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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
18th February 1867. ' '

No. 220. ~ Read the following letter from W. G. McIVOR, Esq., Inventor and
' Patentee of the Chinchona Mossing Process, to the Secretary to GOVCI‘;I-’
ment, Madras, dated Ootacamund, 1st February 1867 :— -

1. I beg to acknowledge your Official Memorandum of the 18th instant,
No. 11, returning my letter of the 22nd December 1866, as disrespectful. I have
the honor to state that it was not my intention to offer any disrespect to Govern-
ment, and to express regret that any expression deemed disrespectful should have
escaped me in that commupication. I‘now lay before Government the facts and
my argumenté upon them, in the most becoxping language I can select. I must -
first, however, respectfully observe that I did not previously, nor do I now, address -
this remonstrance as a servant of Gox:ernment. ‘ ‘

9. I am the servant of Governmentin my capacity of a cultivator, but the
Government of Madras expressly, in their letter No. 97 of 12th September 1863,
declined to place me in the position of the “head of a scientific department,” as
sought by my letters of the 13th August and 10th October 1863. Having elected this
course, the Government have no claim to my scientific knowledge, which alone led
to my invention for increasing thirty-fold the yield of Chinchona bark and alkaloids.
This invention, formed solely on complicated chemical research, and on long
continued and minute microscopical investiga.tions, does not, therefore, come within -
the terms of the Secxetaxr); of State’s despatch of 16th June 1866, as ““ the result of
¢ the labors of officers in Il.xdia, obtained in the discharge of their official duties.” Tt
was not obtained in the discharge of my official duties, but by scientific qualitie‘s, .
which the Government had refused. The patent for this invention was, therefore, -
entirely disconnected with the only service which Government admitted in me-
That patent has been cancelled ab the request of the Madras Government; I
therefore address this remonstrance to the Madras Government simply as a British
subject, who has had his property taken from him by Government only on secret
and ez-parte proceedings ; contrary to law, opposed to his rights, and most injurious °
to his interests. | o U ] S o

3. I say “on sccret and ez-parte proceedings,” because the Madras Govern-
ment worked to destroy my patent in a way which was kept secret fromlme, and
wag done behind my back. In my letter of the 24th November 1865, after obtaining

‘permission to file, but before ﬁ}ing my specification, I furnished the Madras Govern-

ment with an outline of this process, together with the results procured by it,
adding that in ¢“order to procure to myself a participation in the benefits of results
¢t g0 important, I considered it desirable to secure this discovery by patent rights’
¢ ynder Act XV. of 1859.” The Madras Government honored me *with a direct -
i'eply to this communication, in which no ijegtion is raised to my taking out this

atent. Yet the correspondence on this matter, published in the Chinchona Blue -
Book of the 18th June 1866, shows that at this very time the then Madras Govern-

~ ment not only objected to my taking out this patent, although they withheld the

intimation from me, but, unknown to me, were writing strong Minutes to prevent
my having this patent granted to me.” Had I been informed that Government
meant to oppose my getting this patent, my answer would probably have led the
Governor General to make the enquiries prescribed by Section 3 of the Inventor’s
Privilege Act, and my patent would either have been granted, or refused, on cause ‘
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