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il & : Read the following —
No. 392.  Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 14th December 1867
Read letter from the Collector of North Arcot, dated 5th December 1867, No. 3 4;)
ST : 1867, No, 340,
- Read also Tetter from the Acting Collector of Nellore, dated 6th Decamber 1867
| " No. 1,651. : )

|

1. The foregoing letters will be submitted for the information and iorders

~ of Government. il
9. The Board are glad to observe that the season in Nellore has i nett

favorable, ' This is especially a subject of congratulation, as the account received
from Mr. Fane of the state of the Madras District, which was submitted to Govern-
ment with the Board’s Proceedings, dated the 12th instant, is by no means satisfac-
tory, and the report of Mr. Robinson, recorded above, is still more unfavorable.

3. Tt appears that all the Tahsildars of the North Arcot District report that

the crops have perished beyond recovery over large tracts of land, that the wet B
erops have already suffered severely, and that the standing rice-crop is in great
danger in most parts of the district. Scarcely a tank in the district has received
a proper supply of water, and not one of the rivers has been in fresh. And in |
Palmanair and parts of the Gudiattum Talook, in the north-west of the district,
the want of water, even for dcqnestic purposes, is reported to be severely felt.

L ‘:The Collector submits returns of the rain-fall, cultivation, and prices,
‘giving a comparison with the similar statistics of last year at this date.. As,“
however, the fall of rain during the latter months of 1866 was unusually copious,
‘and as the prices were seriously affected by the severe scarcity with which the
distriet had been visited in June, July, August, and September of that y.eaf; this

~ comparison is not of much value.  On reference to the statistios of their Office, th

' Board find that the average rain~fqll of the district from July 1st up to the end o

October is 13'19 inches, (ascertained from the actuals of five years,) whereas in

 the present year only 11-94 inches"' had fallen up to the same date, or alittle less |
_than half the average annual @istrict rain-fall which is 28-43 inches, ascertéin #
from the details of five years. The . awemag_ve‘ cultivation, arrived at in the sam

manner, is 313,251 acres of dry land, ahd 131,081 acres of wet land upto the en

of October, against 281,063 acres of dry land, and 98,253 acres of wet land A5

~ present year ; but, as observed by Mr. B,_pbifxfxson, these are mercly the returns of o
lands which have been sown, and by no me: present the prospective

supply of the district. The average pric ‘ id rog

of October (as ascertained from the Price Lists of that month for.

found to be Rupees 301 and Rupees 187 per garce, respectivel;

average selling price throughout the_iiistrigit during last October W

per garce for second sort rice, and Rﬁipeé 2 per garce fo;- ragg

5. It will thus be perceived that.thot ‘

considerably below the average, and though culti

alarming extent, the prices of the staple food-grains have n

that might have been expected under sach Gircumsta,t_xcés. The ost ps
feached appears to have been 74 measures per Rupee (Rupees 427’ per garce), at
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which rate rice was selling at Palmanair on the 25th ultimo.
at the same place at 113 measures per Rupee (Rupees 284 per
day These grains are now selling at 9 and 1 3% measures per
at Madras.

6. These prices, as alre: ady remarked, are not so hich as mwht have been

garce) on the same
Rupee, 1espect1vely,

e .

:Rilo'gy was .seuing \

ertidionrg:

anticipated, but unless there should be an early and propitious change in the
- pects of the season, prices must rise much higher, and even if rain does fullprtf. 'y
; Mo ok !

* losses of the agriculturists must still be very heavy,

7. Appearances are now very 'c!1r9atemnrr and tum,ly Pl‘eparatxons should be
made to meet any crisis which  may oceur, Fmtunately the district is supplied )
with radlway communication, and probably there are sufficient supbhes of iOOd- -
L grain in other districts, which will doubtless reach North Arcot in due courser‘
s should necessity arise.  The Government have already authorized thi Collector to $

commence any works which lie may find necessary for the relief of the poor ln

~any particular locality ; but the Board wonld beg to suggest that immediate Gitsl i
should be directed to the rapid eompletion of those lines of road by which gram;

will reach those parts of the district which are not in the immediate vicinity of the

£

zallway :
8. They would strongly recommend that a special grant of funds should bev

‘at once sanctioned for this purpose, Thereis a very important line of road from
Tnpu{ty station easterly to Naidupett, now under construetion, on an estimate of
Rupees 34,000, of which Rupees 17,000 have been expended, which might WIthf
oreal advantage at once be oump]niod from such a grant as that indieated, 'l‘he
‘game may be said of the roads fromi Coopum :md Palmanair, on Banmxlom :
bmnch north-easterly to Vencatagherryeottah and Palnanair, .\mw to Poloor and

.Ch@u’“f, Wandiwash to Arcot and many others, which are the avenues by which |
grain will enter the district. These lines open the district to supplies from M; «dras,
South Arcot, Nellore, Mysore, and the Western Districts. Some expenditure mwht :
also be very advantageously made in sinking wells along these lines of road, ag
“well as in any other localities whore the want of drinking water is folt.

9. The Board would name 50,000 Rupees as a suitable sum at present, and if |

“this be sanctioned at once, the Collectm and Superintending Engineer can proceed ;

immediately with the works. :

10. The Board have gone carefully over the Road Fuand Budgets of the year, |

and find it impossible to divert funds for these roads without stopping others quu,e

as important. ,

11. The Board would also suggest that all the subordinate officers of the
Revenue Department in the fracts of country, likely to be affected by scarcity, :

“should be freely supplied with medicines for distribution to the people, as scarcity -

;18 always more or less acwmpamed by disease. They should also be warned to
give timely notice if the services of Dressers should be needed.

12. If these precautionary. preparations ave made, the Board believe that all

will be done which the occasion at present*demands, and if nnfortunately matters

e

:

should become worse instead of improving, as there is yet reason to hope they may |

do, the experience which was gained last year will eanse no difficulty to be feltin

} es( ablishing Relief houscs

~t >~

aud initiating Famine Relief works, should they be found =
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13. As regards the Madras District, the Board have requested the Collector
and Supermtendmg Engineer to meet them and discuss its needs, and they will
address Government separately at an early date on this subject. Mea.nwhlle, they
think it would be well to attach two more Ass1stants to the dlstrwt 80 as to be pre-

pared for the worsﬁ

‘,_)

No.. 323 From‘thse Seeu etary to the Board of Revenue, ta the Secreta;ry to
Government ‘Revenue Department For'c St. Gearge, dai;ed Madras, 16th

- December 1867.

ol W1th reference to the concludmg paraorraph of the Board’s Ploceequs s
under date 14th December 1867, I am directed to report, for the infor matmn of'

- Government, that the Board bave this day conferred W1th Mr Faue and Oolonel. |
~ Boileau regarding the. Madras District. i
: 2. They have ascertained from the Collector that althouo'h he has not as yet
" received any specmlly unsatisfactory accounts of the condmou of the people of the" g

district, the prices are high in all quarters, and they are said generally to have g
slightly upward tendency. Mr Fane has but retmntly resumed charge of the

~ district, and is not therefore i in a posmon to give more. complete information as to
_ its present position and pmspacts but the

" been so unsatisfactory as to induce him to e
vation, &e., than are at present before

be sub1mtted to Government

Returns have been received

Bam~fall in the Maﬂx‘a.s:

Total... | 1065|1818 | 16:82 2626 | 84:50 | 10636

s D el =P e

£ ‘of‘-»aﬂ’ans in some Iocahtms has
faller details of prices, culti-
en these are recewed they w1ll

B, “ The Dmtnct Monthly“

; g ‘ g | in the Board’s Office up to
Faalien.i % £ | g 1 g L the end of November and
: ;g 30 [ &1 3 e the marginal statement e;xlnu‘{\”1 ]
B s e i SRR bits the aIarmmg intelligence
Ina | dns 4 2 Plsy | ben | ot thet the, rainfall d h
1278 s | 0l ‘523 ggg ‘ Ogg ZZ§ ,153(‘;2 esent i i
1272 .| 2:00| 465| 286| 565, 5521 20°68| present revenue year (Fusl
1273 .| 8:80| 402|291 11238 289 2660 | 1y o o less than half Y)
1ore | Vsl 583l 841 | 562 1085 2726 T, ndt e
0 ' 980| .. | 167| 221| 7461 14:13| average rain-fall up to the

same period of the vear. A
| | ! reference to the Cultivation
| Average...| 213| 363| 3:36 | 525 690} 2127 | Return sheWs however, that

“Fuslymw‘I“‘z-‘dé‘..ﬁfzf-’?z‘ ‘*2f34_ﬂ; ' g 9'91 b, deﬁ‘”e“t water
L ks e -;has notas vet had any s i
* \A\erage cultwaatmn B to the month of No- i 23?8%8 - ous eﬁ'ect in dlmm“hmg the»«,j" el
vgmber i e 2 extent of Jand sown wﬂshv" 4
her in. rosent year. 2.8 643 =1
Cultivation up to NO"M il 3 %  cercals,* but, as observed

the Board in regard to the North Arcot District, the extent of Iand under crop TN
f the harvest, as a

bad season is & very poor. criterion of the pmbable ouf-t
large proportion of the seed put down does not germinate, @ﬁﬂ‘a'stﬂl larger propor.,
tion of the crop does not come to matunty in consequenc :

|

\ v"» /
rain, !

4. Thereis every reason Wear 100, that the gram stocks of the dxstmct musb

be much exhausted, for the severe drought of the early part of 1866, and the drain

; Wmt 0f seasonahle ‘
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| Qollector and Superintending Engineer a liberal discretion in the matter of ¢

. ing extra agency

' most anxious to hay
 Board in their Proceedings,

" No. 524.

~ improvement of
© Arcot District wh
" advantago on the

. eyentually so serio
. the sum of Rupees 5

4  Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue I)epartmenl,
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which they must bave sustained owing to the famine prices which ruled durin the
latter half of that year, would have had no other effect upon them. : g

9. Under these circumstances, the Board are of opinion that it is only prudent
that precantionary measures of the same nature as those recommended by the

Board for North Arcot, should be taken in the Madras District also.
6. The marginal list of

No. 1. Chunambett to Trunk Road.
,» 2. Ponuery to Pulicat. 5 . hibits the lines by which, in the opu;mln
Py ? (V)'Otﬁkont‘,d"?) Timill:) Road. of the local oﬁcers, food wﬂl be drawn
s 4. Vulloor to T . T S
"5 Wallajabad tl‘;uill‘rnnkallloa 1 into and distributed through thed.mtniet, e :
,» 6, Konnatur to Streepermadur, and the Board strongly re >
,» 7. Utramalloor to Ghingleput. 1 il commeh&fhut‘ -
8" MrivellonotaNsgAlapoorm. a special grant of Rupees 50,000 ba mndg Yo
ys» 9. Extension &mf the Cheyur gnd Chotpa- fOT their completion. } _
kam road towards the North Arcot 7. The Board have gone thnoug!'t 5 ‘

frontier.
i the Road Fund Budgets of the pmseni
'and eoming years with Mr. Fane and Colonel Boilean, : nd they concur with these' |
| gentlemen in considering that the requisite fands cannot be made avallﬂble ﬁot my \‘i
of theso linés without hindrance to othor equally useful roads.
: 8. Colonel Boileau informs the Board that he has estimates prepm-e& fmh
agncultuml repaivs to the amount of Rupees 1,836,000, a large number of wbmh :
{eannot be executed for want of fands. These, if unhaplnly the season should not 4 i
“improve, will afford suitable means of prowdmg empioym,ent for the able-bndwd ‘; : u;

9. It will be necessary in thm dmﬁfct, as well as in North Axeoﬁ, to g

for the prosecution of these special works., *
10. In conclusion, I am fo state that tha Collector oxpresses '73
a the services of the additional Assistzmta recammeud*

dated 14th December 1867. e TR

2 ' 1. The GQV&WM appr he
Miscellaneous. v Board’s suggestion. Ut attonis ":{';." e
' more immediately directed to the further
the lines of road by which grain will reach those parts of th o North |
ich are remote from the Railway, thereby conforring a permanent |
district, even should the present threatening scarcity not ¥
us as now seems probable, and they resolve accordmgly o
0,000 at the Collector’s disposal for employment in the n
jon with the Superintending Engineer, enforcmgwﬁq; Sl
portance of using a portion of this sum for sinking wells alaﬁgibe “:".'?,

lities where scarcity of drinking water is exper rienced.
ral, Indian Medical Department, will be instrueted to
dicines required for distribution ih the

proposed in ommunicat

game time the im
roads in those loea
9 The Inspector Gene

mect the Collector’s requisitions for me

 talooks. g8 s .
: 2 The Government also approve the Box:ﬂ’s similar rocounmendath-xx, on
" behalf of the Madras Du»tru.t and sanction accordingly a special grant of the sume

Ay 21

i
e

*
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amount (Rupees 50,000) f ’ - < 3.

Bourd. (Rupees 50,000) for employment there, in the manner indicated by the
4. As Mr. Gribble Turner’s servxces are not immediately required in the

Police Department, to which he stands posted, he will be temporarily attached to

the Madras District for special duty, and Mr. Glenny, now Assistant to the Col-

lector of Malabar, will be similarly attached to Madras for the present,

5. These gentlemen will join at once at the public cost.
(True Extract.)

(Slgned) W. HUDLESTON,
Secretary to Government,

To the Board of Revenue.

,, the Accountant General,
,, the Inspector General, Indian Medical Department.

,, the Department Public Works.
,, the Inspector General of Madras Police.
,, the Collector of N orth Arcof.
,, the  do. of Malabar.
,, the  do. of Madras.
,, H. G. Turner, Esq.
,» W. H. Glenny, Esq.

Exd. F, R. Bantleman,

pa-dne oy e
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