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Proceedings of the Aladras Government, Revenue Department,
13tk Aprzl 1867 A

No. 226 Read the following DCSPatCh from the Right Honourable the Secretary-
- of State for India, (Revenue), to His Excellency the Right Honourable the-
Governor in Council, F ort Saint Geor ge dated In(ha Office, London
7th March 1867, No. 7:— - »
- I transmit to your Excellency in Oounell ﬁfteen copies of a Memorandum
by Mr. McChntocL Amoucan Vlce-Consul at Bradford respectmrr the manufacture--
of China Grass; and the price which can he obtained for it in this country, which I
have received from Her Majesty s Secrctary of State for Foreign Affairs. ‘

9. Lord Stanley, in transmlttmg this ‘paper, mfor_ms me-that he has ascer-.
tained, through the Bradford Chamber of Commerce, that the- importance attached

*

'by the: Wr1ter of the report to this article is not cxaggerated, and that nothmrr but,

its hwh price stands in the way of its being largely consumed.

3. Under those circumstances I agree with the Secretary of State for Foremn' ‘
Aﬂlnrs, that it will be useful to forward copies of the report to any of the officers of,'_’
your Presidency who reside in placcs which may bo favourable to. tho cultwatmn: -

and export of thls grass.

. AN
)

: Bepo,-t bJ Mr, UcC lmtocL lme; ican Viée-Consul at Br arlfo;d reszgectmg the mamtfactur&

j of 6 C]mza (;rass . ) L

- CoxstIA1n OF THE UI\ITED StATES, eroan N
December 15, 1865. T

.

The Chinese have for centurics made, by hand labour, 'various descnpt;ous of * grass

| oloth," well known, in America and Europe, and often of great strength and beauty, fro.n the-

flre of the Boehmeria. corJat‘t or Urtica mvea, known in commerce as Chinese grass. -

. Lax'ge quan*xtxes of the gmss have at various times been brought over to - En gland, and’

- probably also to the United States; in the hope of finding a market. among the dry goods manu-. -
facturers who are always on. the look-out for new materials ; but-it has hitherto been, and itis -
even now, found impossible to produce a true grass cloth” by machinery. The fibre is rather-
Drittle, though very strong, and it is found that the China grass cloth of commcree is only to be
woven by hand labour, in whlch of course, the Chinese themselves are b") ond the ‘reach of ‘compe--
{ition. . Large quantities of the grass have, therefore, "been in_store in London and elsewhere. )
for years. Somo ‘enterprising manufacturer woull occasxonally purchase a few tons with which to-
make experiments,. bub the only result for along time .was, that he who experimented the most. -

lost the most. Thousands and even tens of thousands of pounds were sunk by one and anothcr

" who cach fancied for a time that he had discovered the true method of “’O!’Lln'r up this intractablo.

_substance. Whether it was tried.in the Unitcd- Stages or not, I do not know ;. Lut the ‘concurrent
testimony of my Amencan friends in'the trads i is, that o one is now successfully working it at.
home. ithin two or three years past, however, soveral firms in this neighbourkood- have.
succeeded, by chemical means, in bringing the fibre mto a, state most_closcly resembling the ‘best.
mobajr or other bright worsted, and have worked up great quantities of the refined material as a.
s.stt.xtuuo for worsted in many kinds of stuff goods, always, however, in combmatlon with cotton
(the warp being of cotton. a.ud the weft. of the Chma. gmss), a8 they lm.ve not yet been able to{

-

work it properly alone,”
. The manufacture of worsted goods—-—that is, of voods made of lonw-staple Woe] as dlStm-.‘

guished from short- staple or ordinary wool—has become an immense trade;. of which Bradford has .
at present almast a "monopoly, although the’ manuficture has lately been extending in many parts.” |
" of New England Four-fifths of theso goo:ls are of mixed matexlal—-that is, are made with cotton
WATD3 And for many articles of the kind, cvpcczally for those reqmrmcr a stiff; strong,, and cool.'

s
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_avery bigh price. In America wo have, on the other hand, vast tescts of coun

Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Revenue Department, !
13th April 1867. o
makes

e . i o
textare, combined with a glossy, silky appearance, it is found that the prepare] China gra

the very best material,

Of course, tha grass manufictare is yet in very few haads,
even withia thalast fuw montks, bas been siznally rapid. The market valae of the rad e i
has for some years past maiutained itsclf at tho very high rate of about $01. yr to3, ‘h’f I’n s
is supposed caanot bo much lessened for many years. to come. Two things are c"mf; :hc o
respect : ona, that there is now, and will bs here, a practically limitlees market for m foaticas
«¢ grasa” thatean be imported at from 70! to 8L perton; the other, that under any fuc 1a
of the market the materialis intrinsically so valmallo that it will slways in the fa.x u:t‘ f:mit-wa
price as high as that of cotton, anl nearly or quite as kigh as that of worstel itslf, aip2d
higher.
Here, then, i3 a great and rapilly increasing market fora certaln vegetal

\
but its development a.rew}y,.
e raw material.

1o production 3%
try which, biad
e districts of Clina of wlich the

in the sama latita le and with very much the same climate as tho A
in the sam2 latita le ry ¢ Wiy mob, thed,

grass i3 native, should be able to gruw this jrolactisa to- great alraataze.
istroduce its culture?
It scems certain that the manufacture of the graes flre will Le cstab
s no distant day ; bat in the meantimo there is a market in Englanlfer all ¢
ni:ntly grow. It is, fur our planters, simply a questisn of experiment with t
view the market price of the raw prolust. Suzsessful experiments hare Wea rzale L teard
in Javaanlin Ialis, proving that the grass will zrow in any climate war encugh for tae €3
of cotton anl suzar, provided the grounl chuzen be enficiently moist. fe. a0
[ veataro t> sazgask that further informaticn, as well as quantities of the seal, ¢ c.'ul at
drubtleas by furnished by oar Consalir O%zers ia China, especially, perhaps, by the Cont he
Hankow, thas plara brinx tha chief markst fur ths prass, which is trouzht o :}-‘-" from
interior, and oftea from.a great distanse,

13-yl iz cur equnity
4 conres

Lo gerd, bavizs 10

very 43 Ccnﬂ’ )

Lat neco

No. 227, Ogpen tirenroy, 15th April 1867, No. 855, - ber
I 1. Ordercd that the Memorandum in ‘l“oid:'on tor
izcelloneotus. . v el ali
oct comn:unicated 4y tho Board of Revenue for eiret

o 4 ¥ Elant
all Collectors, and that copics ba distributed a3 follow

Sydapet Farm Committco 3
Agri-Horticultural Soclety ... ... J
lemount Agent, Qossoor 3

3

Saperintendent Govermunent Gardene, Ooly ...
Do. do. do.  Tungalore -

2. Ordered also to be placed on thy Editors® Table.
(Truo Extract)
“(Signca) W. HUDLESTON,
Seerclary to

-

Corernmnk

To the Board of Revenue.

s tho Farma Comuittes,

,o the Azri-Horticnltural Socicty.
. Wha Iewmouat Agent, Oussoor.
. the Superiatendent Government Ganders, Outy,.

o the do da Bazzalere.
., Whe Lditors' Talle. -

Erl, 8. T. Aogustia.
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