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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
23rd November 1867,

, Read the following :— L
No. 422.  Proceedings of the Board of Revenie, dated 10th March 1866, No. 1,866.

Read the following letter from the Collector of Sea Customs, to the Secretary fo
the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 7th March 1866, No. 274.

1. Thave the honor to state that I purpose, if the Board has no objection, to
make some changes, with regard to certain classes of imported goods now stored in
the Custom House, and which in future should not, in my opinion, be brought into
itatall. , ' . u ~ , -

2. At Calcutta and Bombay iron is never stored in the Custom House, excepf
under Sections $2 to 55 of Act VL of 1863. It is taken direct to the consignees’ -
godowns by themselves when landed, and duty charged on the invoice weight.
Great inconvenience and trouble are caused by its being brought into the yard here.
It occupies a large space, and the time of several Clerks, who have other duties to
perform, is taken up in sorting, weighing, and delivering to consignees—duties
which the Custom House is in no way bound to perform. _

3. Metals of all sorts, such as corrugated iron sheeting, pigs of lead, sheet tin
copper, and ycllow metal, are also objectionable for the same reasons, and duties
can be collected on them without any difficulty.

4. Crates of crockery are a great nuisance. They are very large, and lumber
the yard to a great extent.

5. Machinery of all sorts, most of which is free, and 1arge empty iron cases,
are not required for examination, and can be passed direct,

6. I am aware that these proposals will, probably, meet with considerable
opposition on the part of the trade of Madras, as, if they are sanctioned, the Trade
will be obliged to provide their own machinery and cstablishment, for storing,

( General's opiion. d sorting, weighing, and delivering the
’ V"ﬁjb‘;&fxafgcs.enm # opittion, dated 17th goodsreferred to. As, however, Govern-

| ment is answerable for damage* occur-
ring to goods in the Custom House, there is no valid reason why goods should be
stored in it, which are only brought in for the. convenience of the trade. There is

also no reason why Government should provide shelter, &., for goods here; and not
at Calcutta and Bombay.

7. Ihave proposcd that, at present, only certain classes of goods should not
be stored in the Custom House ; but I have little doubt that, on trial;)it will be
discovered that other goods may be placed in the same list. Only terrper cent. of
exported dutiable goods are brought in for ezamination; and it is quite possible
that in many cases the same per-centage of imported goods also would be sufficient
for the purposes of check and examination. o |

8. I would suggest that the new rule be introduced on May 1st. This will
give ampie time for the Trade to make arrangements’ for removing the aforesaid
goods when landed in the same manner asall goods from free ports, coal, &c., which
are now taken direct from the Beach and Pier.

Communicated to the Chamber of Commerce, with the ihtirﬁétioxi‘ that the
Bodrd are rcady to consider any remarks the members may wish to offer on th

proposal, which it is requested may be forwarded at an early date, " “ e

A
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Proceedings of the Madras GGovernment, Revenue Department,
- 23rd November 1867,
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No. 423. . Proceedings of the DBoard of Revenue, dated 20th April 18G6,
No. 2,778.
Read again letter from the Collector of Sea Customs, dated 7th March 1800,
recorded in Board’s Proccedings, 10th March 1866, No. 1,655.

Rc:o.d also the following letter from the Chairman of the Chiamber of Comerce, to

the Sccretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 28th March 1866

1. I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the Procecdings Board of
I:'{‘evenuc, 10th instant, No. 1,655, communicating copy of a letter o the Board

9. Thoe Chamber an goo tS ilo}w stored in the .(,ustm'n House. . t
the hands of tho Colloct(l preciates the a.ttent-mn. \.vlnch this matter has fccmved a
: Y ctor, and recognizes in his proposals cvery desive to 8avO
fncon:cr‘nonf:c and t‘roublc to hLis department, and to place the conncction of
removal of cortain wonls o E) 1ion nt % 1c chang;us, as rcgard.s the mm:c 12
House godowns: can&x?;)t Ze li(::lrﬁ(}ilb .b:‘):m.]', vithout bm.ng brou.:_:ht into tho Lustou}
Madras uced without much inconvenicnce to the trade 0
' diatjﬁosiz;:‘i:x? oalzrliizssltzrtt]eie ti;\f‘f’rest.of consigx}ees of gnr{xls o .obtain l mm‘:
godowns, that tl,lcre need be ’;iull((; E:wa(: o l‘dndmg wd :Iclu'cry o thﬂ;‘ ‘::19

sic -

being unduly occupied. The heavy xI')(‘:: ll::-bilc;:lnbof(]th? e ”‘:“”0 :r(l)( :ddi'
tional inducement to the speeldy rr'n‘mv' ll f t!) O\V‘rlnn.t‘l.lt e a? nerates
Government for the expenses ine ) € e goods, whilo 1t remt

4. The accommodati(;n at ltllrrc(‘ in (kg chafgc of them. S8
and while no other means exist of ;‘Btm:l"st:vix II’ou]se i3 ample for prcs::ntllmfl’:; s’
until they can be examined so as to admi::f()t(;(: ?‘ml‘{d from VCSwh’- " .t:ro dx:n; ns:
the Chamber is of opinion that it would be c‘:Jr. ‘fi‘l romoval to P“vafﬁ & incon-
venience were the Government to shut the C‘ peitg traders to umwcc‘\f‘wy .

> Custom House codowns azainst them

5. At Bombay and Calcutta the facilities for lundin:md 5t0ri‘17|" goods 8
very different from those which exist et Madras, and mm:"l ‘thc Clmz\{:cr woul
cladly soe.uccomrnodatinn, independent of the C:lstmn l[m:s;: fur goods which are in
{:ro:}osscofxtmpor;z;tion, thei' trust that until the nccnmmm!.xti’m'n at present nﬂ'nrdct
y the Custom Houso godowns ean bLe dispensed wi Jov qt will 104
Ly any new arrangements, incrcaso the i:ch:m\'cnim‘a‘cl;l:x’tt::;i:crr'mtl;: Linding ©
» goods at a port so situated as Madras. The Chamber is not xlx\'ax;c that the bW
ness of the Madras Custom House is carricd on at anv undue cxpense, and whflo
thisis the case, tho Chamber i3 sure that Government will not refuso to_ bedf s
fair proportion of the trouble and inconvenicuce arising from the natural Jdisadvan:

e o . : ‘ ‘ s

tascs of the port. It isimpossible that these disadvantuzes can be overcome, 50 8

and Caleutta 1
~t

¢ years to completCs

| not Jecrecase the

. . . MYadl r
to place importers on the kame footing as thow in hmbay regd
to the landing of goods, without many chanzes which it will tak
and in the meantime the Chamber trusts that Government wil

facilitics which it bas hitherto granted.

ard resolve to

1. Inview of tho objections urged by the Chamber, the Do
poatpono the further conaideration of the Collector’s propusal.

T

N

£

. .

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
23rd November 1867.

2. They deem. it, however, highly desirable that the Mercantile Community
should "adopt measures for rendering themselves independent of the Customs
House accommodation in respect of the articles alluded to by the Collector.

——

No. 424. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 8th April 1867, No. 2,195.

Read the following lotter from the Collector of Sea Customs, to the Sccretary to
the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 8th March 1867, No. 225.

i ' 1. A ycar has clapsed since I

* Letter to Board, No. 274, dated 7th March 1866. 5 jregsed* the Board on the subject of

jiron being passed through the Custom House.

T tnted 20tk Apel 1866, oy xfl;CrTl:)ef Bgard, after consulting the

rd's Dros . . ommerce, postponed ¥

} consideration of my proposal, but sug-

gested that the Trade should adopt measures to render itself independent of tlr;e
Custom Ilouse.

3. No measures have, as far as I am aware, been adopted, or even thought of.

4. Whilc at Calcutta on the Tariff Committee, I made inquiries about the

mode of passing iron, metals, and other heavy goods, and found that the infor-

mation reccived by me previously was correct. Iron is sorted, weighed, and

dolivered by the Ship, or Ship’s Agents, and duty is charged on the invoiced

weight, the correctness thereof being checked by the Manffest, and

quantity and
f pieces landed, which is shewn by the Boat Notes.

the number o
5. I need not repcat here what

~ has been stated in‘iny former letter,+
but wish to shew the fallacy of some ,(;f
the arguments adduced by the Chamber
of Cominerce in their letter of March
28th, 1866, - |

Paragraph 3. Consignees do not in practice remove iron quickly; but even
if they did, my objection was to its being brought into the Custom House at all,”

not its remaining there.

% Letter to Doard, dated 7th March 1866, No. 274.

Board's Proceedings, dated 20th April 1866.

No. 2,778.

Paragraph 4. Why should Government provide a place for examination.

Government does not require to
Paragraph 9. Goods are landed at Bombay and Calcutta in boats from ships

in exactly the same manncr as here. At Bombay and Caleutta, merchants store
their own iron, why chould Government provide stores at Madras.
¢. I would propose at present to introduce the change only in the cases of

jron and other metals, such as corrugated iron, lead, tin, copper, am‘i yellow metal,
also machinery which is now all free,

67, from Caleutta. 454 would suggest that the Board should

examine iron.

Vide telegram of March 6th, 18
fix some time in the course of a few mo
introduced.

es— H

submit, for the

The Collector is requested to . :
abe r next, no mackinery, iron, or other metala

to the cffcct that after 30th of Scpter

nths, on which the system should be _

—.cd’s approval, a Notification, -

/

i
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Proceedings of the J[a/l-r‘a.s Gorernment, Recenue Department,
23rd November 1867,

Ynll :bo bro.ught into the Custom House, duty being charged where leviable on the
invoice weight. )

No. 425.  Proccedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 26th April 1867, No. 2,587.

Read the following letter from the Collector of Sea Customs, to the Secretary to the
Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 13th April 1867, No. 385,

%. Board’s Proccedings, No. 2,195, dated 8th instant. I have the honor to
submit, for the Board’s approval, a Notification to the effect that, aftor 30th Sep-
tember 1867, no machinery or iron will be brought into the Custox’n House.

o l2 As other metals pay 74 per cent. duty, on re-consideration I think it advisa-
e that they should not be entered in the present Notification,

Sm—

br'g:ufl I.Soarld approve of tho proposed Notification, which should be forthwith
published in the Guazette.  Tho Bard havo altered the date of the new rule coming
into force to the 1st January 1868,

o NOTIFICATION.
Teon ?v?ltll:xeo:sbhe:!clby g:lven that frorn. n?l afier the 31st Dzcember 1567, bulky Machinery and
horef o allowed to be broushit iuto the Custom Iouse. Ships® Agents and Consignees
must, therefore, make arrangements’to past such gouds direct from the beach

Sea Costox Hotse
' Signed) J. H. DLAIR
Mapzas, (Sig ,
; Collector of Sea Customs.

15th April 1667,

———

Proceedings. of the Board of Revenue, dated 13th November 1867,
No. 7,390,

Read the followi ; ; '

the 0 ° mg‘ letter from the Collector of Sea Customs, to the Secretary to

the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 7th November 1867, No 1,1738.

i - ' P ) .
o 1. In (t;om&xrd}mg:,'cop.) of a letter from the Chairman of the Chamber of
mm}crcc, at.c the th 1?stant, I have the honor to request you will be goo

cnough to obtain the Buard's reconunendation that the cxpense of building 8 W
round an enclosure for the reception of iron on the beach may reccive the sanction
of Government, and the work be carried out af onee.  Unless this is done, the 7@
passed by the Board * thatiron is not to ba received into the Custom House sfter
1st of January next” cannot be carried out, which is o matter of considerablo

importauce.
9. After consultation with tho Master Attendant, and the President of tho
h of the

No. 426.

-~

Municipal Commission, I have sclected a suitable spot of ground nort

Picr.

3. As the mercantile community anticipate that
experienced in making native merchants remove their iron expe
consented to levy, and collect godown rent in the same manner a

tho Custom house, with the express proviso that Government does not
the enclosure.

become liable for safe custody of, or damage to, any articles in !
4. No cxtra establishment will bo required, and tho expense of building tho

wull round the enclosurey will Lo probably recovered from godown rent collected.

some difliculty will be
ditiously, I have
s i3 now done in
thereby

[

W v L.

Procegclings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, .
23rd November 1867.

5. The 1 1chi i

‘ . Chaxflbe.r have cqnsented to build a weighing shed in the enclosure,

and to provide weighing machines; also to take charge of, sort, weigh, and deliver

. o folut |

iron, &:., on conlition that a Custom House officer passes all articles through the
o

delivery gate.

——

Yrom the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce; to the Collector of Sea Customs, dated Madras
5th November 1867. ’

1. 'With reference to past correspondence on the subject of the landing and storing of iron

._imported here, I am directed by the Chamber to inform you that they have every desire to meet -

your views.

- 2. They propose for your consideration that a sufficiently large space be appropriated for

~e

receiving iron as it is brought on shore, at a convenient spot on the beach, and that the Peons on
the beach compel all iron landed without a direct pass to be taken into this place ; the place to

. be enclosed at the expense of the Custom House, and godown rent to be levied by the Custom Ilouse
! us at present, on all iron kept beyond the period allowed for free stowage. The object of this ig

to prevent the enclosure being availed of by importers to an undue extent, and tgthe inconvenience

of the public. - .
8. Tt is understood that iron will not be allowed to be removed from the enclosure without a

Custom House pass,

SRR

1. Resolved that the foregoing lctter be submitted to Government, with the
Board's recommendation that tho immediate outlay necessary to carry out the
proposals of the Collector of Sea Cuastoms be sanctioned.

k 2. In March 1866, the Collector brought to the Board’s notice that great
inconvenicnce and trouble was caused by permitting iron, metal, machinery, &c., '

to be brought into the Custom ITouse yard. Ilestated thatin Calcutta and Bombay

_ these articles were taken direct to the consignecs’ godowns, and the duty charged
_ on the invoice weight; and he proposed to adopt the same course at Madras, as he

saw no reason why the Government of Madras should provide storage room for
these goods, and allow the time of its Custom House officials to be taken up in.

sorting, weighing, and delivering them. ‘ .
3. The Board communicated the Collector’s letter to the Chamber of Coms
merce,* and intimated to the Mcmbers

" ® Bhard's Proceedings, dat>d 10843054 1886,  that the Board were prepared to take

No. 1,053, daard :
’ ’ into consideration any remarks which

they might desire to offor on the Collector’s proposals.
4. In reply to the Board’s Proccedings, the Chairman of the Chamber of

Commerce stated that the proposed change of practice could not be introduced
without much inconvenience to the trade of Madras, and he alluded to the natural
r must feel to obtain an early delivery of his goods, and

age charged at the Custom Ilouse, as being effectual
of the existing system to the inconvenience of Govern-

ntrasted the facilitics for landing and storing goods
gt Caleutta and Bombay with those of Madras, and expressed a hope that the

inconvenicnee occasioned by the natural disadvantages of the port.

a

ould not sanction any change of practice calculated to increase the

N
=
!
|
{
1
i
‘ . L]
! anxicty which every trade
! ‘ -
' to the high rates of whare
| . guarantees againstany abuse
! .
: ment. In conclusion, he co
'
Government w
ro~Y -
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3. The Board were of opinion®* that there was some force in the objections ; ‘ L e ;
' S raised by the Chamber of Commerco P ¢ , ‘./z';"g_v' o L‘ . "% o
\‘Byoard’s_ Proceedings, dated 20th April 18,6, o the Collector’s propnsa], and t ¢ // ’ 1 g
No. 2,778. . 3 ;
resolved to defer the further considera- . _

tion of it for the time ; but they pointed out to tho Chamber that it was, in tho )
Board’s opinion, highly dosirable that the Chamber should adopt mcasures for
rendering themselves independent of the Custom House accommodation in regard
to the articles alluded to by the Collector., ,
6. Nearly a year after theso Proceedings were passed, the Collector again :
brought the subject under consideration, pointing out that no measures had been :
‘taken by the Trade in accordance with the Board’s suggestion, and reiterating the
arguments in favor of his original proposal, which had been adduced by him in
'his first letter on the subject. The Board accordingly authorized hia to issue a
Notification to the cffect that bulky machinery and iron would not bo admitted
into the Custom Ilouse after the 1st of January 1868, within which period it was
hoped that the Trade would have made their own arrangements to permit of these
articles being passed direct from the beach. h

' ¥ B
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7. I'rom the Collector’s letter recorded above, it would appear that the } 't ;o /f'/': Qf - /1/ /\ A :
Chamber of Commerce arc still averse to adopting tho Calcutta and Bombay P ‘ e —~ v s _ N -
practice, and they suggest that an enclosure bo built, without the Custom House, i } ‘ ( 7. . ” -
for th.e reception of the goods under consideration, and their proposal is supported ¢ ; / _ o & ‘
by the Collector. o : - 2 £ W
8. The Board aro of opinion that tho charge of godown rent 3y the Customs j | ‘ / ey ‘
authoritics is, under the circumstances, somewhat objectionable, and they would o i S/ _ - .
have preferred that the proposed enclosure should be erected by the Trade, and Lo i
be treated like a Bonded Warehouse in every respect, the cost of erection being in o ,
the first instance paid by Government, and recovered from tho persons using the P et Ties . )
enclosure ; nevertheless, they aro willing to waive their objections to tho scheme b 2 @ s, 'ﬁ/}(f/}ﬂtfﬁ‘:}) sk, Co
in view to meeting the convenicnce of the mereantile community. poo . @;&Q’,}e_@' f )
, “ A - u (O < ‘g w :
s } . : . 76&'«—« Aﬂ.—-—./i-‘cmé/ e
No. 427, OrpER THERLON, 23rd November 1867, No. 2,778. L I
: 1. Tho railing in the space in question for ’ }
’ Miscellancous. the purpose stated is sanctioned. (O f
2. The necessary orders will be issued in the 2! f
Dcpartment Public Works. I ;
! ! ] :
(True Extract.) o l A l
' L 4
(Signed) W.HUDLESTON, . ’ [
S ' : DN - <
Scerelary o G overnment. Co N e - . -
. 1’_ R W S . W} B Shiciiaal . ’
‘ 3
!
To the Board of Revenue. |
+» the I'ublic Works Dcpartment.
v the Accountant General, . \ ‘
Exd T, R. Bantleman. . ’ h .
"
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