)2101 k ¢ supplied with a horn, and be required to obtain \ -
e v v D @ . rno“,n )ETSon in tbe Vi q o e . ’-n" . .
visited it. l Uage to certify to his having ‘ _ (
: ¢ 1t is clear " .
ent tlot in;&igl ;batlﬂif’ present Establishment of Messonzers is not suili- .
e B ek :md (;ln ¢ry in every market town and large village, even N e ‘
: ’ X 5 @ ey 1st offen be eay : > : .
Yaces, whish it W(L H(; mast (’“}j} Lg‘ eases of letfers addvossed to remote : . ' o \ .
Pol;{d.’ . b n ‘1 be very difleuit for the Messenzer to take in his ‘ , 4
round, such - cases the ageney of the vi 1 5 '
: s a5e e village servants shic he made use
of in the manner contem > it should he n

: \ plated by the District Post Rules; and, in such , : . . ;

. coses, ‘the Chowkeedars or Bullaliar, by whom a letter is delivered is entitled ‘ B - :
to d?‘l{lﬁlﬁ\.d a feoc of one pice for his own use. ) ’ : I ) ;

" tion for ltfhimgio)}iglﬁﬁt) Otf the v1ll§ge; sfzrvants need not lead to any applica- o . : ‘ o i

¢ the Post O 1I yment in the delivery of letters of the Police Force, but . :

' .}'ethe Lumb c‘ei ‘“SPFCtOl‘ or Sub-Inspector of the district, with the consent

of erdar of any remote village to or from which letiers are sent, |

should arrange that they should he taken to the village by the Chowkeedar ot - : ' o !

Bullabar or Govait, when he retarns from his periodical visits to the Thanoa. - : L | -

1 at@ach some importance to the introduction or maintenance of a system

under which the services of village servants may be made available for the ~

distribution and eollection of letters ; it will, T'am satisﬁc:l be impossible ) : < . -

for yea s to come to employ Rural Messengers in sufficient numbers to en- - -

sure a punctual delivery and collection of lette :
. : y etters, even twice :
. % large viil e S5 twice a

_ 8 Ifthe pr%ncl‘ple of the above instructions is approved, no alteration
. will be reqnired in Section 17 of the District Post Rules, unlovs it i thongh

waoek, in cvery

s
-

. ihe
i : expedicnt to add ib
&  Lptters will he delivered by such persons and nnder such Rules, as the Local ) I S oy Dot
G verninent may, from time to time, determine, Every person who may notle words Who maj}

poid by the Post Office Deparlment through whom any District Post lefter ay be Pilid by the Post ' : - ) ' . .
be delivered, is anthorized to receive a fue of one pies (a fuurth of an anna) for bis

- own uss, in addition to any unpaid postage which may be due on it O &IC‘G De{,m‘t‘men : i 1’ , ‘ | ‘ | ‘
" after the words *CV,CIY : . | |
. person; if these words are added, the Rule will be as shown in margin. : ’
. B N e e hats N
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HOME  (1s67)

DEPT.

Post Office.

. From the Djr, Genl, of the Post Ollice.

No. 3729,
1 Enclosure

Dated 6th

Reed. 7th March.

With reference to the correspondence noted,
submits, with his own views, an abstract of tlu
oplmons of the several Loca.l Governments on tle
q)uestlon whether the permission to levy a District

‘ Post delivery tee should be withdrawn or not.
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