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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
v *Yth September 186T.

A
No. 199. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 29th

< August 1867, No. 5,610.

Read tho following l(%tcr from tho Collector of Tinnegclly, to the Secrétnry to the
Board"of Revenue, dated 24th June 1867, No. 334 :—

1. Upwards of ten years ago Colonel 1lorsley proposed an anicut at Streevy-
cuntam on the Tambrapurny, pnd the project was pronounced well devised and
Extract from Minutes of Consultation, No. 116, fasible; the mutiny unfortunatcly stop-

doted 25th Japuary 1856, Public Works ped the work, and the Government have
Dcpartment. since remitted upwards of alac of Rupees

: . for withered crops on the very arca that
would have been so fertile and flourishing hud the anicut been built. The Revenue
lost to Government, and the profits fore-

Calculating that 4,500 acres of irrigable waste
and dry land might have boen converted into
single crop, that 3,000 scres of single crop
might have been oconverted into double crop,

. apd that easch acre might bave produced 20
Cullums of grain, this gives 15 lacs of Cullums
of the gross produce. 15 lace of Cullums at
12 Annass Cullum, (or one Anns a measure

gone by the ryots of the villages that
would have been irrigated, may, at a
very low computation, be cstimated at
upwards of 11 lacs of Rupces; while the
want of grain during the recent scarcity
was more severely fclt in this neighbour-

for cleaned rice,) are worth 11} lacs of :
Rupees. Taking onc-third as the Goscrn- . hood and along the sca-board to the

ment share of the produce, the Government th th : < e
bave lost 33 lacs, and the royts 74 lacs, by sou 9 n,;::iw:;e;i ‘:::?clunt t:loowdmt:;c"‘
* erg 1an

the pon-exeoution of this work ten years ago. 3 1
~ . Marudur, nine miles above Strcevycun-
tam, and 27 miles from tho ses, and during both the south-west and north-cast
monsoons, an enormous body of water flows over the Marudur anicut, and is entirely
lost to the district. B

3. Comparatively speaking the Tambrapurny is s better river than tl:ef '

Couvery; tho freshes aro far more frequent, but instead of being utilized to the
last drop, as is the case in the Cauvery, there is no anicut in the Tambrapurny for
the last 27 miles of its courso, and millions of cubic yards of water aro allowed to
flow out to the sca. Tho people aro so impresscd with the advantage of the work
proposed, and are 8o anxious that it should be sanctioncd before tho revision of
assessment, and the registry of lands at the settlement, that they have subscribed
and paid into tho Treasury 20,000 Rupees as a donation towards the work, and as

an inducement to Government, to accord their sanction at once.

4. Wo aro just now peculiarly well situated for commencing a work of this
sort. Tho fort at Palamcottah bas boon recently dismantled, and allowing 8 large
margin for works in the neigbbourhood, there are 25,000 cut stones that I should
be only too glad to see moved. Tho money subscribed is sufficient to cart these
to Streovycuntam, and if tho Government will advance a like sum now, and accord
a general sanction for the work when it Lhus Leen properly budgetted for, I might
at once collect supplics and assist tho Engincer greatly in getting the channels luid
out. These channels will pass through a scries of villages whero the Pullers, a low
class of labourers, enjoy ¢ Puller Maniyam® for the performanco of Maramut work ;

‘and if the channcls are dug, os they must be at the dry scason when the Pullers
have nothing to do, each village will gladly contribute 200 or 300 men to work .

at much lower rates than those paid for labour during the cultivating season.
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sea-port town will bo very greotly improved

_bo area proposed to bo irvigated; Lut I thiuk this arca mav be greaty

L

Procecdi.ng: of the Madras Gove.r;nment, Reo;;‘u;l);parkmenl,

: k5. ..Clxcnp lubour, the frec gift of stonc, and tho freo curtago of stoue to the

work, will save the Government at least balf a luc of Rupees 4

e :;t 'I:’ho §upcnutcnding Engincer is now revising the original estimate to suit
cred prices of to-duy, and Iam not aware of the ageregate cost proposed ;

24th April 1867, No. 95. but whatever the cost wmny be, thorcturn

tmnu‘l‘ni ;as ox;l),l:xincd in the following extract from my letter to the Engincer :—

“ cuntm:ﬂ::icutcnn:(; (i-lra:nmt of tlhe villuges likely to be affected by ;,lm Streevy-

“work ; bctwcel’\ Strecv 'Z:O:“n o enormous benefits likely to be conferred by tho

“ 810 now on 11 ycuntam end the kea, a distance of twenty miles, the crops
on the ground (at the end of April), and are not reaped till May, instcad

“of in F¢ : .
cbruary, as is the case higher up tho stream. The tanks from which theso

“Jlan rrie . .
L fro:: ttll;o ;;;::gtxc:i :ﬁ?cl:e their supply from tho overflow of other tanks supplied
“ freshes como and. o bc.l;' » 30me ten miles above Streevycuntam, and many g0°
 eultivating o gf cfore tho lo.wer f;mk's receive 8 drop of water; in fact, the
g scason far down the river iy threo mouths later thano it nced be, and

1 tho s . .
remissions made for fuilure of crops below the proposed anicut during the -

* last '
ast ten years amonat to upwards of a luc of Rupees.  The proposcd anicut will

‘ bring und. Sy
g under cultivation 1,500 acres of nunjei waste, assesscd at 7,500 Rupees; -

Th : .
;’:;o::: ::':hﬂ'ml that would probably be “ will convert 3,000 acres of single crop
are very muc: ﬁ;'l'::“m : the existing rates ' land iuto doublo crop, which at

“Rs. an acre represonts 7,590 Rupecds

“land, which at 5 Ry ce ‘“and will irrigato 3,000 "acrcs of dry

pecs an acre, represents 15,000 Rupees; total 30,000.

“ Thero is
moreover & tract of marsh extending frowm Kulasegnrapatnam o

“ Vypar alnost entirel :
u ] .
‘““ with fresh water to w):xs],n ztltt;;t:’tcsgl,tbut capablo of growing rice crops if supplied
1 I h l N .
“ of P‘)“c:vi n‘:lu;l.i ;xd:llen over the wholo length of this with tho Inspcetor Genersl
“ by an av; rae of ) x agrecd that this barren tract, somno forty miles in length,
‘““ease. The 1:‘.01 .onlc n brcndt]_., might bo irrigated apparently with tho greatest
“ thero durine the :: ow, almost tho sca lovel, aud if the flood wator that collects
“ wash out th; salt Ozsoon.h?d but an exit through the sand bills, this alone woult
‘ peoplo would rcn.dil : ot s casily providod, and here are 25,000 acres that the
“ oo y take up ot 3 Rupecs an P ) want of tho
water that fills the river ¢ pe acre, lying wasto froo 1
““ months of the ycar.” ay after duy and weck after weck during tho scvend
7. Itis not by irrieat:
il profit; the oy, 88ting fresh land only tlat the Government and the F3°%
will rccciv; an bun (;' Now poorly irrigated from the surplus of tho Marudur nmf:ut
and the annuyl scttle‘r:lctn: :Pplyl dircct ; the harvest will bo some ronths “uh'ct;;
) , . . . . i
greater promptitude, and ;lwn:idx:hm{]y- in proportion ; tho Lists will Le pn;dl:ilng
® irrigation extend as far as proposed 80

. A . e
Fresh water is now sold in Tuticorin at 4 pies fresh water to Tuticorin, the nspect of d‘.

per chatty full» country will bo changed, and the coudi-

. ¢
tion of tlo people in our most unportan

8. The enclosed plup exhibits tho gencerul diroction ofl tho channcld, and
cxten‘ °

AN

will amount to about a luc of Rupees per *~

No. 200.

TR -/

Procecdings of the Madras Gooernment, Revenue Department,
11th Scptember 1867. .

anuel from the Marudur anicut on the northern bank of the
sed through the Streevycuntam and Perur tanks is relioved
from supplying tho Sevali, Perungulam, Arumugamangalam, Iruvapapuram and
Korkoi tauks as it does at present, and is taken away from Perur on a high level to

irrigate the whole of the sandy wasto thut stretches for miles round Tuticorin.
The feasibility of this can, however, only be determined by levelling, and I would

suggest that an Oficer be at onco deputed to take tho requisite levels.

ExcrLosorx No. 1.—Sketch.

particularly if the ch
river after having pas

1. The Bonrd are much obliged to Mr. Puckle for bringiog forward the very
o which he refers in the foregoing letter, and they resolve to
submit the matter to Government, with their recommendation that, if possible, a
grant of funds for the early prosccution of the work be sanctioned, or that, at any
rate, authority bo given for the expenditure of the sum subscribed by the ryots

likely to benefit by the project. :
2. It is quite evident that the anicut with its subsidiary channcls will be a

remuperative work, but tho Board request Mr. Puckle to forward a rough estimate
of the probablo cost as soon as possible, with a statement giving the arca of tho dry
and wet land likely to be affccted by the work.

3. The liberality of the ryots in raising so largo a subscription for the prose-
cution of the work merits the commendation of Government, and evinces thoir

confidence in the project.

important work t

- OrDER THEREON, 11th September 1é67, No. 2,143.

I Irrization. No. 8 ’ Transferred to the Department Public Works, with
8 » 7™ | tho opinion of Government in this Department that as the

project bas been already approved, as well devised and

feasible, and promiscs to be very beneficiul to the peoplo and sufficiently remuncra-

tive, the equivalent of the sum subscribed by the ryots towards its exccution should
be at once placed at the disposal of the Superintending Engineer to enable him
to start the work, and no effort should bo spared to expedite its completion.
(True Extract) i
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
" Secretary to GCovernment.

_ To the Public Works Department.

»» the Board of Revenue.

Exd. S. T. Augustis,
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