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.~  Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Deparitment,

G ‘ 4th December 1867.

No. 64, Read the following letter from the Secretary to the Government of
India, Home Department, to the Secretary to the Government of Fort St.

", “ George, dated Simla, 20th September 1867, No. 63-4,691 :—
1. Under instructions received from the Home Government in the year
. ) 1856, the Government of India had
Sti\%ﬁtgz}?;;gfzcaﬁegrgg’rfgﬁf;°f Directors, o tered upon a consideration of the
means by which a general Census of the
population of India might be taken in 1861 ; but the undertaking was postponed
Stz;"]igg?,l lngggtzght(kspﬁftary of State, No. 1 o it was felt that it would not be pru-
| dent to make a general enumeration of
the people so soon after the violent disturbances by which a great portion of India

had recently been agitated, and from which the country was not even yet in all
parts quite free.

2. The proposal to take a general Census was revived in a communication
from the Government of Bengal, dated
.the 4th May 1865, (No. 3,185), in which
it was urged that the considerations which led to the postponement of the Census
of 1861 no longér existed, and that the want of anything like even an approximate
knowledge of the population was much felt in every department of the Adminis-

Public Proceedings, June 1863, No. 36.

. tration. -
3. Concurring in these views, the Governor General in Council submitted
: \ Publie D o S o, 47 to Her Majesty’s Government a recom-
uoficsﬁ';s%{:ft(; dt105tlf ?srfgfy of State, No. mendation that arrangements should be

, made for undertaking a gencral Census
in 1871, on the understanding that when the time approached the measure would,
if necessary, be suspended, as it wasin 1859, \

4. The Becretary of State in reply expressed his concurrence in this recome

) oD t b Secret £ State. N " mendation, and it now remains for the
Cr T . . . ’
$ Pué)(l;lif 108582,°dat2‘&”§bhese§t§l§be‘}, ¥ 2% Government of India to give effect to

» the proposition. Meanwhile, a Census
of the population of the North-Western Provinces was taken in January 1865, and
a Census of the population of the Central Provinces in November 1866,

5. Iam now directed to transmit a copy of the Secretary of State’s Despatch
last mentioned, together with copies of the Census Reports of the North-Western
aud Central Provinces, and to request that the subject of the proposed general
Census in 1871 may be taken into consideration, and that the Government of India

may be furnished, by the 1st January 1870, with a report as to the best mode of

effecting it, together with remarks on other points connected with the matter, ‘

6. Should circumstances render the taking of such a Census objectionable,
I am to request that they may be fully explained. But inthe meantime it is desir.
able that the local Authorities and District Officers should use every effort to
familiarize the minds of the people, who may be likely to regard with suspicion
a measure, the purport of ‘which they do not fully understand, with the idea of a
Census, to be taken sooner or later in the Province or District in which they may
be residing.

in 1859 in consequence of the mutinies, -
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7. A further communication will be addressed to you, after consultation with
the Statistical Committee, in regard to the nature of the Census Forms and Returns,
“which should, it is obvious, be uniform for all Provinces.

A NP e e b

From the Secretary of State for India, (Public,) to Iis Excellené] the Righ't Honorable the !

: Governor General of India in Council, dated India Ofice, Loundon, 8th September 1863,
‘ No. 66. -

: I have considered in Council your Despatch No. 47, dated the 15th of June last, and I have

tostate, in reply, that I concur in the opinion which you have expressed, that arrangements
« should be made for undertaking a general Census of Dritish Indis in the year 1871.

PPV

Transf_erred to the Revenue Department.
' (Signed) A.J. ARBUTHNOT,

(e~

Forr St. GEORGE,

Chief Secretary.
25tk October 1867, , .
f "
. No. 65. Ozpre tnereow, 4th December 1867, No. 2,887. i
v Miscellanoous, 1. Referred to the Board of Reve-

*

nue for report, with reference to para- :
- graphs 5 and 6 of the above letter,
: 2. The Board’s attontion will be given to the remark in paragraph 6 as to
© the necessity of familiarizing the minds of the people with the idea and object of

a Census, but it is observed that there is nothing novel ip the idea in this Presi-
dency. ' [

)

(True Extract.) ’
(Signed) W. HUDLESTOXN,

t _ Secretary to Government.
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To the Board of Re;enue, with threo pamphlet
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