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Proceedings of the Madras (x‘nrgrnmen(, Revenue Department,
Tth October 1867.

No. 138. Read the following Despatch from the Right onorable the Secretary
of State for Iudia, (Iublic Works,) to His Exccllency the Right Honor-
able the Governor in Council, Fort St. George, dated India Office, London,
23rd August 1867, No. 25:—

1. I berewith transmit a copy of a letter from Colonel Haly, together with
its enclosure from Sir Arthur Cotton, on the subject of the destruction of fisheries
in Indian rivers, caused by the anicuts construeted near theiy mouths,

2. Colonel ITaly urges the necessity of taking immediate steps to cnable tho
fish to pass these rivers and return to their spawning grounds, after having been
carried down by the monsoon floods, by tho formation of ladders, similar to the
Salmon ladders in Europe. '

3. I am of opinion that the subject 13 of suflicient importance to be deserving
of the attention of your Government; and Dr. Day, who took out the fish for the
Neilgherry streams, might probably be consulted with ad\'ant.agr.‘.

From Colonel G. T. IIALY, to the Right Ilonorable the Secretiry of State for India, dated 12,
St. Stephen’s Road, Ilammersmith, 31st July 1867,

1. The accompanying copy of a letter from Sir Arthur Cotton is so fully corrobnrative of all
that I have alvanced regarding the destruction of tho fisherics of India Ly a want of foresizht in
carrying out works of irrigation in that country, that I do mysclf tho honor t» venture to draw
particular attention to it. '

2. The necessity that immediate steps ehould be taken on this important subject is so evident,
that I eball refrain from commenting on it, further than to remark on the fast that every day's
delay may be tho dastruction of millions of fish as they are now migrating and being carried down
over tho weirs, &c., by the swollen state of tho rivers, streams, &e., caused by the monsoon now
prevailing ; thercfore unless measures are at once taken aud carried out with vigour, thcir return

is fur cver prevented.

3. Iam not fully prepared to say what is tho exast #pawning season, or the period at which

the fish commence their upward course for that purpose, but I am under a strong impression that

it isabout the cnd of the year, and should I be correct in this, there still remain from five to 8ix
months for operations, during which much mizht be done by creating even temporary fish-ladders,
&c., to facilitate the onward course of fish to their Rpawning haunts. '

4. I shall only further at present add that if my scrvices, consequent on tho interest I take
in this subject and the knowledze I Lave of it, can be thought of any avail in furthering so
important a matter a3 furthering the conservancy of tho fi-heries of India, they bave only to be
commanded, and that if I were authorized, I would at once proceed to India further to prosecute
my cnquiriea, &c., and which I would be willing 10 do by simply having Iy expenses paid.

Copy of a letter from Sir ARTHUR CO TTON, k.c.s. L, to Colonel @. T. IraLy,
Raving reference to the destruction of the Fisheries of India by works of Irrigation as
now carried oul.

I. With referenco to our correspondence about the eflect of the irrigation works in India
upon the fisheries, I beg to stato that, in my opinion, it is a matter of considerablo importanco
that this matter should be attended to.

2. In 1835 we built awcir in Tanjore, called the Colcroon Anicut, about thirty miles from tLe
sea, where that river is about 1,100 yards broad in two channels, In the fullowing year a pro-
digious quantity of fish were stopped by it as soon as the freshes came down, and immense quantitics
wero annually taken at it, of course generally full of roe.

3. Thave not heard of the weir for nearly thirty years, so that I cannot say whether the fish
continue] to try ts aszend the river, and in 1830 we constructed another weir across the Godavery,
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about forty miles from thysea, where itis 4,00 salibroadin far channdls. The weirisnyw o ‘
14 20 18 feet Lizh, ani the Waler passes over it ty tho depth of 14 to 16 feetin a fall fresh.  In
the fulloning years the Guantities of fish aescmble | at it ag goun a3 the first water of the monsoon

\ . . .
-reached the sea was prodizivus, aul many tous uscd to be killed in a dar, some of them Lve or
six feet lonz,

4. Thave not heard how the case is for many years. I shou!l sarposd that the injury to
the coast fisheries must Lo very great, now that seven of the priucipal rivers on the Last Coast,
viz., the Coleroon or Cauvery, the Peunaar in Svuth Areot, the Pallaur, the Peynaur in .\.\.‘”th‘,'
the Kistna, the Godarerr, and the Mahanuldy are thus barred. It sccms to me that this matter
uiust be weil worthy of the attention of Government,

P. S.—I should mention that there isa lung icterval Letween the arrival of tho monsan:

water and the time when there i3 suZcicut passing over the weir to allow of the fi,h goingover it i
- ° ’
July 20tk 1847, ‘

—

Transferred to the Revenue Department, with reference to the Orders in that
Department of the 1114l Septewber 1867, No, 2,140.

(Signed) J. IL M. SIAW STEWART, Major, I, I3, | :

, :
Under Secrelary to Governnent.

1s¢ Octoler 1867,
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No. 139. Osorr Tezroy, 7th Octoler 1867, No. 2,348, :
R ] |

. L Miscellaneons, J 1. Communicated to tho Board of Revenue and to !
# the Collectors of the Godavery, Kistna, and Tanjore Dis- '

tricts, in continuation of G. O dated 11th Septeraber 1867, - I

No. 2,110,
2. The former and present papers will also be communicated to the Collectors
of Nellore and- South Arcot, for report on the points specified in the first order if
the state of things deseribed cxists at the anicuts in their districts.

3. The papers will also be sent to Dy, Day for any remarks he may wish to :
offer,

e e e e e

(True Extract.)
(Signed) W, HUDLESTON, . !

Secrelary o Govermment.

To the Doard of Reverue.

. the Cullector of Godavery. | _'
. the do. of Kistna. :
»the  do. of Tanjore,

.» the do.  of Nellore.
wte  do. of South Arcot. \
To Surzeon I. Day, x. p. :
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