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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE
(LaNp REVENUE).

Reav—the following letter from V. A. BRODIF, Esq., Collector of Géd4vari, to the
& Secretary to the Commissioners of Land Revenue (through the Conservator
of Forests, Northern Circle), dated Cocanada, 30th July 1896, R. C.

No. 1286 :—

I have the honour to call your attention to a sentence under paragraph 13, Forest
offences, of Government Order, Forest No. 5, dated 2Znd January 1895, communicated
in Board’s Proceedings, Forest No. 113, dated 26th February 1895. The sentence
runs as follows :— ,

, “ Government observes that in no instance was the power of compounding exercised by an
officer below the rank of a District Forest-officer, and desires that this practice should not be
departed from in the future.”

2. From records in this office there appears to be reason to doubt the universal
correctness of the first part of the sentence, as Mr. Ward has had the power of com-
pounding offences within his sub-division of Bhadrdchalam since the time that he
assumed charge ; I therefore request to be informed whether in light of the concluding
portion of the sentence the present practice should be at once abandoned or not. If
the present system is abolished, the Sub-Divisional officer will have to forward his
proposals for compounding offences to the District Forest-officer and await his approval
‘before taking action, the delay may be considerable as the postal communication with
Bhédrachalam, especially during the monsoon months, is most indifferent. I submit
that offences if compounded at all, should be compounded with as little delay as
possible, as they are usually trivial, a lapse of a fortnight or more precludes summary

~ action and the benefit which the petty offender thereby derives.

3. Any way I would suggest,as a special case, that the present Sub-Divisional
officer retmn}( his power of composition until further orders, as apart from the above

g considerations, Mr. Ward has a thorough knowledge of the country and the people

of Bhédrachalam and would appear to be in the best position to decide whether an
offence should be compounded or not.

Endorsement by A. W. PEET, Esq., Conservator of Forests, Northern Circle, dated
Madgole, 15th August 1898, R. C. No. 375.

In forwarding, I would very strongly recommend that an exception be made in
the case of Mr. Ward, who is a very reliable and experienced officer, and knows more
about the conditions of Bhddrachalam than any one else.

ResorvrioN—Forest No. 391, dated 27th August 1896.

The classes of officers empowered to compound offences under section 55 of the
Forest Act (V of 1882) are specified in the Notification issued by Government on
97th August 1884—vide Board’s Proceedings, No. 3401-Forest No. 307, dated 26th
September 1884. This notification is still in force and may be acted upon. By a
notification issued under Government Order, No. 1016, dated 3rd October 1892, it was

extended to Extra Assistant Conservators.
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