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Proceedings of the Madras G overnment, Revenue Department,
‘ 141k November 1867.

Read the following papers:i— .

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 4th September 1867,
: No. 5,744. :

No. 246.

Read the following letter from the Chairman Chamber of Commerce, to the Secre-

tary to the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 3rd September 1867.

1. The Collector of Qea Customs has intimated to the Chamber of Commerce
thaf the Board have sanctioned his proposal to introduce the system followed in
Bombay and Calcutta in regard to the examination of goods passing through the
Custom-house, but the Chamber have not been informed what this particular system
is, nor has any reason been assigned for a change in'the practice hitherto observed.
I am, therefore, desired by the Chamber to request that the Board will be so good

as to inform them on these points. ‘
9. At the same time I have the honor, on behalf of the Chamber, to express

~a

their regret and surprise that the Board have again sanctioned proposals made by

Mr. Blair, involving measures materially affecting the interests of the trading

community, without giving them an opportunity of expressing any opinion on
them. )

3. The Chamber believe that this course of action is not calculated to serve

the Government and the public, and, for confirmation of this opinion, they point to

" the extreme irritation which is caused to those who have business at the Custom-

house, and the actual loss inflicted on the traders by the practices which have been

introduced by Mr. Blair, apparently with the sanction of the Board.
4. Any reasonable precautions against fraud would not be complained of ;

\ Lut the vexzatious mode of carrying out a system, which seems to be founded on the

jrrational assumption that every declaration of value made by an importer of
goods must, ander all circumstances, be positively false, and that nothing short of

an absolute inspection of the contents of every package, on all occasions, can satisfy "

the ends of Government in collecting the Sea Customs revenue, is not tolerable.
5. The Chamber need scarcely explain to the Board that the contents of a
package of manufactured good, which has been once opened, are not saleable except

ata reduction on the market value. The packages after being opened cannot be

moved frora one place to another, and cannot be kept in store in Madras, without
injury from dust, dirt, and damp, and a very serious depreciation in the value is
the result of the indiscriminate, vexatious, and objectless manner, in which the
Collector of Sea Customs for the administration of the law,
vious that it is the duty of the Custom-house authorities

powers vested in the
arc now exercised. It1is ob

to pursuc a course the very opposite of this, and by every possible means to prevent .

injury to goods, which, for the purposes of the revenue, the Government require
should be temporarily under their control, and the Char}lber do not doubt that this
also is the view of the Board of Revenue. Something must be due to those who
contribute so largely to the Government funds, and it cannot be tho desire of the
Board that the Collector of Sea Customs should regard himself, as the Chamber

have reason to fear is the case, . .
unishing what he considers the crime of importing goods into Madras.
6. The Chamber are not aware that Mr. Dlair expects to obtain any 1ncreaso

of revenue by his new system, and they beg to expressa strong opinion that nothing

> A

as appointed for the purpose of repressing and .
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
14th November 1867.

but a diminution of the revenue can be looked for as its results, for it is certain
that the loss to importers, caused by the Custom-house practices, must have the
effect of diverting goods to other ports where the interests of trade are not regarded
with disfavor by the authorities.

7. The Chamber respectfully urge that the Board will have the goodness to
cause this matter to be inquired into, with a view to the practice at the Custom-
house being placed on a satisfactory footing; and they again pray that the Board
wilt do them the justice and the favor to refer to them before sanctioning changes
affecting general interests.

8. The Chamber deeply regret that they find it necessary to address the Board
on such matters, as it is evidently of the utmost consequence that the best under-
standing should exist between the traders of the port and the Custom:house autho-
rities, and it is the desire of every member of the Chamber to cultivate this fecling.

9. The Chamber are confident that the Board will take the same view of the
_ question, and will take the necessary measures for carrying it out.

P. S.—1I have- the honor to point out that the provisions of the Sca Customs
Act, which require the rules for regulating the practice of the Custom-Ilouse to be
published in the official Gazette, do not appear to have been complied with by the

Board,
(Signed) A. F. B.

Forwarded to the Collector of Sea Customs for his observations.

No. 247,  Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 30th September 1867,
No. 6,241, '

Read again letter from the Chamber of Commerce, dated 3rd September 1867,
recorded in the Board’s Proceedings, dated 4th idem, No. 5,744.

Read also letter from the Collector of Sea Customs, dated 6th September 1867;
No. 942, submitting his observations ona letter from the Cliamber of
Commerce, under date 3rd September 1867.

1. From the letter addressed by the Chamber of Commerce to the Board

recorded above, there appears to be some misapprehension as to the orders recently -

issued in respect to the examination of goods at the Madras Custom-house, and the
. Board will, therefore, state briefly how the so-called change of systemn originated.

92, On his return from Calcutta, Mr. Blair brought to notice that the system
under which goods were examined at Madras was very lax and incomplete, as com-
_ pared either with the system which he bad found in force at Calcutta, or the Bom-
bay system as it had been described to him by Mr. Bellasis, and as, in order to
carry out the improvements and increased checks which he desired to introduce at
Madras, a small addition to his establishment was necessary, Mr, DBlair requested
and obtained the sanction of the Board and the Government to this increase of
‘expenditure. Ife duly stated the purposes for which the additional establishment
‘was needed, and the reasons which induced him to recommend it, which scemed
to the Board and Government to be sufficient.

—
+

Lo

’ Proceeding}‘o_;' the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
o 14th November 1867.

3. Since the receipt of the Chamber’s letter, the Board have ascertained that
the practice at Bombay is somewhat dissimilar from that at Calcutta, but at both
ports the examination of goods is much more stringent than it has been at Madras.
On general principles the Board are of opinion that fixed rules prescribing the

_examination of a declared proportion of the goods passing through the Custom-house

are inexpedient, and they do not consider that the Collector should be bound to
examine a part of every consignment. This is a matter, however, which the Collec-
tor must be left to deal with entirely as he finds necessary, and it must be distinctly
understood that every package which passes through the Custom-house is liable to
examination at the Collector’s discretion. It is to him that the Board and Govern-
' ment must look for the protection of the Customs revenue, and it is necessary that
he should be vested with ample powers for the purpose. The Board are, however,
confident that, while employing his powers of examination and check with sufficient
strictness thoroughly to protect the interests of Government, the Collector will
‘exefcise them with as much forbearance and consideration as possible.

4. With advertence to the remarks mado by the Chamber in paragraph 2 of
their letter, the Board observe that, though there are many occasions on which the
Board deem it advisable to seek the opinion of the Chamber of Commerce, and
though they have frequently done so before sanctioning the introduction of changes
in the procedure of the Custom-house, it by no means follows that the Chamber
should assume a right to advise in such matters. The Board, however, did not ask
for an expression of their views on this occasion, because the question involved was
the very simple one, of whether the examination of goods passing through the
Custom-house should be conducted in such an efficient manner as would satisfy the
responsible officer, or on a plan which appeared to him to be lax and imperfect as
compared with that in force elsewhere. The change in fact was one simply of
administrative procedure. The practice of examining goods was to be more strictly
carried out; hence it was unnecessary to publish any notification of the nature
referred to in the postscript of the Chamber’s letter.

5. The Board cannot conclude these Proceedings without expressing their

" regret that the Chamber should have treated the subject of their reference to the

Board rather asa personal matter between Mr. Blair and the gentlemen forming
the Chamber of Commerce, than as a general one between the Customs Officers and
the Traders of the Port., The tone of their communication, too, is certainly not

caleulated to further that good understanding between the Custom-house authorities '
and the Merchants of Madras, which they express themselves so desirous to maintain,

No. 248. Procecdings of the Board. of Revenue, dated 29th October 1867, )
' No. 7,035. ‘
Read again the following telegram :—

From the Sceretary to the Board of Revenue, to the Collectors of Customs, Calcutta,
Bombay, and Point-de-Galle,dated Madras, Tth September 1867, No. 5,808,

Please telegraph whether you open and examine a portion of all consignments
passed through your Custom-house, irrespective of the respectability of the con-

signecs.
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Tead also the following papers :—

Telegram from the Commissioner of Customs, Bombay, to the Secretary to the Board
' of Revenue, Madras, dated 10th September 1867.

Custfn(l)-rlimns 0{; all CO“SiS“ment‘s. are not opencd. Discretion is cxcrciscd. by

ouse officer. Respectability of consignee has due weight. Dub consign”

ments of the first firms in Bombay are cxamin::)d at times, Fuﬁ particulars given

in my letter, No. fourteen hundred and cighty, July 5th, to Madras Collector Scd
Customs. on J .

N

~
—

Telegram from the Collector of Customs, Puint-de-Galle, to the Seerctary 10 the

o o B(::.xrd of Revenue, Madras, dated 9th September 1867.
o ,t cepting ov?rland goods which are passed without cxamination if the
ments accompanying them are satisfactory,

Telegram from th? gollector of Customs, Calcutta, to the Sccretary to the Board
of Revenue, Madras, dated 12th September 1867.
Your telegram received, Answer, yes.

F
rom the Collectordof Sca Customs, to the Sccrctary to tho Board of Rovenu®
L Pourd’s D ated Z?Iadrus, 6th September 1867, No. 912
Board of Tio eni k r;)ccedg;gs of September 4th, 1867, No.—, forwarding Jctter t0
(& g ro ‘
observations. y from Chamber of Commerce, of Scptember 3rd, 1867, for my

2. My letter to t
y letter to the Board, of March 13th, 1867, No. 232, has alrcady fully

. . . rossal
explained why I considered 1t mctst
. 3 n
that a part of cach consignme? .
n H
goods should be opcncd and exami

is . . 3 entt wero
satisfied of the validity of the reasons {;Y‘ld tho Board® and Govert®
¢ ren.

* Paragraph 2, Board’ ‘L
1867, No. 2,4%1.81’”“”‘“33' 22nd April

t Paragraph 1, G. 0. 7th May 1867

“3. Ishould .
the Chamber on tlFi:;c:l;::'i ctixalf; no communication has been received DY me fr?::
and from the tenor of t}-J e Cl ut Lhave corresponded with individual merch i’
correspondence. T gl 1‘1 amber’s letter, it is clearly grounded on tho aforcs?
shatl, therc{o“‘, refer to statements in it when JeCeESITY

4. Dlaragr E— .
graphs 1,2, and 3 of the Chambor’s letter to the Doard require o co'"

ment from me, as tl
) 1cy refer .
those of the Custom-hzusc. only to the Proccedings of tho I vard, and 10

5. Darag
. raph 4.—1 submi | oty
. . mit the : eve
consignment of goods is only g ¢ at opening from ono to ten per cent. 0{ :
house docs not thereb y 8 “reasonable precaution against fraud.” Ihio Custo
. DY assumne that ¢ ey Lo or 8
circumstances, be positively fal ”lt every declaration of valuo must, und
“on all occasions” las x{ - SO{,C and  the abyolute inspoction of every ! T
. . ¢ ever . . . a
searching inspection of ev en the practice: in some instances @ u

cr 3 . 'uc 1
occasions there have been y case in a consignment has been ordered, buto? X led
special reasons for the order, which I can rivo if ca

1o
4 Letter to Measrs. Arb . . upon. ) ¢ & Co wer
* T lated 2nd Scptcx;b‘cl;hrg(t;% Co. No. 011, pon.  Messrs, Arbuthnot ¢ »

' also informed by me that wif parth

“decling to produce invoices,

cawini®®

“ & ) . L]
c., or to give 1ufl i
g orma :
tion, Thave the power of opening and fully 3
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departinent,
14¢h November 1867.

« gyery caso of goods. In cases where invoices, &c., are produced, and information
“ given, from one to ten per cent. only of each consignment will be opened and
« gxamiued ; the examination, moreover, will not be so full or thorough.”

6. Paragraph 5. Traders in Calcutta and Bombay find no difficulty, I
imagine, in selling goods which have been opened in Custom-houses. I see, there-
fore, no reason why a diffigulty should be experienced in Madras, which is not felt
in other commercial ports, or why opening goods in the Madras Custom-house
should cause depreciation when no such effect, as far as Tam informed, is caused
by the same procedure clsewhere. Opened packages can be re-packed and closed,
and have been opened and re-packed constantly, without any complaints; in fact
the pmctice hias been carried out ever §ince there has be(}n a Custom-house. I do
pot think the argument of ¢ deterioration of valug’’ requires further comment.

y

The argument ¢ that it is the duty of the Custom-house to prevent injury to .

goods™ is answered by the statement already made that goods must be examined
in part to prevent frauds on the revenue. Nodoubt, as the Chamber observes,
consideration is due to those who are the instruments of commerce ; an interest so
important to the community ; but this consideration must be harmonized with what
is duo to the revenue and to Government, which is the object I have in view, nor
can it, I submit, be correctly affirmed that ¢ the importer is the party contributing,”
in the words of the Chamber, ¢ so largely to the Government funds,” the contri-
bution referred to being in reality made by the consumer.

7. Daragraph 6.—I do not know any ports where the Custom-house does not
I fall to comprehend, therefore, why the Government of Madras

examine goods. : ; .
the examination of goods 1n their Custonr-house,

should lose revenuc by

which is not incurred clsewhere. .
8. Duragraphs T and 8.—I1 am aware that the trade of Madras was perfectly

! ) . ) . o whiel
satisfied with the indulgent system of the Custom-house in past timaes, which has

“boen, to all intents and purposes, & very large and convenient warchouse for the
’

and stowage of goods on most advantagcous terms. As far as Govern-
1 it was almost useless as a Custom-house. Goods were
Ls and months, without payment of even warchouse rent,
' until in June 1864,* the godown rent
rules were altered, and tiil quite latcly
almost all goods passed through tho

They might just as well have been

reception
ment Wwas concerned,
brought in, hept for wee
: 8
» Doard’s Proceedings, dated Srd June 1364,
No. 3,009
yard without any esamination whatever. : just .
Jireet from the PBoach to the Morchants’ godowns, mlmnety-mn.e Cas.cil .out
. - 1 exDons - .
of one hundred. Government would have been saved much expense in buildings
nd establishment, and the system would have been more convenient to the trade.
a : .
Of course traders cannot be expected to accept without remonstrance a greater
c , : 1 1T -
trictness and supervision in the Custom-house, and though it has always been my
Josis r comote a good understanding between Traders and the
desire and endeavous to promote 2 g ading betveen T .
it y ware that the introduction of various alier-
Castom-house authoritics, I am ® ell a

iions, which are distasteful and repugnant o them, must. be attended with a
glions, >

cortain amount of dissatisfaction and unpopularity.

ider -over, I have a clear
9. I consider, however, s G
however unpleasant to myself personally; ond though the result is what I have

. . . ' e
wain the same on future 0cCASIONS, 1 shall never a
stated, and perhaps 108y be again t

passcd

B

duty to perform towards Grovernment,

a loss -
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Proceedi
eedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
14th November 1867,

POV

any considerations of such
) ) ) consequences to 1 . .
) co;(f)ormlty with the orders of %overnm;)n:nﬂucncc my proceedinig, whilo T act
. P. S.—No new rul .
any should bo published ineihha\g been mad.e; it was not thercfore requisite that
Arbuthnot & Co. in my letter ot('a Se:tz ettﬁ; this information was given to Blestr
11. I have no ember 3rd, 1867, No. 925.
Chamber. I have or:‘lryfilz’thans;v ered the charges brought against me by the
report of special cases provinert}? assure the Board that if more information, or 8
pass prohibited ones, to cleag wt traders have attempted to smuggle goods, to
it can b ; ; r goods much below market ve P ired
can be sent in at once. warket value, &e., 18 requiret
12. As the Board m i
ay wis .
the practice at Calcutta andyBolb}‘: 0 k.now what grounds I had for stating what is
1867, No. 252, I beg to state 31 ):1y, in paragraph 4 of my letter of March 13th,
1at I made personal inquiries myself from the Col-

lector, Deputy
y Collecto . .
7, and lead Appraiser of the Calcutta Custom-house o .

several occasions W
rcasions, and was 3 1
v . ) present in the differes
being carricd on by those officers. 1 al 00 diffurent departmeuts while business Wis
the Commissioner of Customs l-} 1a s0 wude personal inquiries from Mr 1}(‘11':1'\4:',
8y Bombay, and his personal Assistant, Meclamtrow

Annlet t]lird ‘1 1 an (’ ﬂ or a8 to
3 Cclass ASSlbt 1 i
ant ’)IIHIHSSI()HCT, a r(‘mﬂrklll)ly illt(‘ni"(‘nt 0 i(' y ‘
el )

Ly ) o { ]d €X7 1nl1

.0 :
f;(‘ach consignment.,  Doth the Calcutta and I3
, * < ] ¢ M :
when I informed them of the lax systc ombay Officers were much astonished
me what was the u A
sc of a Cus .
the Appraiser here, visited C;tl(()zmt-t] 10111‘50 which never examinel goods.  Mr Shaws
house inquiri ) utta last Marcl y :
uiring and observi h on leave, was daily at the Custon”
] vine h() b M e 3 da .) a 1¢ 5
that I1 o HOW business w i
A have ﬂdvaflccd. The new Deputy A was carried on, and corroborates all
ppraiser in the Caleutta CUStOm-hOu.) ppratser, Mr. Blake, who has been an
officer, of whom Mr. Crawford, t} bC(?,lzlmd is @ decidedly inteliizent obscrving
y the Colleetor, w sy . g
y wrote in the highest terms, also

confirins all the stateme

il ¢ nts mad Y

htained, fhat mothing has be:;edby me.  What bLetter evidence could Le possibly
one here which is not the practice in G lcsxtga an

3 Qe i ‘

Bombay ?

13. I would her
. v ¢ boe . .
examination of goods has ;lt;c;:; b{;"‘g to the Doard's nofice that the subject of
Calcutta in 1859, 60, and 61 an)c’l uCCn mbost fully discussed m\d‘ inunircd Jinto at
Reports of ) 12 subject wi N , .
P of the Bengal Chanber of Cummjcrcc,“ wl\?ll,;lc)i fc(’al:“ll) at 1c:;’:;h in t.hc dpnntcd
¢ sent if required.

FI’OH\ h ‘; bd ,
1ce ] dated .Iadras, 1: tll SCptCnlI)CX 1 G‘ \.O { ').,
l ¢ same ()“ cer \ 8 , h . )ede

To Calcutla and B T - 4
June 1867. ombay, No. 605, dated 19th B
0Oar

From Bombay, 5th Jul
. s 1867, N
From Calcutta, 80th Ayugus)z ’118;‘(597. ]ﬁisog'q-;

In continuation of my letter to tho
1,3\.;1:1'1\'0' 042, of the Gth i'nst-.mt, I

o honor to forward copis of the
letters marginally noted, regarding the

From the Collector of Sea Cust __CXﬂmination’ &e.y of goods,
. oms, Madras, to the Collactor of Custome, Caleutta, dated 19th

Having been informed while at Calcutt‘lutl;xea;l 0T, No. 605,
ever

Calcutta Custom-house i

. tom-house 18 opened and :

certain descriptions of goods undergo :l?::: e ot
o ng

y consignment of goods that paseed through the
1 that

h cxanl:'e !‘a.t,e of from txo to ten per cent., 0
ination, T have the Lonor to request y0U wil

m exist . . .
1sting in this Custom-house, and asked

PUNRSYEY
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A~
-

be good enough to furnish me, at your earliest convenience, with all the Rules and Departmental
Orders now in force relating to the admission of Invoices, and instructions for the guidance of the
Ilead Appraiser and his Assistants, the dutics
and responsibilities apportioned to them respec-
on of goods, as I wish to institute your system here.

No, 606, copy to the Collector of Customs, Bombay.

tively, and all rules relating to the examinati

From the Officiating Commissioner of Customs, Bombay, to the Collector of Sea Customs, Madras,
dated 5th July 1867, No. 1,480.

1. In acknowledging the receipt of your letter, Xo. 606, of the 19th ultimo, 1 have the

honor to state that the practice observed here with regard to opening and examining packages of

goods is as follows. .

* 9, 'The Customs authorities reserve to themselves the right of examining and weighing or

gauging any, and every package of goods. But the examination of all goods is not only an impos-

sibility, but also a course which it would be inexpedient to pursue. As a general rule, (except in
cases of doubt,) we are content in the case of English goods (where accredited Invoices are presented)

of examining only a caso oF two of o consignment now and then. We are guided in the more or
less rigid examination of goods, to certain extent, by the standing and w-11 known respeetability

or otherwise of the importer.
3. 'The weight or gauge of English goods, where duly aceredited Invoices are presented, i8
very often through necessity, OF to suit the convenience of merchants, admitted according to such
entage is weighed or gauged. -

Invoices ; as & rule, however, a per-¢
4. Toreign gools, whether Europe or Country, Persian, Arabian,
uging to the extent of at least ten per cent.

or American, are subjected
to an examination, weighment or g2 Invoices of such

?goods are invariably rejected.

her than silks) are examined, weighed or gauged, to the extent of from ten

5. China goods (ot
holly examined or weighed. .

to twenty per cent. Silk piece-goods and silk are W
6. Appraisements are conducted under the provisions of Sections 179 and 180 of Act VI

of 18€3.
7. English piece-goods are adinitted on samples, except in cases of doubt, and as an occasional
check upon importers, when a per-centage of the cases are opened and the goods appraised.

8. Other English ad valorem goods are appraised, as a rule, according to the market value
Those for which there can hardly be said to be a market value, and where
cd at the gross Tavoice value, including all eharges of Frcight,s
the usual discount of the amount of duty

ruling at the time.
Juvoices are presented, are admitt
Primage, Insurance, &e., &c.y & plus ten per cent.,
being allowed. :
9. Where Invoices are not presented, the
Carriages, a3 a rule, are invariable examined,
10. All foreign goods are examined and ap

a doubt exists, to & greater extent. ’
11. China piece-goods are assessed from actnal inspection of the whole quantity. Other

China goods are assessed after an examination to the extent of from ten to twenty per ccnt. In
* doubtful cases a more rigid examination takes place.
12. The two genior Appraisers are alone permitted to appraise valuable goods. The work

of the others is restricted to examining and checking Invoices of goods.
13. 1 also beg leave to refer you to the Standing Orders, two printed copies of which were

forwarded to you with Mr. Commissioner Tiobertson's letter, No. 3,024, of the 5th Dezember last.

goods are wholly examined and appraised.

praised to the extent of ten per cent., and where

ector of Customs, Calcutta, to the Collector of Sea Customs, Madras,

dated 30th August 1867, No. 827, )
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt

1‘30-2%5’;. dated ‘gg‘ A"LSE;_‘:“‘S‘:?' of your letters as per margin, and to forward,
” - o =
' in original, a letter to my address with enclosure

ajser of this Office, containing the informations required.

TFrom the Officiating Coll

from the Officiating Tecad Apyr
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, "o
14tk Norember 1867,

i

. . . . r C ]"tolns
Cdlculta 9 '1ut0d Zi th August l&,"(’)( . '

1. According toi i o] .
Madras, g to instructions received, with reference to a letter from Mr. J. I1I. Dlair, dated

the 19th June 1867, 1) '
er reshoctull . . .
and Deparanental Orders hm’v in f:rcle':bpmtiuhy to submit the following statement of tho liules

t?e g(\ltidaucc of the Head Appraiser au({ii?;l:{;istl:t‘tlxc admission of Invoicces, the instru~tions for

OneZ.to 'I‘X;lilrzl::;ps; t:}:’:li"vef’l-g lAa,‘ll t,h.e rul.cs rclati‘::(l,’ht,o::lil\: ::l.‘lc‘;xgﬁ::;?o{:\ugfrgil;:)ll:ibimics s
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more care is requisite in their examination, particularly with goods of the fifth class, which should
be carefully compared with the Bills of Parcels, and the samples which generally accompany them,
and which, with few exceptions, have been found correctly to represent the goods.

18. Classes 6 to 13, under ordinary circumstances, should be examined on a progressive scale
of from three to eight per cent. .

19. Asa general rule, one or more packages of every consignment imported, where the
contents are not admitted by the Collector, should be opened and examined.

20. Class14. Although parcelsof Wines and Spirits are frequently branded so as to indicate
their contents satisfactorily, yet very close examination is often necessary either on account of
ullage and proof, or owing to the numerous applications for allowance for small bottles. When,
however, Wines, Spirits, or Beer, are passed on usual quantities, less examination is necessary, and
the paper marked Appendix C will show the quantities admitted in this Office, a3 the usual con-
tents of the different descriptions of packages. -

21. Class 15. A close examination is usually made of goods under this head, in conse-
quence of the provisions in Act VI of 1663, and the orders of Government relative to their impor-
tation, No, 477, of 10th May 18GG.

92, (Class 16. In the examination of these goods, more care than with other piece-goods is
required, as they are of very many descriptions and qualities, more especially those of Foreign
manufacture. Datterns are, in almost all instances, submitted with the Invoices, but many fancy
terms are made use of which embarrass and retard the process of valuation. )

93. Class 17 comprises a variety of articles, and itis not possible for them to be accompaunied
with samples or patterns owing to the peculiar nature of the goods themselves. -

924, The usual mode of examining is to turn out one-third, one-half, er the whole of the
contents of that portioft of the consignment selected for the examination, and to compare them
with particulars as represented in the Invoices, when, if the cost appear satisfastory in comparison
with Caleutta wholesale prices, less the duty and trade discounts, the amount of Invoice is admitted,
and the Bill of Entry proceeded with as ysual. :

95. Consignments of this kind frequently contain a number of articles for which no market
values can be fixed, the demand being exceptional, and the supply merely speculative. Ilence the
admission of the Invoice as the best criterion of value.

26. Class 18 comprises & variety of articles for which no
presented.

The entire contents of all the pa~kages are taken oat, and an inventory made, separating them
under the different denominations. They must of necessity be minutely examined. The Consignees
or their authorized agents are expected to be present to make the entries and declarations. Consi-
derable experience is necessary in dealing with these goods. .

27. For all marketable goods for which fised rates are not provided in the tariff, the import-

lues of thesday of entry,

93. From theso values they are cntitled to an abatement of the amount of duty for the
particular description of merchandize, together with the usual trade discount allowed to purchasers.

99. These are fized discounts which differ only on account of the nature of the goods them-
sclves, (see Chamber of Commerce Price Current).

a duction whatever is made, and in the event of goods being declared at
50. No further, deductio ribed, or to be in 2 damazed state, they fall

< t f the day as just desc
other than the market tates o V}ll ar{d e T of At a damaged

under the working of the Section XX :
31. The Shipping Bill, or form of application to pay Export duty, 18 attached, (See Form ).

32, Few articles for cxportation are brought into the .Cu.stom-house. - .
This is chiclly owing to the fact that nearly every description of merchandize, subject to duty,
is provided for in the Tariff in such a way as to rend.er exzjmmmatxon unnecessary.

33. Goods, however, for which** drawback” is claimed, are generally examined and com-

pared with the Import Bills of entry and original Inv?iceS.
They are usually examined with an equal care with goo
Import List in Appendix B.

24.  Country piece-goots, & :
are prescnted without any Invoice, &e., &e.,

gssed under the 15th head in Appendix B. . ‘
°1“SS°35 Appendix D. is a Comparative Statement of the number of seizurcs made by the Assist~

ants of this department during the last seven years, and the five preceding ones.

* 36, Inadditionto the seizures shown in this Appendix, there were‘betwcen th‘e .lst.of May
1863 a;nd the end of the last official year, nearly four thousand Bills of Entry, and Shipping Bills
prese’nted, in which errors of one kind or another were detected, and for which fines were levied.

Invoices or other documents are

ds classed under the 17th head in the

ds. Shawls, and Miscellaneous articles, for which simple_Shippjng Bills
\ usually undergo an equal examination with goods
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g ~=| & g o Classification of goods showing the usual amount of examination necessary and the number
2 E ‘é : E b ' of seizures made during the last twelve years of articles enumerated under each class.

. S = 8, . 3 ‘ . 3 1. Railway materials, telegraph stores, tifiber, unwrought metals, combustibles, acids, and
“i *5 g i:io i guch other goods for which out-passes alone are granted— Vide Section 9 of Office Order No. 46
3 Sl if ! of 2nd May 1860.

5 £| &% .- 2. Pieregoods, Grey Cettons. - -
S é. o ° ? ' 3. Beefin Casks ; Beer in wood ; Candles; Coffee ; Corks in bales ; Camphor ; Cheese ; Canes;
- = § . Dates ; Elephants Grinders and Tusks ; Felt ; Flour in casks zynd bags ; Garlic; (.:‘rlass crown ; Lac
IS “ . ‘l stick ; Lead, sheets, for Tea canisters; Lead, }‘ed;Lead, ‘Fhlte ; Metal, sheathn.xg ‘:md sheets ;
e -g é'§ g = Nails, iron and composition ; Paints of Sorts ; Pitch , Pork in casks ; Pepper. ; Quicksilver ; Rat-
5 § 3«2% . g < oy tans ; Sugar-candy, China ; Shot ; Spelter, sheets ; Tin plates ; Tar; Turpe-ntme ; Tor}gue.ss, salted,
§ © g §§'§ 'a } in kegs ; Tea ; Tobaccos American and manufactured ; Vermillion ; and Zinc sheathing in casks.
g EE E?a - 4. White and colored Twist and sewing Cottons.
’§ Eoz ‘ 5. Picce-good, Linen, white and colored Cottons, .and Woo}lens.
= mas 6. Naval stores, Paints, Oils, and dye-stuffs not included in class 3.
S o g s 7. Musical and Band instruments.
g §§ = ; ‘8. Glass and Earthenware. . .
& 32 ~ 1 9. Corks, Oilman Stores, Spices and provisions not 1n Class 3.
& §~§ ! 10. Gums, Drugs, Chemical and Apothecaries ware not in Class 3.
S p;% e 11. Metal, unwrought do. . .dO- . 1 Cutl i dded
E 8% 1 B .m 12. Metal, wrought and manufactured of, including Hardware and Cutlery not included in
S N =R
- - T = Class 3. ] ) - )
;5 E 2 "‘§ B " i /“' 13. Tobacco, and articles used in consumption of, as Pipes, &c., not included in Class 3.
E i g & i 14. Becr, Wines, and Spirits.
= 2 E 7 \\\ 15. Arms and Ammunition.
'§ E :!‘ ’ N 16. Silk piece-goods, Dritish and Foreign.
< .:’ s ,§ \ 17. Ilaberdashery, Millinery, Iosiery, Perfumery, Jewellery, ('llocks‘ alf.ld Watches, Fa?cy
§ % = \‘ goods, small wares, Coach Makers Saddler's materials, Gilder's materials, Stationery and Playing
5 ; 8 Cards.
=] g = { . . .
cé 5 E E ! 18. Clina ‘and Japan goods, and go?ds for which simple B111:s of .Ennry are presented
5 & . LB . without any document whatever, ot when particulars of contents are unknown i—
B 23 * -
.§ 'gg; ’ ::5 . ?I' Class- s:}:::;;.e TUsual examination,
£ 5 g — ,
3 S o | 1
e g %3 -1 i : 9 From 1 to 2 per cent. .
= o 8% 'S ' 3 6 ,, 2 to 3per ,,
. = S S . 2 )
2 2 w I 4 } to 4 per ,,
g g. E § . Z ~ il g ? " 2 P ’
- & a ] A
§ E G 'g ‘:"; i‘z 7 2 W
3 .a Fg .g o '§ é ,' 8 4
© :; « g £ © . . b 9 7 )
:? F~ E“ S_g . 4] g § | 10 7 L 3 to 8per .
g o3 £ 8 H '8 : T
§ 8% | £ =5 & = 12 4
b H Z < ; 13| 6
S 3 ) EO i 14 5 {7 ., b6 tol0per
O g9 3 15 4 ., 10 to 15 per ,,
S 3 s g gk 3 4 16 3 ", 15 to 20 per ,»
e 2 g v32 B 17 7 100 per
) B kS rea o 18 5 } P ”
T s | q 232 7 |
~ ,g.§° 4324 -§ ! —_
8 -] 3 Qo o -3 @ !
© é 5“‘ < '3 3 a .
=9 5 |2 4§
3 8
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| i |« ,
Beer in Wood. i & .
IId ... .. ..  .as& .. 52Imperial Gallon. , 'f.fg;
Half do. . s e aw 26 do. | | | 2 R |
Barrel s . 30 do. . . "Eé% ~
Kilderkin ... e .. .. 18 do. &4
- . Wine and Spirits in Wood. C . 3%s |o
Butt of Sherry .. .. ... 112 Imperial Gallons. : ng
) Do. of Madevia .. .. .. 94 do. ’, 58,
Hhd. of Claret ... .. .. 50  do. : £25 | ©
] Do. of other Wines ... ... 56  do. ! ok .
Do. of Spirits ... .. 59 do. - & ’
] . ’ Aum .., e 3D do. '* ‘ EE!
Barrel ... ... .. ... 82} do. | 5
Quarter Cask ... .. .. 28 do. ; ] 3% ®
Octave ... .o 1 do. :'zoi
Robbin... .. .. .. 3 do ' it .
. 2 i w@
Beer, Wines, and Spirits in Bottle. 1s g s
6 Ordinary Wine quarts, ; 3 “
lg L Do. do. pints. | . . 3 :"’
arge square (flollands,) . : = £
) 8 Smfll 1 do. ( %:’nds ) Equal to one Imperial Gallon. , . m“. ,; §§ r~
: 5 Long stone (Curaco.) . FE T I L
} 3 Magnums. . o | WS B . 5| R '
3 ) .. : A i S —_—
] Ten per cent O. P. is added to all spirits not tested that are imported in wood, but thatin ‘ an § &S 53 r
1 bottles (with the exception of Absenthe and Kirchswasser) is scldom over London proof. w : <] ,:: E %E E 'g ©
Spirits-of- Wine. : | . 'ZE Suysg 4 :
Is always tested and the O, P. added. | | SRpe-p- 3o
| = AgS88
- ; w2 n &2 A
APPENDIX D. : SEEE | 2 |7 2
. . i ' + w (o} =
Statement showm-g the total and annual average number of seizures made by the Adssistants : g :!o $ ;5 =
, of the Appraiser’s Department between the 1st May 1855 and the 30tk April 1860, and H g;’oé §Q $ o 2
3 15t May 1860 and 30tk April 1867, being respective periods of five and seven years. ‘;‘;6 S %E g 'g
» d 5 E '° *
Number of seizures Number of packages Number of scizures Number of scizurcs H me@ 0 gz ? S
Year. made, seized. rolousod on fine, releascd without finoe . & g
. -
Total, Average, Total. Average, Total, Averago, Total. Averago. f P ,.g
‘ g 3
' ’C
1855 to 1860... ... 20 4 168 83 , ! “ o &0
1860 to 1867... ... 168 23} 1,483 2113 Nil"; Nzl; Si l; o7 15 '§
4 lz § 4 %
| g i 22
i ! ; v .§ E
. | - E 3
i { "Eg" E;E N S :
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Office Order, No. 43 or 1st May 1860. .

GENERAL BTLES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF THE APPRAISER.

1. The great change in the mode of passing goods on importation occasioned by the modifica-,

tion of the out-pass systemrenders it necessary that the Appraisers should, instead of being located at
one place as at present, be stationed at different parts of the Custom-house premises.

2. The increase to this Establishment has rendered a measure of this nature feasible, Until
further orders, therefore, the Collector has dctermined to turn a portion of the Warf Controller’s
residence, and one of the pucka godowns in the new square, into offices for the Appraisers.

3. The Ilead Appraiser will, as a matter of course, remain in the present Office ; and he will
from time to time make such arrangements regarding the disposition of the Appraisers, so as to avoid
any pressure of work at any one place. Whenever any changes are necessary, the Ilead Appraiser
will report the same for the Collector’s approval. The Native establishment will be proportionately
allotted. ) )

4. The Head Appraiser is not expected to examine any packages himself. Ilis duty is to
supervise the work, and sce that the other Appraiscrs do their duty. Ile will act as a referee, and
the other Appraisers, when in doubt, will apply to him. The Ilead Appraiscr will keep himself fully
acquainted with the changes in the market value of goods, and will report immediately to the Col-
lector any misconduct on the part of those subordinate to him.

5. The Collector trusts that this division of Appraisers into separate offices will not only
facilitate the general work by bringing them ncarer to the goods, but that it will afford to
them the means of more readily examining’the contents of packages and cases, where cases contain-
ing Oilman’s Stores and Miscellaneous articles are to be examined, the whole of the contents must
be looked at and appraised. The Collector will not allow of any cursory cxamination, and, in all

cases where an Appraiser states that he has opened and examined the contents of any case, the.

Collector will deem such a statement as conclusive proof that contents have been fairly examined,
and he will hold the Appraiser strictly responsible in all such cases.

6. By the above orders, the Collector by no means directs that every case or package should

be opened, but he wishes to point out to the Appraisers that whatever is examined must be thoroughly
done, and that the examination be real, aud not superficial. In regard to Piece-goods and Mule
Twist, the Appraisers will bo able to judge, by opening one or two bales or cases taken at hazard,
whether the contents have been properly described, and they will be cautious in ascertaining that
the others agree in size and appearance. In all cases of doubt they will at once open and examine,
or refer for orders.
‘ 7. Supplementary and detailed rules for the guidance of Appraisers in regard to the staple
1mports, will be furnished them, as soon as the Collector has been enabled to judgo of the working
of the new system. In the meantime, a3 delay might be oscasioned to the importers, the Collector
rules that where a portion of a consignment, say forty or fifiy bales out of two hundred are loaded,
and the consignees wish to pay duty on the whole consignment, they will apply to pass the two
hundred, and mention that out of this fifty bales aro in carts or landed in Section 1 or 2. The forms
will be gone through, and the Perwanna, after the fifty bales have been passed, must remain in the
hands of the Warf Controller, in order that the remainder of the bales may be checked off as landed
and passed through the Custom-house.

8. The Checking Officer, if he has reason to doubt that the bales do not correspond in regard
to size, &c., will at once report to the Collector, Deputy Collector, or Assistant Collector, who will
issue such orders as may be deemed necessary for the further examination of these packages.

9. It is distinctly to be understood that if at any time it is brought to the notice of the
Collector that any portion of a consignment, which has been passed in the above-mentioned manner,
be taken direct to the consignee’s godowns, without being noted off on the back of the pass, the
privilege now allowed will be rescinded, and no goods belonging to such consignee will be passcd
until the consignment is reported actually on the wharf.

(Signed) C. CIIAPMAN,
Collector of Customs.

VTR TR P AN e

.Cables, Chains, Government Stores,
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Office Order, No. 46, of 2ad Mey 1560.
GENERAL RULES.

1. The Government of Bengal having directed a modification of the system yhich has here-
tofore been in force of granting out-passes for gools imported DLy sea, the following rules herein
laid down will take cffect from the lst instant, and will supersede all former ones.

- 9. On and after the 1st May 1860, no out-passes will be granted unless for the goods named
below,* and such others as may from time to

® Vids Section 9. time be specially exempted by the Collector.

4 See Wharf Rules and Appraisers. All gnods must be landed at and lodged in the
Custom-house premises until regularly passed. {

3. To insure regularity in passing goods through tl.xe- Cusn.om-house, aud'to preveut unneces-
sary detention, the Collector directs that the wharf be divided into three Sections :— .

Section 1 to comprise the sheds to the west of the strand roal, and all the land on the river

bank adjacent thereto. ‘
Scetion ¢ to consist of the ol

i 1 i downs.
smport and edport, with portion of the Opium go '
o lécction ){!ipwili comprise the seven pucka godowns and the temporary sheds in tank square.

4. A Supervisor, with a sufficient staff of Wharf Officers, will be allosted to each section,

d it.will be the duty’of the Supervisor to see nob only that the goods brought into his section

- arranzed, but each ship’s cargo be kept separate and distin:t as far as may be practi-
o 9

1 Custom-house premises, namely, pucka godowns and sheds,

are properly
cable.

5. Inord
to portion off u space In ea

or to facilitate the examinasion of packages, the Collector has deemel it expedient
ch section as offizes for the Appraisers. Twoor more will be aPDOin.ted
to each office.. The Iead Appraiser will, from tiwe to time, make sush alterations in th? disposal
of the Appraiscrs to these offices, a8 the nature ot: the wox:k may rende: :le(;;smy.A lhe_t.”““i,
Appraiser with one portion of the establishment will remain in t}(xie pres\,? tl(l) ce. X po(; ion 0
the Controller’s residence will be assigned. as another otﬁc'e,. and one 0 t- ¢ pucka godowns in
Secction 3 has been prepared for the reception of goods requiring e:;amtliua llon_ N

G. As a general rule, no goods will be allowed to remain in Section .h ¢ g A z
ickly may leave them for twenty-four hours under. the she s, or on_the open
to pase g0 400 d within that period must be taken to either Section 2 or 3. This
epace, but all Boa o P in order to prevent delay to others in landing their goods.

e ;]UStTll)xc it\ric:l:;:citelioecitzc’l at the Wharf Controller's residence will attend to the exami-
, ¢ App

i i oods in this Section. ' . ' .
M‘t‘og anil?pplrj;ﬁ?izg is Piece-goods, Twist, &e., and perishable articles, will be stored in
. va goods,

Section2. Deer, Wine, and Spirits in wool or bottles, Crockery, Ilardware, Iron, Metals,
ection 2. Deer, e : .

. gc. will be stored in Section 3. . .
e ‘Cassm’ &c.’;‘lﬂt 1s not packed, Railway and Electric Telegraph materials, -Anchors,
T e weramen Pipes, &c., for the Gas Company, may be passed direct from

(Signed) C. CHAPMAN,

tho vessel under special passes. |
Collector of Customs.

o1 of . 63.
No. 71, of 16tk March 18 .
Chellans consecutively, and in lieu thercof note on the
nd date on which it is presented to them for
aking a Memorandum

= Qfice Order,

rs will discontinue pumbering 1
r of cach Clellan the hour a‘ . :
e and date at which appraiscment 13 completed, m

i icants.
i 1 completion due to applican

{atmntamo: )thre rizht hand upper corncr of each Chellan the. hox}r
(l)ﬂ.e for c'dculition, anl hour and date on which calculation 18

Appraise
right hond upper €
appraisement, and the hour
of any delay between presen

Caleulators will likewise B
and date on which it is broug
completed: (Signed) J. A. CRAWFORD,

Oficiating Collector of Customs.

V4

ahasgae o
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. Pr'oceedings of the Madras Gavernment, Re
P

j : . 14¢/, November 1867,

;

S SIS Sty

venue Department,

, Office Order, No. 74, of 2nd May 1863.
, The head of each Department will ta

ke a copy of the list of the persons authorized by the
i different firms tg transact their Custom-hLouge

business.

‘ (Signel) J. A. CRAWFORD,

" Oficiating Collector of Customs.
CQifice Order, No. 81, of Tth August 1563,

; Importer of malt liquor and other stores on ac

Government Department must Produce a certificate from the department concerncd, that their
‘% importation are for the uss of the Government ; and on clearing the storcs must enter into a

Euarautee to produce a further certificate of the quantity admitted, as well as the quantity rejected
by the department, and engage to pay duty on the rejected portion

count of Commissariat Department or other

(Signed) J. A. CRAWTORD,
Qficiating Collector of Customs.

Ofice Order, No. 163, of 5th July 1865,

The Deputy and Assistant Colleetors
goods entered in all Billg of Entr
fact of the goods being

are requested
¥ whether on the Impo
tariffed or ad valorem articles.

to enforce the insertion of the value of the
rt or Lxport side without reference to the

. - (Signed) J. A. CRAWFORD,
: ' - Colicctor of Customs.

} # Ofice Order, No. 177, of 93rq October 18G5.
S The Deputy and Assistant Collectors will be go go

) every Import Bill of entry must henceforth be ¢4, note
‘ Will not proceed with o Bill of Latry unless the ordo

All Assistants are particularly enjoined to affix
to a Bill of Entry,

od a3 to take notice that the first order on
Manifest.”  Whart Officers and Appraiscrs
r to note Manifest has been complied with.

the date of every note or signature they attach

(Sigued) 7. A, CRAWFORD,
Collector of Customs.

1 Lztract of Opice Order, Xo. 179,

‘ In modification of No. 177 of 2.rd ulti
presentation of Chellans, without requiring
to that effect ; all Chellans will be noted in

: . The Assistants of each department will ascertain if the requisite orders have Leen complied
b with which are necessary before the Chellans reazh thejr department. Thug an Appraiser should

| not procecd with a Chellan before wharf hag been reported, nor 4 Caleulator bofore the value hasg
been certified to by the Appraiser, and so on,

mo, it is ordered that the noters wil] note Manifests on

the Deputy or Assistant Collector's signature or order
order of presentation.

(Signed) J. A, CRAWFORD,
Collector of Customs,

1st November 1565,

Ofice Order, No. £60.

To the Appraiser's Department,
. Appraisers will take care to seo that in every case, whether the goods aro free or dutiable, the
unit of entry shall be that which is stated in tho Tariff, and on wh

ich duty is charged, Thus in
Twist, the duty is not per bale, it is per pound, and so on with ever

y other article.
This must Le strictly attended to, Every Appraiser will sign this order in the Order Book.

(Signed) J. A, CRAWFORD,
Collector of Customs,

The 29th April 1867,

. T g e e e e Am e
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
" " 14th November 1867,

Ofice Order, No. 283, dated 14th August 1867,

] £ Import
fi who have deposited Company’s paper as se?ut:xty for the pay men}: of tmp .
To ena,b]teh ;:nsoods more speedily, the accompanying order is issued. dab oarable
duty to clear ‘.3 ’ £ raising the goods, will roughly calculate the anount Ofth unytfx,)kzz'n to
The APP’WSM;'1 y te;:xf)fon ~th: original Bill of Entry, Thisdocument to be the
ng the am 2

. iti i e Importer are
ot ill certify whether the sccurities deposited on behalf ofd the xzs o are
e ient :ho wlr the estimated duty ; should this be the case, the goods can
fully sufficient to cove

i i i Entry.
i n production of duplicate Bill of
passod out, orders being passed by Collector on p (Signed) A.V.PALMER,

Collector of Customs,
' N. B.—The calculation should be rather above than under the mark.

Sm—

- ’ . 1 under
Ordered to be recorded, with reference to the Board’s Proceedings, ,
. Orde

date 30th Septembor 1867, No. 6,211,

OrpER THEREON, 14th November 1867, No. 2,693.

No. 249. o .

Separato Revenue, No- 19, The Board’s proceedings are approved.

Customs.
(True Extract.)
(Signed) 'W. HUDLESTON,
Secretary to Government

To the Board of Revenue.
Esd, F. R, Dantlenan.
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