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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
25th October 1867,
No. 506, Read the following letter from the Conser' “tor of Forests, to the -

Secretary to Governinent, Revenue Department, Fort St. George, dated
Madras, Tth October 1867 , No. 295 :—

1. I have the honor to forward, for the consideration and orders of Govern-
ment, a lotter to my addross, dated 26th June 1867, from R. J. Lowry, Esq., Coffee
Planter, Ponachi. (A), with a prospectus of a proposed Annamallay Timber Com-
pany (B).

2. The tract of forest where the proposed operations are contemplated is the
Ponachi valley, in the south Annamallay hills, and is the smaller plot marked red
in the Map, which accompanied Major Michacl’s report of this little-known region,

.recorded in Proceedings of Government, 1st J uly 1863, No. 1 ,154, Revenue Depart-

ment. That officer first ‘brought to the notice of Governmeni the importance of
this alpine tract, and proposed, paragraph 13, that the two portions marked in red
should Le reserved forests, :

3. A narrative of an exploratory tour in 1858 up this valley into the
beautiful highlands beyond, which are conterminous with the elevated plateau of
Cochin, will be found at Page 289 of my “Forests of Southern India,” and may be
referred to for a description of the physical featurcs of the country.” The gorge of
the valley of the Toorakadu river, above which the forest in question stands, is

. shewnin plate 13, sketched by Colonel D. Hamilton,

Agreement. 4. Foresr AGrERMENT.—On 17th

In consideration of being allowed by the Officia-  June 1865 an agrcement was drawn np
ting Conscrvator of Forests, Captain Richard . 3 s
Uenry Deddome, to fell the Teak and Black. between Mr. Lowry and Captain Bed-

wood frees above four (4) feet in circum. dome, copy of which is entered in the

ference, and of being allowed to remove all . . .
fallen timber of the same kinds on the margin. Thiy may be called a permnt

- Ponachi hills at a seigniorage of two (2) to remove fallen Teak and Blackwood

Annas per cubic foot, I, Robert John Lowry, . . .
do agree to fell only in localities above the top timber from the Ponachi valley, and

of the ghaut (called the Ponachi ghaut), and to fell standing trees of not less than

do also hereby agree to give personal super- four feet ; .
2. : n girth on y
vision to the work, and to sce that the young . . g pay mel_lt of a
trees and saplings are not wilfully injured or - scigniorage of 2 Annag per cubic foot,

cut down, and that none of tle above timber leviable at foot of the ghaut, The area

be removed from the foot of the ghaut until .
it has been measured and stam;ed by the 15 roughly defined « above the top of

Forest Department, the ghaut.” It is said that Mr. R, J.

And I, Captain Richard Henry Beddome of the T ' L
other part, do hereby agree to allow the said  Lowry will g1ve personal supervision

- Robert John Lowry to fell and remove all the ¢ to the work,” and will « see that the

“ abovementioned timber on the payment of .
the scigniorage of two (2) Annas per cubic y?ung t.re.es and saplings are not
foot as long ‘as the herein abovestated condj. ¢ wilfully injured or cut down.” Per-
tions are adhered to by him. fecd : .
(Signed) R.II. BEDDOyE, Mission t.o con‘cn.nfe opcrations gg long
»» ) R.J.LOWRY. as the said conditions are fulfilled was

17tk June 18G5, ( grantcd;

5. In G. 0. No. 1,497, dated 30th June 1865, Revenue Department, the
sanction of Government was given to the arrangement, with the remark that the
“ price is certainly very low,” but that it wag. of importance that such a con-
“ tract should fall into respectable hands to prevent its abuse.” .

6. Roap AcrEEMENT.—On 15th Scptember 1865 Governxﬁent, on the recom-
raendation of My, Gmnt\,r‘t!}e Collector, sang:ﬁoned the ‘construction by Mr, Lowry4
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2 Proceedings of the
25th October 1867,

“to assume possession, eontrol, and management of the road gt
“ option, paying to Mr. Lowry the cost of construction,”

permitted to put a toll on the use of the road so long as it rem
Of this permission he has no, availed himsclf,

any time at their
Mr. Lowry was also
ains in his DPossession,

7. This is o statement of the facts u
addressed me on the subjec

having funds to carry on tl

Company, which he presur
Captain Beddome.

p to June 1867, wh
t, and it appears from hig letter (

10 proposed operations, he i led
nes is practicable on the b

en Mr, Lowry
Priragrapl 5) that not
to the formating of g
asis of hig agreement with

8. PEnsovaL mATURE OF THE AGREEMENT.—] am of opinion that the 4

greement
. (]

1s purely personal to Mr., Lowry, and consequently he canpot transfor or agsion the
. . . o
privileges it conveys without the concurrence of Government, It may Perliaps be
advisalle to consult the Law Officers of Governm t,and also op the
power of Governme

9. Two separato questions present themsel
1st.—The road (Ponachi ghaut),

2ud.—The forest work.

10. The first

road. My own
t d ‘Oads’ and thig 1
Tportance, and My, Tgy, s charac

ork will be wel] done, J acter

r, Supermtendmg ngi

aflords a certain guarantee that the w
1. T requested Colonel Walke

fessional opinion on the present stat

ces 24 000) v to date et
et from Imperial allotments, The Forest Department also is nOth ) p%itil())eu;o
provide this sum , although the resources of the valley woylq admit of o . n to
towards it. : :

12, Supposing that fund
second quostion is what should be the actiop of Gorv,
poscd Timber Company ? I have already stateq that the forest tractq marked in reg
in the Map, were wisely reserved in the first instance, and wit} ’the Sanctir(x) ;‘ed
extension of the Great Southern of India Railway, €

and th

8 are not forthcoming to rej

Madras G’overmnent,‘Revenue Department, D
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" " the permit to Mr. Lowry, the seigniorage on

" Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 3

. 25¢h October 1867.

with the Nambiddy of Kolungode, the Forest Department is prepared to work the
Ponachi forest, if the road difficulty can be arranged.

13.  Varveor Tie Tnuser.—As to the value of the Teak timber, Major Michael,
1863, (loc. ¢it.) reported that ¢ tlho trees are ope and all stunted in size and of

_ ¢ no great value.” Captain Beddome, 18635, states that ¢ many of the (Teak) trees

¢ are past their prime, and there being much fallen timber, it is annually deteriora-
“ ting in value.” The estimated value of the Teak and Blackwood in the proposed
Timber Company’s prospectus, and in Mr. Carter’s report to Mr. Staines, the
Secrctary, is much higher. The discrepancy is very great, it may be partly

~ explained by Mr. Lowry having explored the lateral ravincs, while Major Michael

and Captain Beddome alluded to the trecs seen on both sides of the ghaut. Consi-
dering that Government would require an exact report wpon the present state of
the forest before issuing orders on the subject, I dirccted Captain Beddome in my
letter (E), dated 6th September 1867, No. 210, to proceed to Ponachi and to preparo
a valuation survey; Lis Report (1Y) dated 29th Scptember 1807, has just been

received. Ilc estimates the total amount of timber which can be brought down

as follows i —
Left bank of Toracadoo.

’ Tons.

Teak e 2,500
Blackwood ... .. 1,600
4,000

" Ricur paAxg.—Ile states that ¢ there are only a few teak Trees worth felling,
and hardly ablackwood tree to be met with.”

Vaxcer vaLLer.—* Teak soon disappears, and all the forest is very poor.”

14. The formation of the proposed Company for fifteen ycars as solicited, with-
out carcful restriction as to number and size of trees felled, and the area over which
the operations are to extend, is tantamount to abandonment of the forest altogether.
The preservation of the forests is only practicable by its remaining in the hands
of the State, which alonc can secure the proper treatment, and it may be here noted
that the reservation of all Teak forests has Deen strongly insisted upon by the
Secretary of State. ' : .

15. TrorosiL To Fory A CoMpaxy.—An agreement exists with Mr. Lowry
individually, and it will be the desire of Government to act liberally in the matter,
but if ho cannot take advantage of his agreement, it secms to me very undesirable,

_ in the intcrests of this department, to sanction the opcrations of a Company over

which a very limited control can be exercised, in juxtaposition to our own esteh-

lishment at Annamallay. '

16. 'There is one remaining point. In the Order of Government sanctioning
Teak and Blackwood is epecificd at two
annas per cubie foot.  Vengay is notspecified, byt in the first and se.omd paragraphs
of the prospectus it is included at one anua per cubic foot. This rate is so low that
1 do not feel justified in recommending it, but Vengay might be givenat 2 Annas
per cubic foot, which is still very low, the seigniorage of tho district belng 4 .lupees
per trec, or at least 3 Annas-per cubic foot. ‘
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lithographed Report (G) of Mr. Cart
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€eT, as to the present condsi-
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Orprr THEREON, 25th October 1867, No. 2,517,

] 1. The Government observe that the condition
uorests, Ho. 1. of ¢ personal supervision’ by Me, Lowry was the special
ground on whigh in June 1865 they sanctioneq the
agrecment wit], him, Proposed by Captain Beddome, for felling ang removing the
Teak ang Blackwood trees “ip 4 Very inaceessih) '
and they certa :

e valley above t)e Ponachi ghaut,”
8 essential conditign,

, for

reat surprise that the locality in
Vo which, by @. 0.1st J uly 1863, on Major Michael’g report
allays, forwardeq 1, i

Government Purposes, ang they g
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The termg of th
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its completion to ¢,
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1 = ost vague
) and which is m
ime been submitted to Government, b
< r the first time imited as to time. lechorn, be
habt n(l);z:loity, and absolutely unllmlt}‘: limit of five years, named by rll)trn? o et
as to . fter the limit imilar agrecme .
7. They desire that l;iriium duration of a’“yhsiﬂzﬂ:;yosuch agreement is to
strictly o‘bserved1 atshtlze tnhle local limits witllnn Wcir(;umstances will allow. o
2 tly as ication wi
Department, and . ement as exac r commun .
op(frafe b dofirodin e agr.eu await the results of the fu‘:f:: Conservator can bring
§. The Goverm?en?lﬁ;w to accept the above offer,
d ifhe is willing
Mr. Lowry, an

€ )
(=)

True Extract.) DLESTON,
( (Signed) W-Sligmry to Government.

To the Conservator of Forests.
e.
the Board of Revenu.
y th: Department Public Works.

Fxd. §. T. Avgustia.
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