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Proceedings of the Madras Goves ent, Revenue I)epariment. :

No. 260.  Read the following latfer fror o
b B Secrgtary to Go#emment,_a;{a enue DepartxnentJ Fort. St. Goo f'gé, danid
Madvas, 25th October 1867, No. 845 e S :

1. I have the hongr to forwafd ot the coﬁsidemtion and orders of Govern-
- ment, a Report by Licutenant C. J, ker, Deputy Conservator
Mallays and the Kolroyen Mallays, two s he S
2. This report is interesting in connection with that sub tted, by the same
- Officer, a year ago on the J evadi and Yellagirvi Hills, of the same d.ijsi‘rict, recorded
in the Proceedings of Government, dated 17th May 1866, No. 1,173.

8. I am not aware of any published record relating to these ranges, 1
rgm_ember to have seen the MS, Proceedings of the Geological Burvey, when My
Bruce Foote examined the mountains of the Salem District. Tt might be useful t(; ,‘
print Lieutenant Walkers report, with an extract of the Geological Memoir, for ;‘g
permancnt record in the ““ Journal of Seience” or ¢ Quarterly Journal of Medicir,xe. s

4. Government will doubtless refer to the Board of Revenue for their opinior.;"‘«i .
as to the best mode of dealing with the Poligars. I would simply urge the
a.dvisa,bility of obtai_ning a long lease on reasonable terms, with a view to securing |
the conservancy of the adjoining Government forest. This poliey has  been
recommended by Her Majesty’s Seeretary of State. ' el

5. ‘Lie i lke I PATAGTEPL 01, ¢ mﬁ,
boundary between the nd Poligar forest. a1
involve no ,9t_i‘tfitional"but_la,

epﬁty Conservator of Forests, Salem and South Arcot, to the

From Lientenant C. J. WATLKER,
Camp at Jevadi Hills, 12th October 1867, No. 131.

Conservator-of For.sts, d‘atgd
e i . |

1. .Ihave the honox to submit a Report on the forest resources, &e., of the Kolla Mallays,
and part of the range of hill: k'p'o'v@ as the Colroys, in the Salem District. :

2. The Kolla Mallays are’
tance into the Rasupuram Subtdi
the east, On the south-¢ast and south they extend mearly to th
District. The area may be roughly stated as 150 square-miles, ©a - ‘
ciim;;té’isé idered very
d for this ide Fever is
00 to 3,500

nts state

,‘tnated principally in the Namkul talook, but qitend some dis~
vision of the Salem talook on the north, and the Ahtur talook on
oundaries of Trichinopoly

3. These hills hﬁye been seldom visited by Europeans, aud th
unhealthy by the natives of the plains. I can, however, see no groun
doubtless prevalent at some seasons, as the height of the hills, which varies from 2,5

- fect above the level of the'ecar isuubitliss that ot Whichfevore prova i1 tha ied
| that, us a rule, they enjoy good health, and tuemp 1ysique is not that
{  attacks of fever of a virulent‘de?cription; B ' 1%
4. The plains and valleys o the hills are extensively cultivated, the principal erops b'éiﬁg
5 : . Buller* (blackt) Raggy, Kodra} .(hi‘l-l‘-rice;v),i o
t é&‘ﬁ:ﬁié‘lﬂéﬁfm - DBajira, § and a little rice (Dhan). The hills 8 o
% g::;g?lﬁr(iz)spicatu. very well supplipdi : with watfrf, many .stzeatm'g
~ running all the year round. The soil is:

and would, I think, be favorable for the growth of Teak.

Al
" B. There is little timber of value on the upper portions of the hills, all having eVicon;tly
been felled years ago, when the land was cleared for cultivation. On the slopes; Dindugay
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i ) taitibas ( Doty aslia chebla), and Chita-
(Conocarpus Latifolia), Naga (Conocarpus—S8. P.), Kadukai (Terminalia chebla), an :
. 11 g O 1 : Orte o 3 neiewooc
tagong (Cedrela Toona), are fonnd in some quantity.  Jack and the common sorts of junglewoo
are plentiful,

Sandalwood is found on the upper part of the hills, and the number OI”..‘-"”'I“':! trees C‘:"ie"{""l
my expectations, There are, roughly speaking, several thousands in the various Nads, :1".1(1' all are
' héalth}’, althongh wmany have been damaged by cattle drivers and others, who cut off the bar}{
(which they chew instead of betel), and otherwize injure the trees for want of better c?nployxnm;'...
The sandal is now strictly conserved, cleared of creepers, &c, and will form a source of eVl g
fature years. The wood 1s inferior to that found in Denkenikotta and elsewhere, but is still
aluable, 281 maunds sold last year from Salem Depdt realized Rupees 8-8-0 per maund. A
pmall quantity of billets and roots is ready for sale this year. A Forest Map of these hills, shew-
'ng‘ the sandalwood tracts, is being prepared.

6. Corrot Hitrs.—These hills are of larga extent (probably about 300 square-miles), and
Situated in the Uf-eﬂgm‘y and Ahtur talooks of Salem and Kullucoorchee talook of South Arcot.

1. They are not knowa to natives as the ¢ Colrays,”” or Colroyen Mallay,” that nam2 being

fined by them to two Poliputs, known as Peria and Chinna Colroyen.

8. The climate here also has invariably been reported as deadly, but I can see even lcsls
g i‘gasan for this belief than in the case of the Kolla Mallays. The highest point must reach to 4,505')
¥ f?et above the sen (my highest encampment was 3,915 feet), but I observed roughly up to 4,300
- fget., :}nd the inhabitants are all strong and robust. I have little doubt that the bad character of
thb.dlmate is propagated by the hill-men to prevent the intrusion of strangers, and that those few
dtives from the plains who have ventured up, doubtless find the * pickings’' to be derived so

_r_dutl"(.‘: ﬂ'\M“ﬂ\nr’ A a1 2
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. 9.~ The upper portion of the hills is all Poliput, being divided amongst five Poligars, viz.,
Peria Culroye.n and Chinna Colroyen, in the Salem District, and Ari yagovinden, Karoomagovinden,
and Jedyagovinden, in the South Arcot Distriet,

« 10.  Report says that these hills were
left on the advent of some ‘* Swami,”

Conjeveram and settled on the hills.
in the enclosure of the Kuna Ramen
which is stated to be 99 years old !
present proprietors.

originally inhabited by men of ¢ Beder’ caste, who

and were replaced by the present holders, who came from
In the resords of the Inam e

Coil (within the limits of Peria Colroyen), the writing on
and to establish the 8Wing of the land at that date to the

g SRR

gmmission is a report of a stone

.11. The Collector and I carefully examined this stone, and we are of opinion that it raust bo
’z @nmdered as ubterly devoid of credit. It is fully exposed to the ation of the sun and rain. and it
18 well known. that no Ston@‘ebu@“;'emain thus exposed for sueh g number of years wit‘u«;uz the
letters becoming almost, if not altogether, illegible, whilst some of these, especially the dates, are

clearly and distinctly ogby | | S dalen,
% b 12, 1 did not in the present tour visit th
my-visit to the Perig and Chinsa-Oclroyen: -

e Poliputs of the South Arcot Distriot, but confined

15, It is these two Poliputs which have .given so-much trouble,
phstacles to forest congervancy in the Salem range, from the timber an
l been leased to contractors who issue licenses and tickets.

e
I 4

and presented go many

Much of the timber, &o.,

felled on
8, though it is difficult,

e i

thghj permits is, o our knowledge, folled in Government forest
sible, to bring legal proof.

14.  The contractors lately 1aid claim not only to the forests on the top but on the slopes of
the hills, owing to the Survey Department having placed their boundary stones round the foot or
the boundary of the village cultivation in the plains,

15.  The Poligars, however, have never, that I am

" Sty aware of, advanced any such claim,
although in South Areot they enjoy eertain rents from the p
K

! o 7 ;
lains as village or Kavelli Maniums.
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16.  To effect some better arrangement in the interests of the department was the main
object of my visit ; and the Collector, who had also to settle some points in connection with the
Inam Commission, kindly timed his visit soas to accompany me, ‘ :

17. The Poligar of Chinna Colroyen was absent, being in hiding from his creditors, but we
saw and conversed with his son, an intelligent lad of twenty or twenty-two years of age.

18.  The Poligar of Peria Colroyen (Lutchoomi Govinden) appeared to have no knowledge
of his own affairs, and has been apparenily much in the hands of the present holder of the timber
contract, who, it is generally believed, was in partnership with the late Tahsildar of Ahtoor talook,
Teagaraja Pillay, in this and other ventures, and received his aid in obtaining such contrasts
on favorable terms.

19. There appear to be no documents of any kind regarding boundaries, &ec., but, as before
said, the Poligar has never advanced a c¢laim to any but the summit of the hills, and it may be
taken that the * water shed,’ or natural boundary, is the true limit on the south and west, and
this view is strengthened by our finding in two places stones evidently cut, which had been placed
at the top of the downward slope, and in one case thrown down doubtless with a purpose,

20.  On the north and east the boundaries are the limits of the other Poliputs.

21.  There is no ripe timber on the upper portion of the hills, N aga, Dindugay, Kadukai, and
Chittagong saplings are found in some numbers, and a few young sandalwooed trees,

22, There are large numbers of ¢ Rottlera tinctoria,” from which the valuable *‘ Kupila
podi” is obtained, and the amount realized bythe contractor from this forest productalone in the
Chinna Colroyen, during last year, is stated to have been Rupees 2,000,

23. This man (who has the contract for both Poliputs) pays Rapees 100 for that of Peria,
and Rupees 120 for that of Chinna Colroyerper - annuw; the former agreement-hehrr-for tweagy
years, of which four have expired, and the latter for five, of which thres and a halfhave expired..

24. The Collector has proposed scttlement by paying the Poligars a fixed annual sum of
about Rupees 500 in excess of their respective estimated rentals, which the Government would
henceforth collect. The Peria Colroyen Poligar is desirous that this plan ba adopted, but the
Chinna Colroyen Poligar appears to prefer the payment of a yearly quit-rent, leaving his forests
to this department.

25. 1 beg particularly to request that you will bring to the notise of Government, how
valuable such, orindeed any, definite arrangement would be in the interests of this dspartment,
which is that mainly interested in the matter. The proposed plan of an annual payment to the
Poligar is, T think, the simplest and best mode of sottlement, both in the interests of Government
and the Poligars themselves, but it is of paramount importance that those forests should he
brought nnder conservancy as early as possible, ] ‘

26. Not only would the remaining forest on the top of the hills bs preserved from destruce
tion by the interlopers, whose only object is personal gain, but we would ‘save the Government
forests on the slopes, which are well wooded, from being denuded by illicit fellingon the passes
granted by the contractors, to prevent which would necessitate the employment of a very large
preventive establishment. s e

27, In our hands the forests would not only be carefully conserved for the present, but form
an important source of revenue for the future. Not to mention climatic considerations and the
decrease in water-supply, which 'will ensue if these forests are recklessly felled.

28. It is true that the contractor’s lease is, in dne case, (that of Perig Colroyen,) along one,
but if the Government become the landlord, I have no doubt he will he ready ta sub-let at a rate
which, if not remunerative at present, will at least prevent the loss of capital which is going on.

29.  As there is literally no ripe timber (such as he is bringing into the market) within the
contractor’s limits, I have directed him not to issue permits till the matter is settled, and I hope

that'you will approve of my action, and that the Government will not deem that I have exceeded my
powers in this liportant matter.

/t\,- H TR // PR B A - ‘w



3 teporjpn the Somth Arcot thputs after inspection, I am now m.
i jotwt&anth ‘Areot on the subject. N A
uest the sanction of Government to establish Tannas or Chewkxes on the
which the timber taken by contractors must pas and be checked. -
Gﬁmtor of Yma Govinden Nad, who passes most of his
Catapuﬂﬁy, where there are valnu.ble Government forests.
al’f adopted to ensure no. unnecessary inconvenience to the confrac-
will be ehanged from. time to time to the various paths, leading from the
ﬁvork aﬂ the portxon!“ whmh lie within the lumta of his contract, the
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7. The Government, however, do not doubt that considerable improvement
can be effected in the present state of affairs, and they have full reliance on
Lieutenant Walker’s mtelhgent and zealous administration of his charge, to do all
in thls directxon that is feamble.

(True Extract.) i

o i, (Signed) W. HUDLES’I‘ON

éecretary to Government.

To the Oi’ﬁciating ConSerﬁfj;i-‘_ of Forests. ey Ls 7‘ - . —'
5, the Board of Revenue. AR
»» the Inspector General, Medical Department, }

i ,» the Curator, Government Museum, _ Wlfh;:}l;! Ofx%eﬂﬁepo“ on the Jevadi and
,» the Liiterary Society, a.gxr gt SEi o e
,, the Agri-Horticultural Society. Ak e
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