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C e o el ) ‘ . T . ‘ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
Ll PR T - : Ty j . 19tk January 1867. ‘ '
f* No. 394.  Read the following Procesdings of the Madras Government in the
i . Public Works Department :— |
| Communicating papers relating to deputation of ( |
! Colonel R. Strachey to report on irrigation '

works in India, with a view to the issue of I _
: instructions to Board of Revenue and Collec- »>(Here enter 10th January 1867, No. 78.)

! tors of Districts to afford that gentleman all | \ )
§ Becessary assistance in carrying out the | Cy
f objects of his mission. : : by
I
| No. 395, OrpER THEREON, 19th January 1867, No. 187. ‘
{ * ~ ;
" Mircellaneons Ordered to be communicated to the Board of Revenu®
] ' : and the Collectors of the Districts, who are requested to A
;‘ ‘ afford every facility to Colonel Strachey for the prosecution :
E ' of his enquiries. »
: (True Extract.)
1
] . .
1 (Signed) W. HUDLESTON, .
! Secretary to Government,’
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i ; Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
|

AN L : -
A -No. 162, Read the'following Proceedings of the Government of India, Public
Works Department, (Civil Works—Agricultural), dated Fort William, 18th

December 1866, No. 1,037 C:— 4 S
Deputation of Colonel R. Strachey, R. E., to report on Irrigation Works in Tndia.

Read the following papers :—

L | Resolution,—By the Government of India, Pablic Works Department, dated 7th August 1866,

| . : . No 675—8 C. )
, Read again :— ’ \ :
o Public Works Department Resolution Nos. 204—10 C, dated 24th February 1866.

Lettexy' from the Secretary to the Government of Fort Sajnt George, in the Public Works Depart.-

ment, No. 1,008, dated 27th March 1866. . .

Letter from the Under Secretary to the Government of the North-Western Provinces, in the Publi‘c’
' Works Department, Irrigation Branch, No 264 I, dated 26th April 1866.

Read also— ‘ - o N
C Letter from the Under Secretary to the Government of the Punjab, in the Publie ngks Depart-
, : ment, Irrigation Branch, No. 252, dated 4th July 1866. o ]

" Opservarions.—In Public Works Department Resolution convening a

Committee to report on matters connected with the Ganges Canal, the Governor
‘General in Council remarked that the degree of success attainable in the construc-
tion of Cauuls and other Irrigation.works, was_due in a great measure to matters - <
unconnected with engineering, .dgpending on climate, soil, the system of “aggri-
: culture, and the habits of the people, and observed that, as these, as well as

\\ engineering pr.actico, differed materially in l'\Iorthem and Southern India, it would’

‘ conduce much to clearing up doubts and differences on the subject of Irrigation

' works, if Officers familiar with the systerr.l in Northern India were deputed from

' , - the North-Western Provinces and the Punjab to report on the works in the Madras

; Presidency, and, similarly, if Officers from the South were sent from Madras to

inspect and report upon the works in Nortlx?rn India. . _ o
9. The Governments of Madras, the North-Western P;ovinces,'- and the -
Punjab, were called upon for report? on the‘above"suggestion.*’ The Madras .’
Government did not concur in the opinion that the success of Canals and other
questions, and saw no advantage -
‘reporting suggested, being of

18 which would

' Irrigation works was due to other tha.n engineering
- in establishing the system of inspection and' cross
opinion that the probable result would l.)e criticisms and discussior
occupy much tiie, and lead to no prac’tlca.l good. | L o
\ 3. The Government of the North-Western Provinces also did not expect that
V . any advantage would be gained by defputing an Officer from those Provinces to
report on the Madras system of irrigation, and suggested that the reason why there
was so little information as to the details of Madras Irrigation, was the absence
in that Presidency of an Irrigation Department in which the statistics of irrigation
- could be collected, arranged, collated, and interpreted. , .
4. The Punjab Government, without offering any opinion as to the advantage,

- or otherwise, of establishing the system of inspection and cross-report, states that

(3
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public IV orks Department,
10th January 1867. '

T

¢ ~

——r

not a single Officer of sufficient experience is available for deputation to Madras at_

present.

5. Notwithstanding these adverse opinions, the Governor Gencral in Council

. is still of opinion that much advantage would be gained by the system of reporting

* indicated, and that it is especially desirable,

in regard to the irrigation system of

- the Madras Presidency, ifa report could be had which would enable the Govern-

+ conduced to make Irrigation works there

* investigation, might often be the mai

- Anopportunity, however, now offers for deputine .
“others, qualified for such 3 duty, in puting an Offi

e g,

L.

w

_ above indicated, ‘

Vot

~indicated.

Western Provinces arg Punjab for
- cations from those Govepnr

ment of India to arrive at more definite conelusions ag to the causes which have

S0 remunerative in many cascs, .
6. The want of an Officer of suflicient experience to undertake the necessaryl

n obstacle to the carrying out of this object.
cer, perhaps, above allj

the return of Colonel R. Strachey, R. E, to

India, which is expected in Novembe

' OrpER.—Ordered that | .
) & co f H . .
Government of 3 dras, with & ré’y of the foregoing Resolution be forwarded to the -

Ordered . that eon; o - i

: also, that copies be forwarded to the Governments of the North-"

information with r¢ i
' )

vernments above read, B tlerenco to the‘ e

.

i

. Ordered also, that a ¢ e ' ;
request that Colo;xel Stracl By bo forsarded to the Military Department, with a

rachey’, i X
1€ services May be made available for the purpose -

'
1t

av b Teport be‘ made to ITep Majesty’s Goveinment, with a -
ay be given to Colonel Strachey as indicated, :

TR e s .

: Ordered further, that
: request that orders m
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10th January 1867..

- Pr&ce;’ding.; of the sladras Government, Public Works I)epa_rtme}ztn

From the Secretary of State for India, to the Government of India; dated 25th October 1866, -

No. 65.

1. Ihave reccived and considered in Council your Excellency’s Despatch, dated August 11th :
(No. 126+, 1866 on the subject of the deputation of an Officer to report on the Irrigation system
“of the Madras Presidency, and I have also been in communication with Colonel Strachey on .the‘

subject. -

2. Colonel Strachey has suggested that the investigation should not be confined to Ma‘d'ra%

- but that it would be useful to extend the enquiry to all the more important localities w‘here irri-:
gation is practised, with a view to submitting a general method for common adoption, which sho'uld .
exhibit financial results, and relative economy of wprking and management, and at the same time .

- be susceptible of application to local circumstances.

3. Iconcur with Colonel Strachey in the opinion that a ‘wider enquiry thfm that .suggestlidr
by your Excellency would be desirable, and have given that Officer the necessary instructions. le

" willleave England about the beg}nning of N ovgmber, and land at Bombay.

4. The different local Governments should be informed of the intention to emplf)y Colone.l
Strachey on this service, with a view to their giving him the facilities he may require, and it
should be understood that his enquiries imply no intention of apy iuterference with the loc:fl .

" administrative systems.

5. You will, of céurse, inform me of the limit you have placed to the duration of Colone.l '
Strachey's employment on this scrvice, and of the arrangements you have made with respect to his !

> pay and allowances while so employed.

—

N C o— . g
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. Resorutroy.—The Governor General in Council observes that it was the"
intention of the Government of India to depute Colonel Strachey to Madras alone,

a8 it was thought specially desirable to obtain a report on the Irrigation system of
o

* that Presidency in order to arrive at some deﬁn%te conclusion as to the causes
* which have conduced to- make Irrigation works there so remunerative in many

cases, and to ascertain whether the principles on which'the works in Madras have
) -

been constructed are generally applicable to other localities.

<

would

° Bombay. . C

; o gnm.-—Or;iered, that 'a copy of the papers above read be forwarded to

" that Presidency will do thO‘Gove'rnment of Infiia the favor to afford Colonel
. Strachcj-évery facility for examining and repo.rtmg upon all mattex:z:i connected
" with the Irrigation works, and system of managing them, in that Presi ency.
Ordered also, that a copy of the Despatch be forwar('led to th.e Goverx.zmenf;s
:of Madras, the North-Western Provinces, and the. Punjab, for -information, in
i continuation of Public Works Department Resolution Nos. 675—8 C, dated 7th

g August Iast. o

* .
]
a b L

PP ad v am LI

(Signed) C. H. DICKENS, Lieut.-Col., R. A.,
‘ e Secy. to the Govt. of India. =

-
A~ T -

”-

R T e NP P

R e s it

' the; Government of Bombay, with a request that the Governor in Council of

) ia is, however, of opinion, that it
“ stv's Secretary of State for India is, ver, P »
2. Herfbiagssg tse 1 the eri;uil‘y to all important localities where izjrigation is
> tis:;e u;eJ (;1 has directed Colonel Strachey. to procecd, in the first instance, to
+ prac ’ - -
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X Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Departments - \
' 10tk January 1867, : .
1 E . E |
No. 163. Orper THEREON, 10th January 1867, No. 78. - ‘
1. Resolved that the foren'omr’ f
CIVIL WORKS, No. 38. :
w » 0 Proceedings of the Government of Indla ;
be communicated to the Superintending - !
Engineers, with a request that they will afford Colonel Strachey all nececsary
assistance in carrying out the objects of his mission.
\‘ ‘- - 2. Resolved also that the papers above read be communicated to the Revenue
) Department, with a view to the issue of similar instructions to the Board of.
Revenue and the Collectors of Districts. o : S l
(True Extract. ) '
// 7 /_ !
Colonel, R. E., E
Secretary to Government. :
| |
.
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To the Superintending Engineers, S
,» Revenue Department. ‘ !
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