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_ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
. . 3rd April 1867. ‘ )

" No. :53,f . rRéad the following Proceedings of the Madras Governmept' in the
' Public Works Department :— BN

‘Passing orders on Doard’s Proceedings submit-

‘ne letter from the Collector of Madura re- . ) - .
. tsglegctirelg.:{e customary labour exacted from the (Here enter 29th March 1867, No. 986.)

villagers in that district. . ‘ ’ ”

No. 54. Orprm TEREON, 3id April 1867, No. 777.
_ Miscellaneous, Ordered to be recorded. S
. (True Extract.) o
(Signed) J. GROSE, |
' Under Secretary to Governments
‘ Exd, 8. T. Augustin, 3 | ’
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public. Works Department,
' 20tk March 1867. - S

-
. e mawwn? Tare

“No. 725.  Read the following Proc':eedin'g;s' of the Board of Revenue, dated 14th o

‘March 1867, No. 1,589. -

Read the following letter from the Collector of Madura, to the Secrétary tothe

- Board of Revenue, dated 10th December 1866, No. 408 :—

1. In obedience to the order of the Board, conveyed in the latter part of
paragraph 2 of their Proceedings, dated the 28th September 1865, No. 6,097, I have
the honor to report that the customary labour exacted from the villagers -in this
district is of the description Taid down in the Circular of the Board, dated the 6th

P

April 1861, No. 1,778 ; but however the Department of Public Works applied to me c

on several former occasions to collect from the ryots the cost of repairs made to” .

- irrigational works, amounting to 25 Rupees and under, under the authority’of the

Chief Engineer’s Circular, dated the 25th December 1860, No. CXXXI., whichis
based on the Government Order in the Public- Works Department, dated the 20t} ‘

July 1859, No. 1,747. The above repairs for which the ryots were made to pay,

were closing breaches, repairing tanks, and all minor works of conservancy and

repair, . o o L -
2. In certain instances, the Department of Public Works actually refused to
frame estimates for certain works, (other than those mentioned in the above Board’s
Circular,) the cost of which seemed to be less than 25 Rupees each. This rule,

_ therefore, pressed very hard on the ryots in the Melur and Dindigul talooks, where -
thoro aro nuistuus small Qoo Liutons tanks, ihe revenue orwuieli'1s in' many ¢ases

less than 100 Rupees. To charge the cost of all repairs up. to Rupces 25 to the
ryots thercof would in each case bo tantamount to i:aising the assessment. It was
+ to this indiscriminate exaction of labor, or its cost without reference to the nature
of the work, that I objected to in paragraph 8 of my Report to the Board, dated
the 8th July 1865, No. 165. , o ‘ ' .
3." But of late, on my remonstrance, the Department of Public WOI‘I‘{S do not

~call upon me to levy the cost of such works; howevez_‘ it will be advisable to move

the Government to 'modify the above Chisf Engineer’s Circular, whicl ig taken to .
- mean that repairs to all minor works of irrigation should b executed at the expense

of the ryots. ‘ . .
' 4. Mr. Ryves first insisted on tlie enforcemon@ of the above ruie, but after-
wards relaxed his demand; but his successor Lieutenant-Colonel Moberly revived
‘the practice, and therefore, as long as the order- remains undisturbed, the enforce-
ment of the rule will be sought for by every Engineer co@ing across the order,

¢ S———

1. Submitted for the orders of ,Government;.in‘thve Depértmexit of Public- |

- 'Works. ) - : ‘
-2. The Board are of opinion that the Circular, to which the Collector refers,

~ should be cancelled, if still in force. They are under the impression that the
« proposal to prescribe a precise money limit in regard to Aud; Mairamut, (custdmary ’
 village labor,) was deliberately disallowed by Government, - :
3. Mr. Levinge should have reported what steps he had.taken=tg induce the
villagers to consent to the payment of an irrigation cess, ~ . < PSEey
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N | Proceedings Qf the Madras Goreriment, Public 1V orls Department,
) ) ‘ . 29¢h Mare}, 1367, L Y

‘f:‘ A o '.Tra..nsferred to the Public Works Debartmcnt. o
) ' (Signed) . J. GROSE, . <

. s S : _ , Under Seeret Gor . .
5 (801 Maeh 1867, | o ‘ b oceerelary to Government B

‘> No. 726 . . OrpEr THERRON, 20th March 1867, No. 986.

)
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" CIVIL WORKS, No. 77. j * The rules of the department conte m- |
‘ : 4 Plate that tlre performance of only those

. o 1 . Lol ven. minor works of conservancy and repair
©; which are sanctioned Ly local usace s ey . Jt
i wihie v local usage should Le required of the village authorities,

and the Collectpr is the officer who is supposed to defino the works which are to be
* thus cxecuted.  Some of the most usual of these aro deseribed iy paragraph 25 0;'
Chapter XL of the Public Works Code, and aro also given at page 35 ufcthc Board’s
Standing Ordors, ’and. it was evidently not intended that g rup:irs to minor works
. of irrigation, without reference to their nature, should bo carried out by village
*labour, The Government agree with the Brard that it is undesirable to prcscrib(;3 a -
'~ precisc money limit, and the Chief Engineer’s Circular of the 26th December 1860
" will accordingly be considered cancelled. - ‘ ' !
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