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Revenue Department,

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
_____ § e m

READ Proceedings of the Public

Works Department, No 698 I., dated 17th August 1898,

ORDER thereon, No. 2962 iis.;, d/ 3rd Octr. 1898.

Communicated to ‘the Board of Revenus, Revenue Sett.,

Land Records and :Agriculture.

3. The Government considers that therrésponsibility of
distributing the Periyar water should vest .in the officers of
the Public Morks Department, but they 4 should at the same

time be required to coansult the gbcal Revenue Officeré’fneeiy

and to give effect 1o thedr suggestions unless there are gravek

reasons to the contrary.

(Irue Extract) V[

A< Secretary to .Govt.

To the Board of Kevenue, Kev. Sett. é&c.

Copy to the P. #. Department.
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Periyar Project

Passing orders on cert

ain questions connected with the distribution of the water
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRA®.

pUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT:

Irrigation.
Reap—the following papérs —
G.0. No. 829 1., dated 6th April 1§)6.

From W. HUGHES, Esa. Superintending Engineer, VI Ci : _
Engineer for Irxzigatiozl, dated Trichinopoly, 7th Jul v l%gglef\* (t)O 7%12)e1\g}],)1ef
‘ , No. D,

With reference to your No. VI/24 P.R, dated 25th ultimo, asking
on sections (2); (4) and (9) of paragrap 18 of the Revenue Board "Coﬁe to report
dations communicated with G.0. No. 329 L. of 6th April 1896 Ii“SSLOner’s
honour to submit the following information. » I have the
9. There wereé about 20 miles of distributaries marked out a ‘ ’
and the laying out and estimating ureé being continued as rapidlyt : Sn dpﬁ:é%%?t month
estimate has just peen submitted 0 yOU and others will follow soon. The eé- One
will provide for a1l distributaries required for blocks of 50 acres and u W:Sdlmates
the points t i i j pwards, and

:t is considered eac
be indicated. Excavation has not yet been begun as no land has been mad
The Deputy Collector informed. me & fortnight ago that some land schedules ha?l (;)ver.

een

submitted to the Board of Revenue for approval.
the Madura taluk with proposals for abandoning or retaining
js )

3. A list of tanks in
repared and will be submitted as soon'as the tracing of the ;
' o ° map 18

recommern

Commissioner’s anticipation that |

] aer's the ry :

cepare their 1ands for conversion into web until the diStI'eibll‘l)t(a)fI:'?.esWOUId ot
were cut

uite correct. There has been a Very general disbelief 1 L
by our inability to give the promised sueplsf}’ li!;l %};Zrle)?]lzgtj’
3

anfortunately r:ztrengtheneq ur in -
hat this feeling 19 rapidly giving way. I do not however antici
ici-

ble extension of irrigation this season unless i
3 . : ]t be und . -
anks, but the inamdars seem uﬂWiﬂii?at?kt&k We
ne application so far and that was accompa I?iezl t%)le
y

ble to accept, that the supply should be guaranteed

water. eard of ¢ :
tho condition; which it is 1mposst
for a number of years. :
d at the same low level, 2 feet above hi{-’:hesf part of wat
: ere

5, The lake remaine
. grom 20th February to a

ag far as necessar
I fear the crop will be very late as there was no water to raise seedli
edlings and

at it matters little while the demand is so limited

begun-

this will make the sec nd crop late, b

that the supply from tue reservoir can be continued until N .

advisable and should be possible for a good many year:; ‘ll\ﬁggll-whln f‘llltm'e it will be

east monsoon fails, to reserve & certain quantity of water in the lel? then the north-

<mall supply from the middle of May. ake to guarantee a
d to report that we have had to stop the Sﬂppl}y to B ‘ h

ranc

6. I regret being oblige
No. 9 below the Chittampatty offtake. F :
n rom about 23 to 4] miles the channel is

nearly all iB high embankment, the bed being 2to 7
’ laces formed of soi ! g 2 to 7 feet above ground. The bank

is o P
&

h should be maintained by Government will

bout the middle of last mon
—— th. '
y to command their highest lands and Lcﬁltli};;'?iﬁﬁs are
haS .

1 which, though porhaps the best obtainable, is not good
. good ‘

ot e e
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2 No. 638 I, 171 Accusr 1596,

PSSO

enough for such work and has shiown 8o much weakness that I think the
Lave to be dropped to a lower level before it can be used Wlow the 4th mile. Pro-
posals in regard to this will be submitted to you shortly. Arrangements will be made
to strengthen the banks in the 3rd mile and to make a temporary channel to take
water to the Kunatur offtake, The Vundyur tank which is the other principal tank
under the 9th branch will be supplied by the 4th branch. The 10th branch channel
is carrying a fair supply.

7. With regard to section (9) of the Commissioner's recommendations, there are
evident and insuperable objections to his proposals. There is first the general objec-
tion on the score of divided control and responsibility, and there is the stil] stronger
objection that no one can regulate the di§tribution over an iyﬁgati<\u system of such
complexity, who is not fully acquainted with the channelg, their condi

> tion and capacity
and who has not also the control of the head works. It will be the business of the
Irrigation Superintendents to keep the Sub-division officer acquainted with the demand

for water in different localities and to meet that “‘lemand as faras the powers conferred

on them and the supply of water available permit. 1f it isa question of supplying
new land the demand 1s never so urgent that the day or two lost in communicating
with the Sub-division officer can be of importance, and if any Revenue officer thinks
any particular tract is not receiving all the water that it should the Sub-division

officer would, as a matter of course, at once pay attention to any representation made
to him.

8. I cannot enter into the question of the capabilities of the reservoir in the
event of a failure of the north-east monsoon. If the discharge measurements of the
Periyér for the last eight years can be found in your office and can be guaranteed
fairly reliable an estimate may be made of the water-supply to be expected during any

period of the year. Otherwise no forecast is possible and we must await experience.
There is no relation whatever between the rainfall

 relat at Periydr or Thekaday and the
supply reccived in the lake, so that measurements of the water are absolutely the only
guide,

—

No. 149 1,

Note by the Chief Enrgincer for Irrigation.

The Chief Engineer for Irrigation concurs in the opinion of the Super; -
rpegmeer, VI Circle, in sonsidering that the responsibility of distributirs "tho wates
y : . S
f)e;aftmeft‘} r project o the best advantage should rest with tho Publio Wik

2. As regards the capabilities of the Periydr reservoir in the event of a failure
of the north-east Toonsoon rains, no discharge measurements of previous vears can
be traced and the experience of a years.

Ay . . ear or two must be awaj , kY
opinion on this point can be pronou)r:ced. ¢ awaited before any reliable

(Siguned) R. R E DRAKE-BROCKMAN

23rd July 1896. Chief Enginee

y Col,, R.E,,

r for Irrigation.

OkpErR—No. 698 1., dated 17th August 1896. .

The question as to what tanks under the Perivir ‘pro;
referred to in recommendation No. 1 of paragraphe?gdr Project are to be abandoned

of Proceedings of the Board of
Revenue (Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Acri e e ot
February 1896, communicated with G.0. No. 829 1505 ot oy 29, of 2ond
considered on receipt of the list referred to in P‘dragrz; h 3 April 1896, will be
Engineer’s letter, P

of the Superintending
2. The Commissioner’s recommendation No

. o - 2 that Government shoul -d .
the construction of all distributaries ; A - ent should under
;:i;proved. et . ributaries intendeq to urigate fifty acres and “Pwards'

*

channel will
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