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“Read the following letter from the Acting

. July 1867, No. 79, will expluin tho
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“ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
14th Scptember 1867. :

Read tho fullowing Proceedings of tho Board of Rcvér;uo, dated 4th i
September 1867, No. 5,741

Superintending Engincer, 4th Division,

to the Sccretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 16th August

1867, No. 2,352:— .

No. 268.

1. In continuation of my'léttors,

Dated 29th May and ond July 1£67, Nos. - .

1,005 and l.c;;s.’ ‘ i as per margin, 1 Lave tho honor further
Board's Procecdings, Nos. 4,07+ and 4,571,

dated st and 19tk July 1507.

to enclose sixteen cstimates, for clearing

out salt channcls and repairing 8 salt

f)lalform in the Madras District, which are under the charge of Mr., .I"rascr..

2. Tho names of {he works and amounts cstimated for to repair them are
al of tho Collector, who

entered below, and the estimates liave received tho approv
informs mo ho will forward tho Ayacut Statcments of the channels as soon as

received. .
3. This complctes the list of the estimatcs framed; and of thoso now sub-
mitted with this letter, the ouly onc which was not set in progress at the beginning
of tho year, and is not required at present, is No. 16, for repairing tho salt plat-
form and buildings at ITomes’ Gardens, Sydapet. :
r from tho Lxecutive I ngineer, dated ¢5th
necessity which exists for carrying out thcse
J to their being sanctioned.

'I'ho encloscd copy of a lette

repairs, and tho causcs which le _
. PSS

1. Deepouing No. 1 Salt Channcl at Pullidivaukum ... . 1,270
2 Do. »y 2 do. at do. 670
3 Do. , 3 do. at do. 6,440
4. Do. o 1 do. at Voyaloor 610
5. Do. »y 2 do. at do. 1,920
6. Do. , 3 do. - at do. 1,050
7 Do. py O do. at do. 810
8. Do. , 6 do. at do. 630
9. Do. , 8 do at do. .. ... . 500
10. Do. » 1 do. at Katoor, .. " 830
1l. Do. »y 2 do. at do. 780
12. Do. y 3 do. at do. ¢80
13, Do. o 4 do. at do. ... 310
14. Do+, 90 do. ot do. o190
15. Do. tho Salt Channel and the river Adyar at _
. Iomcs' Garden... e e e e Y000
16. Jxcavating a fresh water tapk, repairing the Salt
Platform, tho Salt Cutcherry and Guard-rooms,
' 1,400

&e., at Tlones’ Garden...

Total..

——

. 19,080
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Dcpartment, '
14th September 1867.

From W. FRASER, Lsq, C. E., Executive Engineer, to the Acting Superintending Enginecr, 4th
Division, dated Mount Road, 25tk July 1867, No. 79.

1. Ia reply to your Mcmorandum, No. 1,911, I bave the honor to state that when I wrote

my letter of the 12th instant, No. 73, all the salt channels alluded to were ** nearly completed ;'

but baving a few days previously ascertaincd that three of the channels would not be required for

. the manufacture of salt this year, I imumediutely ordered the work on thoso to bo stopped.

2. A fow words regarding the history of these catimates will put you in possession of the facts.

The Board of Revenue were desirous of greatly extending, almost doubling, the manufacture
of salt this year. The reports of the Superintendents and others were favorablo, to the effuct that
the area of cultivation could be doubled if only s number of old channcls which bhad been ia
disuse for many ycars were re-opencd, and other channcls still in use, decepencd. Thero wore in
all some ifty or sixty channels to Lo deepcned or re-opened according to the wishes of the Superin-
tendents ; but on ¢xamining the ground mysclf, I reduced the number to forty-four, which they
considered absolutely necessary for their opcrations this year. This took place at the latter end of
January last, and on the Yth of February, aftcr some correspondenze om the subjcct, Colonol
Boilcau authorized tho execution of the works on emergency. .

3. Tho salt people were so anxious to get these channels opened speedily, for the purpose of
preparing the ground for pans, that our whole effurts were dirccted to get the contractors to work
80 a3 to opcn the chanocls sufficiently to let the salt water up to the placos of intended mannfacmro:
leaving the side slopes, &c., to be finished aftcrwards. In this we succeeded, and in cvory case
bad water op when they wanted it ; but the preparation of the estimates was dclaycd.

4. The Salt Supcrintendents were enaliled to carry out thoir intontion of increased manu-

_facture cxcept in five cascs : two on the Sadras Canal, where I learned their intention in time to

stop the work sltogethor ; and three on the north canal, namely, Nos. 4 and 9 in Attipoor, and
WNo. 3 in Pullidivaukum, where they did not give up the hopo of beinz able to manufacture uatil
the channels were nearly completed. DBut, as before stated, these works woro stopped when [
ascertaiued that they would not be required for manufacture this yoar, though two of them (those
in Attiput) were all but complcte when the order was given. All the other channels are being
made use of, and have cnabled the manufacture to be greatly extended this year.

5. 1 would draw attention to the position wo hold with refcrenco to these Salt works, and
what was, I am suro, in Colonel Boilcau's mind whea be sanctioned the exccution of the works on
emergency. .

Tho revenue from these Salt works is very great, rangiog, up to last'year, from forty to ity
lacs of Rupecs. This ycar the return will probably be sixty to seventy lacs.

It is essential that the pans should, early in the season, be placed in unobstructed eonncction
with the backwator, 8o asto get an abundant supply. It is equally cssential that mmnplo means
should be provided for boating away the salt as fast as it is manufactured. Doth of theso dovolve
upon us, and a3 we are rarely called upon to do anybing until tho last moment, almost every Salt
work has to bo done on emergency. This difficulty arises partly from tho irregular manner in which
the channcls and paus bave been laid out, aud from the absence of any maps of them. Theso make
it very difficult for any one but those on them daily to understand how the works lie, and tho Super-
intendents bardly know themeelves what they want until they almost begin work.

6. I have arranged with the Deputy Collector what wo shall receive early intimation in future
of what is likely to bo wanted, but I doubt whether we shall be informed in time to have the esti.
mates passed in the regular way before the work is commenced. You will gather from what I
Liave written that our object, partly, is to taken caro that if any loss ariscs, the blamo canaot bo laid
upon us. I havo hitherto managed to accomplish this, whilst, at the same time, I bavo greatly
reduced the works which were sometimes considered mecessary. Trusting that this explanation
will put you in posscssion of tho facts of the caso. C

Excrosunxs Nos. 2 to 17.~—Latiwates.
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Proceedings of the Madras Gocernment, Revenue Department,
14th September 1867.

The ecstimnates, amounting to Rupces 19,080, for clearing out channels and
repoiring a salt platforin in the Madras District, will be submitted for the sanction
of Govornment. Provision will be made for all of them except No. 18, in the list
of Sult works to be exccuted during the current year now under revisiou.

No. 209. Ozpeg TBEREON, 14th September 1867, No. 2,173.

Separate Roveoue, No. 15. Thoe estimmates submitted with the

above Proceedings are sanctioned.

Salt.
«(True Extract.)
(Signed) W.IIUDLESTON,
Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenus.
,, the Accountant General.
,, the Department Publio Works. -

Exd. S. T. Augustin.
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