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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
4th March 1867.

No. 64. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 18th
January 1867, No. 360.

Read the following lotter from the Acting Collector of Madras, to the Secretary to
the Buard of Revenue, dated Saidupett, 5th December 1866, No. 367 :—

1. Ihave the honor to submit the detailed inforimation called” for at the sug-
gestion of the Board of Rovenue in I'rocecdings of the Government, Revenue
Departinent, dated the 8th of August lust, No. 1,989, and which respects the terms
of the rents of tho chunam sholl quarries at the Pulicat Lake to the shell renters, and
tho terms of the sub-rents they make with sub-renters.

2. The first truce of the rents in my records occurs in Fusly 1254. In that
. ' Fusly the quarrics on the island of Irukam wero let. The quarries on the island
g2 of Venadu weru first lct in Fusly 1263. Those at Chunambokelam, a village on
tho margin of the lake, woro first lot in Fusly 1256.  Those at the villages of Elavur
_ and Kuruvithaittu, nlso on the margin of the lauke, were first let in this district two

years, after tho villages were transferred to the district fromn the North Arcot juris-
.o diction. At tho date of the transfer they wero not held under a rent, and it is
not known in this Office whether then or at any time previous to the leaso in this
district, ground bad been broken in them ; whether in fact they had ever been
previously opened at all, and shells taken out.

3. From Fusly 1265 to 1267 inclusive, the quarries at the three villuges wero
' let to Venkatachella Muduli and others.  From Fusly 1268 to Fusly 1270 inclusive,
v they were tuken by Lieutenant Winscome, Civil Architect, on the part of his depart- =~

mcut,
4. Until tho latter Fusly, the quarries on the islands of Venadu aad Irukam
were in various private hands on lease. Up to this time there was no stipulation in
! tho leases respecting any of tho quarrying sites whatsoover, binding tho renters to
' fill up cxhausted quarries. For upwards of fifteen ycars quarrying was actively
) carried on buthon the islands and in the villages without any precaution being
" adopted with respect to exhausted quurrics,
5. In 1271, Captain llitchins, on the part of the Dcpartmcnt Public Works,
took tho rent of tho quarries in tho villages for ive Fuslies. I ouclose transla-
v tion of the Muchilkah he gave on the occasion. At tho same time, for a similar
period, Chenchu Roddi and Ponumbala Reddi took the lease of the quarries on
tho islands. They executed a Muchilkah identical in terms with the Muchilkah
given by Captain Ilitching, and they bound themsclves as Captain IHitchins bound
himsclf to a new condition which, for the first timo, was inserted in the loascs, .
! and which oUliged the reator to fill.up each quarry as it bocame exhausted. - Neither
1 Cuptain Ilitchins nor the native rcntcrs of tho islaud quurries conformed to this °
"condition.

6. Tho condition rcmained a dcnd letter. Mr. Fitzgerald, a subordinate of
the Superintending Engincer, and at the date when tho contract was taken Manager
in (as I apprchend, for the iuformation is not given me cxactly,) the Supcnntcndmg
Engincor’s Office, writing in reply to a question put at my s suggestion by Captain

: Goddard, says, *“ I beg to state that whilo tho shell quarrics wore farmed by tho
veme department, the tcrms of the contract wero not conforined to, and that the pits
P o " were not closed; in fact they never werc closed by previous contractors even.”
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2 LProceedings of the Vadras Gore nmenl, Revenue Depavtment : Proccedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 3 1
4 March 1567, : | ’ ‘ 4th March 1267, :
7. Mr. Fitzecrald is hero writine l . - ! . . : 1stineul f tho quarrics "
during the intcr\'alabctwccn tho c"nmwu,,“?:(':l:o fm}mngqmcnt of tho depurtment ’ \ Tt will be very difficult, if not quiosSlblC, f‘: dl’“&‘ 8.‘:“"’:“ ;h:xa::::n of (:.ho two .
iring Lment of the contryey given by Captuin : opened under the recently expired contract; and if th ) ' :
Hg-c:;:‘:’o :"&;h; (:at;: :\\hcn so;"; Chictey Legan to sub-rent, Somy Chetty w..i( the { ctlmnot be effected, the extent of the remedy sought by the uction cannold b‘f de whd. i
su S Oob August 1862, for ‘1)o then uneapired i : iti i fatal to an action, since there is no need of such s
Ilitchins' contract, or for three . Apired portion of (‘uptam A want of definition will be fa o ’ . tion is
years and eleven moyl,s o | : jori blieati The only nccessity for an actio
‘iously i it " 1ad not sub-repted roceeding to shew the original obligation. y .
{):;-:]llo‘:,s;)ﬂ?: ::;ya:";ci iap‘tam) Goddurd Ussures nie that Somy (.'hurty gureed It?o muke bg)mu Chetty pcrfoc:'m an act to a definife extent, and if the extent cannot
austed pits in the same munner gg }y; - -
. ' s s department had agreed
In fact, that the same obligution wyus 8ceepted by hLin, ¢, °

at had been mposed

however, socms to think
¥ surplu,

on the Department Public Works. 3p. Fitzirerald
that the obligation was lovked wpon by the de :u-tmo’ t

form. Hesays in the Memorandig fu';\xxl whichl an cx:: i
paragraph :—“Tho contract Was given to Symy Clwl‘l N :18 .
standing that Le was to farm the quarrics, as way dy -
as the pits were never before closed, the d’opartn‘n- s
From this statement i keens obvious tlyy tho d(-.
stipulation as to filling cxhausteq Quarries of impu(;.l

it as a matter of routine to Somu Chery without
carricd out, - w

be dcfined, there can be, as I apprchend, no action with any chanco of success. 2 ,

13. These are the hindrances to the cocrcion of Somu .Chctty, :.md (Il su])tp;s:
there are the same difficulties with respect to an action agan:st the] 1>!nln 5::1"“‘;
Upon this point Mr. Dykes will be' compctent to speak. W heT\. t ":l 1:.:1:0‘]"00“
mado over to his district, the deposits given by the renters on tuking thei

250 and a mere
ado in the previous
t the distiiet under- :
tho dcpartmcut; and
nt did not expeet it from Lin,.*

|
[}
!
!
. were sent to hiin.
‘
¢
artment did ot conusider the ' ’
[}

14. There is but ono other mattor which requires n.otice. As I am th:‘tl:::i
upon the subject, and the Government wia:h to bo fully informed upt;n xl,‘.is“cd
sceins need that I should describe the quarries as they appeared to me when
thein, which the Board arc aware, I did some months back.
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tauce, and wmerely transforred
LY strict intention of sceing it
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as regards time, action g.r

15. In my lctter to the Board, dated Gth fol:y lfxst, I\.'o. 221, 1 su:;'(i('i,l,
considc.rcd the exhausted quurrics not seriously prejudicial in their unfilled conditio

L auandindll

i ini ‘he view that
. - e . . ) 'kes expressed an opporite opinion. 'l
Ranst Lim iy nog |y d L S jllmc last. Ience, . to the salt rcvenue. Mr. Dykes exp 1d do 1o more harm than the lurgo
larly, right of actios 85uinst the renter ¢ 'r( LUy the Limitasion Statute.  Siwi- } I tovk of them was that after all they coul Lanks of both the canals. Thut f
-—efux of time. %‘0 island - quarrics has not lapsed Ly ‘; natural hollows all about the luke, nnd]alopgl 1c ;'tlo {1l up the open quarrics, it
. ~ , T
9. Oa the 614 " . > ‘protect the salt revenuo it was really necessu o . m
quarrics in the villy L:f;- Ju:iy 13;:, ?ul,g:nn Goddard received the contruct for tho & ‘005’:‘1::11), necessary to fill up natural hollows, and this it was clear to me fro
~¢8 lor five Fuilieg e las 4,4, v d
- The : ) : t renewed to Somu ‘try t} . e » latter could unever be done. N . )
sub-rent thereof, The islandg are no longer | ’ ¢ '.' (.un ictty the the extent of t!u, u § trengthened by my visit.  AsT have already on
been transferred to ), District of Xy &€ an the Madyas District; they bava 16. My impression has been streng ries are Within the water-
tiie quarries in then, has I;Ot oc(,:u. u(:”rc' Hence the renewal of the contract for * a recent occasion stated to the Bomid: 5°"'°ﬂ°f t]l: qi:m:l:(sl ntzomc I doubt not, a
: irred an uyy Q. ; . . . . closo on the margin, y )
been lf"' °‘.‘t by Mr. Dykes, Whethier Sunuul)()lo e Tie sontract his pr o.bubly epread of tho loke, o S‘"T“i mn;{nw some of the qul:u*rics at thio islund of Irukam
quarrics inthe expired coutract or ¢ Lam i ity took a sub-rent of the islund b little removed fru]:nltho a \(;'.l 1 was on tho spot they were all filled with water,
10. I bavo now replied ’ ghorant, and at Cliun:unbukolam. icn ining entranco by
d ¢ vat? . . - the water obltaining entr
Taving stated the oty ufl:hc cn: tihto ‘lu(..atllllls m the Procecdings under reply. : 3 and I considered that they ;ﬂ\\n,\ 3,;0::;1(: :;3'03 il“ Lo lako. This ias certainly the
. ! re : . 2 : . . - Miner with .
culiies that seem ¢, mo to stay i’n ”l:""“"fa for me ?u druw attention to the difli- : 1 percolation, and rising and ft'dr ":t‘;} the quarries at all events, and in consequence
Juss over the difficulty raised by ) ray of an action against Sumu Chetty. I { case with respect to the grewee P ico in quarrying in them I found to bo to
apjarent fact that Somy Chett s remstance stuid by Mr. Fitzgerald, the | of their being thus pervious, thodpr:c‘clf:m tl?cm c?cnr by laling, while the shell
. M » was ] . - . | ¢ C ) ) h
aad took his sub-rent on that “')'"10"5(“"3’. ":rl’:vl(cd to fill up the exligusted quarrics, ( ] exhaust than as thcty v:'lt‘:lro 011:21';' \:-cro :tnrc‘:d on tho margin to ba carried away at
- i 1y t o . . . . . e I Sarer t' kcll out. 10 6 . .
"‘"ﬂlld ll‘l‘slt‘ngagcmcnt, There is ay 01“?*:"1;0::'Txlil( ;xt o Um?l o :0 ‘:'O waen : wn:\t::::i::c: and tho sand which-bad lain upon the bed was heaped up tlu'.ro also,
11, Whea Sonmuy Chetty : .o LIS more unportant. ) conv ’ '
. 1y received his gq),.. : : ' : parately. i |
iur the due fulfilmenr o j(g conditiong j,, ?;lﬂ:’i:‘;m‘,‘ n}('(‘l\f;:lt \(\)a;; 1;1:&_141 from lm-n 5 but g;‘l;nrul;‘u{ . respect to tho quarrics which may bccon:lo ldr).' (:]urmg th; }:}(:t
from #ho D.part "ublic Wolk : S Wiy as this Office touk 8 d it ! ’ ov in of the luke, and thp influence of the
* Revenue Do;::t:::::. l'lll'll)llnd“ 0’}‘5 for the fultilwent of their contract “.’."'l the i weather, bccn;l;o r?mﬁ:ﬁlof::‘:]:l;o n:l:ﬁ:?: 0t.holclnly 8l,ld upon the bed of shells
: € deponit, p , < . . in it. Tho she . ] .
returned to Somu Clictty. By thiy :lct(:;v. ‘I];dt Lis sub-rent lias expired, has been : :u::dm Thio naturo of sand is to bo unstablo, and no doubt the natural action of
him an acknow]odgmcnt that he ling ° . l-‘parfmcnt Public Worke has accorded - ' :ho floods covering the quarries during tl.lo n<.>rtl:-cnst monsoon woul.d. 6001 cause
Byit they have given him o release i c:"]‘ll’]“‘d with the tcrms of his engagement, ; the sides of tho quarrics to tumblo in, and in this mmmelr fill them UI:]mua conori)‘x;lra-
. mtull, g,d 1 suspect that i e theve b . lcave them wmero depressions sloping towards the middle;
lost the Power to cocrco hiju, peet that in law they havo thus tively short L)«fnod,l ”:ig::‘]mion 112 not hewpen, the clayobottom of tho quarrics
s : this car y . .
p unrr]xz Thero is yet a thirg objection to gn action. A vast number ‘of the i but‘d:h:;o. certain want, hold water, and tho quarries act as salt pana. .
et were opened wheu therg Was no stipulatiog respectine the exhausted ones : o wouh
v ag. - . A i " N . * . ¢
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- Batural hollows upder similur copndit;
. in all times by fishermen for curi
. in the mud, in order that

future being osed,

. that Soiny Chetty, tho 1,

4th Mayel 1867. :
——————— e ———
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18. Wik respect to the quanti
in them. We have to consider that
tamped clay which are purposely repde 3 pussible, g very
insiznificant quantity of sult iy deposited by the subsiding of the monsou, floods.
I doubt myself whether any pew salt js t)ye formed, byt opinions on the subject
are conflicting. The fuct i4, the fluods arenf b They ure not even of
pure salt water, much less of brine. wh om which saleablo g,]¢ is
produced.  The flind watey has a diff,, cliy from (e 63 water
which is found in the sca when ¢ It dccompuses the clay,
and causes g vegetablo slimy cont This coat bccomes, when
water which has been standiny 5 9p, impregnated witl,
‘saline Darticles, and sometimes the salt actug]) N a thin cpysg overlying
'it; Lut this salt s not m.xrkct;xblc, and it eannong by muada 8. It iy s full of
dmpurities.  Sucl ga)t and sue
quurries whicl, dry up, but i ,
arc considerallg lagoons oy the ;
bottonis to the quarrics,  In these
with a clay bottom gt Pulicat which ;

fouud.  Thorg is a largo depressiuy, with g clay botto, at
weather ; there also they are present, There are numbere

“all aloug tlie coast, in all of whjel they Must be.  If ¢ Protect thy ), Fevenue, it
is actuulry nocessary g iy up ¢ My, Wil 3¢ g req

s all along (L Cniiat,

1sa lackwater also
La this thcy wil bo

Kattar, dry in the hot
33 clay boeg.,

19. DButh the crusts of 4,

s¢; and the
Salt Department Caunot suard gerai

they Muy Lo snturgtyqg wi
0. My opinion i8, that it wiy] bo exprdje

»

1. Crlered that the foregoi

Gowrumcut, with reference to by
August 186, . ,
2. Tho Board asree with

closing of the shJj Dits alread y

ng letter bo subm
occedings of Govcrmnont, No. 1,930, duted 81l
tho Collector that
mado y¢ Pulicut; ard ¢has 5 ;
8 Shel Coutmctor, ¢

opened by hiw, ay j; would b, .impossible to

previously,
3. The Boyid ¢

‘ cetor undcr-&stiumt& tho valuoof -
the ealt furmed jy, tucso pity

¢ dumugc sustained by tho salt revonuo fiomg
- the smugeling ot spontanenyy salt, ¢ithe, i
- thecoast, Jp seems, the

brackisl .

oand nog oaly iy exhaused

i whiel, huvlc Munilap

n hojlows -

ULt ty Wil ull

itted for the considera‘jon of

it ig hopeless to attempt the -

.
S A S O e s
- M‘J*Lo-'-&-— . by - .

'-.."..QLL‘ ..'.n—"-i.\.‘.t‘.. -t A .

lo.dal.. /... oo

5
iment, .
t, Revenue Depar

; dras Government,

Proceedings of the Ma

4th March 1867.

. the old
oling from
ired to prevent smuggli araph 17
. 1d be required . tated in paragraph
4. The g?“d lwmt};?i:y bo long required, .for,t;: 'momoon must 10 e
pits, would not in l'lwx:,roghe action of the water during
of the Culloctor's letter,

1866,
h August

. ly. ent, dated 13t

fill up tho pits naturally Proceedings of Government,

5. With refcrenca to Pr

too loosely
t is far {
. . he shell contrac fulflment o
f opinion that t the non-fulfil
- 2,007, tb; 3‘:‘ : a‘l‘tr:rc‘:i, :f:u to attach some penalty to
worded, and sho

bide by sny
. onditions. ontractor, h&!. agrecd fo. a s most
- ce' Ceptain Goddard, t}“::otx,:::;te::ttedcs.uthority may 1 ““e’,z‘:c;:,.gmcd ups
orders which tho er‘: ‘:;x: ';{d pits cannot, under tho cbxlr cu:ﬁ shell pits excauu;:
qiratlo tha, o ind bemslgte 11 up, as fur sapossib or & 1 penalty shou
ﬂmdcox:t'ncu:lre:,sw:ircc:ly the sholls have been removed,

undor his orders,

t..
be attaclied to non-performance of the contrac

NO. 534' nlt
. EREON, 4th March 1867, ) t the
No. 6. Oeves = N"I'lm Government are not 'a.us{liedexﬂfrnt by the
" bas suffered to any ‘ppm}ab ° d are disposed
revonto a;thew exhausted shell-pits, an
existcnce o atter. '
d to the m iog out any
. bas becn attached to f carrying
to think that undue m.,po';::‘:;e ::treme difficulty in t:;edw;i;: l::s gen removed,
» a ¢ v
> Th(fy r:lc:::m::r itis evident that when th; 'lr:(:)ut, will no longer suffice ﬁ
Plan for closing them, of sand, which was first dug 1, while to dig elsewhere
the aupcrincumb(;‘t ht{:': the ground to its former level, w
fill the hollow and res

- Miscelloncouns

th o vations.
1 Itiply the exca |
hood to supply the dcficicncy will merely multiply
e neighbourlioo

h as
fcct as much !
ill probably o the pits
. thor and scasons b lcase that .
3. The action o:te:;t::aenforcing as a condition (:: ;heu; their discretion
can be done by any :h Government leavo it to the Botu".ho sccurity of the salt
shall bo re-filled, b;"’ .: they may doom nccessary for :
in the matter so far

revenue, " (True Extract.)
. ( (Signed) W. HUDLESTON, .
Secretary to Gove .
To the Board of Revenue,

Exd 8, T, Augustia.
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