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’ Proceedings of " the Madras Gocernment, Revenue Departinent,
T 3rd Octoher 1867. -
J __ ‘ —
No. §7. voal the following Despatch from the Right Ilonorable the Secretar.y
' of State for India, ( revenue—Forests,) to 1lis Exccllency the Right
Ionorable the Governor in Council, Fort St. George, dated India Office,
London, 31st August 1867, No, 5:— '
1. The Despatch from your Lxcellency in Council, numbered 5, Forests,
and dated the 25th of Juné last, which transmitted tho report of tho Officiating

- _adonscrvator of Forests for the year 1865-66, and your I’roceeaings' thereon, has

been considered by me in Counuil.
2. . The decrease of profit in this ycar is chiefly accounted for by the injudi-
: cious abolition of the seigniorage on

’ 1865-66. . gs. - bamboos, which was restored in March
vemciphs e e e 321581 g0g :

Expenditure oo 2,50,802 ; . . :

_— 3. It is very satisfacfory to me to-

- Net profit ... 61,779 1oarn that works connected with planta-

Profit of 1861-65... 72133 tions have been pushed forward with

) . _energy and success. The subject is one
of great importance to tlio prosperity of the country. Licutenant Walker descrves
credit for the arrangement which he has made with the Railway Company with
respeet to fucl for locomotives in.the Salem District. Under the former system,
Loth the Government and the Cowpany scem to have been defrauded. I'am clad
to learn that the supply in this Collectorate is still suflicient, but, as Licutenant
Walker justly remarks, it will be advisable to keep up the supply by applying
measures of conservancy to additional tracts of firewood jungles. :

4. 1 fogrct 1o observe that similar pruderce docs not scem to have been
cxercised in regard to the Sholas in the Ncilgherries.  Secretary Earl de Grc).' and
Ripon, in his Despatch of the 16th of May (No. 16) 1866, called for an explanation
as to certain observatigns in the Lorest Report for 1864-65, which seemed to indi-
cate that there had been a great sacrifice of onc of these sholas.  But no reply has
been received to that portion of Ilis, Lordship’s Despatch. From the expressions
in thid report, it would scem that the tenant of the Devi shola has rot even fulfilled
the conditions on which this shola was made over to him,and that other large
tracts of these sholas have been sold. I trust that you have alrcady issued orders
to prohibit the alienation from the Forest Department of any more of theso tracts
of jungle or firewood. .

5. I observe that Major Morgan complains of the want of medicines for his

cstablishment, althouch he had indented for them, and mentions cspecially quinine.

and chlorodyne. Care should be taken that a sufficient supply of such imedicines
ghould Le provided for all Forest cstablishments. It is no less the duty than the
interest of Government to take the best measures in their power for preserving the
health of  those who are exposed to the cffects of such unhbalthy localitics as the
forests. . '

6. Another point alluded to in the report, secms to me to be far from satis-
factory. ‘T'wo fires are mentioned as having destroyed a large amount of wood in
thie Devi shola, but no explanation of tho origin of themis given. I desire to
receivo more information than the papers supply in regard to two fires from which
g0 much damage, as 13 implied in Captain Beddome's réport, resulted, It is also
f.r from creditable to the Forest Department of the Aunamallays that the disastrous



-

PP I,

—— - e —n e —— S e e e e e e e A mm e S e s m bk e s e o S A ————

Proceedings of the Madras Gocernment, Rerenue Department,
' : 3-d October 1867. v

A

losses by fire which occurred in those forests should be attributalle to the want of
proper arrangements to sccure the depdts from the annual fires.  As Dr. Cleghorn
has made a scparate report to you on this matter, I shall not notice it further licre,
since you will, doubtless, have issucd instructions which awill prevent such results
in future. .

7. Trcly on your assurance, that the delays which have hitherto oocurred in
seudiug home these annual reports shall not recur. '

8. The extension of the Forest Act to the Presidency of Madras is, T observe,

. . under your consideration. The subject scems, from the remarks of the locul

Forest Oilicers, one of some urgeney.

. . No. 83. Orprr Tuereow, 3rd October 1867, No. 2,322,

Forests, No. 5. ~ L, Ordered to Le ‘communicntc.l
to the Conscrvator of Forests for Lis
information and guidance.

2. Tho Proccedings of Goveta-
32:h Augast 185¢, Noa. 810, sm:' ment noted in the margin will be
10¢h OCL')‘““_" moow 262205 transmitted to the Scerctary of S:ate

with reference to paragraph 4 of this Despatch, and the atteation of the Board of

‘evenur and the Conservator of Forests will bo requested to the observation

contained in the latter part of it. |

"3 Paragraph 5 will Le communidated to the Inepector General of the

Medical Department, through the Public Department, for hiy information anl

guidance. ‘

4. The fires alluded to in para-
( ) : graph 6 bave reecived the attantion of
parazraph 4 of the Order). \ .
Do 20k March 1806, Nos. =07, 508, Goverument, and the papers on the
b b G aper, A —=31% fpara- ubject noted in tho margin will b
SZi.:ar; “1 S(U;'.“'Cun:ena.or sletter, dated 1o transmitted to the Secretary of State.
Do. 24tk April 1806, Nus. 539, 590. 5. The Board of Revenue will
Po-dstdue o, 83, 8. expedite their reply to the Order of
(;uvcrnmcnt, dated 15th October 1866, No. 2,799, regarding the extension of tho

Forest Act to this Presidency.

Prcerlings. %t January 1865, Nos. CT, Gs,

(True Extract.)
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,

Sceretary to Government.
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