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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

28th November 1867. x

No. 534. Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the

Public Works Department :—

Board requesting that, in future, proposals made

Passing orders on letter from Secretary Revenue ]

by Department Public Works to transfer funds

for the repairs of irrigation works from one \-(Here enter 23rd November 1867, No. 3,641.) -

remarks of the Board and District Officers before

district to another, may be referred for the J

disposal by Government.

No. 535. Onpmr THEREON, 28th November 1867, No. 2,828,

Irrigation, No. 17.

Ordered to be recorded.

Fxd. 8, T, Avgustis.

(True Extraci:.)

(Signed) F. H. WILKINSON,
Acting Under Secretary to Government.
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_ DProceedings of the Madras Government, Public Worls Department,
_ | 23rd November 1867. |

No. 519. Read the following letter from the Secrctary to the Board of,' Revenue
to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort St. George’

dated Madras, 28th October 1867, No. 7,012 :— ,

1. With advertence to Order of Government, Department of Public Works,
dated 2nd October 1867, communicated with the Proceedings in the Revenue
Department, under date 4th October 1867, No. 2,334, I am directed by the Board
of Revenue to request that, in future, when proposals are made by the Department
of Public Works to transfer funds for the repairs of irrigation works from one
district to another, they may be referred for the remarks of the Doard and the

district Officers before disposal by Government.

9. TIn the case under notice, it will be in the recollection of Government that
the Board, in their Proceedings under date 24th April 1866, No. 2,877, brought to
the special notice of Government the state of disrepair into which the irrigation

works of the two Government talooks of the Vizagapatam district had been allowed

to fall ; that they at the same time observed that the same complaint was received -

from many districts, and that they had reason to anticipate serious effects on the
revenue and on the gencral prosperity of the country, if eflcetive means were not
specdily adopted for checking and remedying the evil.

3. The Government in their Proceedings in the Department of Public Works,
under date 17th May 1866, No. 1,587, while calling for a statement of the works
nceding repair, and remarking that much might apparently be done by enforcing
the ordinary village labor, observed that the grants for the repair of works of
were very limited, and that they were distributed throughout the districts
in such manner as the Government considered most advantageous. The Govern-
ment were pleased also to observe that, under such circumstances, general state-
ments such as those made by the Board could not reccive attention.

4. Tn their Proceedings, under date 25th May 1866, No. 3,608, the Board
called upon the Collcctor of Vizagapatam for the required return of irrigation works
bserved that it was preciscly because they were aware of the

irrigation

out of repair, and o

utter inadequacy of the very
the repairs of the numerous irrigation works on which the revenue of the State

was so largely dependent, that they so often pressed on the consideration of Govern-
ment the absolute necessity of devising some means of augmenting the amount.

5. Eventually, with their Proceedings under date 8th October 1866, No. 7,216,
the Board submitted the Collector’s report upon the wants of the two talooks of
Vizagapatam, both in regard to new works and repairs, remarking that no observa-
tions from them were necessary to establish the imperative necessity of some special
effort for tho restoration of the irrigation works of the district if the revenue was
to be maintained.

6. The Government were accordingly pleased to make the large provision for
irrigation repairs in the Vizagapatam district, which is adverted 'to by the Acting
Superintending Engincer of the 1st Division. The Board submit that, after such
strong expressions of their views as those recorded abuve, the transfer of these
funds should not have been made to another district without any reference to the
Board, and contrary to the wish of the Revenue Officer in charge of the district,
merely because the Acting Superintending Eugineer, in opposition to the views

limited sum assigned to the Madras Government for .
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7. The Board now regret that, wl '
Ordey unn e i ‘_\u[,’?\t lwl:: ,:\x‘ Y 1: ?Im}- rece u-(..d a copy (.)f the Government
R, o ””.“u"hri; ." S67, No. ..,U'I'J, they did not desire the Collector to
had merely to be yoferre | (‘“ m, but they b.ticved that the previous R
insure tho‘rv'w:t- “reed o, 3 it doubtless woull e by the Collector, in order t0
Jeetion of the Acting Superintending Enzincer’s proposal.

8. The B are
tendins }.:l'f‘:;:i;tr.‘l]’I";:"lb}‘ \nf)t‘- -“IP"n Reopy “.f"h“. Colloetor's lettor tn.ﬂxc Superin-
been far better to (’“H»l(,\.“,{\’] I:\:.L\- (-lnn(\:xr Wity Lim in thinking that at would have
. ath ¢ ’ el . : S .
made for g special llxll‘l):;>(' 11.11-1,):1“3 ‘ ‘ l}-“m”m ’.IH o nrdu‘r © ut:].n:(} tl:c ;?'la.ms
quite aware that the luh-’ d-.‘ “ ' Praidr the xu‘nv]s lsewhiere. The l.f»:m .r.lro
Revenue D«'I»:utmunt to the d]|; w vl 1“:“. l.u:d.f ware trarsfned fiom t_lc
principal cause for the d] ‘f- -; I “tn“f Public -“ vk, ”,l.‘M ll;“.o uetes ul::
this dilienlty woull I 1w which Las taken plies in expeonding tue amount, bu
. ‘”) would have heen iyt by the Collo tor's propes 1
pm-,,g,tm,g' xlth”r,.\lf;:plzll;':: th lhﬂ‘runmrk of (:'z:v Aotine N t rintending Iazineer i.u
tlm(’i«lul‘ubiniun that w ‘[r L ("""“-'mu.--;.'. the D oard dircet mo ) expross thuir
male for irrieai n; r .lm- r o cireumatanees shoul 1 a smaller annual allotment be
o repuns than ten por eeat, o the revenne of the Laned dependent

on the worls . fepentt
NSyoamd thev trust that the more Lioral policy in resand t irration
[ sutionite 4 will (‘:mMO

tils t bhe ey o
t (1 ¥l l-l\‘lll.lu!}', Il annt ll reverrto ‘.X"".ll U“, irfg':»l'.\"l l.l:l'l i” ”l(‘ two

talohs under notice 11 ab ot I:"l"'” 2 00 thu*, without iuv!u\iing the [nam
Linds, an allotment o af Leaa Lan cs 2 ou) should he wale annuatly, in order t0
keepthe works in propor repaar, and the xecptional expen liture of Rupees 41,000

altry

1n the prese .. L . : ) . ;
present year, would cort dndy not have ieen tow mucly, considering the p

woales whi} .
’ v 1!(\1 l!:rn!'].‘- 1o EEMILITIL Livesl biv oo i

outlry which had been made in Previous years,
-

10, The Bord alsy dosies s to point out the filiey which underl

lnf';:umvnt male w2 of by the Acting Saperint nding Ensincer in parazray

113 ](-tl(.‘l'. If. 1» How “‘.-“ LIIU\\‘H tfl.l(' i“ COTne ‘lu‘,n“‘ l'f ”XC l)“.(.“ “f‘ :\'_;l‘i(‘lllt'urul

produce having riven to three thnes whatit was twonty years ago, while Lurdl ae s
talen up and Leld

ics tho

hoo ()f

N o M . -
ments have been reduend, a very Loge quantity of hind is now
wvs, agricul-

as obtained
sent day

on puttah with a very precarious supply of water. Whereas, in formerd.
taral operations wers not a paying spreulation unless a fair crop w
which eould valy be securcd by a full supply of water, the ryot of the pre
will be 1o loser if ho can secure a third of a crop from the scanty waier supply
which i3 now so frequently all that is adrdad to him by the defeetive irrigation

works, The general shortncss of crops also, which for some years lias been an
,and Las beenoften incorrectly deserib-

almost univeesal compliint in the Provine «
rreat measure attra-

cd us wholly the result of adverse seasons, i+ doubtless ina
butablo to the general disrepaic of the irrization works.

11. In conclusion I am to obwcrve that the Doard have
tieo which the Acting Superintending Engsince
ree of the oth paragraph of
vccasivnally come before

now, for the first
r 5o confi-

‘dontly ag<erts to Lo weueral, in the concluding sente

Lis letter.  Tu fact, fiom tho complaints which Lave

L3rd Nocember 1867, ’
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them from the holders of Inam lands, they were under the impression
that the contrary was the case. From the remarks on this subject in the following
paragraph of his letter, the Acting Superintending Engineer is apparently ionoranat
of the Order of Government, under date 11th August 1865, No. 1,871, %vlli:h gave
to all holders of registered irrigated land on Inam tenure the right to water fo: the

same without any charge.
Transferred to the Department Public Works.
(Signed) W.IIUDLESTON,

5¢h November 1867, Secretary to Government, R. D.

OrpER THEREON, 231d November 1867, No. 3,64‘1.

1. The Superintending Engineer
of the 8th Division, in his letter of the
95th July 1867, No. 828, having shown

that the outlay on irrigational repairs in the Meldr talook of the Madura district .
had been very inadequate for several years past, and that, for the amelioration of the
distressed condition of agriculture in that talook, it was necessary that additional
funds should at once be placed at his disposal to carry out the works he had in hand,
the Government, on looking about for the means of increasing the allotment to
Madura, were led to think that perhaps funds might be obtained from the exception-
ally large assignments for agricultural repairs that had becn made fo the districts
of Tanjore and Vizacapatam. The Superintending Kngineers of the 1st and 6th
Divisions were accordingly called upon to report whether the whole of their allot-
ments under that head could bo properly spent, and, if not, what portion of them

No. 520.
IRRIGATION, No. 20.

could be given up for transfer.

2. In reply the Sﬁporintcnding Engiueer of the 1st Division reported that, in
Lis opinion, not more than Rupces 20,000 could profitably be expended on irrica-
D -

tion repairs in Vizagapatam, and that the remaining Rupees 21,000 of the allot-
ment might be transferred ; but, having neglected to mention whether the Collector
concurred in this opinion, Captain Beckley was desired, in Proceedings under date
the 24th August 1867, No. 2,594, to supply that information. In eomplying with
that requisition Captain Beckley forwarded a copy of a letter from the Collector, in
Mr. Master objccted to parting with any portion of the money assigned to his
t for the repair of its irrigational works, as the whole of it, he believed, was
required, and might, he thought, be spent through the agency of Goomastahs
appointed for the purpose. This Captain Beckley did not dispute, but he explained
that, though there would be no difficulty in spending cven much more than the
whole of the Llupces 41,000 allotted to Vizagapatam in the manner suggested by

than Rupees 20,000 could, in his opinion, be properly laid

the Collector, not more
1mand of labor and a larger amouunt of trustworthy super-

out without a greater con
intendence than were at his disposal.  Fully agreeing with this opinion, and taking

into consideration all that the Superintending Engineer of the 8th Division, and
] the Board of Revenue itself had brought
fi’lii ?:fustls 7, No. ;’?g' to notice in its various Proceedings as
24th Sept. . . 6,13L per marzin, of the ill condition of tho
tanks in tho Meldr talook of Madura,

the Madranticum talook of Madras, and the Polur talook of North Arcot, and of

which
distric
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them from the holders of Inam lands, they were under the impression
that the contrary was the case. From the remarks on this subject in the following
paragraph of his letter, the Acting Superintending Engineer is apparently ionoranat
of the Order of Government, under date 11th August 1865, No. 1,871, %vlli:h gave
to all holders of registered irrigated land on Inam tenure the right to water fo: the

same without any charge.
Transferred to the Department Public Works.
(Signed) W.IIUDLESTON,

5¢h November 1867, Secretary to Government, R. D.

OrpER THEREON, 231d November 1867, No. 3,64‘1.

1. The Superintending Engineer
of the 8th Division, in his letter of the
95th July 1867, No. 828, having shown

that the outlay on irrigational repairs in the Meldr talook of the Madura district .
had been very inadequate for several years past, and that, for the amelioration of the
distressed condition of agriculture in that talook, it was necessary that additional
funds should at once be placed at his disposal to carry out the works he had in hand,
the Government, on looking about for the means of increasing the allotment to
Madura, were led to think that perhaps funds might be obtained from the exception-
ally large assignments for agricultural repairs that had becn made fo the districts
of Tanjore and Vizacapatam. The Superintending Kngineers of the 1st and 6th
Divisions were accordingly called upon to report whether the whole of their allot-
ments under that head could bo properly spent, and, if not, what portion of them

No. 520.
IRRIGATION, No. 20.

could be given up for transfer.

2. In reply the Sﬁporintcnding Engiueer of the 1st Division reported that, in
Lis opinion, not more than Rupces 20,000 could profitably be expended on irrica-
D -

tion repairs in Vizagapatam, and that the remaining Rupees 21,000 of the allot-
ment might be transferred ; but, having neglected to mention whether the Collector
concurred in this opinion, Captain Beckley was desired, in Proceedings under date
the 24th August 1867, No. 2,594, to supply that information. In eomplying with
that requisition Captain Beckley forwarded a copy of a letter from the Collector, in
Mr. Master objccted to parting with any portion of the money assigned to his
t for the repair of its irrigational works, as the whole of it, he believed, was
required, and might, he thought, be spent through the agency of Goomastahs
appointed for the purpose. This Captain Beckley did not dispute, but he explained
that, though there would be no difficulty in spending cven much more than the
whole of the Llupces 41,000 allotted to Vizagapatam in the manner suggested by
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Dcpartment
231d November 1867.

the urgent need of increased grants being made to those talooks, the Government
decided upon transferring the Rupees 21,000, that there was at least a doubt of
being able to spend properly in Vizagapatam, in equal proportion to those threo
talooks where not only was money pressingly required, but it could be expended
with the greatest benefit and profit.

3. Asit is the duty of the Government to take care that the money placed at
their disposal shall not only be expended, but that it shall be expended to the
greatest possible advantage, they are satisfied that a re-distribution of the dispro-
portionately large sum allotted to Vizagapatam was nccessary, and they see no
reason to fear that it has not been made in a judicious manner.

4. The allotments to districts for agricultural repairs are too small to admit
of any part of them, as a rule, being given up at an early period of the year, and
it is generally only just bcfor(, its close that, if any sums are likely not to be
expended, transfers are made in adjustment of outlay or in order to utilize grants
to the utmost. The circuitous course of reference regarding such transfers which
the Doard recommend would probably prevent many of them Leing cffected, and
thereby cause a lapse of funds; and the Government are of opinion, that, under all
the circumstances, there is no reason to issue special orders on the sulject, but they
will be careful that the fullest consideration shall be given to each transfer that
may be proposed before it is ordered, and that a reference shall be made to the
Board when time will permit.

(True Extract.)

./’_
-
/ " "~
rv.}’ ol ¥ .'

Colonel, R. E,,
Secrclary to Government.

,,» Revenue Department. .
,» Superintending Engineer, 1st Division.

Exd 8. T. Avgustia.
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