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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
26th September 1867,

No. 431.  Read the following letter from the Secretary to the Board of Revonue,
to the Sccretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort St. George,
dated Madras, 24th September 1867, No. 6,139 :—

1. In the Order of Government, under date 16th April 1867, No. 866, the
Board of Revenue are requested to take care that a report on the working of the
new Stamp Act (Act No. XXVI. of 1867) is submitted to Government sufficiently
carly to allow of its despatch to Calcutta by the last Steamer in September.

2. I am accordingly directed by the Board to forward, for the information of
Government, the annexed filo of reports on the working of the Act, received from
the Collectors of seventcen Districts, and from the Superintendent of Stamps at
Madras. The reports of the Collectors of the Kurnool and Madras Districts have
not yet reached the Board, but they will be submitted as soon as received.

. 3. The Government will observe that the Collectors complain gonerally that
it is difficult to form any estimate of the working of an Act within such a very
ehort period of its introduction, and beforo its somowhat intricato provisions have
become by any means gonerally known. .

4. It appears, however, to be the genoral opinion that, that portion of the
Act which require a Stamp on )It}gisterial and Criminal petitions has worked satis-
factorily, and has tended to preveat frivolous and vexatious complaints.

5. Those portions of the Schedule B.,’ which scemed to require a Stamp on
every petition in the Revenue Department, are almost unanimously condemned as
likely to cause great injustice to the agricultural classes, by restricting their com-
munications with tho Revenue suthorities; but the interpretation given to this
portion of the Act in tho Order of Government, under date 18th June 1867,
No. 1,355, Revenue Department, in which all petitions or applications in any way
connccted with the scttlement of the Land Revenue were held to be included under
the excmption clausc, has removed the most objectionable feature in this portion of
the enactinent.

6. The remarks of the Superintendent of Stamps, as to the great inconve-
nience likely to be ceused by tho requirements of the Act in so lurgely increasing tho
sumber of the different values of stamped papers, have already been brought under
the notice of Government in the Board’s Proccedings, dated 31st July 1867, No.
4,907, and the Board will rescrve their own remarks upon the enactment for their
gencral report about to be submitted in conformity with the Order of Government,
under date 26th Muy 1867, No. 1,200. They desire me to express their regret
that they have found it impossiblo to submit the latter report in August as dosired,
but it is now receiving their best consideration, and will be forwarded to Govern-
ment very shortly. )

7. I am directed by the Board to bring under the notice of Government the
inordinate dclay, which is sllowed to tako place in the offico of the Canarese Trans-
lator to Government, in supplying the Collector of Canara with the necessary
translation of Acts, &c., for such orders as may sccm proper.

8. In conclusion, I am to report that, as a measuro of finance, tho new Act
has worked satisfuctorily so far as may be gathered from the annexed tablo of tho
Stamp Revenue Receipts, duting the months of May, June, July, and August, in
tho three yecars 1865,1866, and 1867 ; but it must be remembered, as remarked
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. by the Collector of Tinne.volly, that izno -

¢ . ranco of tl ) :
,'probably led to a considorable amount of over-ntam;:ingle e Of the new law hay
’

- of alx.)ut .twcnty por cent. ovor the revenuo of the s
{ be maintained throughout the year.

Statement shewing the revenue from S
tamps of May, June, Jul :
s ) Y. and dugust Jor 18G5, 18
’ » 1866,

and 1867.
Months, 1863 ]
o 3. 18686. 188
— | "
3! ay . . . 1,80,828 "9 ” il
une ... ... .. 16, FHaT
Jay o] Blessz | 2sys | 299013
‘| August ... A 2'00'9? 2 2.80,408 3,4 425
. s |- 277,896 | 291'754 4'0;"3125
‘ T . 1] »
ol | 931,991 | 1052000 | 13 31,013
. . , '. . \
No. 432. . - '
, Ozper THEREON, 26th Septembor 1867 N
Separate Reveuus, No. %5, 1. Ordered that ’ '°' s
. Copy of the g
o forwarded to the Gﬂ)vernmcnt of Indli):vo oer bo

(True Extract.)

 (Signed) W. HUDLESTOY,

K o Scdretary ta Government
.. _'7_:" - ¢
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80 that tho apparent increase
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Revexve DEPARTMENT,
Forr St. Georae,
26th Seplember 1867.
No. 2,254.
No. 433.
To
Tax SECRETARY 70 tee GOVERNMENT or INDIA, |
Houe DEPARTMENT.

Sir,

1. Referring to your letter No. 3,259, dated
30th March 1867, I am directed to forward the
accompanying report from the Board of Revenue
. on tho working of the Stamp Act, and to inform
you that a further and more detailed analysis will shortly be forwarded to the
Government of India, with reference to the Circular letter of the Financial Secre-
tary, dated 30th April 1867, No. 2,281.

2. Mecanwhile, it may bo briefly stated, that as s finance measure the change
in the law has not been unsuccessful, although ignorance of its preciso bearing
has probably in very many instances led to the use of stamps of a needlessly high
value. :

3. The time has, however, been too short sinco the Act camo into force here
to allow of a conclusive judgmont being formod, more especially as for a consider-
able portion of the interval the Courts were adjourned. .

4. As regards the working of the duty newly imposed on Criminal petitions,
the tendency of the general opinion scems not unfavorabl e, although ¢he syetem by
which the exemption can only be brought into play after the expense of procuring
a stamp Las been incurred, unless a somewhat minuto oral enquiry be previously
held, is condemned on all hands.

5. The change in the scale of duty for Civil plaints is belicved to have bad »
tendency to check litigation, and thus to reduco tho revenue, but this docs not

Separate Revenue, No. 29.

Stamps.

. sppear to be viewed as an unmixed evil.

6. After the law had beea in operation for some little timo, a reference was made
to this Government as to the bearing of some articles in tho Schedulo relating to
petitions and applications in Revenue cascs and to Revenue authoritics, ?nd t.ho
correspondence on the subject was forwarded to the Government of Ind.m, th.h
cortain recommendations in my letter of 18th June 18067, No. 1,336, which still
remains unanswered. . o )

7. Theinterpretation placed by this Government on the provisions in question,
when read with Act X of 1862, had the effoct of removing most of the numcrous
objections that had bren Lrought under considoration, but the previous experience
bod enabled the District officcrs to judge of what the effect would have bcen
had the provisions been held applicablo in this Prcsidcn.cy o tho extent that was
at first supposcd, and the reports now roceived from tho districts show th!.lt. the with-
drawal of the cxemption from Stamp duty hitherto conceded to pctitions, &e.,
in Revenue cases in this Presidoncy, was “ cause of general compluint,” ‘* tanta-
mount to a deniul of justice,” ‘* most distasteful,™ ¢ most ol.)prcv.s.ive .to the great
bulk of the poople,” ¢ tended to defeat justice,” * attended with mischievous conse-
quenccs," and * a scrious hindrance to the freo intercourso between the Ryots and

tho Revenue officers, which is so desirable under the Ryotwari systemn of suttle-

ment,”
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| 8. This Government concur in the view indicated by the above quotation: ;
- and would deem the enactment of any provision which should opposs any obétacl; :

‘ to the frecst intercourse betwecn the Ryots and thoir District officers as a most

. serious evil, and fraught with the greatest injustice to the people.
. I have the honor to be,
Sir,
| . -Your most obedient servant,
Sem T (Signed) W.IIUDLESTON,

Secrelary to Government. |

A —,. o -
| 3

. Kl 8. T. A-gutinr"

’

d

NS

pme—m T g -

B No. 2,828.
. Paoczzomas ov tHE Boarp or Revexus, dated 8th May 1867.
Bead the following Proceedings of the AMadras Government, dated 16th April 1867, No. 886,
Revenue Department:—

Read the following letter from the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Depart-
ment, to the Chief Secrctary to the Government of Fort Saint George, dated Fort William,
the 30th March 1867, No. 3,259 :— : ' . S

I am directed to call the attention of the Government of Fort Saint George to the Act (XXV.
of 1867) published at page 560 of ** The Gazctte of India" of the 23rd instant, ** to amend the law
rclating to Stamp dutics,” and to request that  report on the working of it in Madras may be
submitted, so as to reach this office by he 13t of October 1867, for the information of the Govern-

ment of India.

No. 268.

Ozpra vaxazox, 16th April 1867, No. 886.
1 iJ Communicated to the Board of Revenue, who will take care

No. 209.

{Beparate Revenus, No.
| Customas.

that the report is sent up to Government sufficiently early toallow
of its despatch to Calcutta by the last steamer in September.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
Sccretary to Government.
Forwarded to all Collectors, and to the Superintendent of Stamps, who will submit 8 report on
the working of the new law on the 15th of Aagust, or 3} months after it has been in full force.

- (True Extracts.)

(Signed) R. A. DALYELL,
Secretary.
(True Copy.)

(Signed) J.T. MAYNE,
‘Acting First Assistant.

To all Collectors.
,» the Superintendent of Stamps.
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. Prom @. L. MORRIS, Esq., Collector of Tsnjore,

’ ) Point Calimere, Tritrapuudy tal

1. As directed in Board's Proceedings, dated tho 8

honour to submit the following report on the working of the

9. The materis! changes introduced by this Act, consisted

. ‘both Raveauo sad Magisterial by Article 19,
" Articlo 11 of Schedule B. -

3° The imposition of a duty oo all Revenus petitions,

~wa3 origioally understood to iuaply. did undoubtedly press b
and w s calculated to restrict that free intercourse

which is so highly desirable; but the dissatisfaction which

® Yido Board’ l’nu..lMIdeu” hy y
ae [ ]
No. ¢.430. * Order®

has boen in & great me
of Govornment, by which a

still remain will altogether disappear, when the duty on

aod tha enhancemen

to the Secretary to the Board of Revenne, dated
uk, 12th Angust 1867, No. 156.

th May 1867, No. 2,828, I bave the
New Stamp Act XXVL of 1867.

in the duty imposed on petitions
t of the scale of daty on saits by

with only a few exceptions as Article10 |

ardly on the poor classes of landholders,

between the ryots and the Revenue suthorities

more or less genorally prevailed in this

asure removed by the recent
large class of patitions has !
been exempted from the incidence of the tax: aod such as way

all Rovenae petitions now pot exempt

the poorer clase

hardbip that they siould bave to pay s rupee for stamp paper in cases

_pot aathorised to srrest without warrsat.

ation with regard to this proviso, for I sm convinced that

much better scttled out of Court than in
pay, if they will be so rash a8 to indulge

5. I have no hesitation ia saying that the Stamp duty
false complaints,

hes nor can bave the effect of checking

_ complaiats .aro pever 80 poor as to be unable to pay th
ality of these cases, tho expense involved is nothing compared with

to injuro or spite an opponent. Tadeed,

8. With respect to Stamp duty pmibedt for suits;

been sdjourn
has been in operation, & correct or fair

" . drawa as to how far the enhanced scale of the jnstitution
or affoct the revenucof the province. Considering,
on in this district, and the natural pronencss of the

4 Article 11.

.. pretext, thoro cannot bo 8

2. With regard to the incidence of the tax o0

_:will bear rather oppressively on sach of

it, and L, therefore, approve

. Trom duty, is reduced to one Anns with permission to use Adhesive Stamps in such cases.

$. With regard to Magisterial petitions, I find that

of petitioners think it
in which the Polite are

I am not, bowerver, prepared to recommend any alter-

many, if not nearly all petty cases are

of making litigious parties

in the luxary of goiog before » Magistrate's Court.

the tendency ¥

peoplo to resort

imposed on Criminal petitions, peither
for those who habitually prefer such
o pecessary Stamp duty ; and in the gener-’
the gratification of being sble

ould rather be to increase the gravity of
tho false charge in order to take it out of the pale of the Stamp Law.

feo will bear on

the poorer classes as aro actually
in proportion to the rise in the sum sucd

to the Civil Courts  Tho daty rightly enough increascs

. for; but the groal majority of suits are for small
- prescribed for sams up to Rupees 1,000)

. one'srightsin s Civil Court. I8m, ho
+.. the pooror classcs to be kept away from

any way lesscned.

Exd J. Wright

.

waver, 83 firm'y
the rapacious clu

scems a beavy prico to p3y

. ancertainties of Civil Courts, thatl caanot for & moment .reeom’nd

oraviuced that
tcues of Vakoel

. the Courts of this district have
ed during the greater part of the time the new Act

conclusion cannot yet be
the means of the people,

howerer, tho amount of litigation that is carried
to the Courts on th? slightest
doubt but that the rovonuo from this source will be largely augmented.

tho peoplo gencrally, 1 certainly think that it

obliged to bave recourso

sams, snd ton per cont. (which is the rate
for the privilege of sssorting

it is highly boneficial to
s and the intricacies and *

]

that the duty should bein .

MR .S atnd
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From G. Vaxs AGNEW, Esq., Acting Collector of Trichinopoly, o the Secretary to the Board of

Revenue, dated Apandarady, 12th Augast 1867, No. 213.

1. Adverting to the Procecdings of the Doard, dated 8th May 1867, No. 2,828, I have the

banour (o report that in my opinion the Amended Stamp Act by op2ratel most biazfeially from

o Mazisterial point of vicw, imposing, as it do:3, 8 wholesoms ¢lizck upon malisisas aud trumpery
complaints.

2. Uatil lately modified under the ordersof Government its op2ration in revonuo maiters was

foand to bo quito unsuited to our s7stem, and mast oppressive to tho great bulk of the people.”

Ezd. T. Cartledge.
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From J.FRASER, Esq.. Collsctor of tho Golavary district, to the Szcretary to theBoard of Ravenus,
' “dated Cocanads, 14th August 1867, No. 221. -
1. I have the honour to submit tho report called for in the Board's Prozeodings of the 8
* May last, No. 2,828, on tho working of tho amended Stamp, Schedule B. .
2. Ibadthe Act XXVI. of 1867 translatcd and circulated in May, calling the attention of the
public and Government Officers thercto, Ly a Notice in the Gasotte. ' .
3. At first great dissatisfaction was felt, the rates bci;g heavy, and novel in some cases..

4. The aales of General and Judicial Stamps, which alono src affccted b7 the amcndment, are

. shown below for the past three months, compared with the results of the corresponding period
in 1866:—

. 1868, 1867. -
Months No. of Stampe. Value. No. of Stamps. Value.
RS. A. * . BS. A,
May... ..-.. 11,473 6,003 2 10,797 5,360 1
June 18821 13321 6° 19,328 14009 10
Iy - . 15740 10,836 6 24158 16,300 11
44,034 30,160 13 51283 35679 6

Except in May, during the greater parts of which month the Courts were shut, the sales are .
large. The tax on Revenue and Criminal petitions: yiclded about Bupees 2,010, daring the three
months, as ascertained from a Register kept in the offices.

5. The rulings of the Board, especially thoss of the 13th ultimo, have cloarcd up the misap-
prehonsions which greatly prevailed in respect to rovenue petitions. The necossity of maintaining |
free commanication in writing betwuen the Co'lestor and the people in all rovenus matters, having !
rocoived the fullest consideration of Gorernmant, and the Board, it isnot for me o comua :at further -
on the subject. At first there was 8 manifcst dicrease in the number of miscellaneous petitions *
prosented, but this soon disappeared. I think the rates for these are gonerally too high.

"Eed. 3. Wright
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0 o From H. G. SMITH, Esq., Collector of Caddapsh, to the Secrstary to the Board of Bevenue, dated
IR R _ ) ' . ‘ 16th Acgust 1867, No. 111. _ e
' With roforence to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 8th May 1867, No. 2,828,
' S calling for & rcport on the working of the New Stamp Act
. In March 1867 o.oovvve. _ oos ‘s 's . No. XXVI. of 1867, I havo tho honour to state that collections
l o April 9 of Stamp revcnue in this district have been raised, a8 per margin®
. L » u.’ " o . N . . .
" ::ln- " : gince the Act camo into operation. The colloctions in May and
. nIET e . Junc 1867 are, however, below that in July, owing to the adjourn-.
b [ mont of the Civil aad District Munsif's Courts. Tho stamp papor of the different valucs to be used
/ for various purposes, s provided for in the Act, havo not as yet boen supplicd to this district; bus ) ¢
am iuforiacd that parties snd other persons purchase ordinary stamp paper to make up the proper
5 value of stamp required oo each occasion under the new law. T
Exd J. Wright.
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Froa D. F. CARMICOAEL, Eaq., Collector of Gaajam, to tha Sasretary to tao Board of Baveauo,
dated Chetterpore, 16th August 1867, No. 2,452.
1. 1 bave tho bonour to rcport on the results of tho now Stamp Law, as required by the

B)urd’s Procecdings, No. 2,828 of 8th May last.
9 Thelaw came into force on 1st May, but

-,

the Courts wero all closed during May and part

of Junc; while the provisions of the law wero not g-norally knowa till the end of May.

for June is Bupccs 6,96G-0-14,® against Rupees 4,747-0-15¢ in June
_ . 1866, and for July Rupecs 8,253-0-4 against Rupees 6,482-0-1
oSic. ln origiasl in July 18G6; s progressive rate of improvoment which is highly

promising.

But the Ravenue

Exd. T. Cartledge.
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, From J. . MASTER, Esq., Acting Collostor of Vizazapaﬁm,'eo the Socnt;ry to the Board of
o Revenue, datcd 19th August 1867, No. 629, '

1. Referring to Board's Proceedings, datod Bth May last, No. 2,828, I havo the honour to
sabmit my report on the working of Act XXVI. of 1867. -

2. Tbe ncw Schedale came into force in’this district in the middle of the month of May, and ~
haq, thcrefore, becn working for only threo montls. ¢
3. A Comparative Statemcnt of the sales during the three months of May, June, and July 1606
(] anl 1867 is given below, showing an incresse of Rupees 7,978 for the latier period. This is altri- J
] ‘ butadle chiclly to the introduction of the new Stamp Law, and somcwhat to the discount syatem 1
'F' adopted in the district. ’
’ $. The effact of the new law on the number of potitions prescoted before me as well as before
my Assistants is very considerable. The number of petitions roceived during the three months of A
May, June, and July in last year was vory great compared to those recoived in tho same mionths 1
during tiis year. I caonot say that this decrcaso is any proof that partics are uaduly provented
] from bringing to notice their grievances; but it is quits evident that by the new law, we bave gat ;
rid of all frivolous and vexatious petitions. . : :
' |
; Namber. Talaks. Rt A rve il el v 1
' 8. A. P BS. A. P }
1 | VizagapatsM... ..o e ere oo see e eee e 5307 8 0| 4401 6 O
2 | Viziansgram ... oo ee s eer e e wee e 3,458 b6 O 1,098 0 O
d \ 3 | Sarvasiddhi ... eee eee e e e e e 391 9 0; 1712 6 0
v 1 | Virvilli e e e ceee eee e e an e 1,225 8 0. 104113 O
, 5 | Parvaiplr e o e eee e e e een | 290610 0| 1532 0 0 4
0 Bimliplum ves es  eoe ) eoe “ee “ee cse  ees 2,729 4 0 1,562 7 0 4
7 | Paleondah ... ei eer eee e e seeeee een 235 0 0 62015 0 .
- 8 | Gujapativagram ... o e eer e e e 600 0 O 701 7 0
9 | Srungavarapukots... .. eee e e e e ee 520 14 0| 2,613 8 0O
10 | Chipurupilli v oo coe see e e e e S 1,963 20 630 0 0 ] -
11 | Guuupur oo oo e ese tee e see ee e 456 ¢ O 326 5 0 3 1
! 12 | SAlUr e o ey e e e e .| 545 4 0] 489 30
i 13 | Goleondah ... ... cos ses ees sis cse ses ees 41915 0 €24 12 O *
14 | Ankapilli ..o Ll e e we e e e 1,050 0 0} 1,158 9 0
15 P Bobbili ... i ver vee eer eee L ese see wes e 475 0 0 354 0 0
' . 16 | Ragaghada ... ... oo v e e e s e 30412 O 438 1 0 d
17 [ JeYPOro oo oo er eee ere eee ees Tare eas oo 212 1 0 243 9 0 :
18 | Mahadoviputhi ... ..o eer cie cee eee eee ene ‘114 0 130 {
28,427 14 0| 20,449 14 © 1
| |
Fxd. T. Cartledge. ) _ . - ) ! i
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Froa C. N. POCHIN, Esq., Collector of Salem, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenus, dated
. . 20th August 1867, Xo. 220. ) T
1. With reference to the Order of Governmcent, dated 1Gth April 1867, No. 886, convc'y.el
in tha Proccedings of the Board, dated 8th May last, No. 2,828, calling for & report on the working
of the mew Stamp Act, I have the honour to stato that the Courts having been closzd for two months '
out of three-and-a-Lalf that the new law came into force, it would be premature of me togive any :

decided opinjon at prosent. .
2. The cnclosed Statement shows
trict from the 1st May to the 31st July
corrasponding three months of the past year.
3. It will bo seen from the Statement that the net increass in the salo of Stamp p.apeu
amounts to Rupecs 4,060 The largest increass is for papers of 1 and 8 annas and 1 rupee value.
4. ‘Tho increaso in the gale of one anoa paper is attributable to tho stampiog of all petitions
presanted to Civil and Small Cause Courts, and to Revenue Officers, in suits less than Rupees 50
ted under Act X of 1862 ; aad, moreover, all applications for copics of

valus, which wcre excmp
dx? es, ord rs; or other documents are now required to be engrossed on one anus Stamp paper.

which was not required formerly.
5. It will also be scen that the in

owing to thci stamping of all miscellan

" the several descriptions of Smnp. papers sold in this dis-
1867, as compared with the sale of Stamp papers in the

crease]in the sale of 8,annas paper is very large.. This is
cous petitions and applications for copies of derces and
judgments affccting property of Rupees 50 valuo and uader, and the duty on plaints. Prom what
I bavo obscrved during the past three moaths, I may safely say that the increaso in the etamp
rovenue will be principally derived from the salo of papers of this value (8 annas.)

6. The increase in the gale of,one rupos papor is on account of ocrtain R:veaid ani
Criminal petitions now being required to b2 written on & Stamp paper of one rup30 valuy,

7. It must be admitted that the introduction of the new Schedule has to a griat
oheckad the prosenution of frivolous complaints, particularly in criminal matters. Oa the revenue |
sido, ti'l Government Ordor, No. 1,454, datoed 28th Juno 1467, was issued, the ryots folt that their |
bring ernxliald Jto Sle Razinamahs (relinquishments) and make Darkasts and other similar com- l

plaiats 01 S:a:m) papers, Was unduly heary as regards them.
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" ings, No. 2,828, dated 8th May 1

Exclostat No. 2.

From H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Head Assistant Collector of Nellore, to the Acting Collector
of Nellore, dated 22nd August 1867, No. 112.

1. 1bhave the honourto forward, herewith, a8 desired in your letter, No. 529, dated 15th Aagust
1867, an abstract of the Register of Stamp duty lcvied on Revenue and Magisterial petitions, &c.,
received in my office. All the columns of the form of Register, prescribed in the Board's Proceed-
867, exccpt those given and numbered in the abstract enclosed

are blank
2. You bave asked for my opinion

that its provisions relatiog

period of last year corresponding to that for which 8 registor has been kept this year, forty-three peti.

tionsof complaint, which would under the new law require 8 rupee stamp, were entered. Thereare only

pine in the register, snd 88 1 have made Do remissions, this is the whole number filed. This fact

obows that the law does all it was intended to do in the way of checking frivolous complaints. Ido
tax on complaints is levied is good. The Magistrate is vested

pot think that the way in which the
with power to remit the rupes charged in any case in which he may see fit; but he must to do so before

he writes down the complainant’s deposition, that is to say, before he is in possession of all the facts
of the case, and before be bas sufficient dats for forming an opinion a8 to whether the case is or is
pot a fit one for remission. Complaints in this country are very usually coloured. I think & sum
to be paid for the process, to be refunded after Judgment if the Magistrate think fit so to order,
would be a better plan. : . . -

3.  With regard to the revenue provisions of the Act, I have, as my register shows, had no
ts in the mattor of revenue plaints. In the matter of petitions, 118 petitions
office during May, June, July, and half of August 1866, agsinst 38 during
the same months this year. Some of those on which Stamp duty bas been charged this year would be
pow exempted uador the recent rulings of Government. The proportion given above shows that
the effoct of the law in checking revenue petitions has been grest; and this, under & Ryotwary
Settloment, seems to me &0 upmized evil. A great pumber of sggrieved persois must have been

deterred from secking redress.

as to the working of the new law, and in reply I bave to state

expericnce of its effec
were received in the

(True Copy-)

(Sigoed) J. A. C. BOSWELL,
*  Acting Collector.

et bt WBe

to petitions, &c., to Magistrates, scem to me very salutary. For the °
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From II. S. THOMAS, Esq., Acting Collector of South Canars, to the Secretary to the Board of
Revenue, dated Mangalore, 23rd August 1867, No. 154.

1. With reference to the Proceedings of the Board, dated the 8th May 1867, No. 2,828, I have
the bonour to submit the following report on the working of the new Stamp Act (XXVL of 1867.)

I . 2. I should premise that it is early to arrive at any conclusions as to the working of the Act
L‘ S in this district; for, the Canarese translation was received so late that it oould not be issued before
the 13th July, and could not reach the taluks before the middle of that month, so that the provi-
sions of the new law could not be expected to be known to the main body of the people earlier than
the 1at August, and this report is based on information of its working up to the end of July in the
taluks and divisional offices, and 15th August in my own office. That the Act was brought into
operation at all earlier than 1st August is owing to an extract from it having been translated in my
own office, and published in the District Gazette oo 25th May 1867. This extract related to
Revenue and Magisterial matters ouly, and was, therefore, incomplete. '
3. The Canarese translations of Acts are always received late. The translation of the .
. License-tax Amondment Act XXIX. of 1867, promulgated in Fort Sains George Gasette, cn the !
28th June, was not received till yesterday. _ .
4. The main innovations introduced by the new Stamp Act in the Stamp Law, in the Madras
Presidency, are, it will be seen, the imposition of Stamp duty on petitions sad spplications presented
' _ . to the Revenue suthorities; second, the requisition of Stamps for complaints preferred to the
Criminal Courts and for other petitions sad applications presented to those Courts and the Magistratcs  ©®
1 " in their executive capacity; third, & remodelled and graduated scalo of duty for plaints and appeals
in Civil Suits snd the extension of that ocale to Suits in Revenue Courts; and fourth, the computa-
tion of duty in Suita for immoveable property upon the markot value of the property in Suit.
} 5. Suits ander Madras Bent Recovery Act VIIL of 1865, and Regulation XII of 1816, baving
been doclared exempt from Stamp duty, the third and fourth heads
5,0 15k Juse 1867, conmesicnied g gect the Civil Courts only, and the Civil Judge with whom I bave
No 4,420, ) communicated, proposes to make his own report after 30th Sep-
v tember 1867. On these heads, therefore, I can only give the
general impression, unsupported or defined by any returns st my command, that litigation has been
unduly repressed, snd that the Stamp revenues bave in these respects declined. :

6. The remaining heads are (1) Revenue and (2) Criminal Petitions. )

7. Oo the receipt of the Board's Proceedings, dated 19th June 1867, No. 3,794, Durkhasts
and Razinamahs for land were exempted from Stamp duty. : '

8. Till the receipt of the Proceedings of the Board, dated 15th July 1867, KNo. 4,420, it was
considered that Revenue petitions presented otherwise than during the progress of the annual Settle-
ment needed to be stamped, and Stamp paper was required accordingly. The duty levied under

. Articles 8 and 10 on petitions presented to Revenue Officers 18

Bapess 408144 shown in the margin. How much of this would under the above

quoted Proceedings be now exempt, 1 am unable to say, for other than matters 80 exempted come

4 under thess Articlea, and the informatioa received from the taluks cannot be satisfactorily separated.

" 9. The amount of duty lovied under Article X in the several Magisterial Courts is given in

) the margin. Of this, the sum of Rupees 291 was the duty at the

! Rapees 4003.4. rate of one rupes oa complaints or petitions containing & com-

i; plaint of offences for which Police Ofcers cannot arrest without warrant, ) ‘
l‘\
(

= e PR | LT AT PR T

(£ 4
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10. No instance of any real hardahip resulting from the imposition of Stamp daty oo Criminal
complaints has yct come to my knowledge, and I am inclined to think it bas not even d_ioeomged
frivolous complaints. .

11. A Tabular Statement showing the duty levied in the Revenue and Magisterial Offices
under the several Articles of Schedule B. of the new Act, is herewith forwarded. -
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* honour to enclose & Statement showing the Stamp duty levied b

From J. A.C. BOSWELL, Esq., Acting Collcctor of Nellore, to the Sccrotary to the Board of Reve-
nuo, dated 29th August 1867, No. 657.

1. With refcrence to the Board's Proceedings, dated 8th May 1867, No. 2,828, 1 have the

this district, under Act XXVI. of 1867, up to the 15th instant. .

2. I enclose copy of the Head Assistant Collector's letter, dated 22nd August 1867, No. 112,
The remarks of the other Officers so far as they have been mado are ontered in the Remark Column
Statement.

3. As regards this Presidency, where Ryotwar
sounted to 8 Collector relate to the ssttlement of the |
tho opcration of the Act.

4. My own experience leads me to believe that the rcqufsition of

tions, &c., is taxation on one of the most popular shapes in which it could be presented. Of course

the system is new, and it takes sometime for the Ppeople to understand it; but the revenuo from this
source, I anticipate, will go on steadily increasing from year to year. )

y Revenuo and Magisterial Officers in

prevails, the greater number of petitions pre-
and.  All theso are expressly cxempted from

stamps in plaints, peti-

5. 1find as a rule, petitioners prefer to send their letters by poat, paying postage and regis-
tration fce upon them, to coming and presenting them in person or by Vakil at the Cutcherry.
They have the idea that the petition will reccive more attention when something is paid upon it.
Thus the idea of writing petitions on stamp paper was very quickly taken up, and I do not think :

that the imposition of a Stamp duty has, except very temporarily, checked the prescntation of com-
plaints. .
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3.- Tuere w; o perecptible diminution of pétiﬁoni.' (oven when some of those now excl'ndoql
- from tax were required to be prescated 6o stamp papers,) but on the contrary the people scemed
", to think that they strengthened their claim to be heard, by buying s stamped papor; the extra labour ‘
"+ inwolved by the Act Las been, however, a scrious obstruction to busincss; for tho minute registry of -
' atamps and petitions, pot aily occupics the timo of pullic servants who have mach athor work to
) ;" do, but petitioners havoe to wait fur endorseracnts or extracts especially when the Cutcherry is on
;. circuit.”. This difficulty, bowever, daily docreascs aud will vanish entirely when the Clerks become
"« bettor acquainted with tho headings under whick each decd; order, or petition, shoald be registered. -
.:. Theso headings appear capable of great dimnplification, and when this is done, I do not anticipate
- sny inconveuience by registry. - - '+ . : :

e e

C N e o =%

~ - ® .

' ‘4. Pctitioners, howevor, were at first {mt to great :u;it.@ and 1o small expense, in their
.- scarch for information as to tho stamps required; as s rule.the cost of stamps was doubled by foes

for advice which as offcn as not was wrong; but the Board's liberal interpretation of the meaning of
BSchedule B. has remedied the hardahip felt by revcaue petitioncrs whose

. griovances necded redress,
and the fow petitions that are now taxablo can well afford to pay. R
'S .

6. It is, however, somowbat premature to offer an opinion now, ss it is only during the latter

;  part of the period reported on that the reading of the Schedule has becn modified, and we have yet q

© b0 sob .'het.hcr public busmeu is delayed or Lardship is experienced by those'to whom the schedule
applies. ; i ‘ )

‘ . . . - .

_ 6. - Ncither can the amount collocted be received as any criterion of the probable income to
. . be dcrived from stamps, as, from ignorance, petitions (especially applications for extracts) have often
becn written on paper bearing an unneceasarily high stamp, and numorous petitions now excluded
from tho tax have beea presented on stamped paper. |, . -~

»,
.-

; ;s R

Exd. J. Wright,

~
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For some timo the

Revenue, dated Camp Paumbaur, 10th September 1867, No. 254. .
1 bave the honour to forward my report on the working of the amended Stamp Act, (XXVL

of 1867,) called for in the Board's Proceedings, dated 8th May 1867, No. 2,828.

*No complaints regarding the working of the Act have reached me.
provisions of the Act were misunderstood, sad petitions of almost every kind were sont to me as

Collector or Magistrate on stampt paper.

1.
2.

;
E:
8
5
:
3
g
:
3
3
=
<
g
:
3
M.

I am aware that the Board and Government have rulcd that

a!l petition3s on rovenue matters may be prosented on unstampt paper, and also Dhurkasts snd

Razinamahs.

3. The provisions of the Act are generally clear, but the third exemption under Section 10 .
4. I thiok, bowever, there are several dificultics which require explanation: ¢. g., What is the

meaning of the words ** Collector or Oficer making a scttlement;" and again, ** pending the formation

of such settlement 1"

of Schadulo B. requires explaaation.

I 30'then, all petitions, except those presented at the time of the annual Jummahbundy, should
be on stampt paper | :

5. 1am aware that at present the utmost confusion exists as to the interpretation of this

examption, and many petitions (which are exempt) are still sent to me on stampt paper ; and many of
tho Ryots, I bslieve, look on & stampt papor as a sort of gharm or talisman, which is certain to

Do thoe words refer to the annual Settlement or Jummahbundy !
obtain thom the object of their petition.

Exd. T. Cartledge.
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. ) From V. RAMIENGAR, Soperintendent of Stamps, Madras, to the Secretary to the Board of
: " Revenue, dated 12th September 1867, No. 486 of Fusly 1277.

] 1. I have the honour to reply to the Procecdings of the Board of Revenue, dated 8th May last,
No. 2,828, calling for » report on the working of Act XXVI. of 1867, pased for ameading the
Law rolating to Stamp duties. . / .

9. The first point to which I think it nocesssry to call attention isthe wording of Article 11
of the new Schedule. The Board are aware that it has recently formed the subject of discussion Lefore
the High Court at Madras; and although the;point mooted appears to me to have been hypercritical,
sad although a majority of the Judges have decided that the Appellate side of that Court does come .
nndor the oparation of the Act, it seems desirable that the wording should be so altered as to place
the matter beyond doubt. .

3. The scale of duties laid down in the same Article 11, rising as it does often t;y increments

» of half and one rupes, is a source of great practical inconvenience, as already stated in my letters of

> ' ! the 7th May, sod 7th and 10th June last,“recorded in the Board's Proceedings of the 31st July

1867, No. 4,907. It has not been -possible to supply the numerous and varying values thus
r.nderod necessary by the amended Schedule, and the only practicable course st present has been
adopted, vis., of allowing the value of the prescribed stamp in any particalar case to be made up by
the use of two or more stamps, although this is apparently in contravention of the general rule at the
end of the Schodule, and notwithstanding the greatjwaste of paper it involves. How the greatly
enbanced duties on plaints imposed under the Article in question have worked in other respects, '
and how they bave been received by the public, will be best told by the Mofusil sathorities, who
Bave had opportuuities of observing the practical working of the new Law during the four months it
has now been in operation. The general impression appears to be that the duties have been rendered ‘ .
very onerous.

4. Asother part of the Schedule which, as far as I can learn, is & subject of very general
complaint, isthat undor which » tax is imposed on petitions to Revenue and Criminal Authorities.

- This is » great innovation, a8 far a8 this Presidency is concerned, but as the subject bas, I believe,
already enzaged the attention of the Board, I shall not dwell upon it further than to state that the’
duty will, in practice, be often tantsmount to » denial of justico as far as the great body of the
Ryots are concerned, considering the nature of our Land Revenue Settlements aad the intimate .
rolations cxisting between the landholders and the authorities. )

5. DBut apart from this, I am by no means certain that Articles 8 and 10 are clearly under-
stood, that is, that s person knows what petitions to stamp under either Article, sod with what
amount. I have had petitions addrossed to Government sent to me even by High Court Vakeels ‘ '

, to be stampad.  If, thorefore, it be ultimately determined to allow the Articles tostand, I am of !
¢ ; .  opinion that they should be re-cast and rendered clearer.

. ' ' : . 6. I should have sent this report earlier, but I was undor the improssion that it was intended

to be sub:nitted aftor the 30th instant, in connection with the register kept under the Board's subee-

quent Proceedings of the 18th May last, No. 3,068.
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Rxd T. Cartledge. .
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From A. WEDDERBURNY, Esq., Collector of Bellary, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
dated 13th Scptember 1867, No. 179.

1. In reply to the Proceedings of tho Board of Rovenue, dated 8th May 1867, No. 2,828,
I bave the Loaour to state that I have no observations to make oa the working of the amended
Stamp Law.

2. My Sub-Collector remarks that the operation of tho Act on petitions has been to docroase
their number. I have not found this to be the cass, and, at any rate, the Board of Revenue have
excmpted the bulk of Revenue petitions from the operation of the Act. :

3. The Head Assistant remarks that an application from an office sorvant for leave of absence
seems to him to come under Clause 10 of Scction B. I have informoed him that I do not think that
applications for leave of absence require to be stamped.

4. The General Doputy Collector has not replied.

5. The Deputy Collector in charge of Treasury's report is confined to the increass in the
puwber of stamps mld, being in round numbers Rupocs 67,000 against Rupces 18,000 of the corres-
ponding months, before the introduction of the new Schedule.

0. With the limited information as yct before me, I am not prepued to say that the Stamp

N dutxos, espccially with the modifications mtro.lucod by the Board of Revenue, work oppressively;
fioancially, there is an increase of revenue.

7. This roport was delayed waiting for thoso of my subordinates, only lately rocoxvod, sad for
which reminders had to be sent.

Exd. T. Cartledge.
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. ' ' From P. GRANT, Eaq., Collector of Coimbatore, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenuo, dated
17th September 1867, No. 236.

bricf report on the working of the pew Stamp Act,

Board's instructions communicated with their Proceed- -

1. I have the honour to submit
(Act XXV of 1867,) in accordance with the
ings of the 8th May 1867, No. 2,828.

2. The immediate result of the promulgation of the new Stamp Act was to _paralize the
activn of all petitioners and complainants, who bad not hitherto been subjected to the operation of
ao Act armcd with such sweeping clauses. The Collector of a district is generally looked on by the
Ryote as au authority to whom they can at all times bave free access. They now found from experience
that he is scldom to be approached except during the actual annual settlement, without the payment
of 8 annas in the shape of & stamp. No doubt this state of things was distasteful to the people,

' but it was much modified by the receipt of the Order of Government communicated with the Board's
: Proceedings, dated 15th July 1867. From the 1st May to the receipt of these Orders, the people

were deterred by the novelty of the Act from bringing petitions ; and after the receipt of the
orlers, the Act was practically so much modified thatthe period that has elapsed since its introdaction
tual working. Asat present modified under instructions from !

aTords no real criterion as to its even
hardship on the people, whilst it has undoubtedly tenfed

: ‘ Goverament, the Act does not bear with

d ' to repress false complaints and useless appeals. Whether the Act will prove 8 success in s financial . . ,

i ; point of view, I doubt. . . ‘
‘ . Esd. T. Cartledge.
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.From G. A. BALLARD, Eaq., Collector of Malabar, to the Scerctary to the Board of Revenue, dated
. Calicut, 18th Scptember 1867, No. 206.

¥ .
. 1. 1 btvo the honour to subit the report required in the Board's Procecdings, dated 8th
ay 1867, No. 2,828, regarding the operation of the new Stamp Act No. XXV, of 1867.

. 2. The most notable changes introduced by the Act are, firstly, the enbancement of the stamp
d\ftxcﬂ on plaints and appeals in Civil suits; secondly, the imposition of one-anna stamp on
mlmllmeoul petitions in suits under 50 rapees value, which were proviously exempt; thirdly, the
fonpoamon of onc-rupee stawp on certain complaints to Criminal Courts; aad fourtbly, the imposi-
tion of eiglt-anns stamps on petitions and spplications to Reveoue authoritics excepting those

relating to the scttlement of the Land Revenue.

3. The general effect of the first, which is the most important moasure on suits, will have
boen reported by the Civil Courts. Tho improssion smongst tho people appears to be that the
enbanced duties bear beavily, especially in suits of larger value, and are likely to prove an obstruc-
tion to justice; but justiceis & commodity that, like other bencfits must be paid for, and is esscntially

one which is cheap st almost any price. L
4. The accompanying Statement exhibits the sales of Stamps of the different values during
the four months from 1st May to 31st August 1867, compared with the similar period of 1866.
The Courts wore adjourned during nearly the same time in both periods. Assuming that the sales
of stamps for othor purposcs guch as Bonds, Deeds of Sale, &c., have undergone no material cbange,
the fluctustions observable in the Statement may be chiefly attributed to the effaet of the changes
introduced by the new Stamp Act as aficeting judicial or quasi-judicial matters. '

5. The ratcs of stamps prescribed for plaints in suits, under the old and new Act being
diffcrent, & comparison of the sales under each description of stamp is valueless, but a comparison
in conveuicnt groups is possible, and will be useful. Thas the first group of stamps frowa one to six
rupees comprise nearly the same suits under both Acts, up to 60 rupces value under the new, and
64 ;rupees value under the old Act. The stamps _uscd in the former case are all the denomins-
tions up to six rupces, with additional eight-anna stamps for the intermediate fractions; those in the
lotter case ouly one, twO, and four rupee stamps, five and six rupee values n& being used for
plaints in suits ander the old Act, s comparison of the aggregate sales of stamps up to six rupees will
t of the two Acts on suits up to the valuo of 64 rupecs, the portion

g supposcd to have undergone po change.
60 or 64 to 300

properly indicate the effcc
of these stamps used for purposes other than suits bei
~ Similarly the stamps from 8 to 30 rupees comprise under both Acts suits from
rupees, snd thoso abore, the suits of higher value. :

6. Ia the comparison of the firat group, however, it must be remarked that tho large incru“
' ghown in the sale of one rupee stamps is attriba-

table in part to their being required for com-
plaints to Criminal Courts, but chiefly to their
baving come iuto extensive requisition as addi-
tional stamps to make u©p dciciencies in the
: u.wl “'“I ”.5.'1‘ “'Z present availablo value of stamp papers for suits
under the new Act. Leaving out, therefore, the
show a elight decrease in the number, and s small
increase in the value, which latter will be some-
what largerif the eight snna stamps used a8 addi-
tional stampe in these suits, is aleo taken into
dember] Valse. [Nember| Vaiee. account. This result is ss might be expected.

>>_| The new Schedulein regard to these lower suits
10,600 | 83,184 [ g g decided improvement on the old, making the
incidence of Stamp duty more equal and produc-

May to Aogust May to August
1866. 1887,

Namber.| Valos. Namber | Valus.

Oue Rapes . .

ono rupee stamps, the salcs from.tvo to six rupees

May to August | May to Aogust
1808 1867.

Two to iz Bapees...| 10,797 23,604

" tive, vith'oot raising its maximum amocot in each scale,
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May to August May to Aq
1866. ‘ . lwi.".

840 30 Rupeas... ... l 2,957

'uabr1 Velos. Numbor. Valge,

82,434 | 8,387 | 81,074

Nay to Aagust May to Ag - |

1866, l.ﬁ?.m
Somuber.| Value, l.\'nn-bor. Valse.
—

33 1o 3,009 Rapecs

L1l | 24,012 I L -2

27,008 ‘

9. The sales here shown are those
‘these kecp pace with each other,
may be taken a4 some indication o

.\'nnher{ Valse.

‘ May to Angust 1468, May to Auyust 1847,
1
|
|
|

Namber, Value.
/N, 4. | & . R )
Onedmsa. 6118|857 € 8| w0730 4 %

Judicial records, rather than as o question of reve

11. The effect

be scparately shown. The measure ma

are charged with one rupce.
12. The eight-anna stamps

I May to August 1860, [Iny to Aagust 18G7.
No. Value.

No. Valoe.

Fight Anna.| €4,877

R AP na.
23,438 & °| 87,148 | 28,573

——

to urge the entire repcal of this portion of the new Schedule.
collection of revenue, whether from land or other sources,

7. In the next group from 8 to 30 rupees
starps (suits from G4 to 300 rupees) there is &
considerable falling off in the number of stamps
sold, with & small decreass also in the value; but
this latter, however, will be mado up if the ld(!.i'
tional stamps uscd are taken into account, a8 in
the preccding case.

8. Inthe last group, comprising suits above
300 rupecs valuc, there is, likewise, s considerable
falling off in the pumber of stamps sold, but an
increass in the value.

to licensed vendors, and not to the ultimate purchascrs, but
specially if taken for long periods, and the results above shown
£ the effucts of the now Act on Civil suits,

10.  The imposition of one-anns stamp on
miscellaneous petitions in suits under 50 rupees
valuc bas resulted in a considcrable incrcaso of
the salcs of these stamps, Lut the ahsolute gain to
revenue from the low value of the iters is necea-
sarily mmall, and the measure must Le Jooked

upon chicfly as involving the improvoment of
Bue.

of the imposition of one-rupee stamp on complaints to Criminal Courtas cannot

y be unobjectionable, but the wording of the Schedule would
secm to require improvement, as appeals to Criminal

auna starops, whilst original complaints, which surel

Courts aro now chargcalle with ouly eight-
y should be on & lower value than tho sppoals,

on petitions to Revenue authoritics bad, under tho vicws cxpressed

by Government, but a limited operation; the large
increaso shiown in thesalesof't)
alinost '

in Civi

1080 stampsisowing
entirely to their use as additional stamps
1 suits as already shown. The subject of
etamps on revenuo petitions baving been already
discussed by Government, I would simply dbeg

Stamp duties in connection with the

. cannot be viewed with favour, whilst the
potitions and applications to Revenue suthorities in the

varied in their character, constantly involving the
meat, that it will be hopcless to distinguish whe

these cascs.

May to August 1866, llhy Lo August 1867, |
. Ne. Value,

No. ' Value.

as. a. P 28 A.»

161,926 1,40,101 14 @ xoo,mlx,u,ms

14. The simplification of the Schodule ja re
Ciril suits, and other matters requiring considera

. . ._
- st P s . - e S = " Y -

n and where to charge Stamp duties

: other miscellaneous departments are 90
direct interests of, and originating with Govern-

proporly in

13. Ia the aggregate sales the
increase shown in the

introduction of the one

large
number is due to the

. -Anns stamps on miscel-
laneous petitions, and to the extensive use of

additional stamps. Dut the inereage in the value
may be for the most part taken a2 the result of

-the revised stamps prescribed for suite,

gard to the number of denominations of stamps in

tion in connection with the Stamp Acts in general,
bave recently formed the subjcct of scparate reports,

g
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Eucroscxe No. 1.

é.omparalicc Statement of the sale of Judicial Stamp papers in the District of Malabar,
: under the operations of Act No. XX V1. of 1867.

From May to Aungust 1868,

From May to August 1867.

i
[ | Nomber. | * Value, Number. Yelae.
|
i RS A ) 4 RS, A. P
| . 0 . o
I 4118 257 6 o| 21017| 1,313 9
gt 46914| 5864 4 0| 42502| 531212 0
R 26,870| 6717 8 0| 23197 5.799 ‘4) ¢
s " 4877 22438 8 0| 57146 | 28573 ¢
13 " 59 4 4 0 29 21 12
Total...| 1,22,838| 35321 14 0| 1,43,801 | 41,020 .5 0
. 0 0
X 14.810( 14,840 0 0| 22577 22,577
g Tupee--e - . 5901| 11,802 0 0 5663 [ 11,326 0 g
AL ' 4,100 | 16400 0 0 3,423 13,602 0 0
HE 284| 1420 0 0 798 | 3,640 0 0
2 S 512| 3072 0 0 746 | 4,476 0
Total..| 25637| 47,534 0 O 33137/ 55711 0 0
0
1,694 13,552 0 0 1,044 8,352 0
S . 306( 3060 0 O 493 | 4,930 0 g
19 . 127 1,624 0 0 303| 3,636 0 0
12 . 78| 1,170 0 0 149 | 2,235 0 0
18 o . 588| 9408 0 O 257 | 4112 0 0
> " . 99| 1980 0 0 193 | 3800 0 ¢
20 oWl oo 8 120 0 0 21 504 0 ]
5" N 38| 95 0 0 73| 182 0 0
?;Z " . 22 660 0 0 54| 1,620 0
Total... 2,957| 32,424 0 0 2,587| 31,074 0 0
00
256| 8,192 0 0 94| 3,008
92w e 22 770 ‘0 0 37| 1295 8 g
3 ... - . 2| 77070 0 37| 179
0 . ‘ 3 120 % %
‘8 Yy 1Y) ese ses are 7350
" 139| 695 0 0 147 ,
50 .. ... .. . 139 950 0 0 7 mgg
v ) : 3 150 0 0 5 375
%, ... .. el 4 150000 : 8 0 0
133 o ' 981 2800 00 35| 3,500 '0 °
125 o .. 0055 66
" 8 200 0 0 15 ,
;gg A . 3 l't;oo 00 g l.ggg g g
250 . .. .. . 11| 2750 0 0 1 250 0 0
Y U . e e s 3 20 0 0
850 1 e e e e e e X e e 1 350 0 0
:gg e o s o I
0 ' - sl 66 S
1,000 ., ... .. . . 0
2,000 .. e ... |
Total... 494] 24912 0 0 423 | 27402 0 ©
Grand Total...| 1,51,926 |1,4o,191 14 0| 1,80,038 [1,55,207 6 ©

Cavricor,
18th Scptember 1867.

Exd. J. Wright.

(Signed) G. A. BALLARD,

Collector,
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. : From the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, ’
‘ . To the Secretary to Government, R. D.
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3 Dated 24th
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From C. W. READE, Esy., Collector of South Arcot to tho Socreury to the Board of Rovenue. _
dated Pondicherry, 20th Scptember 1867.

1. Adverting to the Proceedings of the Board, dated 8th May 1867, No. 2,823, I hare tho
bonour to encloso & Comparative Statement showinz the Stamp revenue realized in May, Juie,
July and August 1867, and in the corrcsponding months of 1866, from which the Board will

rceive that the approximate sales in May and Juno 1567, by Vendors, bave bezn slack as compare.ld
with tho same months in 1866, while those for the month3 of July and August 1867 have increasel.
The decroase during May and June 1867 may be attributed, mainly to tho adjournments of tho
Courts, and also to the non-institution of Suits by the public, who are reported to have Lzen buoyed
up with the hopo that the new Stamp Act would bs immodiately repealed; the incomo during the
poriod under notice is, therefore, I thiok, not to be acccpted as any correct data for estimating the
results of the introduction of the new Act.

2. From the Stock sccount the aggregate sale to Vendors in the above four months in 1867,
amounts to Rupees 39,1835, while during the same p2riod ia 18G6 it aggregated only Rupces 34,943,
83 given in the Statement showing an increase of Rupees 4,242 during 1867; there is, bowover, &
decrease in May 1867 owing to the causes already stated.

3. Iamnotof opinion that the provisions of thy nsw Stamp Act No. XXV1. of 1857 havo beon
evaded; I believo they are strictly conformed to and caforced, although no doubt there is s very
general feeling of dissatisfaction at the Act, but which is subsiding with time. .

- 4. T havo to apologize for the delay in submitting this report, for which I am of course rospon-
siblo. It cscaped me, and being in the district when it became due, I was not reminded of it
throug h oversight. -

Excrosore No. 1.

Statement showing the sales of Stamps dsrmg the months of Moy, June, July and Auquet
1866, and the corresponding months in 1867 by Licensed Vendors, and from Uie Govern-

mend ature in the Huzeor and sn Talooks. ‘ \
May. Jane. July. Angust. . Total.
No. Yeoar } N
Value, Valae Valoe ' Valae, ¢ Valge,
' me. a r| me. a ) ms. ar| me oA | me-ar
Sold/rom : : _
* . s‘OIC h -
* 1866... ...| 8,659 0 07235 0 0| 5777 0 O 13,272 0 O 34.94? 00 .
1867 . ...| 7,039 0 08,167 0 0]/10,673 0 O 13,306 0 039,185 9 0
;é'old by T s -
d .
1805" o"... 863912 07,2335 2 0 6,154 6 0] 985 8 0 31,904 12 O
1867 . | 6255 9 05381 6 010,784 9 0(12,198 13 034,620 4 O
Poxpicuzasy, . ' _(Signed) C. W. READCdI:,
20th September 1867. ) . eotat,
Exd. J. Wright.
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