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To

His Excellency the Governor of
MADRAS.

(Through proper official channel.)

FURTHER P The humble petition of Mr. S.G. L. Platt Assistant C 138l f Sal
: P , A . S.G L g, Assistan ommissioner 0oL Sa t,
APERS. A Y| : Abkari and Custorus Revenue, Bellary Sub Division.

RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH THAT :—

1. By order No. 331 dated 5-8-1896, on page 978, part I, Fort St. George
Gazette Cated 11-8-1896, your humble petitioner finds himself transferred to the

Nellore Sub Division.

9. Your petitioner is informed by the Commissioner Salt, Abkari and Sepa-
rate Revenue that this transfer is the consequence of certain defects noticed in your
itioner’s proposals for the establishment required in connection with the exten-

pet
sion of the treetax system into the Kurnool and Cuddapah Districts.

3. Tn communicating this information to your petitioner, the letter goes on
¢« The Commissioner regrets that he has been obliged to put you to the
ou will again have to be transferred to Orissa when the
aken over by the Bengal

to say
expenae of this move as ¥
administration of the Salt Revenue of that Province ist

Government.”

ggioner to recommend to

4. Your petitioner thereupor requested the Commi
petitioner the expense of

(Government a transfer to Orissa now SO as to save your
{wo consecutive moves.

oper was given to understand that so long as

5. Tn reply to this, your petiti
resent Commissioner,

the Salt Revenue of Orissa remained in the hands of the P
your petitione s transfer to Orissa would not be allowed considering the circum-

<tances under which your petitioner Was removed from Cuttack.

6. Your petitioner was removed from Cuttack upon entirely trivial grounds.

scuss in detail the charges

= Tt is unnecessary after this lapse of time to di
ted to the four

(.
then-brought against your petitioner, but briefly stated they amoun

following facts :—
(a) The ordering of Messrs Burn & Co. Caleutta to commence the construc-

tion of a mew cutter in anticipation of the Board’s sanction.

(b) The carrying oub of certain alterations and repairs to the cutter  Ada”

in anticipation of the Board’s sanction.

(¢) The not keeping up of a horse.

(d) The use of the expression «The personal prejudices of any officer
should not be allowed to inconvenience Government work” in a
cortain letter to the Superintending Engineer Orissa circle appealing
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against the arbitrary order of an Executive Engineer in summarily
prohibiting the beaching of the Salt Department boats on canal
banks for the purposes of repair.

8. Inregard to (a) your petitioner immediately withdrew his orders to the
firm on the Depnty Commissioner pointing out that it would be advisable to-obtain’

the Board’s orders first. 2

9. With reference to (b) ‘certain alterations were adjudged unnecessary and
your petitioner Was mulcted of salary to the extent of some Rs. 200.

10. As regards () your petitioner had pointed out that no horse was neces-
sary for the purposes of his work and this view was supported by your petitioner’s
;mmediate superior the Deputy Commissioner. Nevertheless the Board arbitrarily
insisted upon your petitioner getting a horse and a suitable animal was therefore

purchased, fed, and kept without use ; thereby causing your petitioner loss.
our petitioner himself referred the correspondence

ted was adjudged open to objection and on being
formally did so.

11. TIn the matter of (d) y
to the Board. The sentence quo
jnstructed to withdraw the expression your petitioner

12. It will thus be seen that in each and every case your petitioner expiated

his errors which had never been committed mala fide.

13. The foregoing occurred at long intervals during the course of the year
1894 and a part of 1899, but all mistakes were subsequently raked up and made

the occasion of your petitioner’s transfer from Cuttack.

in another irrelevant charge that your

14, On that occasion Was dragged
d of training at Voyalur.

petitioner had done unsatisfactory work during his perio

~15.  Your petitioner was trained purely for Salt work and his period of train-

ing at Voyalur extended from November 1892 to November 1893.

16. According to the terms of your petitior.er’s appointmert to this Depart-
ane 1893, but as the Deputy Com-

ment, he should have been sent to Cuttack in J
missioner then reported that your petitioner had not quite learnt his work, the

period of training Was, with the concurrence of the Bengal Government, extended
by another six months. At the end of this further period of six months, your
petitioner’s work was favourably reported on by the Assistant Commissioner and

your petitioner was accordingly sent to Orissa.

17. It will be thus be seen that theso called ansatisfactory work during your

petitioner’s period of training related to a time antecedent to June 1893 and was

followed by six months good work. Moreover, on the Deputy Commissioner’s

o Board’s resolution ran to the effect that the Board was willing to admit

report th
that the short-comings noticed were such as might be expected 1n a beginner lear-
h manners and cus-

ning new work in a new country and amongst people wit

toms and language strange to him.

18. Two years subsequently, this matter is dragged up and used against your
if this system of accu-

titioner. Your petitioner begs to leave to observe that,
mulating all the trivial errors of an officer be generally followed, few would escape

condemnation.
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ors committed at different times in Cu
tion of the Salt Revenue W
d simply of preventive work:
oner closely and effectively supervised
gime that is to say during the year

t $28pdt
Fulbl 'P'JL'I%'J ‘I:‘

s oe .\’JI_ ‘;‘ . ‘. 3 -2
.trr Aadrg ,’J\ By ,'w“‘?"h‘wlt":d'ﬂiéﬁ,: b
;‘ o

ttack have nothing to
hich, in the Balasore

15
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P TR FRCT ' Sub Division, consists purely an

frats

4

00. This preventive work your petiti

with the result that during your petitioner’s re
1804-05 detection was on the whole better than in the previous year, and the

administration of the Salt Department in Orissa was adjudged to be satisfactory.
Vide para 34 Part X and para 50 Part XI of the Special appendix regarding the

Salt administration of Orissa for the year 1894-95.
ould urge that the 4 Cuttack

91. Under the circumstances your petitioner w
d absolute disability on

errors in record against him do not constitute an entire an

his part to hold charge of the Balasore Sub Division.

an Assistant Superintendent in the Bengal Peo-

99, Your petitioner formerly
the distinet understanding that his

Jice was induced to leave that department on
. ervices were required for salt work in Orissa alone.

on removal from Cuttack, been placed in charge of

93. Your petitioner has,
e had no previous knowledge, train-

purely Abkari work of the nature of which h
ing, or experience.
e Nellore Sub Division where also

94. Your petitioner is now being sent to th
large and integral portion of the

the new systems of Abkari administration form a
work of the Assistant Commissionor-

of experience in abkari matters will at any crisis
detract at all times from the value of his work
Tt cannot, therefore, your petitioner would beg most respectfully to represent, be

to the public interests to keep him at Nellore where he has all the disadvantages
he laboured under at Bellary, with the additional one of not knowing the language.

In the Ceded Districts Hindustani is spoken to a large extent and your petitioner
was therefore in some touch with the people. On the other hand, Nellore is, your
petitioner understands, purely a Telugu District, a fact which shuts out your peti-

from any contact with the inhabitants.

er has had the following transfers :—

25. Your petitioner’s want
azain jeopardise his position and

tioner

96. Since 1892 your petition

(i) In October 1892 from Gaya in Bengal to Voyalur (Chengleput District) a

distance of over 1500 miles.

(i) In November 1803 from Voyalur to Cut
miles. :

(i) In June 1895 from Cuttack to Ranipet (N
tance of over 1000 miles.

(iv) In September 1895 from Ranipet to Bellary

tack a distance of some 1000
orth Arcot District) a dis-

a distance of some 200

red to Nellore in the face of a long tramsfer

?.‘-_ g B L A1kn

TR R R el T ;
R L L T T e T D TR ‘ | (v) Now again he is transfer
: J FAR ST Uit S T e B ! B to Cuttack impending over him at no distant date.
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07. Tt is well known that the travelling allowances granted b
r the actual expenses of a move however short.

y Govern-

il 1 & | Wil i Jafails 21582 !R'v & . -.‘V.
| s i 3 . Fint - |_-<’ f e ¥
el 89 gyl 4 BT 3 A aans Sebristale ol dat el 41 : ment do not nearl
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L e RO trds bkl Yirn ol il 98. Your petitioner 1s & married man with a family, and 18 solely dependent
W, ‘ BSSEL E b e [pgegge e “eimniol ad g brptadad : on his salary, and has therefore had to borrow money from time o time to defray
i , 4 T R PSRRI T L .3 14 451 the expenses of his journeys.
e A 1 1 ¥7: b g v B3 HITHEY SHE % ',f"l‘ {

B AT L A0 Wi B h 1 i ‘ 99, Under the circumstances, if your petitioner is compelled to get up
it | _ | i J L house at Nellore, simply to break it up again he will be driven greatly into

‘ IV “debt. '
30. Having regard to the conditions under which your petitioner accepted

; ! [+ : ' service in the Department, it cannot but be regarded as a punishment to keep him

at Abkari work in the Madras Presidency-

31. Your petitioner has been a year away from his legitimate charge of
the Balasore Sub Division, has undergone the expense of two transfers, and has

been muleted of salary.

39. Your petitioner therefore appeals to your clemency, and urges that he

has paid more than the full penalty of his errors at Cuttack, and requests to be
restored to the Balasore Sub Division, where the language and people are
known to him and where alone he can work without the weight of those dis-

advantages under which he labours in the Madras Presidency.

As in duty bound your petitioner will ever pray-
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C. Nos. 6206 and 6566.

e g

wn . Slan Q. 9
Mo Hrwasnalil FOR ORDERS.

A . I ' s o atts, Assisgant Commis—
: exciade s 4 r | i e i B b ecaiebilne o

sioner of Salt and Abkari Rewvenue ,who

Bas been posted to the charge of the :
Ln—u%zl/\. 1““"" * W W ‘ Nellowe Sub-Division from Bellary, has
~ u/LL4’7R4LkJﬁ5;“ ok 0, i , submitted a memorial praying that he
J&&A./‘o i, £ A Naaseione A ) ' ’ s

may be posted to the Balasore Sub-Divi

té,“.! £ ‘ —sion instead of Jellore in view of the &
6; G. 0. No. 2730 d/11-7-96. impending re-transfer of the Oriss |

Salt Departrent to the Govt. of Bengal

U S

i

2. On his transfer from the Bengal

sk . ; | : 5 Police to the lMadras Salt Dept. Mr,
$ J—-"\M,.,fm Lo v Mmu)i) ; . G. 0. was despatched on 29th y

]

: 1

i Platts was appointed an Inspector, and ]
E

~

alter ‘a year’s training in the Yayalur
e R e R P (D et tucn

Circle, was posted 1893 as

b Division.

3. In June 1895,he was transTerred
. to the Arcot Sub-Division,as the Com-.
of' D. 0. t0 the Private

v
czgtaly in the closed cover missioner of S. & A. Revenue consider
ed with C.No.65686.

; ed. that he was “getting out or hand
and insubordinate, and that he could
_— not be trusted so far away any longer ;
particularly wgth Ir. Dharma Rao as
> - . -\)’
3 his chier,
. Ir. Platts was Subsequently

‘ = ransierred from Arcot to Bellary and

-f thence to Nellore. He requested the

5 v Commissioner t recommend his rosting

¥

to Orissa to save the expense of two i

2
.-

i fﬁh reek\ ;;*r ¥Lb, 2°>"<r(.n5\ g £onsegutive moves, but was informed

: : A Para 5 of the llemorial. . thatf so long as the adninistration of

3 the Salt Revenue or rovinéde re-
herl rath R it LA )j ‘) % : » G e that Provinée re

: 3 '_; \ mained in the hands o the Commissione~

by y - i ¢ . . . 4 [ i, - ‘3 i - . L . R ¢ . <
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3 1 7 ] thadid chlnds '
. 2 3
Commissioner,his transfer thither would
sanction sould not be accepted,that
HOL be allowed co Sidering the circum-
he had no reason or excuse for pPre—
1 stances under Which he was removed I'rom
| . suming that sanction would be grant
' 7 Cuttack. "
g | ed and that ‘he would be given a Iree
‘ i Ce In the present Leworial, I, Platts ; |
| | hand in ordering such a boat as he
“ €ontends that he was removes Irom Cuttack ‘ : 3 ,
| might think it and.that he shouls
nupon entix ely trivial grounds", and in | S
| have known that the sanction of the
N Biumx Para 7 of his Lenorial he gives P
Govt. of Bengal was necessarye.
@ Sumniary thereor. | |
£ 7. The second point is dealt with
. s
Vide copy of E.Pfsepgrutoly in B. P. No. 2859 Ilis dated 9th July
put up.
n-cetgd} the chayr ETS

1896. In February 1895 an estimate

then h“nu&hf

LIy = sa o

5 3 -
a@hquJuu‘pﬁntrﬁwf,
bt 'h'r-- iefls

ry—states they amountes—to—tie
i‘g”]: .r:] :}![j ]a ey tE Bt
.

1or Bs.611—-4-3 ior certain repairs

and improvements to the "Ada™ car-

ried out by Ir. Platts without the

pPrior sanction of thre Dy. Commis-
@) The orderinv of llessrs 3 .

( ) 1 ing ol I Byrn and sioner or the Board was submitted
Co. Calcutta to commence the construc-

tion of a new cutter

Tor sanction. The Board found that
in anticipation

o' the Board?s sanction,

the expenditure on several items wa

L«S

(Bb) The carrying out of' certain alter

excessive and that several others
=ations andg repairs

to the .cutter™aga"

=
]
H
o
o
[N
ct
)
0
H
o
=
=}
&
)
|47}
o

Ty Oor not imme-
in anticipation or the Boardas

Sanction,

€ly necessary and directed that

he should be held personagiﬂ respon-—
{(c) The not Eeeping up of a horse sible for the expenditure of Fs. <00,
() The use or the €Xpression"The

personal Prejudices

o' any officer

In asking for a reconsidersation of
‘Should not be almowco X0 inconvenience

this orde )Ih Platts urged (1) that

Government work"™ in a certain letter to

his predecessors in the Sub-Division

had also erresd in not obtaining pre=

vious sanction, and (2) that the im- e

pProvements effected under

his super-

vision were not as expensive as thoge

carried out by them to other cutters.

The Board did not accept this e€Xpla-

nation. In the fixz first place the !

unauthorised action of' his prdeces~

SOr's was considered te-not jnstiﬂp f

his acticn.-36condly,‘the Bear Zhadz“




'the cases referred to by him and the
‘orders issued then were in Ir. Platts’
Iecormks, and finally he could not plead
‘any urgency, as in the other cases in
whitéh the boats stood in urgent need
7ving to cyclonic danages.
The Board was unable to approve the

conversion of the cock pit into a -

store room, or the renewal of the mast,
the

gaff &c or to admit high rate charged
n

for wood work. The amount which Ir.
Platts had to pay was,however,reduced
o i, 2b0.

85 The third point is dealt with in

put up.

As 1. Platts had not provided himselfl

whkth a horse as required by the rules

of’ the Department,his travelling al-
lowance was disallowed. Upon this,lir.

i Platts appears to havegwritten direct

; t0 the Board stating thatt;fabscnce of
a horse “did not impair the efficiency

i of his work. The Deputy Commissioner

{ on being asked or rewarks supported

iss s him, but the Board reguested the Dy.

| commissioner to inform ifr. Platts that

his first-duty was to obey orders, and

' L wn. OLaTls)

reprimanded h¢m for the insnbordlnate

‘.;tone of’ the first sentence of his Ietter

vide copies of B.PJ’separatéiy

O

il Golpito of B0 nefen )
—

Tt P Ty , ! SRR, B

sion for which he has shown himself

but was buying' one for his wife?’s
use in Calcutta."

9. ime ldst point is dealt with
in B. P. No. 2969 dated 10th July
1894. The question was whether boats
were to be allowed to be drawn up on
the canal bank for repairs. There
was a difference of opinion on this
point between ifr, Platts and the Exe
—cutive Engineer of the place and
the Tormer appears to have addressed
the Superintending Engineer using
certain obJectionable expressions,
which the Board had to call upon

Ir. Platts to withdraw. The Deputy
Commissioner was requested to inter-
fere in the matter and to settle it
in communication with the Superin-
tending Enginecer,

10. The question ior condidera-—
tion is whether thefe are trivial
matters as urged by 1&r. Platts. The
Board did not think 50, Ior; in the
concluding portion of its Proceeding
No. 28.9 dated 9th July 1896 after
enunerating all the above boints, xi
the Board observed "o, Platfs has
already in the Toregoing instances
incurred the Board’s severe dis-
pleasure and would, if he received
his just deserts, be recormended
for reductiony as, however, he has

now been removed rfbm the Sub-Divi-

S0 unfiit, the Board will rest con-::
¥ Y S 3 PR




L e R T

| e T I SRR ROy TP " fai T a3 T "t‘----[ RS RSNE T a? ] e e
e . ¥ ok : N L T T TN
¥ : 6 = — e ETEw A
fmemorial,lr. Platts states that he has
: b oty t _ 1 officer, the Commissioner
pexplated his errors in every case and be a Benga 4 SS
D. O. to the Private Secretary replied in the affirmative and stated
1 1ig i = =3 ST v z L3 ; ‘ 7 3 P E5) e o
P that all his nistakes were subsequently in the closed cover i‘gled with
- . , ‘ G.0.2410 4/19-~6+-95. that this condition had never been ob-
i Taked up and made the occasion of his / it
i et : , served and that the Bengal Govt. had
{ transfer from Orissa.It will be observed O ;
& i y i raised no objection, He forwarded copy
B Irom para 3 of this note that the 1 ! |
b3 3 $1%s of a communication from the Hon: I,
f  transier was not looked upon as a punish~
& s i , - Crole who observed therein "It would
B ment, but it was considered inadvisable
r ¥ ¥ i never do for one¢ single roment toO ok
- g retain r. Platts in Qrissa. It
2 : 4y, that the Assistant Commissioner in -
8 Will be seen also that the mistakes were. . '3 il |
: _ : Orissa 1is outside the discipline of
§ nM,EEEEEEEXrQTPuLTMVWmm— .
: 3 ) the Department. 1. Platts id #n the
8 ier took place in June 189., and the
; LA R graded list and must be preparec to go
Board?®?s Tinal order was passed in 2
. ’ to any Sub-division to which he is -
: July 1896. |
i posted. One Assistant Commissionership
: 12, In pl&ras 14-18 of the memorial, '
iy i ShLe was reserved for a Bengalee nominee(I 5
£ Ifr. Platts refexto the allusion to : Tl ‘
: wis L AT o ‘ am writing from memory) which would
| Ine=Piotts? unsatisiacory at Vayalur
' ,JZﬁ atur be Origsa in ordinary cir-
i T8 Paye 3 ] \ s Aslar naturally be YV :
| made in para 4(ii) of B. P. No.2859 ggétfbkd”’pg‘ 3 : 1
s i G L T cumstances, But I have never up to knk
dated 9th July 1896, and contends that bk ap- -8 \
JEfat ' s this moment heard of such an absurdity 1
at- the end of' his training in that ,
X ! as a claim to maintain an Assistant ]
i ¢ircle the Assistant Cormissioner i
| ! 3 Commissioner in Orissa whom it is deem i
| reported favourably upon his work. g
i ' ~ed advisable to transfer"
) Fron. a perusal of the Hon: Ir.Arundel?s
1 : 5 14, It is hardly necessary to
| SO 3 already quoted, it will be dmserved ‘ 1
» 8iscuss seriously lr. Platts? complaintC
# - that no reference was made to. this sub-
44 . in paras 23-25 of the memorial that he
~_ Ject at all in recommending Ifr. Platts? : oy /
REEE T M ; e Pt el ' had no previous knowledge, training or
~ transTer. v ' 3

experience of Abkari when sent to Ar-

 In paras 22 and 31 of his
' b cot and that even now his want of ex-

_-rmlf TM Arralith bt eats e By s perience will detract from the Walue

of his work. From June 1895 up to now
he has been in charge of Abkaxri work ‘ f
and an officer in his position may - .;

fairly be expected to have learnt it = |

by this time.
15, 1. Platts® present transfer to 4§

Nellore wasrfecoﬁmendediby'fhghéEﬁﬁié‘
-sioner mainly on the‘@rounﬁ?%haﬁ
¥ R T
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: to Orissa except that he was only

ecently transferred from that Pro-

)
v
£
J

@)
O
-

(

3

k

C
[

) al ht; 1=
v, :
6 vince.
trust L0 him, From B.P.No. 3532 ate O : Sl g
: 18. The Board of Revenue wishes to
{ 21-8-96 forming an enclosus to C. No.
/ be infoz by wire when orders a
} .TL c L TE C% ca .
‘ Proposals fo C intrg 2tion of the !
{ L'ee-tax sy n wel ind to be - Kg)
J 2 /liolgt
1 Clve ar that. th ata lurnisi ) . 9——7{. wnde 7
i QJ Jto—-mr(—'/ﬂ;wé F Fade
, i were. such.as cowl not be accept 4 e, un /% de
. ~€d. The Board ncludes the ; view of I, : / w J g W
Platts? eZplanation on this subject x=x as o
A 309 " 2 - 44 v : 3 “ W WW
tollows:~ "It seems b yond doubt that Hhe
id not in 43 1I'st instance tale the M L 2 ) .
-
trouble to go into - ilmportant ques- }w«%’w Py PRud AL Ly
tion whi 120 10 report on at all,

by his offi »Obvious ecleriecs eTrTors y /él werl giuAk %5% e WW
/ 3 X ¢

anc all, without the llghtest check"™, M %W/ ,zj( wrmlA %f

16. I, Platts 1 quests a tran to W /f-/(- Pk : ii‘ ; : ( J” Py

ihia o L. Ollowing grounds :— x ,Z, , Mﬂ .

(&) that the four cha®ges on which he Lf / j

was transferra from Balasore had no-

thing to #®s 10 With the internal ag-

ministration of the salt rewye mg’.
(b) That having been traineg only
for salt work, he does not Fnow Ab-
kari works;:

(c) ..that he dies not know Telugu,

which is the Vernacular of the Nellore

(d) That Tre fquentg transfers entail .

much ex penditure, and that as his re-

transfer to Orissa is mpenc'lng a

transfer to ellore in the meantime

"mjwuld be avoided,




g ' Mr Plattee application flor transfer

o the Balasore Sub-Divisionscannot be

Wé'

sanctioned,

Ry 7 o ey
AR eena i To T o

TR
. -
g ERE

To Mr.Piatts thro? the Board of Rev.S.R.

ded - )L-/D

Oraftﬁgelcgram for approval,
¢

To the Board of Revenuey S.R,.

* Mr.Platts? application for transfex

to Balasore. rejected.™

& %M :

List from orders.
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