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UNITED PLANTERS’ ASSOCIATION
OF SOUTHERN INDIA.

S By p-bda

= AE

S

The Secretary to Government,
Revenue Department,

MADRAS.

8ir,

I have the honour to state for the information of Government,
that this Association supports the recent Memorial of the Madras
Chamber of Commerce, urging the exemption of Tea=seed, as well as
Chemical Manures, from Import Dutye ‘

The Association does this on t‘ho geheral principle that Govern=-
ment should give all reasomable encouragement to the importation of
articles intended for the improvemant of Agriculture.

I have the honou” to be, 811:.
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of Southern India,

; 7859 )
v :
Ty écretary to Government, :
y Revenue Department,
7, _FORT ST. GEORGE,
Sir,
with reference to G.OeRooSQO Mis. of 6th November, 1896, I have

the honour tp state that careful inquiries have been instituted in
regard to the extent to which Artificial Manures have been used by
Planters in Southern India during the last ten years,

2). The @Government called upon the Board of Revenue for a state-
ment of Imports of these Manures, and requested the U. .A.S.I. to

furnish a return of the quantity used by Planters.

3)e The best and quickest means of ohtaining the return called
for, ﬁas to ask the chierf lmporting firms to give from their books
the quantities of the various kinds of Chemical Manures imported by
them, and supplied to Planters, It is from this source that the

8ta’ ustics now submitted have been obtained,

4), Figures received in this manner shov that the following
Manures were imported into Southern India during the last four years,

and it may be fairly assumed that all have passed through the hands

of Planters:=

A S
784 tons Nitrate of Soda
I63 ® juriate of Potash
56‘ * ©Sulphate of Ammonia
46 . Kainit Salts
3 ® Phosphate of Asmonia
é ®  SBulphate of Soda

I3 * Nitrate of Potash
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B
425 tons Supefphosphates
34 w " of Lime
fz ® Dissoclved Bones

( List B. comprises Manures that are not, properly speaking, Chemi- L
lcal lhnuies, but they are mentioned here in view of the possib111t§

that they may be of interest.)

5)e Although Government.called for a statem=q* ~* tp-__—a-e—
of Chemical Manures used by Planters during the last ten years, it
will be seen that the returns given do not go beyond 1893. Chemical
Manures have only come into appreciable use during the 1ast Tew
years, and I893 may be fairly taken as the starting point, any ime-
ports prior tolthat time being probably unworthy of note. It 13'
believed that these Manures are -oming more and more 1nt6 use, year
by year, as thelr worth becomes known; and it iz certain that many i
Planters have latterly displayed an inereasing inclination to study  $4f,
the problem of high cultivation, and to carry theory into practice b g
by adopting the system of using Artificial Menures whenever it ap=
pears likely to offer solid advantages. :
6)s Perhaps the chief reason why Arti!icial Mamures have not,

and do ﬁot, come into more general use, is to be found in thear high

cost.  There is little room for doubt that a reduction of cost

would be gquickly followed by a growth of demand; aad it 48 on thia
ground more especially that this Azaociation has VQntured to drsl‘tho
attention of eovernment to the qncation vt tha oxyadiancr ur gettlns
~these produot- qxamptod rrun ﬂuport Duty; 1n'ordor that thc acsi tn
users may'Va a slev as paasiblo. ;;;{_, _1; E.,T,“;Vw”jﬂs‘i”](u
In %} 5 connection I may remark that ome Importer, who had to

pay a cons derahle sum as Import Bnty nn a shiplnnt of’ﬂhnnres,
writes:=- ® Since then I did not find it proritabli to ‘import any

ey
more, as the selling price had naturally to be raised, and Planters

would not care to buy this fertilizer at & very expensive price,”

In other words, here is a positive instance of trade having
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7). It is almost unnecessary to draw the attention of Govern=

gument that an jncreased use of Manures would result

and thus benefit not only planters and

ment to the ar

in an increase of crops,

agriculturists but the country generally, On the other hand, an

Import Duty on chemical Manures acts directly in restraint of thé

ase of these alds %O Agriculturi*wand indirectly retards the expan=

sion of the agricultural industrye

Y
8). I have the honour to remark furthe’ Adat the Act itself

of 1896 ) under which Imp¢ ,cy has been levied on

( Act III .
;etv. No.?l ) that Manures of

these products, provides ( in Scb'

all kinds, including Animal Bones, shall enter this country Free of

Duty.

ports of Manures, so tha

The evident intention of this clause is to exempt all im=

t the levy of a tax thereon under the head-

stent with the spirit of the

ing of »Chemicals,® 1s clearly jnconsi

Acte
9). Should a douit exist as %0 the e
India, and should Government wish to

xpediency of trusting to the

bona fides of the Importer in

make sure that all articles imported as Manures shall be used only

gqua Manures, it is believed that every Importer could easily make

eet the government®s wishes in this respecte.

arrangements to m
the aim of the government to give

10)e. In the pelief that it is

all reasonable encouragement %o the importation

improvement of Agriculttre, and in the Fodddyg#f rullest confidence

in the soundness of the fiscal policy of tne Government of India in

this Association desires to urge *t

of articles fof the

regard to this mattery hat if

Artificial Manures can be imported at a moderate cost, the usé of

them will Bpread among the Indian ryots, as well as among Planters,

&5 tiie vory great advaphge of the countiy:
i1 have the honour to be, Sir,

Your mosgt obedient Servant,

™
/ﬁ/l.w afh»mﬂ\ 8
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gt&ering that ale‘t'mt??fbe desp t%k:d tg;ﬁef@onr sment éff;diiforwu&m- asii g, f&fﬁvﬁnﬁbﬁ’ G
. wousideration, a memorial f wu the Chamber o Commerce, Madras, Yot e Bl e
of ~— from iwport duty: VI, PO R R - ption
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9 _ No. 267, Reveyue, 27mn Arrir 1897.

e A QU

e P i .
B e A (1

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

BEVENUE DEPARTMENT,

———

Rexp—agein G.0., Mis, No, 4390, Revenue, dated 6¢h N

ovember 1896 +.

e

cture and, if
2 The United Planters’ Association is requested to furnish g ret

Rt 0 T ki aii oY b urn of ¢ i
of such m yures used by _the p;antem, during each of the last ten years, ;i;:i;z?e,

(True Extract.)

(Signed)
Ag. 8

i G. STOKES,
 the Board of Revenne (Sepamte B ecretary to Government,
tary, United Planters’ Association,

130 hf‘e:‘ ;ién’BIe hdr H. P, Hodgson,

——— s

2y

following letter from G, G, ARR UTHNOT, Tsq,,
of Commerce, Madras, to the Chief S
ebruary 1897 . —
- I have the honour to request that you will be gooqd enough fo *the enclosed
‘the nent  subjeet of the exem tion 1, ot dut
te seed and chemieal manures, and to express the hupe thatp the Chambe :-reqlwt;s};
i recelve the support of the Madrag Government,

Chairman, Chambep
ecrotary to Government, dateq bth

e —————

Al Excrosure,
From G. G, ARBUTHNOT, Esq., Chairm

0 to the Government of India,
Febroary 1897 .—

I ksve the honour to state th

to that the attention of the Chamber has recent] been dire

ject of the Ievy of import duty on tea seed and chemical manures, a.x'iV impzstlzg?zg
neonsistent with the Spirit of the Tariff Aot and opposed to the policy of the
ndia re tdx:}gt hllae development of the industries andpresourcea of the conntry,

0 94, oertain seeds are indieated 83 subjec

an, Chamber of Commeree, Madras,

, Oh to the Secretar
Legislative Department, Caloutta, da i h

ted Madras, 6th

b, © : ‘ t o a duty of 5 f
) and_‘i‘a all o:;:e: sorts,” which inelude tea seeds, to z 5

ocers Shat, it is impolitic 49 impose  fax upon seeds

view to im ml F%nfm}, !

)

ol xxported into Southern India during the last four years, and it may beta;rly asmed = R

No. 267, Revesue, 27tH Apkin 1897,

3

~

would be inadvisable, then I have the honour to request that tea seed may be specially exempted,
for in taxing this seed the Government is practically imposing an export duty on tea. Tea

chests and the lead lining for them are imported free, and it seems illogical not to exempt tea
seed from duty,

With regard to chemical manures, under Schedule IV, No. 74 o'f the Tariff Act “ manures
of all kinds, including animal bones,” are admitted free, but chemical msnures are t,a.xed'na
chemicals. In 1895 the Government of India was not prepared to accept the recommendation
of the Madras Government that these manures should be exempted from daty, owing, presum.
ably, to the possibility of such imports being applied oth.ervglse than as manures. The chamber
has not forgotten the Hon’ble Mr. Westland’s remarks in Council that 1t is not the fact that an
article is to be used for a certain purpose that gives it its clafm to exemptmp, 'but the fact that in
ordinary practice that and no other is the purpose for which the article 1s imported and used,
and that the article is such and of such special character that on its importation it may be‘ at once
presumed that use as an exempted article is the purpose for which it1s required. The Chamber :,
13 of opinion that if importers signed a declaration that the chemicals were imported for the §
sole purpose of being used as manures they ought to be admitted free, as the 1mposition of an : |

import duty amounts in this csse also to the imposition of an export duty on tea and coffes,
aud is a serious drawback to efficient cultivation.

The C(hamber trusts that the Government of India v_vill take these !naf:tf'rs into considera-
tion, and that it will agree to the amendment of the Act in the mauner indicated.

— e

Reap—the following letter from the Secretary to the United Planters’ Association of

Southern India, to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, dated
Madras, 13th February 1897 :—

T have the honour to state, for the information of Government, that this Associ-
ation supports the recent memorial of ‘the Madras Chambpr of Commerce, urging the
exemption of tea seed, as well as chemical manures, from import duty.

The association does this on the general principle that Government

all reasonable encouragement to the importation of articles intended for
ment of agriculture.

should give
* improve-

Reap—+the following letter from the Secretary to the United Planters’ Association of

Southern India, to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, dated
Madras, 8th February 1897 :—

With referenco to G.0., Mis. No. 4390 of 6th November 1896, I huve the
honour to state thut careful inquiries have been instituted in regard to the extent to

which artificial manures have been used by planters in Southern India during thé;lé‘at
ten years. ' 1 T

2. The Government called upon the Board of Revenue  for a statement o

imports of these manures, and requested the United Planters’ Association: of Southern
India to furnish a return of the quantity used by planters. . | 3

3. The best and quickest means of obtaining the return ealled for was to usk
the chief importing firms to give from their books the quantities of the various kinds

of chemical manures imported by them and supplied to planters. It is from this
source that the statistics now su.bmitted have been obtained, .

4. Figures received in this manner show that the following manures were

.

at all have passed through the hands of planters :—
| U8 o g g

Nitrate of soda ...
Muriate of potash ... 1T
Sulphute of ammonia ., e
Kainit salts See TS
Phogphate of ammonia
Sulphate of soda
Nitrate of potash
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Superphosphates

it R Y

= of lime
Dissolved bones

. gw (List B. comprises manures that are not, ing. chemical manureg

‘but they are mentioned here in view of the poss hey may be of iﬂlerest). )
\ l’) Aliheugh Government called :
i) manures used by planters during the
. given do not 8o beyond 1893, i

4Quth451belas

come into appreciable
the starting point, any
It is believed that thege
year, as their worth becomes
5 . '8 D atterly displayed an inereqs:
s tion t y the probl.em 0 y and to carry theory into pructice
- by adopting the system of using a henever it appears likely to offer
~ solid advantages,
L RS Perhaps the chief reason why artificial manures have not, ang
~ into more general use, is to he found in their high  cost, Th:are is li]t(;h? ?ﬁ%xﬁoﬁﬁ
~ doubt that a reduction of cost would he quickly followed by th of demang - and
.1t is on this ground more especiully that thig association tured to dray the
attention of Government to the question of the expediency of gotting these
exempted from import duty, in order that the cost to user. : ‘
In this connection I may remark that one importer,
e ty hipment of manures, writes :—
le to import any fore, as the selling pri : ly to be raj
ould Aggn}j;?ape”to buy this fertilizer at a Very expensive pgce.”‘ it
. In other wg\rflsf,_,here;is a Ppositive instance of trade having been stifled by the
- import duty. T R
PR q;p}_d‘sft ;nmecessary to draw the attention of Government ¢, the
. argument that au~,inc}'§f§ﬂgd us¢ of manures would result in an ingreage of crops, and
thus be;l‘éﬁt',l}gt%?@l}ﬂ ;@ferg-and‘ag”iculturists but the country generally, ()1,1 the
e hand, an fimponfdnfy on ehemical manures acts directly in restraint of the use
. of these aids to ag) ture and indirectly retards the expansion of the agricultural

1 nour o remark further that the Act its
ch import duty. has been levied o
) that manures of all kinds,
duly. The evident i 1 ‘ e 18 to ¢ imports of manures
50 that the levy of a tax thereon ) i u Chemifals,»- is eleauzly
,‘inﬁogsistenb'with' the spirit of the Act,
ygfmpott@r_in ingdia, an 1oulc | . sure that all articleg imported
as manures shall be ugeq only qua manures, it is believed that every importer ¢ould
easily make arrangements to meet the Government’s wishes i, this respect,

‘o

sres to urge that. if artificial manures

them will spread amo ; the Indian

he very groat advantage the countr st et
Sk~ ] ff(}‘luyn‘ RO iy e
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. . To the Secretary to Government, Revenne Department.

Ta.hs'ildarg report that nitrate of gog
making nitrie acid o in any other manufactyr
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Rrip—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Separate Revenue),
Mis. No. 820, dated 2nd March 1897 - —

Read—Reminder from Government, Revenue Department, No. 25, dated 19th
February 1597,

Lesolution—Mis, No. 820, dated 2nd March 1897.

In G.0., Mis. No. 4390, Rev
(1) for a statement showing the
Madras Presidency during the las ]

’
2. The reports of the Collectors o
noticed below, sh
years. The ¢
cal manures from forei

1889-90
1890-91
1893-94
1894-95
1895-96

The Collector of South Canara gives the following imports of nitrate of soda in
the last ten years as mports of chemical manures:—

TONS.
1893-94 g j :

s ved wdf o 2
1894-95 S e 76
1895“96 LR wr tee o . 77

The Collector of Malabar has not yet replied,
3. With rega  “a the enquiry of Government on the second point mentioned in

(the first paragrapn ubove, the Collector of ‘nddapah states that about 289 Ibs.

of nitrate of soda is used Per ~anum in the distriet for making fire-works,
apparently confounded ni . s

Customs, Madras,

Collectors of other

soda nor any other cherm*

or in any other manufac -re.
replied.

4. The repc-ts of tne Collectors of Malabar and Nilgiris will be submitted as
80on as they are reoeived.

have not yet

(Bigned)  EDMUND MILLmrr,
; A!sistant}&eretar‘j.

R,

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue _ be Revenne),"m;
SEv . No.1008, dated 15th March 1897 - z
 Bead—the following ltter from 1 the Collector of Malabar,

March 1897 :—
Proceedings, Mis, No. 4

2. Wi
8 or any other o

s . e a
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iz % i) 5%, Excrosura.
su'“ m famnn the quantity of chemical manures imported at the several ports in the
; m , ‘d_j,s%rint c?f Malabar for o period of five years from 1801-92. 4

5

s B cpudimt Qurpudsiy
Telli- Bada« ool !

| : - ; a8
8 Y R

! Lavav &
| e I" ———
] ) ) e ' QUG

cherry. o gira, Caliout. {u")'PﬂW-'CochixL Total.

o st DU GRS

1 i
3 : .
; ﬁf Ling 6o \sﬁ'ﬂ

i

66
1
40
LTS 1
. 14
saig 60 s
2 .
v 403¢%

L ; 8’*
7 30

A
USTRIUNES IR Sau— T P

[ —

8303 | ooy

~Mis. No. 1008, dated 15th March 1897
itted to Government in
“2nd Mareh 1897, +

(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) EDMUND MILLETT,
'y to G?‘}mrnmfs.‘mvema Department. . A R

continuation of Board’s Proceedings, Mis, No. 820

Ordered that the following letter be
despatched to the Government of India.

tract,)
 (Signed)  @. STOKES
~ Ag Seareary to Government,

ST
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