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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
o - 2nd September 1867, |

No. 7.  Read the fullowing Procoedings of the Biard of Revenue, dated 19th
‘ July 1867, No. 4,556, S -

, Read the following letters :—

Froa the Collector of B;ll-sry.'to tho Sccretary to the Bosrd of Revenue, dated Camp
' at Ramandroog, Talook Hospett, 12th April 1867, No. 60. '

1. With reference to o water-rate for the proposed Tuongabadra Canal,on

" whick my opinion is requested in Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 8th -
March 1867, No. 1,429, I have the honor to recommend a rate of Rupees 5 peracre
for the first three years from the application of water to the land, and after the

third year, and up to the tenth year, a rato not excecding Rupees 7-8-0 per acre,

por crop, consolidated, Rupees 9-12-0.  The Rupees 5 por acre water cess, would, .

congolidated with the dry assessment of the villages on the line of the canal, range.
from Rupecs 7§ to 5i. ° ' . L :

2. Iam in favor of a light rate for the first three years; it will attract capital -

. - to tho preparation of lund for the reception of water; it will attract laborers from
ill-watcred regions whero they spend a ‘precarious existence : but to cultivate the . -
lands away from villages, buts have to be built, and a population settled. If the
" supply from the canal were merely to feed existing taoks, and irrigated ficlds, the
" water would bo worth more thao Rupecs 10 por acre from the date of its appli-
cation. o o o . - - o

" 3. The.rate for 8 sccond crop might well be fixed when the reservoirs to hold -
" water at other times thun the south-west monsoon, or to regulate the floods, bave .
" been constructed; practically we have s one-crop rate to fix at present. ’

4. Tho rates existing under the Toong;badn channels, in Hospett talook, . . .

, fo}merly ranged from Rupecs 29 per acre to 6 Aooas, and were lowored to a maxi-
mum level of Rupees 12 per acre for first class land, with full water supply, Rupees &
being paid for a second crop. ' Instead of 115 rates, thirty-soven wore invented,

probubly six would have sufficed. The new ratesranged from Rupees 12 to Rupee 1. . L

" The last is & very good rate for unirrigated land, in an arid district, whore
there are many chances against the crops coming to maturity ; but for fully irri-
gated land, Rupecs 5 should be the lowest limit. I understand, however, that these
rates, ranging at lcast from Rupecs 3 downwards, are for laad in the vicinity of the -
channel lands, and which are really watered by the drainage collected by wells," .
and raised by mechanical power. Tho present Toongabadra channel lands yielded

.- » landlord’s profit, and aro extonsively sub-let by the proprietors. "The average one-

crop asscavnent on the land from 12 to Rupees 3 is Rupees -8 per_acre, nawely,
.7,390 acres, (Rupeces 61,765 nssessm_ent).' ‘ o ’

. v
- .
.

-, " -5. As regards prices, thoy have steadily risen with the influz, and deteriorated
-yalue of the currency, the curroncy is doubled, but grain has not, and will not, till
. further irrigation is opened out, and the population will increase and maintain the-
- domand for the incrcased production of grain. - : - .. .

'6. Thereisonly aiimibed irfigatd areain this diatrict, l@ then seven pér'cont."
* of the cultivatel arca. The unirrigated crop prices, after rain-fall, bave fullen from -
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_considor tho average & high one. Ian Kumool, Captain Mullins shews that the

_ thinks that as the wot lands in that district were uuder tanks, while thoso in Bellary

- be expected so to convort it, tho miore especially, as he will have in the first instance

‘preparing his land for irrigation. Not being acquaiuted with the locality, or tho
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2 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Deyariment,
2nd Seplember 1867 - .

four (during drought) to twenty measures, per Rupee, but tho irrigeied crop (rice .
which continues the same, indcpendent of rain, so far at least as the 10,000 acres:
of river-chanuels are concerncd, has only fallen from three measurcs to seven per:
Rapee. It is not likely that prices of irrigated produce such as paddy even with

. extended cultivation will fall below one-third of late rates, or Rupecs *}* — Rupees

133, s price per gar~e which ruled in the first five years of the last docade, or from’
1857 to 1861 before the influx of currency referred to.

-

From the Officiating Director of Recvenue Sottlcme;\t, to the Secretary to tho;
' Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 1st May 1867, No. 558-15. '

1. In reply to tho Board’s Procecdings of the 8th March last, No. 1,429,\
communicating Orders of Gorernment, in the Rovonuo Department, dated 26th
February, No. 470, and in the Public Works Dcpartmont, 21st idem, No. 618, and
requesting my opinion on the question of the water-rate which may be imposed on’
the land to be irrigated from the canal proposed to be excavated from Walavapore:
on the Toomnbudra to Bollary, I have the honor to state that the calculations given "
‘by tho Consulting Engincer in paragraphs 103 to 108 of his Report, forming an j
enclosuro to tho abuve papers, soem on the wholo to be vory fair and reasonable. ;
] obsorve that the average produce of paddy per acre, namely, 1,066 Madras }

’

measures, is taken from information furnished by the Collector ; otherwiso I should
averago, as calculated for the Revenuo Secttlement, was only 8380 measures, Lut bo

will be under direct river-irrigation, the diffcrence is not greator than he is warranted
in expecting. It does not appcar, however, that Mr. Wedderburn's estimate of
produce bad reforence specially to river-irrigated land, and in the Goduvery District,
where the average is not so high, the calculations were made for lund under that
specics of irrigation, The commutation rates adopted by Captain Mullins, namely

Rupees 132 per garce for paddy, and Rupces 158 for cholum, appear moderuto an J
unobjectionablle. . . A

KYPIREID-T NP P S

2. I doubt whother it will be found practicable to levy so bigh a water-rate as
that recommended by the Consulting Euginecr, or that twenty-fivo per cont. of the
profits estimated to ariso from the conversion of thedry land into wet, will form the
¢ considerablo inducement’ which it is allowed the ryot must Lave hoforc he can

o 40 PR g e

to incur the expenso (cstimated by Cuptaiu Mullins at Rupces 10 por acre) of

people, I am unable to judge how much they may be willing to pay for water. It
is possiblo that circurmstanced as they are, and with the remembrance of recont
calamitics arising from the wapt of it, fresh on their minds, they may bo ready to ;
pay more than tho inhabitants of the more favored delta districts would care to give, |
1 observe however that, taking the Kurnool average of 880 Madras mcasures per i
acre, and the standard price at Rupees 132 per garce, and deducting only one-sixth ¢
for viciesitudes of season, in addition to the cultivation cxpenscs, tho proposcd !

ce P o WP e N

. water-rate itself, would more than swallow up half the net produce, now declared l
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. or taking the Bellury estimato of 1,068 Madras measures per acro wi"lh tho same

.Bcllary than that sanctioned for Kurnool. I believe that the immediate object in
" view in planning the works in question is not o much to obtain lurge remunerative :

Ss A
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 3
! 2ud September 1867.

N -

bj authoriti to bo tho ‘cb._ne.ct proportion to be taken by the State, lcaving ?‘°u’i“3
whatever for vhe land assos‘mont proper. , The following are the figures:—

, Rs. A. P.

Value of not pro,(’..t;ce e e 15 7 0
Half do. .. 711 6

. Water-rate ... ... ... e er e e .. 8 80
Excess of water-rato over half the net ... . 012 6

commutation rate and deductions, the sccount would stand— -

: S . ps. A. P
Value of met produce ... ... ... .. e e e 1814 0
. Half do. 9 7 4
TVAlOr a0 wov: vee ere e aeec aee e el e 8 8 0 :
_Differenco betwecn water-rate and balf net availablo o %
for land assessmont...- . ... 015 4 -

This is less than the present dry as'sessn;enf, which is given by Mr. Wedder-,

" burnas Rupecs 1-2-0 per acre. :

' . - {
3. - It must also be remembered that much of the land will not produce 1,068 }
Madras measures per acre, or even 880 measures, and that in such cases, the propor-{

" tion of tho net produce swallowed up by the proposcd water-rate, will be atill largel’,é
" than that shewn above, and if, as is possible, the rato is found occasionally to amount?

not to 75 only, but to 100 per cent. of the profits arising from the conversion of »

the land from dry to wet, it cannot be expected that the ryots will invariably t:ome1

forward to take the wator, and I assume that they will have tho option of taking or

vefusing it. They will not understand that the imposition of & water-rate higher f

than that charged clsewhere, is couscquent on the unusnal costlincss of tho works, i

and necessary for the purpose of sccuring an adequato return for the outlay. . = "2

4. Should tho high water-rate, ss hinted above, thus prove proliibitory, mdl

'acﬁr tho ryots froin taking, water. for the inferior lands, the area under irrigation ’

inay be far stnaller than the cstimate now wade, acd the aggregate returnd {eu than
might bo derived from the collection of a lower rato over a lurger urea. . Itis cglcu-(:
lated that & rate of Rupocs 8-8-0 on the firat crop, and of Rupces 6-8-0 on the‘
second, will produce a rcturn of 13:38 per cent., or deducting 2} per c.ent. for.;)
maintenance, 10-88 por cont. on the outlay; but this is on the assumption that’
1,50,000 acres are watcred for the first, and 1,00,000 for a sccond crop. . A rate of”,.
Rupoes 6 for each crop, on the above arcas, would produce Rupees 15,00,00.0, ..
rather more than ten per cent. on the amount of the cstimate, or allowing for mamtt.!- H
nance, seven and a balf per cent. A rate of Rupccs 8 on tho first crop, and a consali- {
duted charge of Rupces 10 for the double crop on the same arcas, would produce ¢
Rupecs 13,00,000, or nine per ccat. on the estimato, or deducting for maintonancf,
six and & half per cent. . - : . ' o
5. Onp the whole I do not recommond the adoption of a higher water-rate in

2 TN Ta'et NwT

a3 to secaro the locality concerned from all chance of future famine, and ;
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* difforing in their product:ve powers. :

7. The Board have, however, long urged upon Government the expediency
of taking this work in hard from moatives of sound policy. On a recent occasion
they expressed their con:urrence with the Collector of the district in considering
that it was not & question of the comparative profits or advantages of a rain-fed or 8

, river-irrigated cultivation, but of 8 certain against an uncertain supply of 8 necces-
sary of lifo which would have saved a largo amount of luss and sufforing had it
been available during the past year, and the Government fully concur in this view

* in their Order, dated 28th March 1867, No. 734, -~ . .~ | =

' 8. Independent of these grounds, the indirect returns to Government obtain-
able from such a large addition to the wealth of the district must also be very -
considerable. Tho Land tax, exclusive of water-rate on the arca brought under
cultivation, will bo a large sugmentation of rcvenue; for it is preswned that but

. RIS i . ' '-..h,- N - o
- if this objcct is not only attained, but in addition, a fair y.cerest on the axponditure
* is returned, the Government will no doubt be well naﬁs?cd,

. > SIS g ST . e At B 7 Tt .
b \ ; . ,’ -9 t . . . ; '.. . t;'
o : Vo [ L
| _,__.__._"__.._. ..... . ' — —-:--w_-—'-—--_"‘ l ‘ ! g Prozcedings of tie Madras Government, Revenue Department, 5
"4 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Rejgnue Depgrlme’(ll. 1 | ‘ ' ..« 2nd Seplember 1867. .
2nd Seplember 1567, .» . - § ‘ | 1 )  —— . - .
: N — - '} ' ! : that they are to be appliczi to a very large tract of land comprising soils largely
] :
i

>
e

. 1. VWith their Order in tho Revenao Department, (\l\'.tcd 20th February 1807,

< No. 420, the Government referred to the Board the report from the Consulting :

. Engineer for the Madras Irrigation and Canal Commpany upon the Toombuddra; '
Irrigation project, in view to the Board stating their opinion on the questiva of;
-wator-rato after consulting the Cgllcctor of Bellary and the Offiviating Dirct.:tor Of{‘

Revenuo Settlement. : . : | [

. 2. ‘The lctters recorded above are tho r:eplie. of these two Offcers to tho;
.*Board's requisition on tl;e subject.” - ' o o o ] R
3. The Collector of Bellary considers that the water to be su};)plioa bylho‘ . 3

~ now project would be well worth Rupces 10 per acre, if it wero mercly to feed : .

S TN e AT T T Ty e — sy
- Y

existing tanks and irrigated ficlds; but he points out that the lands to bo irrigh.ted-’ / i ! yielding rovenue to Government, and from the remarks of the Consultiog Engineer,
*“are far from the villages, and that huts will have to be built and villages formcd.; ' o it would appear that a considerable portion of the truct is but sparsely inhabited.”
In vicw, therefore, to attract population and capital to the locality, Le is in favor, o " On these considcrations alone, and quite independent of tho return on the capital,
"“of 8 5 Rupees rate for the first threo ycars, and a rate of Rupees 7-8-0 for the fourth’ ' - d " the Board would carnestly recommend that Government should afford the Irriga- -
“"to the tenth ycar. Tlo considers that the question of water-rate for a second crop:: ' u " tion Company every rcasonablo assistance in raising the nccessary funds and -
" bad best bo deferred until the completion of tho storage reservoirs. | 2 -1 ' : completing the work as rapidly as possible. ' S S T
' "9, Roughly stated the cost of the works will be 1} millions sterling, and they .

.+ 4.. The Officiating Director of Revenuo Sottlement is also averse to so Bigh .‘. ' t L

water-rato as that proposed by’ Captnin’! ’ are calculated to irrigate 1,50,000 acres for one crop, and 1,00,000 acres for a

will pay all expcnses, plus five per cent. on the mouey cxpended in their construc-

o : (38 A P €Ul @ and Do h ! { double crop. " The Consulting Engineer cousiders that the f:hargcs of managoment
’ E::::n ;:' LT T g 8 8 it wouk’l o‘:‘thfoll:i:,o::' ::l: :;::111::0(13 will amount to two and a half per cent. on the outlay, or to ncarly £37,500; -
C Tlidto 10th ... .. .. 8. 8 0 asto produce, &c., absorb more tl:::{ o F; 3 hence, if a further sum of £75,000 can be realized from the water-rato, tho works

half the net produco of the land. Ho?

. considers that the rate should not bo higlicr than that sanctioned for Kurnool, and] . : ! :::?x;n &\;;;cg;;wa:; : :):;:o‘:d ?nm;m.;r;: 201353;03:) o :f):e!:l:::l: og ;:en;

rshews that @ woter-rato of Rupees 6 for one crop, with a c.onsolidawd rate of: ' " foh . will give £50, 000' A water-rato of Rupees 5 on cach crop would thus produce
b outley o ;'01": k"O\ﬂd p_roduc; o retirn equal to nine per cent. on tho; L i LR £125,000 or e,ight.and a half per cent. on tho capital expended, and, as the Board
pr:;pos.ed o:xhtlny T t‘. :):i(:t :’ or sx f".’ 4 .h?" per .ccnt.. on this amount 0“}‘“ it . ‘ bave no doubt whatever that the lands can bear theso rates, they bave no hesitation
do‘ “Ct_'“.‘g S L T ‘ : t Co in recommending that tho usual guarantee should be given to the Irrigation Com- -

“~- 5. - The Board do not dcem it necessary for them to analize, very closcly; the 3 } ;o - pany. e R S R T

. culcalations of‘tho Consulting Engincer at this stuge of the proceedings, for ;bey:, ) ' P 7. 710. It remasins to be scen whether tho rate of 6 Rupoes por acro, for each
presumo that, if it be deeided fo permit the Irrigation Compuny to undortake the? ' A crop now levied in Kurnool, is or is not too high; but the Board, looking at fho o
project, & carcful inquiry will,.in the first place, be directed into the productive | " circumstances of Bollary, are not prepared to object to & similar rate beiug lovied

owers of the lands to be irrigated, in view both to th ¥ ' ; . ip tho latter district, but they would be certainly averse to fixing a highor rate except

P e et . e assersment and theo wntcr—i i $ 13 , but they ¥ ; ainly B !
rato boing fixod as has boen done in the Godavory, Kistna, and Kurnool Districts, 3 o ! h on the very fullest evidenco as to the capacity of tho land to bearit. he rates o
" 8. The statcments of the Consulting Engineer ss to the description « U : * L asscssment in the Bollary District were revised in 1853, and the highest cona?h-_ :
soil to be irrigated, and the quantit f land likel '° cvl.crlphon_'o.f “'04" { " dated rate for land bearing one wet crop is Rupeos 12 per acro, and for land beariag

80 & ) ) 8D quantity of land likely to be brought under the influ- _ ( \ " two crops Rupocs 18 per acre. - The avorage assessment of tho district paid by one-
enco of the WOTES, 810 necessarily accepted by the Board a sufficiently corroct to | ¥ | ]a:; is I::)cwever' Rupees 8-8-0 per acre, sod for two-crop land Rupeos 9-12-0
frame approxu.nnte estimatcs of the return from the outlay proposed to be incurred, { ' ! . crop o -b‘;‘ tha n'y;mgé pnid by the one-crop land undor the existing Toonga- '
but beyond this the Board are not prepared, at present, to adopt Lis calculutions, ! < - por 8cTy, ls-is Rupces 8] per acre. Theso rates were fixed when there had

: . . X d hanneo i ) )
:Though thf mef“"d' c?mml.m.;tan rate 1s very little moro than ono-third of tho | xe:: ‘:iec,l‘inb in the prices of ull agricultural produce for upwards of thirty yers,
“present ruling prices, it is considerably higher than any rate hitherto adopted by ; S T A AP . o

. the Revenue Settlement Department in any other district, and the estimatcd r'utcu:;

of .l);odugo are al'oo, in tho Md'l opiuion, unduly fuvorable, when it is rcmcmbcrcdi

!
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very small portious of the land which will be affected by the project are now .
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¢ - Prqc?edingl of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
' 2nd September 1867 -~ 4

‘agew .":

whereas priccs have steadily risen daring tho last fifteen years. Oa the whole

thercfore, the Board consider that the Irrigation Company may very safely rcckox;
upon a water-rato of Rupces 6 for one crop and Rupecs 12 for two crops, the rates
at present in forco in the Kurnool District, and suppbsing the land ;sscssmént
proper to vary from Rupces 2-8-0 to Annas 8 per acre, tho highcst rate would thus
be Rupecs 14-8-0, against Rupees 18 in other parts of the district; but the average
rate would, of course, be somewhat increased, though it would not bLe in cxcesaoof
Rupees 8], and the assessment and wator-rate levied on the very inferior lands

Tt vr & - . .k
- v apeall Ay Wl Lo

other portions of the district. Thcse anomalics are, however, inseparable from ?
the system of charging s uniform water-rate upon all descriptions of land of i
varying fertility. The rates.dn force in Kurnool as mentioned above. if a licd:
to t}lo Bellary project, would on tho estimatod calculations produce n’ revczge of [
fifteen lgcs of Rupean, or about ten per cent. on the capital expeuded. §
R ) Should the Government concur with tho Board as to the expediency of ;
a Stato guaranteo being offered to tho Irrigation Company in view to the roxoc t
_being at onco commenced, the Board would strongly rccommend that op ortu;,x't y
be taken to amend the dofects which expericnce has brousht to lizht ir: x:h ‘ Y{
ing contract between the Government snd tho Complmy."'a T o oxt: i

4

* " Onper yREREON, 20d September 1867, No. 2,047, ]

Communicated to the' De :.
) partment
| (I)’u(l;hc Works, with reference to the’
) L . rder in that Department
Fcbruary 1867, No. 518, and with the opinion of Govcrnmenlt in t‘l?i: ’Dcd-atc: .
that the Kurnool water-rate of Rupces 8 per acre, per crop, should bo ado )g.:i f“‘o':'?
¢ Upper Bellary project” of the Madras Irrigation-and Canal Compan; as n::::, S
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Paocesoixas or ros Boaxp or Rzvanos, dated 10th Jdly 1867.
Read the following letters:— '

From A. WEDDERBURN, Esq., Collector of Bellary, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, (

dated Camp at Ramandrug, Taluk Hospett, 12th April 1867, No. 60.

1. With refercace to a water rate for the proposed Toongabadrs Canal, on which my opinion
is requested in Proceedings of the Board of Revenug, dated 8th March 1867, No. 1,429, I have the !
bonour to recommend  rate of Rupees 5 per acre for the first'three years from the application of
water to the land, and after the third year, and up to the tenth year, & rate not exceeding

would, consolidated with the dry assessment, of the villages on the
Rupces 7% to 5}. * a8

2. I am in favour of a light rate for the first three years;-it will attract capital to the preps-
ration of land for the reccption of water; it will attract labourers from ill-watered regions whero they
spend a precarious cxistence : but to cultivate the lands away from villages, huts have to be bailt,
and » population scttled. If the supply from the canal wero merely to feed existing tanks, and
irrigated ficlds, the water would be worth more than Rupces 10 per ocre from the date of ite l
application,

3. The rate for & sccond crop might well be figed whe
times than the south-west monsoon, or to regulate the floods,
bavo & onc-crop rate to fix at present. :

4. Tho rates esisting under the Toongabadra chanoels, in Tospett taluk, formerly ranged
from Rupces 29 per acro, to 6 Annas, and wero lowered to & maximum level of Rupees 12 per acre
for first clase land, with full wager supply, Rupces 6 being paid for 8 second crop. Tostead of 113
}ateﬁ,'37 wore invented, probably six would have suficed. The new rates ranged from Rupecs 12 l

to Rupce 1. The last isa very good rate for_unirrigated Tand;” $
~ninst the crops coming to maturity; but for fally irrigated 1end, Rupees 5|

ehould be the lowcst limit. I understand, bowever, that theso rates, ranging ot least froms Rupees 3
downwards, arc for land in the vicinity of the chanacl lands, and which are rcally watered by tho)
drainage collected by wells, and raised by mechsnical power. The prescnt Toongabadrs channel
lands yioldcd a landlord’s profit, and sre extensively sublet by the proprietors. The avcrage one-
crop assesment on the land from 12 to Rupecs 3 is Rupees B} per acre, namcly, 7,390 acros,
(Rupocs 61,765 asscasment.) | T :

5. As régnrds priccs, they bave steadil
currency, tho currency is doubled, but grain
out, and the population will incrcase snd main
grin. '

" 6. There is only s limited irrig
arca. Tho unirrigated crop prices, &

measures, per rupec, but tho irrigated
g0 far at least as the 10,000 acres of rivér channcls arasconcern

to 7 per rupeo. It is not likely that prices of irrigated prodauv?_ggch M p

cultivation will fall bclow one-third of late ratcs, or Rupees 'y o= W :
which ruled in the &rst five years, of the last dccade or from 1857 to 1861 before

rency referred to.

From R. E. MASTER, Esq., Officiating Diroctor.of Reovenue Sottlement, to the Secretary to the
' Board of Rovenuo, dated Madras, 1et May 1867, No. 558-15. ,
rd’ i No. 1,429, commubicsting
. 1. In reply to the Doard’s Proceedinge of the 8th March last, 0. 1,429, cor .
,q'deu of (;ovo:nxynent, in the Revenue Department, dated 2Gth February, No. 470, and in the Nh_q

o the reservoirs to hold water at other
have been constructed; practically we |

are many chances

5 risen with the influx, and detcriorated nlt.ao of the
has not, and will not, till further irrigation 1 o.poned
tain the demaud for the increased production of

ated area in this district, less than 7 per cent. of the
fter rainfall, bave fallen from four (during drought) to twenty

crop (rice) which coutinucs the samo, independent of rain,
cd, has only fallen from 3 measures
addy even with extended

the influx of cur-

.

o ap arid district, where theye -

"’ Rupecs 7-8-0 per acre, per CYOP‘ CO_M__olitLa_wi. Rupec-: 9-12-0. - The Rupecs 5 per acre water cess, ! :
line of the Zcanal, range from U
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Rupecs 133, 8 price por g0 ™,

E

|




RN, _/ irrigation, the diffcrcnce is not greater than he is warranted in expecting.
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Works Degutu‘a-egt, 21st idem, No. 518, and requesting my opinion on the qneltionla of the water
rate which may be imposed on the land to be irrigated from the canal proposed to be excavated from

LI S )

’

1]
[

Walavapore on the Toombudra to Bellary, I havo the hoaour to state that the calculations given
by the Consulting Engincer in paragraphs103 to 108 of his Report, forming an enclosure to the above

papers, sccm on the whole to be very fair and reasonablo. I observe that the average produce of :

paddy per acre, namely, 1,068 Madras measures, is taken from information furnished by theCollector;
otherwise I should consider the average & high one. In Kurmool, Captain Mullins shows that the

average, as calculated for the Rovenue Settlcment, was ooly 880 measurca, but he thinks that as |

he wet Jands in that district were under tanks, while those in Bellary will bo under direct river

; 1t does not
wever, that Mr, Weddefburn'l estimate of produce had refcrence specially to rivcr-irril::t:; r::;.
and in the Godavery district, whero the average isnot 8o high, the calculations wero made for hm;

ugder that species of irrigation. The commutation rates gdogicd by Gaptain Mullins, namely

,_ 2. ldoubt whetherit will be f:mnd practicable to levy so high a water rate as th
by the Consulting Engineer, or that 25 per cent. of the profits catiated to arise fro

PR APTSrR St

-

: R:lpecs 132 per garce for Paddy, and Rupees 156 for Cholun, appear moderate and unobjectionable

at recommended ¢
in the conversion

of tho dry land into wet, will form the ** considerablo inducement'” whick it is allowed the ryot t
bavd before he can be expected so to convort it, the more especially, as Lie will bave ju the ﬁro?inc:::. “

to ipour the expense (estimnated by Captain Mulline at Rupecs 10 per acre) of preparing bis land

It is possible that circumstanced
and with tho remcmbrance of recent calamitics arising from the want of it, freshc:n zc;:(;’:i:rd:

give. . Iobscrve however that, taking the Kurnool average of 830 Madras measurcs
standard price at Rupees 132 per garco, and deducting only ono-sixth for viciasitud

- L. es of scason, i
addition to the cultivation expenses, the proposcd water rato itself, would more th o , in

an swallow up balf

R . e . . . . k )
leaving nothing whatover for the land asacssment proper. The following are th: s?u:.-".?h. State..
Value of net produce ... ;5. ; :)
Half do. 711 @
Waterrate ... ... ... ... .. .. .. ... .. e .. 8 8 0
Exccen of watcr rate over half tho net 012 ¢

or taking the Bellary estimate of 1,066 Madras measures per u?re with tife 3
' |am
and tjleductiona, the account would stand— ¢ commutation rate

. RS. A. P,

Value of net produce .., . 18 14 9

Half do. P U OO : B P

[ L 8.8 0
Differeuce between water rate and half net availablo for land

asscssment ... .. ... ... e, wee 0 15 4

igation. Not being acquainted with tho locality, or the peopl
’ pie, I a 1 » !
. \‘.\j- N “Sow tauch thoy may be willing to pay for water. o unable to judge

. they may be ready to pay more than the iubabitants of the more favoured delta districts would care to .

per acre, and the

.
.
i
'
.
'

This is less than the prescnt dry asscssment, which is given by Mr. Wedderburn as Rupees E

1-2-0 pcr acre, S
3. It must also be remembered that much of the land will not produce 1,066 Madras l;leuura

per acre, or cven 880 mmurgo‘, and that in sgch cases, the propurtion of tho nct produce swallowed
;. 8p by the proposcd water rate, will bo still larger than that shewn above, and if, as is pﬁiblo the

" rate is found occasionally to amount not to 75 only, but to 100 per ceut. of the profits arising from

- forward to take the watcr, aud [ assumo that thoy will have the option of taking or refusing it. They

i
s

*

the conversion of the land from dry to wet, it canuot be expected that the ryota will invariably come

3
¢ P e oo

will not undorstand that the imposition of a water ralo Ligher than that charged elscwhere, is -

consoquent on the unusual costliness of the works, and necessary for the purpose of securing an .

adequate retarn for tho outlay. L. . .
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4. Should the high water rate, as hintod above, th:u prove probibitory, and deter the ryots from
taking water for the inferior lands, the area under irrigation may be far smaller than the estimate
now made, and the aggregate rtw‘rgl less than might be derived from the coliection of & lower rate
over a larger arca. It iscalculated that & rate of Rupees 8-8-0 on the first crop, and of Rupees
6-8-0 on the decond, will produce a return of 13-38 per cent., or deducting 24 per ccnt. for main-
tenance, 10:88 per cent. on the outlay; but this is*on the assumption that 1,50,000 acres are watered
for the first, and 1,00,000 for s second crop. A rate of Rapecs G for each crop, on the above areas,
would produce Rupees 15,00,000, a rather moro than 10 per cent. on the amount of the estimate,
orallowing for maintenance,7} per cent. A rate of Rupces 6 on the first crop, and a consolidated

charge of Rupces 10 for the double crop on the same areas, would produce Rupoes 13,00,000, or®

’ -
Yo
&

per cent. on the estimate, or deducting for mnintenancclt}) pereent. s o -

8. On the wholo I do not recommend tho adoption of a higher water rate in Bellary than that
sanctioned for Kurnool. 1 Lilicve that the immediate 'object in view in planning the works in
question is not so much to obtain large remuncrative returns, as to secure the locality concerned
from all chance of future famine, and if this objcct is not only attaiued, but in addition, 8 fair interest
on tho expendituro iv returncd, the Government will no doubt be well satisficd.

.
"
[ o,

1. With their Order in the Revenue Department, dated 20tk February 1867, No. «(‘.‘0, the
Govornment referred to the Board the report from the Consulting Enginecr for the Madras Irrigation
and Canal Company upon the Toombudra Irrigation project, in view to the Ioard stating their

opinivn on the question of water rate after consulting the Collector of Bellary and the OXciating .

Director of Revenue Scttlement.
2. Tho letters recorded sbove are tho replies of thcs> two Offi:ers to the Board's requisition on

the subject. _
3. Tho Collector of Bellury considers that tho wator to Le supplied by the new project would

, be well worth Rupoes 10 per acre, if it wire morely to fced existing tanks and irrigated ficlds; but

ho points ont that the lands to be irrigated arc far from the villages, and that huts will have to be
built and villagea formed. In view, thercfore, to attract population and eapital to the locality, beisin
favour of a 5 rupces rate for the firat three years, and s rate of Rupees 7-8-0 for the fourth to the tenth
year. Ilo considers that the question of water rate for & second crop had best be deferred until the
completion of the storage reservoirs.

4. The OFciating Diroctor of Revenuo Settlement is also averse to so high & watcr rate ag
that proposed by Captain Mullins, ® snd points out thatif adopted
it would on the basis of tho ealculation as to produce, &c., absord
moro than half tho nct proluce of the land. e considers that
the rate should not be higher than that sanctioned for Kurnool,
and shows that & water rate of Rupecs 6 for ouo crop, with s consolidated rate of Rupeos 10 for two
crops, would produce s roturn equsal to 9 per cent. oa the proposed outlay oa tho works, or 6} per
ccnt. on this amount aftar deducting the oost of maintenance.

® Firetyoar.. . . . B
Becoud do... o oo o 7

AP
00
0 o
Third to 10tk ,.. 8 9

5. The Board do not deem it necessary for them' to analizo, very closely, the calculatious of
the Consultinz Euginoer at this atage of the procecdings, for they presume that, if it be decided to
permit the Irrigation Company to undertake the project, 8 carefal inguiry wiil, in the first place, be
directed into the productive powcrs of the lauds to bo irrigated, in viow both to the .‘.c.-mont snd
tho water rate being fixed as has bocn done in tho Godavery, Kistoa, and Kurnool districts.

6. Tho Statements of tho Consulting Engincer as to the description of the soil to bo irrigated,
snd tho quantity of land likely to bo brought under tho influenco of the works, are necessarily

sccepted by the Noard as sufficiontly correct to "
outlay proposed to bo iucurred, but Loyoad this the Board are not prepared, st pn.oont, to adopt hss
calculations. Though the proposed commatation rate is very little more thas one-third of the present

ruling pricea, it is considcrably higher than any rate bithoerto od'opud by the Revenue Settlement

. .- '. ,l -". . _
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; Dep;étm.;nt in any other district, and the estimated rates of produce are also, in the Board's opinion, . 4 m e ./ ey >\ 3\ X\ . e v | vlt: . ae .3\‘

4 unduly favourable when it is remembered that they are to be spplied to & very large tract of land : o ot . ‘ . . § ; ..

comprising soils largely difficring in their productive powers.
/

M /<
N ’

7. The Board have, however, long arged upon Government the expedienq' of taking this

work in hand from motives of sound polioy. Ona re.cent occasion they expressed their concurrence with :
. the Collector of the district in considering that it was not a question of the comparative profits or f : d
" advantagos of a rain-fed or a river-irrigated cultivation, but of a certain against an uncertain supply / &/&ﬂ/
of & necessary of life which would bave saved a large smount of loss and suffcring bad it been available - .
during the past year, and the Governmeut fully concur in this view in their Ordur, dated 28th_, S g Y7, % >
March 1867, No. 734. i

]

Y 8. Indcpendent of these grounds, the indirect returns to Government obtainable from such a ! ‘ :zl 'y .
- ¢ largo addition to the wealth of the district must also be very considerable. The Land tax, exclusive . . / .

. O g .

L e e

. + of water rate on the arca brought under cultivation, will be a large augmentation of revenue; for it
ja presumed that but very small gfoportions of the land which will be afficcted by the project aro now X
! yielding rovenue to Government, and from the remarks of the Consulting Enginecr, it would appear ; -~

' that a considcrable portion of the tract is but sparacly inbadbited. On these considerations alone, and

-~ * quito independent of the return on the capital, the Board would earncstly recommend that Goverument

oo " ahould aBurd the Irrigation Company overy reasonablo assistance in raising the neceseary funds and

gompleting tho work as rapidly as possible,
‘ o 9. Rouzbhly stated the cost of tho works will be 1§ millions sterling, and they are calculated :
- . to irrigate 1,50,000 acres fur ono crop, and 1,00,000 acres for a doublo crop. The Consulting ’
Engiucer considers that the charges of managemcent will amount to 2§ per cent. on the outlay, or to 3
~ ° pearly £37,500; hence, if a further sum of £75,000 can be realized from the water rate, tho works -
wn ..« will pay all expcascs, plus § per cent. on the money expended in their construction. A water rate

. 7 of 105, or Rupees b per acre on 1,560,000 acres will givea return of £75,000, and a sccond rate of '.
Rupecs 5 per acre on tho double crop land will give £50,000. A water rate of Rupees 5 on cach ;
. crop would thus produce £125,007, or 8§ per cent. on the capital expended, and, as tho Board bave 7 ;
o - no doubt whatever that the lands can bear theso rates, they bave no hesitation in recommending that :
¢ the usual guaranteo should be given to tho Irrigation Company. :

~
-y e

4
4
4

b

.o 10. * It remains to bo s:cn whether the rate of 6 rypecs per acre, for each crop now levied in 3
Kurnool, is or is not too Ligh; but the Board, lookingat the circumstances of Bellary, are not preparc(i
to object to s similar rate being levied in tho latter district, Lut they would Le certainly avcrse to '
“ fxing » higher ratc cxcept on the very fullest evidenco as to the copacity of the Jand to bear
+ it. Tho ratcs of assceemcnt in the Bcllary district wero revised in 1853, and the bighest conso-
. Jidated rate for land bearing one wet crop is Rupces }2 per acre, aud for land bearing two crqps

. . Rupces 18 per acre. Tho averago asscssment of tho district paid by onc-crop land is, however,

L 4

- a———e = .

t Rupces 6-8-0 per acre, and- f(tr two-crop land Rupecs 9-!2-0 per acre, but the averagze paid by the Do (( SN i 5. WA >
/ - ? pne-crop land under the existing Toougabadra chanacls is Rupees &1 per acre.  These rates were M P IN Loo xl P24 . N
 $xed when there had been a decline in the prices of all agricultural produce for upwards of thirt 1 ' . - A . . . .
' ices hav adily risen during th J . b XXXV W AW ol P
| years, whereas prices have steadily riscn during the last fiftcen years. Og the whole, therefore, M (’ - e\ L A
¢ the Board consider that the Irrigation Corpany may very mafely reckon upon a water rate o.f . .

R " Rupecs 6 for onc crop and Rupecs 12 for two crops, the rates at present in force in the Kurnoul
.. district, and supposing the dand asscssment proper to vary from Rupees 2-8-0 to Anoas 8 per acre

 tho highest rato would thus bo Rupees 14-8-0, against Rupees 18 in other parts of the district; but

“ the averago rate would, of course, be somewhat hucreased, though it would not be in excess of Rupces |

~ 81, and tho assessment and watcr rato levied on the very inferior lands would constitute g demand !
e { considerably n excces of that on similar lands in the other portions of the district. These anomalics * y
."' are, however, inseparablo from the syatem of charging s uniform water rate upon all descriptions .

_" " efland of varying fertility. ¢ Tho rates in force in Kurnool as mentioned above, if applied to the
- Bellary projoct, would on the estimated calculations produce a revenue of 15 lacs of Rupecs, or abous :
* 10 per cent. en the capital expegded, : : . :
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_ PRoCTEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENT®,

/Zq)z;u.. 1867. | Dcputmont'J .
Fefppitfon i

Y

!

Dated 19 July 1867. K

R, . i-’z . Submitting opinidn on question of water 1
Lo ».  rmate to belevied by IrrigationCompanyon lands
* . , 23 irrigated by Toombadra Camalin Bellary dis- /o
N : trict and recommending that usual gusrantee "
S ﬁ 'f/ i , - ‘ be given\;o the Ctampcny. e ,
' .;. . N ,/' l. o . ) '.‘
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