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Proceedings of the Madras Gonernment, Revenue Depariment,
8¢th March 1867,

2.

No. 153.  Read the following Procecdings of the Board of Revenue, dated 26th
Fcbruary 1867, No. 1,183. ,

Read the following lotter from the Collector of Coimbatore, to the Secretary to
tho Board of Revenue, dated 2nd February 1867, No. 39:—

1. I have the honor to inform you that Mr. Overbury roturned from Collegal

in tho middle of November, and about the end of that month proceeded to the Neil-

gherr?cs on privilege leave. He was to have appeared here on the 21st ultimo for
exaniination, but did not do so, 8s heis anwell with fever contracted in Collegal,

and has been recommended by Doctor Furnell, Medical Officer at Ootacamund, to
the Deputy Inapector General of Hoapitals at Trichinopoly, for sick certificate from

20th idem. Ilis sorvices on special duty in this district may now be dispensed

with.
2. 1 beg to forward a report recoived from him regarding his operations io
Collegal for the relief of the destitute poor, and the prospective condition of the

talook.

3. It is satisfactory to observe' that no dcaths from actual starvation tonk
place. The poor of all classes suffored much ; but in adlition to the works under-
taken by Governmont, viz., the repair of roads, the well-to-do residents in the
talook came forward and contributed liberally for their support. There seems to

have been an abundance
eastern parts of Mysore where the raggy crops bad been short.
4. Thewant of roads :n the talook will be in part met by the Great Trunk

Road vid the Burgoor ghaut, which is now in active progress. This roud will go

right through the talook and prove of great beunefit to it.
5. On the subjoct of small-pox, the Deputy Superintendent of Vaccination has

been addressed, and I hopo thut ere many months have elapsed, be will commence

operations in the taluok, with a strong body of Vaccinators.
6. The present condition of the talook is satisfuctory. The rains have been

abundant, and the crop is a good one.
7. Mr. Overbury undertook his du

them out tomy satisfaction.
contracted fevcr, which bas obliged him to apply for sick leave.

am——

From tho Assistant Collector of Coimbatore, to the Acting Collector of Coimbatore, dated 20th

November 1560.

In complisnce with the instructions conveyed to me by the Collector, dosiring me to proceed

to Collcgal for the purpose of instituting special measures for the relief of the famine, 1 bave the
honor to iuformn you that I lefd Mettoopolliem oD the 12th August, and travelliog through portions
of the Coimbature and Suttimungalum Talooks an:l part of Mysore,’1 resched Collegal oo the 24th

August.
My visi
1. Inowbeg to lay before you my I

special measurcs taken tor the reliof of the starving poor.
2. Leaving Mettoopollicm, the lino of road

he state of the Nombero
.nd':( \be Uellegal Taiook  8kirts at the foot of the

follows the course of the Bhowany as far ss

through thinly populated and low jungle country.

¢ extended over the months of September and October.
oport oo the state of the Collegal Talook. mentioning the

Parezr PR 9. &c., aligte to ¢
h-;»zﬂ-t % which 1 uravesed,
Surivg b {omming

guttimun galum. Tt passes

of grain in the country, and an active export of it to the -

ties in Collegal with zeal; and carricd
My only regret is that, in their execution, be bhas

Neilgherry Hills, snd

At this season ’
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there i altivati i
were no signs of cultivation, exocptin the larzer villazes of Seroomoogay, Danaikencottah,
. o

and Cettamungalumn. Hareth ¢
menced. © wot crops were partially sowa, but no dry cultivation had com-

3. At Sui i ;
200 e "n';::;‘:::?;lp::;;h: f:;lure of thf rains had caused considerable distress, aud some
et e ouproried ﬁy ¢ wealthy .mhnbiunu. Ilere also no dry cultintio:a bad been
e el of s i : on g very limited. Along the route, the tanks were em th
o any bad dried up, and the couutry presented o parched and :?s;ln:
4. .At‘these villages, tho price of r;in w s ordi i
communication which existed bezveenxtho S:tid;::l;a:ﬁ;o:t‘:.goig;?t:: n';':l:ig "° . 8°°‘:
, laport o

grain prevented its price rising to .
Collegal Talook. - 8 o the unprecedented height to which I found it had risen in the

5. Between Suttimungalum and assan bLaute
the . :
and the country for the most part is s thick ctnn':; 'j :::lu.u. 0 cultivation bad been attempted,

6. The hills on which at thi
° L8 s0ason of the year ¢ i

and d.ry. . Not even on the summits of the bill.i —_—
plentiful in those jungles, had deserted . here s
hills in Mgysore.

7. +The bigh road from Coimba

. tore to Collepal b
miles of th; Mys'on country, to the west of the Baﬁ?;r:n“ubr?;ll:“
ro-entcrs the Coimbatore District within three miles of %o';lle ‘ul .
gal.

8. Separated from M .
: yeore on two sidcs by hill .
and on the svuth b 7 hill ranges, on a third ai ;
9. There is :o‘hr::;u:noor range of hills, the Collegal Tdo;;dhu::: ’l t:: e e,
. . M
lines of road now in "i.“n“p:‘."'“ completed connecting this talook with f!; d" ‘t.o'h“d. '
talook, and is passable as far | n; runs east and wclt, the other passes through h“ rict. Of the
- 10. If this road were :: :ol:::‘m. which is within a short distance :f l;;: widdle of the
- mple slong it sanoor.
inevitably p: ‘ed, slong it the traffic from M :
talooks o{' tll:’;.iu:?ft SO;% communication would be created betvoe:.:;i: "l: Bang.!m would
o th... ho natives frequoutly complained to me that th and the neighbouring
to th . : .:;n‘ eiF opdion 'fh“ if this road werc opened, not onl - htd.no outlet for their
;l; ¥be 3217'"5 ;rsﬁo with the Southoru Talooks would be ::r" :wm it bos great booa
Core tb..n oy ci " :;.luok seems .!o be the largest ."88]-3".1:; t:ln 0:.8 large .ocalo.
e -fourths o .the populutivn this grain is the staplo food. 1 00k in the district ; of
rior, whilo wet cultivation appears to be nowhere raised ;i . t 18 grown ckiefly ia the
of Collegal. . . 10 any quantity except in the vicinity
.13, Cholam, gram éutor ln;i b |
' ' ) uller are also largel .
. . . gely sown, 3 .
:‘;;’:" :lfgg . ‘l;f cottou 2oil seems to be favorable to thoysrowth :‘?}‘“"‘:T"ﬂ 'n Dho villages
s hnsle is h?ck and somewhat coarse in appearance. Tlisis woven ; ulberry. The fbre of
in the larger villages, and a considerable export trade in oven in the looms of Collegal
Salem, Mysoro, and Coimbatore. -~ ° women's cloth
.13, i i o .
The rains which are usually looked for at the end of June, or the earl

d-fdl ;a usually heavy, were parched

: rop of water. 8o th

i . at the game, »o
em, and cmuc.d over into the valley of the Ball )g'nme um

off, and passes throuzh forty

After crossing the Cauvery, it

*

8 is carried on with

y part of July, bad

not. he l 1 i

supply of water, were, with one excepti i
» TETE T ption, dried up. Tnose that
:“"r’ were not one-third flled g wet culziv.ﬁonp'“ i::“ were fed by channels from the
ry crops bad been sown. . sequcnce much restricted, and no
14.  1be price of food and othe i o]
. A r grains bad risen to four ti .
¢ ' . our t1 s
1:::';‘;(?:;'6::“ 84y ;'“ selling at 4} measurcs the Rupcee, the o:lei.n:fl;cp:;:jl::r’ price ab that
Ru G v o 2} tn 3 measares the Rupee, the ordin :  eing 18 measurcs.
Peles- ram was selling at 2 measurcs the Rupee s ary price being 10 measurcs the
- Up to the 16th Soptember, th . | '
’ bad bee 1 H =
the ryots o o mo rin.  After
crop?:hi:;o : :lmdw. of these to sow their raggy ; but as the ni:-.t"d: o oo Fll and
ero aod there bad sprouted, were dried up. It was not till the l::'n:'mﬁ‘;e(;“. }t,l:.
ibning of Uctober

4
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that the north-west monsoon fairly set in, and that the apprehensions entertained by the ryots

concerning the failure of their crops were removed.

16. On the Gth September, I commenced & tour of the
distance of forty miles in sa easterly direction, and as far as Pylur, a distance of thirty miles in
the south. The effocts of the unusual drought were most visible in the large raggy-growing districts
of Amur, Cowdhelli, and Koogharelli, aod in the grasing districts of Maptulli and Lokanballi.
In the tanks and wells, there was barely enough water for drinking purpose, and in the two last-
pamed places the water, which was of a most filtby description, was shared alike by the inhabitants

and the cattle.
17. Ia the parts of the talook which I visited, I saw no villages wholly deserted by its

inhabitants. Here and there s few bouses were temporarily shut up, and the owners were begging
their way from door to door, uatil the rains should enable them to commence ploughing their lands

and sowing their crops.
Loes of Catile,

talook, travelling as far as Martelli, s

18. In counsequence of the want of pastare
. and water, the cattle disease mado great ravages
As the owners weres loath to publish their losses, it is difficult to estimate
eattlo during the past season ; but I am of opinion that one-third at
shed from want of subsistence and by disease. That the mortality
to by the large number of remains that met the

throughout the talook.
with accuracy the loss of the
least of the whole stock peri
among the cattle was great, was botne witnoss

eye in whichever direction 1 travelled.
19. After the rains bad commenced, the disease agsin broke out among the cattle in the

néighbourbood of the Cusbah ; but as the precautions were strictly followed, it did not spread. On

all occasions, the owners gladly availed them
and were ready to purcbase it if necessary.

20. The breaking of the mo
vation. The special works, on which the able-bodied poor hu'.l been employed, were deserted.

21. The tanks are now full of water, and the prospect of the coming crop is favorable. I
have been assured by some intelligent ryo

s that this year's crop generally will be rather above
tban below the yield of the past few yoars.

22. One of the effccts of the droaght has been » slight reduction in the area of raggy culti-

vation. In some parts which the reins
s gram crop waé subatituted.
Poregreph 73 nbu te the coaditive of tbe people.

visited late, the season for sowing raggy had passed, and

3. The clase, the most numerous and influ-
_ ential in tlis talook, are the Lingites or Weavers.
g themselves into 8 right snd left band caste, which is a frequent cause of
are 8 most industrious people, and bosides jengrossing the weaving
talook is in their hands. The lower castes are the Dhers and the
ly ignorant and simple people. They speak s mixture of Cans-

Thoy are divided smon
dispute between them. They
trade, the grain trade of the
Koravers. 'Thcse are an extreme

reso and Tamil. .
24  All castes suffered greatly from the high prices. The poor of the Lingites and Brab-

mins were generally supported by the wealthy of "their own class, and could not be induced to

become recipients of charity publicly st the Relief Houses. Tbe Dhers and Koravers suffered not

only from the high prices, but also from being thrown out of employ on works of cultivation.
he adjacent villages in search

25. On my arrival, these were pouring into the Cusbah from
of work. The wealthy patives bad been distributing to the poor cooked grain daily, but relief

was insufficiently afforded, and many deserving of support were exoluded. .
26. In the talook, I saw many cased of emaoistion and of great destitation. At Cowdelli, 1
witnessed sorme poor coolies unsble to purchase grain, who were eompelled to boil and eat the root

of the wild slos. This, they informed me, produced the most distressing offocts.
97." The health of the population bas beed good.- Up to- the aickly season which begins st

the end of Scptember, O casce of fever oocurred. - After that the usoal amount of sickncss pre-
vailod. Small-pox appearcd in ten villages in the neigbbourbood of Pylur, bat the disease coufined

selves of the medicine prescribed by Mr. Thacker, .

nsoon was the signal for the commencement of works of oulti- -

o
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itself to theso villages. A Vaccinato y -~ - _ .
; . ator, I am given to unde . e LT A

1n the District G understand, will shortly be

b oum ‘:::; de:::::: ::: cl::m:ber o;' decaths from disease in July of this J’ear i?:l:::nu:e moo:d

rresponding month of last ; aewn 0 exce
‘m‘;‘; °f§°‘;b' t:';ho following months bas not ye?bec’:‘;n‘;:{i:::;.. A comparative table of the
. No desths from actunal starvation haw .
it - e been reportcd. . :
have becn accelerated by an insufficient and injurious dict Pi‘:" d:” ::ou.gph p:: .:.:n‘, cases deaths
’ r that any one form

T

of dueu' ¢ bas bq:; especially propagated by the late trying scason >~
pocial Works. T L - '
oe e 29 The special mearurcs undertaken for
I“‘/‘"- Roverm - ™ . Cl e relicf of the poor were of two kinds : —
' (1.) The élhl:lishmeut of Relief Houses

(2.) The pmc‘cﬁtfon_of nseful public works

30. Relicf Houscs were opened in Co n the villages of !\'a-n‘vherry Anur, and
- - llcga]. md i th i 4 .
Cowdelli. The > r,.qﬁtl’ each individual case bad beenl inquirc;“inl , ad : ’

poo! o, were admitted ‘b’ Cickeb,

sufficient quantitics. i

.

The total number fed was 12,062." The average st of cach meal was 8 Pi
ie per day.

.32 jori ;
The majority of those adnitted for relicf were clildren.  Of these, th ts eith |
. . . the parents either had

’

barely able to eko oat & sufficiency for themselves !

been out of empl
ployment, and were now enzazed on famine works, or owing to the hizh
_ ¢ high prices, were

33. A large proportion of appli ' 4
pplicants were beggars s
. »whn had .
Ine:lll ca;c: profcesional Leggars were excluded, and travelling at;rosscd over the Mysdre border.
m ;:n 1 er:dp“"cd on to & heighbouring village o paupers generally received a daily
. Ino to : '
ot Madias, 1 m‘d": . c:;v:}:;::lt ;l:e lu:: ljlaced st my disposal from the Famine Relf Commi
atributions. My call was liberally responded to.  The oml,mm“
. ¢ subscrip-

» b‘ -

This sum tho donors bave prescuted towand .
o any other suitable charitablo parpone, s the crection of & Hospital and, Scliool at Collegal, or

35, The special works
. undcrtaken for the
l i ‘ ';I:’for the able-bodied l‘°‘;r. were tho repairs
0 . .
from Collezal to Mysore, and the Scrasamoodrum rou‘l':e:;:; f ::: éz:‘muraznuzar road -leading
. 5;:3« fh order to prevent the coolies leaving their homes, the Collezal to Bangalore. .
B . [ - . .
:‘rc:: i od;tlhelr‘ own villages. Payment was made at their ch;;c: i 7 w-te vorked im gange in the
) :7' }:a::‘.;xceed 3 Annas for & man, and 1} Annas fora vo‘:n‘a::ln";t " moseT The,rute
. . ower of raj . .. iy, o
the works. In s fow d: r:}:n made & sensible diminution in the nun}bet :f cooli ' _—
parformed by the T8 they would again return to the roads. As might be en emploged o
se coolicd was very ineficicnt. They generally en-lurour:p:ud.a:lb ; hbo:
. evade wor

Pablie Worka,

altogether, and I waslatter!
, y compelled to resort to tho
ayetem of task work. This snswered ve
: iz

well, and a comiqcxiabl‘o uvlng- "l'd wade in wages of superintendcnce.
o T SRR ot et o

¥ . _ . ; cien -
far tb,; hiz: :ri:ulu_sy be traced to the one cause :lrorh:nc:i::o f’l. x 'f““ eadeavoss ?oo‘bl::d::'
m.be l.o' ‘: ' :c ,.:.::::?; ry::i:cuth; ::.ggy ;brop of this talook bas, .owi;g..lo ;:ntowud sesnons.
bowever, the returns slew an increass in ;ho .r:::: pr:;gyh::lm:n':: :l;)(.)ho;:l.luhl:.:: l’;.;.

From this f -
in fact, and from tho fact of quantitics of raggy being stored up in fits turovghout the

talook, some of whi
have sasured :: ll:}:n ll:d“g: :i’::’{ ;::nd‘lnd the m'nh of %ho existence of which the merchants
deficit of production.” ¢ extraordinary bigh prices have pot been caused by o

~—

—
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40. Within easy communication of Collega! is @ large raggy-growing district, the Astagram
between the two places, there has been an extensive traffio

division of Mysore. Up o this year,

in grain, and priccs were kept down. Last year the raggy crop in Mysore failed eatirely, and B0
grain- was imported into Collegal. On the contrary, sn export took place, 8o 4 it is estimated
that one lac of candies was sent thither.. This export must considorably have affected prioes.

41. Another reason for the excessive prices appears to bo the isolatad position of tho Colle-
gal Talook, to which I have before reforred, and to the fact of there being no road through the
talook by which supplies of grain might be brought from dista..t parts of the Coimbatore District.
Added to tlis, the general feeling of insecurity experienced by the merchants, and the fear of loot
should they surmoust the difculties of transport, sll combined to render the grain-dealer suspi-
cious, and to jnduce bim to hasband bhis stores.

42. ‘The on-coming croP will be reaped about January, and though the present bigh rates
will probably continue ontil that period, it is likely, from the quantity of grain now in store, that
prices, sfter the crop is res will be lower than they have been kaowa to bs for many years in

this part of the district.

1. The foregoing lotter, with its enclosure, will be submitted for the infor

mation of Government. :
9. Tho Board are glad to learn that Mr. Overbury has performed the duty
d zealous s manner,

entrusted to him in so judicious 80 and they join with the
Callector in regretting that his heslth hss bucn 0 sor%ously affected.

3. It is gratifying to find that the wealthior residents of the Collegal Talook
sly to the aid of the poor, and that their liberality gnd the

anntributed so gereroy . .
clicf sdoptod by Mr. Overbury greatly alleviated the distress
f life from actual starvation.

and prcventcd any loss o
ted to report fully on the subject of the roads refer-

of the poorer classes,
£ Mr. Overbury’s Report, submitting & rough plan

4. The Collector is requos

red to in paragraphs 9 snd 100 Over
of the talook exhibiting the proposed lines.

TE———

No. 154 Ogpea TaERZON, Btb March 1867, No. 579.
T — 1. The Collector will convey to Mr. Overbury the
for the efficient maoner in which

l thclhn:iu:.__J thaoks of Governmont !
- be performod the special duty entrusted to him. The
health has suffored in its execution.

ot to learn that his .
Collector to submit 8 schemo for opening up

11 call on the
ually by means of District roads. The local cess will

Qovernment regr
9. The Board wi
the Collegal Talook grad

provide @ conséi
‘ (True Extract.)
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
Secretary to Government.’

#fq the Collector of Coimbatore.

, the Board of Revenue.
¢ Worke.

,, the Department Publi

hdc s. To A“‘ﬁ"
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