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s of the Madras Government, Revenue Departmmit, '

“, *

Droceeding

15th January 1867. . met :
S

o

kT R e IR ' | . . No. 377 L. Read the following :— .
RS e : Co R . Lo Tt \ No. 380. ] j
T S T CURT » e L Extract from the Proceedings of the General Famine Relief Committee held on
- T e IR L | N . " the 4th December 1866. . |
L e L e : DR V. “Tead letter from the Agent and Manager of the Shevagunga
- : . E b forwarding a complete report as to the present state of the Zeminda;‘y,
o T ST PR ing assistance towards the Famine Fund established there. '
- ST o o o IR \ ¢ Resolved that Mr. Fischer be thanked for his very valuable report, which
: T Lo : will be submitted for the information of Government, with advertence to Mr.
Fischer’s obscrvations in paragraphs 36 to 47. Resolved also thata grant-in-aid ’
of Rupees 3,000 be made to the Relief Fund which Mr. Fischer has established 4

3 9
in Shevagunga.

Zemindary,
and request- |

s Wil

“S—————

Submitted* for the information “of .
Government. :

(A true Copy and Extract.) ]
- (Signed) R. A. DALYELL,
ITonorary Secretarye

# In original (to be returned).
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ot

MapRAS,
11¢% December 1866- ‘ |
from G. F. FISCHER, Esq., Agentand Manager of Shevagunga

ST S e T e e P S : B T ~ Zemindary, dated Shevagunga, 9th November 1866, No. 39+4.
' : S ST ‘ 2 5 1. The Lessee of the Zemindary has sent me a letter from Mr. Dalyell, Hono-
ary to the Famine Relief Committee at Madras, dated 10th September
twelve qu_estions regarding the present scarcity. These questions have
for reply. In the course of my remarks I shall have occasion fo

. AP faa . ’ QCircular Orders which have been published in the ¢ Shevagunga
R LT « e P Lt RERIE . Zomindary Gazette” during the current year. I shall, therefore, send Mr, Dalyell
e S - e Dol ) : : T S oL : the Gaiettcs themselves, from NOS-. 1 to 46, t_o facilitate reference. I regret the

. L. T PR ' delay that has taken place in drawing up this Memorandum, but it was owing to
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proceed to reply to &}
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- whatever crop theryot raises, he divides with the landlord ; the r
3

P

" hereafter.

- rum share, while the Melwarum is sold either to him ortoa
village, or, failing this, to any outsider willine
=)

TN w L, el

- misappropriated.

I 1s 54 Madras Measures, it is easy to convert ¢},

. or by larger exports than usual.

PN

; tion. The Zemindary is

-
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenu:lh)-e})’a‘i*tment
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3. Shevagunga is a Waraputh Zemindar i ae
e / Yy, that is, the rents are paid chiefl

. in kind ; money rents are also paid, but they are limited, the propfrtion b:izn?: (’
=}

about three-fourths of the former to about one-fourth of thelatter. Asa general rule
?

called the Kudiwarum, and the landlord’s the
divided equally when the grain cultivated is
grains, two-thirds of the crop is Kudiwarum
There are many exceptions to this rule, ,

‘paddy; but in the instance of-dry

4. Wh is divi
When a crop is divided, the ryot at once takes possession of his Kudiw,.

ny other ryot of the

: . . to purchase the same. But under
all circumstances, and as a standing rule, it is sold at the current rates of the day

ruling in that particular locality, what .
T e W e e
ixiv;xgectzziszso;‘ Ezt?;i m?st favorable }‘at.es obtainable on the spot, than to holg it
e e e tﬁmces, exposed as it invariably is, not only to all the changes
ather, but to the; almost certain risk of its being stolenoor

1
5. And it is ' .

grain on hand for sal.)lchll]Z 1f}lllel‘.e genera..lly 1s 60 large a quantity of Melwarum
sccuracy. Tho averac’r b e mfonfmtmn. here called for has been supplied with
wholosalo rates at Wﬁichl,) ﬂ;:es mentioned in the above tabular statement are the
been sold. Ryots sometimesil'contmc'“)r,s. Mclwarum grain (rice excepted) has
Chetties and other bazaarmen 'lllspo.se of their :?urplus Kudiwarum share to the local
retain what they raise, partl “f 0 tnfurn, retail the same; but, as a general rule, they
own consumption, T’h Z diﬁy or seed for the succeeding crop, but chicfly for their
and the fetail bormar rats Oftzll";nsz;)ei\:fieex; ;110 WI;{)’ICS&IO prices of the Melwarum
lum, in favor of the former. 1 have,frivcn t}fom '}1}:% 1.to Rupee !‘8'0 per Kul-
e e s o o £
?

other. a Gare . . e one description of measure into the
’ © or 3,200 Measures being 994rths, or very ncarly 60 Kullums.

Q. 1L.— '
Q Whether the scarcity hasbeen causcd by a deficiency of production,

4. IL—6. T " N
he present scarcity has been caused by a deficiency of produc-

1,460 square-miles in extent. It consists of 2,070 villages

: Z::h‘:;?: 1;1“;:’::;;:38ISf{%SSintlally a'ric&gtowing estate, seldom or never depend-
or heary forests init whi(:}‘l ocal consumptm.n., But as thero are no large hills
" almost entirely upon,the eriw;imd attract rain, it depends for its supply of water -
Vigavis it calo & > P "0 cal monsoons, not to mention smaller rivers ; the
gay 1sits only “ foreign” source of supply. This river in its south-easterly

course to the sea feeds about sixty largo tanks in four of the southern talooks of the

. gem1§;i:ry, but it affords at best a very uncertain supply. It is only when there !
ave been very heavy falls of rain on the mountains on the south-east of the Dindi- -

. 3 B e

yot’s share being
Melwarum. The crop is generally -

While. a third only is the Melwarum,
some of which it will be necessary to notice -

poNE

[ .
Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

15th January 1867.

7. If what is now commonly known as the Periar project, which I understand
has been before Government since 1802, were sanctioned and carried out, there
would, it is estimated, be a prospective increase in the revenue of the Madura Dis-
trict to the extent of three lacs of Rupees. The Zemindaries of Ramnad and Sheva-
gunga would also be greatly benefited by the Vigay receiving the drainage of the
lands cultivated by the Periar waters, and by any surplus water which there may be
after feeding the tanks in the Government Talooks. It is the duty of Government
to prevent scarcity and famine as far as human power can do so, and this can best
be done by storing all the water available, instead of allowing so large a per-centage
of it throughout the country to run waste into the sea.

8. Besides the Vigay, there are three smaller rivers or streams in the Zemin-
dary, but the area dependent upon them for wet cultivation is very limited. These,
too, like the Vigay, are full generally during the monsoons, and then only for a few
days at a time. It seldom happens that the tanks fed by the rivers which flow
through the Zemindary are full, when those dependent upon local rains are dry.
Both rain-fed and river-fed tanks, therefore, are generally full about the same time,
consequently there is either general prosperity throughout the Zemindary, or

general scarcity. ,

9. About four-fifths of the cultivation depends almost entirely upon the north-
east monsoon, and about one-fifth on the south-west. The first is distinguished as
the Kalum, and the second as the Koduy crop. The loss is, therefore, greater or
less according as it is the north-east or south-west monsoon which has failed.
Where both monsoons fail, there is generally speaking a very extensive failure, if
not a total loss of crop, A total failure of crop is prevented by means of the well
cultivation, which is so extensively had recourse to in all seasons of drought, and
which, under the present administration, is liberally encouraged.

10. The present scarcity is owing to an extensive failure of both the past
monsoons, or in other words, of both the past Kalum and Koday crops. The Kalum
crop consists almost entirely of paddy, which is our chief article of consumption.
The Koday consists chiefly of dry grains, which is generally the food of the poorer
classes. A really good Kalum and Koday crop is estimated to yield about 14,00,000
kullums of grain of all kinds, in all the villages throughout the Zemindary. When
the yield falls much below this estimate, it will be seen presently that, unaided by
importations, there is far from being sufficient food for the 395,600 inhabitants
which, according to the census of Fusly 1271, was estimated to be the population of
the Zemindary. The consequence is that while thousands of the able-bodied, for
whom it is impossible always to find sufficient remunerative labor, are cofniiélléd to
emigrate, chiefly to Ceylon, in quest of labor and food, the larger number of those
who remain are exposed to extreme privation and suffering, such as is being witness-

ed during the present scarcity.

11; A scarcity in the Shevagunga Zemindary can only be occasioned (1) by
a deficiency of production, or (2) by larger exports than usual ; and the drain upon
its resources can only be obviated (1) by large importations of grain, or (2) by’
extensive emigration. | / ~ ‘

12. That the present scarcity bas been caused chiefly by a deficiency of
production, will be abundantly apparent by the subjoined table, exhibiting as it does

3

"

‘gul valley, where it rises, that the Vigay is full. Itis generally speaking a dry river
throughout the greater part of the year. - : N
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the gradual decrease of production of both wet and dry grains, during the past three
Y =)

- Fuslies, the period embraced in the present lease of the Zemindary :

PR

o

it et

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
15th January 1867,

oy

7 ‘
of the Zemindary, and as such they have little or no occasion to dispose of the

crops they raise. The utmost which it" is estimated they sell is one-fourth of their
total out-turn, that is, about 37,500 kullums of paddy, and about 16,670 kullums of

Wer Grax
: ) D . . .
RY Grary. dry grains. The rest they retain for their own consumption.

) Fuslies. |Quantity of land\The yield or out- Quantity of land . P . ‘
- 8 cug:(;vated with | turn, A Kullum I.{”l'fle of } cultivated with Rate of 17. The Devastanums and Chuttrums have 460 villages. About three-fourths
! ggingy 1? agpg gii%\i‘t?adras yxzhe};’?r ](if;yrkff;? mﬁ'ehf}, The yield. | yield per of their produce is expended exclusively upon these institutions, while only about
] ' - | 1 acre. - Kurkym. one-fourth, viz., 28,125 kullums of paddy,and 12,500 kullums of dry grains, is
! Cheivs T Kall Kull : disposed of at the current rates of the day.

- ums, ullumsg, Kull X .

1273 66,000 umws, Kullums. . . . .

? 1274 50,000 12,28888 %g ggg”g 3,50,000 - Iu,m;ms 18. 'The total quantity of surplus grain, therefore, that has been available for
t 1275 42,000 4,50,000 10% 45:080 Z’gg’ggg . 'ix sale during the past Fusly, which terminated in June last, was as follows :—

N VY, . 3

the past Fusly, the question wil .
‘\ 10 p 1. Thi’prodgée of the Zlelmrilj(;::-ani}; fllfggestdlts?l-f : Why t.hen this scarcity ?- Contractor’s Melwarum according to paragraph 15 ... 93,750 | 21,775
! y isposed of in three different ways, there Durmasacum surplus do. do. 16 ... eee 37,500 16’(.)7()
Devastanum aud Chuttrums do. do. 17 . .- 28,125 12,500

13. But since according to the above stateﬁnent, there Ha; been an actuai
out-turn of 4,50,000 kullums of paddy, and 2,00,000 kullums of dry grains during
0

are, in fact, three different proprietors who enj

Rt joy the Melwarum, or have the rig

disposing of the same, and we shall call each disposition (1) jm (2-)215;3721:;1“ of

and (8) Devastanum and Cluttrum, according to the purpose to whicl) it is appliedmttgz
)

proportions being 1} of the first, 1 of th 3 . )
<ubjoined table :— » L of the second, and § of the third, as shewn in the

PROPORT1LIATE DI"ISION INTO SHARES

Total out-turn.

Devastanum and

Ain, 1} share.
Chuttrum, § share.

Durmasanum 1 share.

Grain available for sale. Wet. Dry.

Kullums. Kullums.

Total ...| 1,59,375 | 56,945

making a grand total of 2,16,320 kullums. . ) '
19. Now of the population of 395,600 in the Zemindary, it is estimated that

about 3ths or 148,350 are actual cultivators, as distinguished from employés,
laborers, and others, who have each a Kudiwarum right, and as such have their
respective Kudiwarum shares of grain for their own consumption, while about 3ths

Paddy. |Dry Grai Padd ' or 247,250 form the non-cultivating or non-productive class.
addy. ry Grains. y. |Drygrains.| Paddy Dryv'erai ) ]

—— . ygrains| Padd .
E ull ul ST P eni 20. The cultivating class in the Zemindary, asin every other country, inust,
B 2{50‘16‘650 QKOOII:II(I)IS ]I_{g];lgl(;?) Iéglls%nas Kullums ' Kullams | Xullums | Kullums as a rule, raise not only sufficient food for themsclves, bat also for the non-produc-
; S L e ’ 1,50,000 i 66,670 | 1,12,500 50,000 tive class. This is especially necessary in a Zemindary which is generally

PSSR T

N

15. Of the 2,070 villages and hamlets of which the Zemindary is composed

881 are Ain. These generally dividethe crop with the contractor IPOS:1 ’

instance of paddy they give him one-half of their out-turn, and in the insta;lce Ilfd T‘e

grains, one-third. In Fusly 1275 it was about 93,750 kullums of the formez? ag
’

about 27,775 kullums of the latter. These receipts by the landlord constitute his

Melwarum, and it is.this Melwarum which, under the present lease, the cont

tor of the Zemindary has at his disposal for sale. It is the Melwarum’ share of “;c‘
the Ain villages which, with certain favorable rents paid by the Durmasa s,
Devastanums, a nd Chuttrums, forms the aggregate income upon which his Ifumls’
profits depen d. The former fluctuates with the seasons, the latter is fixed )015: i

season of scarcity, therefore, the greatest sufferer is the Zemindar, or under the
present arrangements, the Contractor. ’

16. Of the remaining villages, 729 are Durmasanum, Jeevithum, Inam, &c
These are held chiefly by Brahmins on very favorable terms. There, are a;:)oué
7,000 shareholders, who pay an annual money rent of about 40,060 Rs., or about 63
Rupees per share. Paying the least rent, they are generally the Wealti)iest tenant:

unaided by importations. Wherever the local supply is not equal to the demand,
and there are no importations to counterbalance the local deficiency of production,
the inevitable results are and must be, either a partial scarcity, or a general famiue

in a greater or lesser degree.

91. The following data then being given, viz.,(1) the actual out-turn of produce
during the pasthtliree Fuslics, and (2) the population, (which for the sake of account we
ghall fix nearly at the figure which it was at the census taken in Fusly 1271,) and (3)
fixing the quantity of grain consumable by each individual at 2§ kullums per year,
or about 3ths of a measure of cleaned grain per day, as i¢ really is on an averdge, the
subjoined tables will, I trust, serve to give the Faminc Relief Committee at Madras
an approzz'maz’c idea (1) as tho“ whethier the agricultural clqss had raiscd sufficient
food for themselves, and if so, had left a surplus; (2) whether sufficient food had
been raised for the non-productive class also, and if not, what was the deficiency ;
and (3) dividing the total out-turn cqually amongst the whole population, whether
each man bad sufficient food for consumption during Fuslies 1273, 1274, and 1275.

B
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" 22. Inthese calculations I have omitted all fractions, and have given round
numbers. Ido not pretend to say that these figures are perfectly correct in every
particular; still, the population, the actual quantity of food raised as nearly as it can

bo correctly ascertained, (not taking into account of course all the pilferings of grain

which take place tbroughout the Zemindary, and which it is scarcely possible
effectually to prevent in a Warapuﬁ Zemindary, before and after division of crop),
and the actual requirements of cach individual being pretty correctly given, the
other figures are fair and reasonable deductions drawn from these facts, and will

serve, as I have already observed, to give us an approzimate idea of the cause of our
present scarcity.

23. The foregoing” tables require no comment, they speak for themselves ; but
to shew that the figures in Columns 2, 3,4, and 5 in Statements 1 ‘and 2, and in
Column 8 of Statement 3, are not fictitious, I append thé subjoined table, the figures -
which correspond in the four tables being marked with a cross to facilitate refercnce.

i
H




T T s et caar

arlme’lt’ \ \
te Dep
t, Reven:
ent,
ernm
dras Gov 'y 1867. e, on
f the Ma 15th January usual have, d
. 0 han us han ’
(1L 1 o th Dy
Pr”ceedl,o exportatlons on the othe deoree
’ & hether larger nd whether, ded in any f--)ted
- . wh LY. a ten nnee
to consider sent scarclti)’or together ; tinliltel-v co tation,
We have next d to the pre‘ T scparate y- s are so 1n tion . impol . Qe
e ibute s eithe t10 tation, 1dom
. v 'O ques r e .
Department, 24 hand, 00“tr1.(,mtion have These two q bject of exP"Zelnindary 8 s sl
- ue Le one d cmig istress. e su the v ero
Rcf}g’ th . s an td]b iy . Iel‘ t that crally g as an
—————— : ”e"l, —— . rtation ,alcﬂ ONSI( rVOd It oen | e Wi
rerny — por ey 11 e - obse . ) 273 the he
- s Go . 1m .. he § t I sha eady ion. N 12 th
of the ‘Ma(lr(:] tuary 1867. T to mitigate tther, that I I have ahe]ﬂ c)al C"“Sumpttl at in Fusly of 1’“ddybt0 the
: I h o - lo ! ions
dings 15th Ja - e1s ith each ther. id for -c scen tation de by
Procee o ““MM:MO : with n toge jon ai e have im})O‘ ‘ere ma ter
) — o S n P '(rratlo f()l’(’]g nd w ] roee . we orea
S8 o €mig n re, a Iy la o Tanior e, the a
) 7 e sl 8 203 and ds upo to spare, eeently rom Tanj sold, iture at
\ - 21ls 5 < | of 3 - |3 depen itself and 8. R icfly fror f it was nditur
\—\:8\' b S > . < —- never . itse kullun chie y ity o . expe ols
5 S x > S ol ; for 000 1 nms, anti Y dal]y talook
El 8 8 RI18 8 ol 3 cient grain 3,61 kullu 'ge que for rn
e Sl 28 88 w e cient g of 3,61, 50,000 h alarg tored orthe not
S22, S =1 5 ® o o N surplus ‘about 50, hough be s fihe n . have
EEDS R Zw» S il Bl tual s ofaly ics, but th > ed to in two o refore,
[ - i £ Q ” T = 2 5-"3. S ;, & ac . d extent } ett]CS, b ‘as intend lutain in t ions, there
= B o te r Ch g a 1 ations,
8 E 'g %o _\\\O‘ g 8 8 3] ; «@ Al B estima N tukota) thll‘ds’ W ‘h ttit"S mai . np{)l'tdftl'o h
2 5a —‘\ 2 13 93 > < me Na two- 2 Chettic These 11 . o
&= g ~ @ | B o =Y & g —_ a(h"i-, . 1 say t ich those . T'he . . thouc
S o LA = &~ 3 [=x] ~. :’,; b= le I . llG]l . avy. " 'lt e s, ul,
= o 5 gQ_ g_é’ @ — __5 g :g :F: - ——— o 29' gﬁ: )ortiun, I sl ttl'unls’ wl d I{ullddth; );cral scarc ) t]ets Ofgla re Pal"tly
» _5 ;.3 §g‘5 ] ED s ~ E —— . S w e ‘c;. = 1 various Chu Shakav an won the ge the usual ou d these we Yemmi-
=3 5855 , 5 s o =R ; ¢ s dar - ror s, an
. = FEELY 25 Y g 8 e 3 - the mindary, £ ression uj here were ears, an ly from he
s |SEES i Ll ] ER|gls =¥ = of the Ze sible imp tations, th e e partly Vigay, t
= | < ] N = | 1 'L i istan ’ g
é < g't:g_, - g“":',l g :g. g c:i (-] — g § nmdc any SCI ,U.d tO expol <tent as lnlpe nliles dlstt:]' ba]]ks Ofthet cl:;ieﬂ)? to
- T& R 8 &3 . (=) . . e(r‘ e‘ . roly L e R
] — ° = = ~ T (¢] ¢ 1 u “
"3 S ez eAn E e G — 3|8 S S| 25.  With reg the sam hich is tw e 01 0ppos nindary, b ce of rich
@ S ESEsE g M [~ o Slar S or | & e s to a, w ‘ns are ad Zen residen d
& SpEEg T E R g 8 glg of mean Madura, ich tow: Ramna the res in cxporte
= :E & §Q g £a4 ) s g § gg.. j" =% ;;- ::' o e not b}’ a'ny vanom to 1 bOth ‘vhlc tter in the A dul'il, alld f grain cl P
) £ S I S, 4+~ iroona dv ] a ity o 20
I & @, w il Kd — . Th 00} gudy, Le la ict of anti Y ns.
5 ey 1 & 7 1 o5 e T—————— a | Tom ) rmagudsy nd t istrie 1 qua rtatio
- \'s\ £ 2 & o P o iro Pe at 1s at the Lmpor .
g "555{3 =) 5 o ~ o é— § 3 — o aswarum to S'le\'agunga,t wn in the ]jto say whdt. 1 to the 1np ) ry ]al'gob )
= 5) o T S o ey . & N [ . . n . thc i s ino 0O are ortio -1 nvery 1
=, = g & .— Py =4 8 - ~ =2 - L v er in rla'hlna repa R rop CC) 0 e who
£ - E _‘—-, ~ g; » vy = e ‘. - “ " forln a flou 1 not P l lld ] upp]y . fthOS
= &5 AR S & [~ , : ’ kota, . I an ne-th dura s ber o inopoly,
% - g = S | og S Flw no rupook s, . be o Ma. num ichinop
5 288y . S ] A Y E NS Alul hettic it to and } at the Trichi
g ¢g g 5 £ 2 o of | — o ~ Sy . w2 Ch leve i . l]y tha d Tr out
31 R © v oot g~ S o ow =} = &« +~ ~H = [0} v ! T kofﬂ.’y behe‘ "".‘l”C‘C . ated . an . fab .
y ~ | =__ E,S Lo :O £ = — 5: o3 e e —— Latu e - b t I f 11- . Stln] AR nJOre) 1Ny o
o N L= =..Q s = 8c = V] “_\O\.— L ta‘ . U oy l had Q u . .ts (6] It 18 e rl(). 33 8avl D ‘-IIO
= N5 & E31 &3 = s 5] T ~ S — < of “1 o3 H T W as, '*tl‘l(' . 1()1], mtsa Se v
oo MEgs t g 2273 _u\,\ o |5 S Slg P s cailly 0 Dis tions. to Cey . rese ion tho
2 ESSE 2225 —— = 8 |3 T = £~ D r two nta indary This rep ntiol se
RS Sefs @S i 25 ] ‘ = The 2 pla inda Thi me d tho
=] 2= s B A g o 12 s & x G Joffee | Zem 5.000. . t to an
= < g of = S ~ { &8 20. Le Co oa 0 ts, no um, r
= = L8 2 o = 92 S - : . ’? T th . O‘lu]b ut la) . an b, ttan } 7ea 3
Els -T“T-g,;‘ ~ 3 X ~ e le s RS bor fo Shevag abo migr t Vu ing each ye
5 5548 25§ R (8 e ith la he was ¢ cmig ns a 'ing
A %8, 8 50 8 . : = 3 > D vith rom t ths, f thes 1t pa e dur o d from
oy meBEE & ol I *TT* s lg rs = |2 A d fro mon e.o he sa have and iro
& ES B EvoE , - el 3 . P I Sl s - ierrate twelve . lac to th 1l we r to N.
] - P 2 3 W tlnp . ‘ay . {OV1l, -.Wa} S
= SEESE g3 \\‘&?‘T 218 =g - enng ast in, bu heir w liarko heir ‘runk Ro.
] i gaq 8 gl 2. ol & 8 . ¥ e = ' ing the p f grain, n the d Ka ers on i Trun
=5 g El 8 g la o T 15 5 during 1sof g indary o iyoor and ] thers iz., the Somo
SR - - = ] H - | [y R, ’ i N — kulluu ninda I tivoo ]d 0 Vlz°’ ry.
il - < 9 E‘,-_,' ) = = e f g C [ ] 2. a2 - [Ty 7 500 lie Zer goshit1y ims ar indar ’ ianaca Y ‘a- .
. \ 2 - e S = - ] by S al o3 s 3', o‘h t ,rheruo -]n‘rm min Kalld =] . n-)pal
] ] s N Y Lq BRI _»~“\;‘~_ < [ -~ @ - thx‘ullc rlt OO I)l o the ze hy . 13 CO .
B.") [ {’ '(1 — Q'ﬂ &‘t “‘/ o= T é_ g o = ~ 3 [} © .a\’(}l (r()da's ¢ 50,0 u”‘h latter \ Ortlon' CY]dl-
g | Sl FA iS¢ z Y “*‘: gl S B B < f1 ist the pag ds of s thro 3 nd the he prop ther nier
£l I ‘S5 o S S 5 oF |~ ho vist wards of route duara, a but th and o le
21 S 1oesg S 18 ¥l who imated, up ain ama ms, ‘ees, le people,
= . .= 239, . -t g O =3 oF ~ | 22 i timate ’ two m Yana huttru GOSa) ctab ep
“ g2 g5 E_ii 2w = S @ «@ , = 2 » i it is s 1 by r b.Y t our C ragees, f respe try on a
i 22, & 8 g g8 2 1l & Sl 0 s 1 varumn, forme fed a B_)’l ag nds o country
R I~ e = &3 8= 58z = . . —T— g ] @ i > maswy thc . ‘ue, 1 the thOuSa f the N deed
e R SRR L EQESD S M 2z s R ~ Ra d 13, it is i crally ut rts o rgely in
- = M 53 5 SE.E & . T b= gg— ;— g‘i © ‘ n N()s. 15 a-n IS are, 1t are gen ] nOl'th’ b from all pa very Img‘— Y
e d§8<z; - El g |2 8 8 |~ ;| hese pilgri L. They from the id, come fr ontributes
. ¢_: @ < = s o, o o) - . : ; . L4 thos > small, sooars a1d, a1 CO
R i <! Sg s £z g [ ;S & TS [ e ER O.f cly very :. ssional be ggleemosynaryd Shevagung income of the :
o 3 & 2a 1) 5 [ . > =) = tiv B rofes L e an - he in . ]]y .
- T = p ving m, ich t :h o1 .
— = £2= E E-\E'c & 2 b & nts or recel varu hic hic
= . ¢ - asy ] on w Of W .
« EBE 2= s S = a L~ ca above d Ram 'y, up nths Fub]y
i~ SEE g5 "% ¥ g re ¢ . indary, 1X Mo
.o “g&a B A g ‘suread g who a e to sacr . he Zemind 1273 (sixm 274 ten lacs,
o o . 5 H ug G R 'I(‘l‘i‘inlag A . Of t 1 Fus]y 1 1,,, T
.2 - Ol'idmosea A A, ‘saipag [J[) pq Jo P! 01 ir supp()rt' Ain pOrtlonll ws:—1In If lacs, Flls 7 ]-ef
] 0 mondy . y pug q10 thei ] follows: ha ine Relief.
= ‘oread § Pl £L1p pu 94 to 1z of the asto da - me
= . H A E oq }o — e, Berlz (0] d was 'CIl an ] Fa,m . i
“ Eegd 5 P4 1) o @ The ends, . sev - to -the tion,
= ‘ 5 2 g . dej . 10n) r to due
2 L S § =8 chiefly inistration) C fently clear t of pro
g EESE £ 2¢ < 2 %3 Lessec his adm ; ufficien deficiency
° g 35 Big 8 =32 & @ 5 ) der de s inly toa ,
b} o @ = = @z B we @ un 1 ma ]
13 5 EQZ M a - 3 e s 7§ were -en lacs ! st been'_ is due main y
k = . = T £ 3 SE”QE 1275 sev hus, I trust, carcity is di
£ 2 £ 5 Sk lLE RS It has -th resent s |
: 5 E et EgA g sd &g Lat our p
£ B a (g ] N "g B s - .o w—,o j -ttcc t -
2 "8 @ S=eH o ) &3 ;235 Commi
& G eisle z<-§°°'§fg *’-E"’,E"é i
I = ndga 3B ibtfﬁ
ff9da ~ = - =z -
~ £ N‘w"a:. ; & d? S 3 3
- a - N -n .;.; “—' -
K. 2 - vl‘b:: - 3 d \——ug—'
~ 3 % = o 3 © 13040 P
& S833 summaod | ‘
© an(g sSu 4
= 4713441
Re ‘smuu )
.n!V
31 qd?-’s - . ‘ _‘x
%03 ‘paojpuery 1
Jurpao )
.‘B;nd 01

Shbretyany,



Proceedings of the M adras Government, Revenue Depariment, £
15th January- 1867,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departme\nt,
- il 15tk January 1867.

Q- IIL—Whetler it has been general, or restricted to particular localitics, with

[
§
;
¢ ’ ar-
heen restricted to any p
. : s not appear to have ¢
Ao IIT—27, The searcity, it will no doulyt be inferred from the preceding . ' ‘g A. V.—32. The :carmfgzldoii shouldpl‘;)e, or why a scarcity should Zﬂ'ecif;:’.
remarks, is general, and is not restricted to any particular locality, The reasons for ticular caste. . I dono hsee L’Z;ry caste feels the scarcity more or l.eSS; lleofl')each
this general scarcity have also beon fully stated. Dug although the scarcity is caste more thar} any of -el; in degree according to the means at the dlspo;alabor o
general, it has not been ) keonly Jelt in three of the northern talooks of the Zemin- tion an.d Fuﬁeirlng va.rym(;,. : toothe means available to each for profitab 13 trkotay
dary, because of the timely relief so extensively and so liberally afforded by the for resisting it, T01‘ accor I?i?)n men of substance and means, suchJ as the am *
Natukotay' Chettics, thousands of whom either reside or have extensive landed employment. Not to men shareholders and Inamdars, “Who.are the W?eel o
};x"gﬁcrty or L~cuniary dealings, especially in two of the above-mentioned three Chetties, the Durmasanum ity the lcast, the caltivating ryots L
looks, S, - d Kund; ] avy : amongst the landowners, feel the scarcity ? ductive. classes, those who
wocks, 5y and Kundat e - ‘degree, while the non-agricultural or non-productive. eror]
: a greater degree, al labor alone, feel it most bitterly. _
live from hand to mouth, and by manu at that the pZ)br have been driven to
a a 3
scarcity of food has been so gre - hich grows 1n
. I33. gffst(l:xe ! ;; tain tree, the bulbs of the lotus, tl.le potato:ovjl coaste lands,
catt lzroit ks, the sceds or ¢ rice” of the rank grass \\thlch gro;v the vountry fiz
3 of & o . L P =
the'bef Od n ar:t-hills unripe wild fruit of all kinds, P{il‘tlcuidl y l;'arujt the last
o toun l:d wild g;'eens of every kind, and the unripe palmyra ' g
green tamarind, |

o TS —p—

-~ - lan e s s e —— o
T o commtn. | 27 (¥ YT e, b

8. I.ssessed of immenseo wealth, the principal N atukotay Chetticsare gl ways !
engaged either in building new Pagodas and Chuttrums, or in repairing cxisting
.ones, in taking up waste lands for cultivation, in digging wells for drinking water,
and in constructing large tanks for cultivation, All these works give constant
employment to thousands, who would perhaps otherwiso bo compelled to emigrate.

- 2. But their liberality and pullic spirit does not stop here, I
ing men amongst them maintains a Chuttrum of his own, w
the Practice to feed only the more respectable desérip%ion of wayfarers, but during
wr— thig present scarcity, these men have not hositatcd, at my request, to cxtend their
bounty, and regardless of cxpense, to feed very often as many as a thousand
applicants a day, irrespective of casto orereed. The number of . Chuttrumsg which
these Chettics maintain js about twenty.  After baving established four Poor .
Iouscs in four of the chief towns of the Zemindary, where I found it was ubsolutcly
necessary to gi\tc tinmediate reljof, but where unﬂ)rﬁurlately there are no wealth_yj.'-_
men to do so, I very recoutly spenta fortnight atShakay and Kuudathavy amongs
© tha Naigkgyay,.CiiettieS, and “personally ‘witnessed, and therefore ey ;
to their munificent charitics, ' -

ach of the lead-

here it has hitherto been most extensively.

' Y f crime ?
VI.—Whetler the scarcity has caused an unusual amoupt 0 o 'c'ausej
. VI“ 34. I believe I am correct when I say that the scarc.fn'ii'l has e
4. V1—31. i heep-stealing. lere
; hefts, chicfly sheep-s g r
an increase of crime. I mean petty. thefts, - yt own of Shevagunga, in conso-
feeling of iusecurity everywhere, partxcu;arly md ;e be. in somo instan ces, by house
]
\ d as they used to be, :
quence of these. p%tty thefte, pl‘e?edeocted d{m'nrr a time of scarcity, but I do not
burning ! Thisis only to be exp g t nor have there been many
think the increase of crime has been wnusually grea 5 ] Mo Robinonts porfeet
e crimes committed ; this is duesalmost entirely to Mr. e ant that
g;zicn; of Police. His system, I repeat, is perfect, and there can -

- e public
: rime will be and ecan only be reduced to a minimum, when tllie §tate iziggz I;nuch
o c ; % oaniz
. . . . . . X ssheg of his net-work org ;
Q. IV.—At what period the distress first anifested itself, and among what exchequer will enable him to mgke the mesh T i .
he popul tion ? - ‘ : ) 1aller. . '. SN, . roves
class of the p pula \\ sm 35. The fact of shéep-stealing being one of the chief cnmes:f:‘ommlttc;d, pu}‘i;h ;
14 '1k. that needy, starving men are only too ready to avail themse\yts o1 th
nnk, ’

NP
N
ks -

0
’

. . st profacied.
apparently afforded means for locg] consumption till about the end of May. The . 1 tunity to possess themselves of property which, being the least Pl:;’fi;ci‘;*{

. Yy . . . uni X . visk e e
distress first begun to be felt in J une, and it has continued ever sinee 1n consequence . ;’;’Ef’;efo,g' the most subject to temptation, .re.gardless of the;) risk mc:sl::‘ret ionywitli )

- of the all but total failure of the koday culuvzmon, which, as g supplementary crop, . | . unlawful possession. I have, however, no statistics whereon to basemy a -

o i ime, y information is derived from hearsay
| regard to the actual increase of crlm? M tion Id‘ d m hears:
reports during my tours into the Zemindary. The criminal returns of the Ma, ise

i m .

t ”anc; Police of the District will, no doubt, have supplied Government with
racy .

. ” i durin
ccurate information, respecting the increase of both petty and grave crimes 8
a , -~

s of remune- ‘

3l. The distress in the Zemindary is most keenly felt, as it is everywhere i
else, by the poorest classes, such as the Shanars, Pullers, Vaulliers, Pariahs, and
generally by all who have eithor no lands of their OWn, or no mean

rative employment, the greater proportion being of course women and childern, In.

a tour I made into two of the tilooks of the Ze

mindary, Sholapuram and Tripatore,
in the month of J aly last, it was mogt painful

to witness the extremo poverty and

the present scarcity,

- Q. VIL.—Whether tlie public health ‘has been affected by if, a3 shewn by.a
' a;'ison ;>f the number of deaths from different diseases during the last six
om ¢ : : ‘
i(;onfhs as compared with the corresponding period of last year §

utter destitution of most of the poorer classes. It was their heart-rending cries for '} A. VIL.—36. The public health has been seriously affected by th.e present
help and succour, which induced me immediately after to establish the four Poor :’ scarcit:); or rather by the recent drought. Besides cholera, no ot}}er fhsease has
Houses, which now gi.ve daily relief to upwards of 1,500 of the most miserable and ¢ prov ailc:i to an unusual extent. There has been some small-pos, b}u 1’t did not rage
wretched of the inhabitants of the Zemindary, i, D

t
Es
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eneral .
only when the new grain came ?n anadlyl S.uppo?cd, prevailed during the cold weather
’ ciefly in places where the Iaws of sanitation

were disregarded It
- 1t 1s foun .
the hottest weather d, however, in the Zemindary, that cholera srevailed i
‘alle n
¥ where there was the greatest amoun}: of (liat;'c:s

t ) erh .
utes for food, seems to have begy f} al?s, I should add, eating unwholesome sulysti-
* the chief causes of the cholera, It is said that m;r
arunoe . . * (3]
tims to this d; ¢mory of the P 0133: ‘Z?mmd.a ry, during the past twelve months
8 to this discase v est inhabitant,” housands have fallen \'ic,

vhich, g f;
a vi b ar as m : .
virulent type. T Prevalence ¥ anformation extends, has invariably been of

food f cliol : .
0d, greatly enl series of tll:)eer a, Clombmed with the distress for want of
» Teceived from th pgop e. Iregret that the incomplete state
¢ Lurnums of t]q Zemindary, preclude my

atement com .
. . . arineo N .
corresponding period of last g‘ear § the death during the Past six months with the

» and genera]]

37. - Therecan} -
v .. € no doubt ¢},
epidemic if the laws of san: atasmaller p
. sanitation wens 5 rer 2UMber would be gy
I published 4 feyy simplo rul 10n “9rf3 Implicitly obeyed and?,e 3\\ epr away by any
€S regarding t},4 treatment aild pre:e etl“ ) us;xtx;lpressmnci
y _ ) ; ntion of the sprea
» Vide copy of my Jogiep to them of cholera i the Zemindary Gazette
© and sent copies of them to the six Sub,

" Magistrates § :
o . SeMales 1 and aroup Zomin-
mparatwely very littlo good can bo d the Zemin

C. 0. No. 188

d?ry; but.I apprehend that c
Oi preserving the publie health, un]esq the peopl
ple

measures ; unless t}
H ley were ¢ )

Towns Improy ompelled to do go by a lerislati
provement Act were introduce - enactment; unless the

at ﬁr:s b, and ultimately cxtended to gj} t(llx tuto the larger towns of the Zemindary
. appointed throughout the country ; and 1 e villages ; unless officers of licalth wero
2

; . . unlesy :
Police took a more active interest jp such lrani: the Maglstracy of all grades and tho
ers, -

‘ donein the matier
Paid more attention to sanatory

e

"88. Cattle and shee sl
al o
from the want, of propep sﬁ'_f}lﬂ"ifvﬂ'?i?:&dingly from the drought ; both suffered

thousands from the dj > 1({)1' sufficient fodder and water, and cattle died by
~according ,tQ.I_?f:dl { a;:i;::ei ‘YZOWn a? the “ foot and mouth disease.”” This malady,
-=BUCed with the format’ioi afavsp'e ?ﬁc fever, contagious, generally epizootic, and
“ of the mouth. and ; vesicles or blisters on the tongue, inside the lips, roof

outh, and in the clefts of the hoofs,” The mortality amongst the cat,tle is

bei ) .
eing severely felt by the ryots during the present cultivatine scason. The food of

cattl i YR .
e, during the drought, was chiefly the unripe fruit, thoatender leaves, and the

soft pithy substance found in the trunk of the palmyra tree. When the Collector of

thé district applied to me in J uly last for a supply of palmyra nuts, I was in hopes

of being able to send him at least siz
lacs® of the same, but in consequence of
 Seomy 1 their having, in the meantime, formed
‘ be: tlngsétter to the Collector of 8th Octo- the food of both man-and beast, I shall

not be able to send him even 10,000%

nuts ! -

* C. 0. No. 142.

_ 8. The.cactus is scarcely met with in this Zemindary, At Salem, where it
1s a perfect nuisance, the prisoners were very often employed to remove it, as it was

— e
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
15¢th January 1867,

supposed to engender cholera, and this they used to do by ﬁrst' burning off the
thorns. 'Tiifs process was, however, always a very slow one, and it was found that

~ thework of destruction proceeded more rapidly when the prickly -pear was first cub
down with swords, then pitch-forked into hampers made of gunnies, and at onc;
removed and buried, the feet of the prisoners employed in this w?rk being protecte
by thick leather slippers. The thorns with which each plant bristles; the fact that
a singlo thorn cntering the flesh by accident invariably leads to a large tr.oublcsome
boil or abscess; the fact that the prickly-pear is generally infested with snakes,
chiefly tho cobra; and the very troublesome process of removing the thorns ;' to
say nothing of the danger to the life of cattle, if by chance they eat a plant from
which the thorns have not been properly removed, all these will, I fear, alwa).’s
operate as drawbacks to the general usc of the cactus as food for cattle. Their.
native owners too will be slow to adopt an innovation. Under these circumstanc?sy .

_ I think the cactus may prove useful as an article of food for caitle only as a dernier
resort, when no other description of fodder is available. Preference will no doubt be
always given to the palmyra fruit, wherever it is to be had in abundance, or to any

other substitute as cheap and as casily procurable.

Q. VIIL—Whether there have been any deaths from actual starvation,. and » ~rm—e -

+if so, how many 2. .~ -

A. VIIL—10. I havo Jeard that thero have been some deaths from actual

. - TR 1 s that the-
starvation, but T am not in a pesition to state the number, nor 13 1t likely, that the.

number will ever be correctly ascertained. IhavoTlittle or no faith in the Mortuary
eturns now submitted to Government, and even if‘these.returns can be depended

. o who hav
. upon’for accuracy as regards'the number of deaths, I-doubt whether these who have o
. . . . s Yoy this
.~ died from actual starvation have been correctly ascertained and entercd. ..Fo s

“tue present syslem of registering the .deaths'is at fault, and it certainly is in thoe

hands of Government to remedy this defect.

\

41.. Those who applied for rclief when the poor houses were first opened, were
mostly on thie very verge of death from starvation. Such being the case, I think it

"may safely be presumed that the larger proportion of them would have died but for
the timely relief, of which they have since been made the grateful recipients.

42. Inconnection withthe preparation of the Mortuary Returns, Ihavealready
observed that the present system of registering the deaths is at fault. This impor-
! tant work is left entirely to the Village Curnums, except, I believe, at places where the
' Municipal and Cantonment Acts have force. With few exceptions, who are the
Village Cnrnums #- Can their returns be depended upon for accuracy ? What mode of
scrutiny has been adopted to ascertain the correctness, or to check the incorrectness

" of their returns ? Practically none! And yet these returns are accepted as true,
‘ ) they are condensed at the talooks,* and

ultimately submitted to Government, and
I believe upon them alone are based

B
L

. Board’s Standing: Circular No. 37 of 1866.'

important statistics regarding the health of the community !

43. -So far as the Zemindary is concerned, these returns are not only inac-
. curately prepared, but they are submitted without the slightest regard to punc-
tuality in point of time, and practically there is no way of ensuring either their:,

.
-~
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accuracy or their punctual submission, I complained, on one occasion, of the short-

comings of a Curnum in this respect to
~the Collector * of the district, but the
answer I received wast that “as Collec-

“ tors had no power to punish the Curnum

I must get him removed by a decrce of the

. 1 - ies.” If I were to institute a suit in Court
against every Curnum who fails to submit his monthly register of deaths, how is

the legitimate work ?f the Z.emiridary togoon? Andis it expedient that I should
do 5o And yL:t we in Zemindaries have practically no remedy against a Curnum !
Let him commit himself to any extent, let him defy us, let him offend every law,

h'umsim or divine, and all we can dois to institute a civil suit against him for his
dismissal ! Such is the unsatisfactory state of the law !

* 20th April 1866,
t21th

¥

“of a villagein a settled Zemindary,
“ Court if he does not perform his dut

44. Then the very large consumption of paper which these returns involve,
many of the returns too being blank! This circumstance alone, when cconomy is

~ e~~~ the order of the day, will, I hope, induce Government to substitute the system which

Iam about to advocate. Pass alaw making tho registration of deaths compulsory.
Every town and village is supposed to have a Munsif, but if every town and village
throughout the country has not a Munsiff resident within it, appoint fit men to the
vacant posts. As soon as a death occurs in any town or village, lot the Munsiff

t o ———__Teport the fact, stating the name, sex, age, caste, and occupation of the deceased,

énd the dafe and cause of death af once to the Magistrate, European or Native, within
whose jurisdiction he resides, and mentioning any other particulars which he thinks
important. Let the failure, on the part of the Munsiff to report any death on the
very day it occurred, be punishable with a small fine for the first offence, and
dismissal from office if the offence berepeated.- The reports from the Munsiffs may
be on cadjan, as a measure of economy, but simple printed forms would bo better
to ensure.uniformity. Abolish the Registers which are at present kept at the
villages. * They are of no use whatever, as the original reports are always available
at the Offices of the Magistracy. On the 1st of each month, let each Magistrate,
European and N ati#e, collate all the reports which he has received during the previ-
ous month, condense all the information they contain, and submit the two reports to
the Board, called for in their Standing Circular No. 37 of 1866. The returns by this
system are likely to be more punctually submitted and more accurately rendered,
the useless work of submitting blank returns will be avoided, and there will be an
tmmense saving of paper, :

45. It would, at the same time, be advisable to make the registration of all
marriages and births also compulsory, and to enforce a similar system in regard to
the reporting of these two domestic occurrences. The statisties which all these
reports will furnish might be collated and condensed by the Principal Inspector
General, Medical Department, who might be appointed Registrar General, and a
monthly report submitted by him to Government, and published in the Official
Gazette, in the same way as is now dono in England.

46. "There always appears an unwillingness on the part of Government to

enforce wholesome sanatory improvements by means of legislation; so long as this -

feeling lasts, the public health must sufler, “especially in times of scarcity. Vaceis

.
mem e e —— e — e o e
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. i ulation ;
nation is not yet made compulsory, hence small-pox fielengatt?dthe Pr;ﬁe TOWII;
sanitation is only now being regarded as a separate and distinct s 1 y. o
Improvement Act is only now being introdlfced, but un.for:;iunatfe )(’i o:;nyholesume

laces, the larger area of the Presidency bem.g thus still epnv:ai'11 o
p n:;1150’1' im r:vements. If the public health is to be prfaser.ved atidl, o combe
;tnsive):scheline be devised by men who have made sanitation their sfu i;n by
aid Officers of Health be appointed to give effect to the plans th.ey rec;(})l e of
. ’l;leans of a legislative enactment. It is practi.call)t 1.13<.3less atItendmig. :lt:e ; ‘eius e
one place, to the exclasion of every other in t8s vicinity. flilny o e e Péople
flush is heir to” are attributable no doubt to the neglect on the par e
of the laws of sanitation, but it is only when gaunt disease 11? Combare ony
conquered everywhere throughout the country, ‘E)y means of com;‘);'e; isq L perhaps
reforms, that there ever will be a prospect of mitigating human sutlering, _
of causing epidemics, in particular, to ﬂee’the country. | -
supposed that the Natives of India are opposed .to egl‘:l-
to innovations, but the more enlightene
convinced that legislation keeps pace

47. It is generally
lation. The masses no doubt are averse
‘among the Native community are, I am sure,
with the civilization of a country. 'But let the masses,

immediate advantage,

lation is had recourse to in any nee, and ‘
t;ely submit to any measure of reform, and tacitly, if not openly, acknowledge the

Lenehits which they have, derived from the same. " Have they rebelled against the

I,L,come Tax, Stamp, Post Office, Arms Registration, ‘and, now, the Municipal Acts ?
) " [ ‘e

So will it be if vaccination and sanatory reform be made compulsory by law !

0. IX_;Whétﬁ;}r“ajny, and' what special measures ‘have been taken for the

rolicf of distress, and if so, what amount has been, or is about to be eii)éudéd from
Zemindary funds or famine works ?

A. IX.—48. Long before the last kalum crop was cﬁt, it was anticipated that

-

P

too, see that itis to their
or to the prospective advancement of their country, that Icg.xs-
particular instance, and it is remarkable how readily

thero would be a large deficiency of produce, and special measures were taken, from -

time to time, for the relief of distress: 'Ijhe rents of the Zetnindary being payabh.a,
as I have already observed, chiefly in kind, the landlord, in the protectmn' of' his
. ts. is obliged to maintain a large number of servants, whose duty it is to
mf::;: v:a.rious ac::counts to him from time to time, by which he is enabled at any
su

0t to form an approximate idea of the prospective returns of the estate.
mome

And receiving, as he does, 80 large a quantity of grain as his Melwarum share,

he L of the Zemindary assumes the character of a large gr.ain-dealer. The
Fro  ue8s08 Devastanums, and Chuttrums, are his only competitors, but as the
Durm.asanumsy lus grain Whi,ch they generally have for sale is comparatively small,
quantltyhOf e mofeover scattered all over the Zemindary, their competition is
and os :‘ ! are’forinidablc; character. With these exceptions, no private merchant
flevir ()Zeat;lz'jgiry can possibly compete with him in the sale of grain, unle.ss .he were
:n the ort it at an enormous cost to himself, chiefly from Ta.mjoref. But .1t is to the
igtgleit of the Lessee never to ask-too high price for.hls grain, Ii;orf if l.1e welie
unreasonable, there would not only be no purchasers f01: his lar7g<3 stock o gra:]n, utIl)loa‘
the sale of which his income mainly depends, but the r1cl_1er Nattukottay and othor

o e
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Chetties would combine to import grain themselves
)

doing so. if driven to the nceessity of

gencrall l‘:‘“ -unscrupulous landlord, especially in a Waraputh Zemindary, can
appears { (’) b:‘i‘;‘:‘;e{; command the market and regulate its prices. It ce;t,ainly
there is little or nlcibcﬁ(r)n‘;)eel;jcg do so:u 11: cod must be consumed, and consumers, whero
- 1tion, will be compelled to buy fr .
being th if i o) p uy from him alone, Such
1o demand cupeiions s 1 e A ot ety ol tho kst and
> rates for his Melw . . .

power of doing so in & time of scarcity 9“arum, how proportionately great is his
49. Wh : ‘ :

2od Morels Iaq:nvthe.e kalum erop of Iusly 1275 was cut in the months of F. ebruary
a5 much of t}; ,Mail(')u's Pr0pos.als were made to me on behalf of the Lessce, to store
sell it until tl ° erwarum gram as accommodation could be found for, and not to
hove b 801(11(3 sc.nifilty was ztt its }}1ghest, the rates at which the grain mizht then
would be fumine prices, and such no doubt would have been the

course pursucd if the i i
Zemmdary were in the hands of one who cared more to-

enrich hi
50’1‘?"]53‘:-11:‘ Stila;l t(;' study t}.le welfare of the thousands committed to his care.
ar from taking advantage of the present uhparalle]ed scarcity,

- the Mel ; . .
elwarum grain has invariably been sold 7o ¢he ryots at the prices ruling in

::;:' . ‘l:eSP.:Cfl\'i Yillages on the day of sale. The sales too have been made,
er 1t could possibly be made, to those ryots who divided their crop with the

landl . .
andlord, and generally almost immediately after the division of erop. Itisonly

:(1:::1 :1 ::V:; giﬁ;iﬁiiﬁ;ﬁ;@tig of Kudiwarum than he thought he could himself
Melwara, that it wos éoldmf' esire, or perhaps co.ul.d not afford to purchase fhe
option to parehsse sas ineast b(; a;ily ot}'ler party willing to buy the same. 'l.he
e andlod iably first given to the ryot, who shaied the crop with
. :S lr-nu;ll'lhi gr.eat object in view was to give t.he ryots the opportunity of purchas-
th:reby o b{:'liun 1z:,s they could poss1bl).7 require, or could afford to purchase, and
o make them less dependent, if possible, upon the many unserupulous

al money-lenders and others, at whose mercy ryots generally are, and less
dependent for food upon the retail azaar rates of the day. In all our dealings with
our tenants, the principle which guides and governs us, is the firm unalterable belief
that our own prosperity and the prosperity of the Zemindary is identical with the
prosperity of our ryots. I am aware that no reform can so greatly and so perma-
nently tend to the benefit of the ryat, as a radical change in the present system of
Waraputh tenure, but this is a misfortune, to alter which the present Lessee isdenied
the liberty, but which he does not the less deeply and sincerely regret.

" 52, The foregoing remarks, it will be seen, bear pointed reference to a
system which has been introduced only from Fusly 1275, viz., that of selling the Mel-
warum grain to the ryofs in preference to all others, at the current rates of the day.
1t will naturally be supposed that the contractor would rather sell the large
quantity of grain, which circumstances throw periodically upon his hands, to rich
Natukottay Chetties and others, who are not only able and willing to mai;e large
purchases, but who would pay him for it af once, and thus save himself a vast
amount of trouble and annoyance. ' \ '

53. 'I:he system which was in force up to Fusly 1274 was to sell the Mel-
warum grain, on what was called Durkhasts, to rich Natukottay Chetties. A Chetty
would make interest with the Zemindary agents, and offer a certain fixed price

e N
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the produce of many villages, or perhaps of groups

Content with
n was complete,
Ife, in his turn,
recoverable

for a large quantity of grain,
of villages called Mahanums, or sometimes of one or more talooks.
a fixed price, and receiving prompt payment for the same, the bargai
and the grain ordered to be made over to the wholesale purchaser.

would sometimes sub-divide his purchase for a fixed remuneration,
from those who had not the same amount of interest as himself with the Zemindar.
n the generality of instances were already largely indebted to these
and who had perhaps also mortgaged their own Kudiwarum
completely at their mercy, and were compelled to
he capricious rates demanded by
ant and extortionate, If their
ure the market

The ryots, who i
wholesale purchasers,
share of crop to them, were thus
purchase even the ordinary necessaries of life at t
" these unscrupulous men, which were mostly exorbit

stock of grain fell, they would import grain to continue to sec
i to themselves, and to kecp the agricultural classes within their grasp. The inevi-
table consequence was that, while, on the one hand, comparatively a few became

immensely ric}, thousands of hardworking ryot
‘impoverished, and in order to evade the extortionate demands of th

was the practice with many to flee the country.
54. This system has now rcceived its death blow,

ese Chetties, it

* and instead of’ food and

s, on the other hand, were completely

\0

wealth being allowed to accumulate inthe

v -
a3
EIRRIEN

- PR oo . N LI R . ” .
forco during tho present scarcity, how eompletely . mora or Jess the' wheleZé:
it ey

dary would have been at the mercy  of the Chetties, ‘ean be botter imagined than’

doscribed.  While I eannot but in simple justice to them give to these men, on the

. . . . R ~ .
onc hand, a large meed of praise for_their unvarying and timely munificent .
- N e ~u St N Tt v - ri

. . N
H o1 o TN

3y W e, H N ‘. o 7 N Wy < \X-v("
‘charities, T feel constrained, on'the other, to eXpress my ‘reprchension of the inordi-

nate greed and love of money, and the unworthy means which are often employed

‘he §¢ i don . o g . ys <.
to gratify ¢ the ruling passion,” which are ‘the distinguishing. features in the

character of the Natukottay Chetties. The contrast is most remarkable. * ™

55. A third special measure which has been taken for the relief of distress,

? t Sce C. 0: No. 167, ' is the establisbfnent of fairst in the chief
. S owns or larger wvillages of the Zcmin-

dary. With the exception of those who had taken the precdution to store sufficient
grain for themselves, I found that there were a great many, chiefly the employés
of the Zemindary, who, though they had the means of buying food, could not
obtain the ordinary necessaries themselves of life to buy. ‘T'his state of things
has been amply remedied by the establishmeat of fairs, which I am happy to state

‘are increasing in popularity. - _ | ‘ '

" 56. Another measure of relief has been the extensive grant of remissions in -
gll cases in which the failure of crop was not the consequence of neglect on the
art of the ryots. There is nothing which is so inestimable a boon to the ryot,
o greatly appreciates as a remission, especially in a season of drought,
not now left to individual caprice, as it used to be,
o any artifice or subterfuge before pronounéing his
_crop to be a failure. It is the stauding
rule} to grant a ,r‘e;ni§s’iou in every

and which he s
"The grant of remissions is
? - -

A ryot need not now resorf t

t

/" # SeeC.0. Noss 7 and 101,

K

SN, 5. Nos. 21108 nd 113 of 1866, - g AW O g
‘ C. 0. Nos. 21—108 and 113‘“ 868 hiands of a few, food at leastis’ available

to the many at thQ‘current “rates of the day. Ilad the Durkhast system: been in

»
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g
in whatever manner engaged, or however
. employed, are now fully and punctually paid for their labor. - '.l‘he pract‘ice of sup-
plying the palace and those in power with supplies of every kind, gratis, has been ;
suppressed, and illegal exactions are, I believe, things of the past. These and .ﬂ}e‘
means for tiding over the present seareityy
. _which - form the subject of. my C.“ 0, .
No. 171, have, it is belicved, done something towards alleviating the suffering and .

distress which at prescut prevails iu the Zemindary.
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instance, in which it is but just and fair to grant it, so long as the requirements of been resolutely put down Ryots
b 'Y . 9

my Circular Orders are complied with.

57. Another measure of special relief, which has been adopted for the relief

' of distress, is the compensation given to ryots who briné their crops to maturity

- by means of water from wells dug at their own expense. Before Fusly 1274,

compensations used to be granted for failure of crops, but they were at best

capricious, and were generally speaking made only to favorites. The grant of

compensation for failure of Nunjah and Punjah crops is now the invariable rule, the

rate of compensation depending upon the amount of labor which the ryot’has
besiiowed in bringing his crop to maturity. These rates are detailed in my .

Circular Orders* Nos. 27.of 1866, and

C. 0. No. 17L..

N 7 i

. Q. X.—Whether any relief houses have been opened, and if so, for how 1011‘;’3 ;on
by what funds maintained ; on what system conducted ; what number of persons
have been relieved ; at what outlay up to date; and at what cost per head per “13}"\,4 4

* See C. 0. Nos. 160 of 1865, and 27 of 1866,
‘ :fllérchief towns

contributed 5,000 Rupees towards the
arly 3,000 Rs.
éo g

62. The Lessce of the Zemindary has

maintenance of these poor houses, subscriptions to the extent of ne
I lrwpot shall bo alblo 4o raiov subsctipiiuns

sufficient number of laborers on any one spot for work, butour third and greatest
drawback has been the crippled state of our own exchequer, in consequence of our

| 160 of 1865, to which I beg special e

L 68. Work was found for the able bogf‘:lr?nc;; i f he chi o ’ 4 X.'—GL F'O ur relief Louses heve bt Opelif dl'atkfou'll‘ o d Tripatore, and . |
- each talook, but I regret that various causes (lamw: co;;:r{):;.r t(c: : elcglef tar:lks' - ) ?f'ﬂl? Z'.?mlt“di“'i’; NN She"f{gu"ga, Vﬁ.'m"gf,‘; ;:r?és\?:(: al:e (:'Z;s’e?lnbv Sugﬁcrip&ohus :
; h i this dients iy ! ' prec u' e our doing : 1f1s 1 LOT{. cmnplation to oper} $1X n?ore, providia v » 10 93 7% | T vhl, i ¥
[’{ z':.tsl Iémc' tion as we could have wished. The chief of which are, first, ; and donations, Le forthcoming. The Leavy rains we are now having Wi
L at we had to deal with soil which, in consequence of the extreme heat, had become 3 Loped, enalle us to sow and ultimately to reap an abundant kalum crop for then.:\'
R quite hard, To work in such soil would be a mere waste of labor and money. current Fusly 1276 ; but as it cannot be available till February or March nest, W6
F In the second place, cholera sadly interfered, and prevented the mustering of a ; must continue the relicf now afforded by the poor houses till that time.

I

|

ny e — =
)

o L Dt o

)

¥ eré?gﬁ}ir”payments to the Ranee of the Zemindary and our own establishments, and / ~__ . havo slrcady- becu received; g
‘ the inevitable Government demand of Rupees 2,58,640, which in spite of our \\§ " extent of about 4,000 Rupces more within the next four or five months Iha\:e ;
straightened means, we paid by seven instalments as usual, punctually on the o appcaled to all who are in a position to ¢ ontribute their mite to this object, and if

I shall not have appealed in vain, I.shall R

8th of each month. . = -
- 59. We are fully sensible of the immense advantages to be derived from a

g | \ . . . .
See C. 0. No. 28. systematic prosecution of works of irriga-

C. 0. No. I8L. have a sum of about 12,000 Rupees at

I my disposal, which, large as it appears to be, will, Iam afraid, be scarcely sufficient :
’ " if I give full effect to my wishes 0 have ten poor houses altogether, and to continuo

T e e
-

} tion. In this respect we are, in a word, .
s: of the school of Sir A. Cotton himself. The subjoined table, shewing the actual - " to afford rclief, but on a much larger scale, till the end of March next. Arrange-
! . ments are now being mado for opening two more poor houses at Mullakotay and

expenditure on Maramut during the past three F'uslies, to say nothing of my numer-
ous Circular Orders on the subject, will prove that we have always endeavoured to
find work for the able-bodied in order chiefly to stem the tide of emigration, and
to do as much as lies in our power towards repairing some of the thousands of t’anks
in the “Zemindary, which have been allowed to fall into disrepair during a long

course of misrule :—
Ezxpenditure on Maramut.

“ had a great many difficultics to

" a novelty i
- establish a poor house mysel
- has been the cholera. The p

Thiruvagampath. . I intend to give the poor a dole of rice twice a week in future,
olum being given them on all other days, and to distribute cloths

raggy and ch
poor as absolutely require this indispensable necessary.. . .

to such of the
63. I should have opencd more’ than four poor houscs ‘ere -now; but T have

contend with. . Institutions of this kind are quite

n this Zemindary, and I have, therefore, had to go to each place to

f amidst many discouragements. My greatest difficulty, !

laces at which I wished to establish poor houscs being '

’ - On works of ’. ‘ i
. Year. | On buildings. Irrigation. Total. ; " the largest towns, and comparatively more thickly populated, the opening of these
! . jnstitations at such places and under such circumstances would, in all probability,
RS. A. P. RS. A. P. RS. A. P, ? - have considerably added to the number of. deaths by this dire disease. I have,
1864 ... 2.54‘6 6 0 29,569 13 0 32,1‘6 3 0 ; t 1l 18 time, ¢ ch on a ]ar e seale With
- 1865...] 4,366 1510} 68,132 9 1 72,499 8 11 l  therefore, been able t? f)pen onlylfour up to 11sh} 0, Iit : g;:th , X
‘ 1866...] 4,38214 3| 653 710} .5036 6 1 l . directions to afford relief to all proper objects of charity, however great tho number.
| Total ..| 11,2906 4 1| 98,355 13 11| 1,09,652 2 0 G4, 'The system under which each poor.ho.use' is conducted is as follows inel
, } Having socured o sufliciently commodiouns building a?: eack? th’?: a strong en(z'ljo;

60. Every facility is being offered to induce ryots on the one hand, and
capitalists on the other, to take up waste lands for cultivation. Forced labor bas

. R am g 7. v P . .
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sure, largo enough to accommodate about 800 or 1,000 Peffple’ is erected on its fr on(fi,
with one doorway only for the purpose of egress and 1ng ress. .Oll the ground
within this enclosure are a number of shallow trenches, about nine inches flcep, and
six feet apart from each other. ~ The building before which the enclosure 13 ercc.tc )
is for the purpose of storing and cleaning the grain, and for the purposes of cooking.
Tho hour at which the poor are fed is 3 p.».  Previous to this the food f:or 'fhe fla.y
has been cooked, and brought into the centre of the enclosuro ready for distribution.

65. Each poor house is managed by a Committeo consisting of six worl.nng
Members. The duty of the first and sccond is to determine who are really fit objects
of relief ; all who, in their opinion, are not proper objects of charity are peremp-
torily excluded. Relicfis confined to the blind, lame, aged, sick, and others of both
sexes, who from starvation or any physical infirmity are unable to work. To cach

. . . ) ] ) g, dree
is given a printed ticket, which ensures his admission 1nto the poor house. Pre-

cisely at 3 o’clock the first bell rings ; all who hold tickets immediately present them-

selves at the door of the enclosure for admission. A Member of the Committ(fo :
who stands at this door admits only such as hold tickets. As each ticket-holder 13

admitted, he takes up his place, and sits down in a’line with the trenches on the

ground in regular order, the vessels which the poor bring with them they place into

the trenches, by the side of which theysit. The men sit apart from the womcn,

and silence and order is persistently maintained,

* " 06. When all have sat down, and tho tickets have been exammcd,“:;nd W is

seen that no unworthy quect of relief has been admitted, the second bell rings, and
the cooked food is at once carefully distributed ; as much is given to each person
as he can reasonably require. With each dole of food is alzo given a small ball of
¢ chatney,” consisting of various digestive condiments. After half an hour, when all
have been fully supplied with food and water, tho third bell rings, and at this signal
the poor at once quit the premises. The threo bells regulate the admission and
dismissal of the poor, and the distribution of the food, and prevent confusion which
there would otherwise be. The rules for the management of each poor house aroe

strictly carried out. The food is rice
on Sundays,* and cholum and raggy on
all other days, mado into a palatable
" conjee. It must be eaten on the spot ; none is allowed, except by special permission,

to leave the premises. Relief is extended to all who are fit objects of charity, irres-
pective of caste and creed, and they ara
treated with pity and compassion. Tho
grain purchased for the poor is the best
procurable, and is carefully cleaned and cooked, the provisioning and cooking depart-
ments being under the immediate supervision and orders of the third and fourth
Members of the Committee. Each poor house with its enclosure and all the cookin.g
and other vessels are always kept scrupulously clean. Any respectable person 13
et liberty to visit a poor house, and to make whatever remarks he pleasesas to how
it is conducted, &c., in the Visitors’ Book, which will be expressly handed to him

for the purpose by the sixth Member of the Committce, who generally resides on
the premises.

* Rice is now given every day.

C. 0. Nos. 172, 177, and 180.
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67. - Tho numbar of persons who have been relieved, the outlay up to date, .

and the cost per head, per day, is given in the subjoined table :—

s ———

1 2 3 -4 B 6 7 .
Average Average | A
Number of persons fed. Total ntoe | Average expen%i ] co;e";f:
- . expenditure. | fed per | daily ex- | ture per | head per
No- | Locality of Poor Ia In Up to | Total, . day. |penditure. | hend per aar
He Aogust.| 8 ept. | bthOct. i byl g
e fo— ] RS A. P. RE. A, P.|Bs. A, P.{Re. a. 2.
1 |8h ga 8.798 1é,021 7,404 | 28,313 [1,063 10 4 383-{14 4 0| 1 8 0f0 0 7§
Shevagunga....ecee B 7
2 {Vanamadura 1,062 | 5,563 2,413 ] 9,040 502 23 9 152 912 0; 1 8 6[{0 o0 of
ADAMAGUIS  vesess i
3 |Kaliarkovil 5,135 | 4,570 | 7,705 [ 247 8 0}. 227 sa0l12o0f0o0 7
1ATKOVLE ceo sreser ane san w
{ y , 1060 | 1,95 7810 1] 195 f.7 8 0f 1 2.0f0 0 7}
¢ 4 ITHpatore caceress] wems |00 ' :
' _‘___———_—__—_— u .
‘ 10,760 | 20,719 | 16,429 47,008 [1,886 10 2] 956 [39 8 0{ 1 3 7|0 0 7}

R e e

The numbers since the 15th. instz'mt have consz’derfzbly ir}creasx.ed at each poor
nouse, in consequence, as may be imagined, of the continued scarcity, and the all
sut total failure of the past koday crop. i - - : -

Q. XI.—For what period the present prices are likely to ‘be maintained,
vith the reasons why they are expected to fall at the end of that period.

A. X1.—68. - The present prices of paddy and of the chief dry grains, as

wmpaecA with the prices ralives ¥ 5'Ober. 188% ava 4y follgws 1z &7 T
1 2. |3 4 5 1 6 7‘]‘8,9.‘
R N 3 - ‘ v f )
. } + [SmallPaddy,] Large s
Wholesale . 1ay, g Cholum | Varagoo :
Period. ;. | Rice. | Mellage | Paddy, Raggy.| and . | -and am
"', Rupees per kullum.
‘ Wholesale ...| ' 9 - 41 | ‘4 4 g ] ;
October 1863 { \R\'E;lta]ﬂml ]lg o g}‘ 5 5 ‘g} gf' %i
. olesale ... | .12~ . . 5% | 5% 5% 3 6
iOctobe}' 1866 { Retail... ... 13 .8 73 7% ; 7% N 4% 751

V 69. These prices are likely to continue till about the end of March next

‘when it is expected that the kalum crop, which is now befng cultivated, will b;
brought into the market for sale, and when perhaps each description of grain will
fall in price about 2 Rupeos per kullom. I do not-anticipate thatsrices will fall to
the level of the prices which ruled prior to the present scarcity, After so great a
_risein the market as has recently taken place, it does not appep‘r that prices will
. fall to their former level, or that the market will regain its former elasticity for at

least six months to come, - L { .,L car T

Q. XIL—What prospect there is of providing tho able-‘bodied‘ with ‘wolrk,
and the aged, sick, and infirm with food until the scarcity has passed over,

A. XII.—70. This question has already been in a great mecasure answered.,

Sanction has been given for the repair of a n}lmbéf of tanks, but the recent heavy
-ains we have had have supplied the tanks with water, and have consequently stopped
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I sll work pro femp., but the poor houses will, as T have already observed, continue | .
; to afford relicf till the end of March next.

, 71. Tam afraid I have extended these remarks to a greater length than was ;
expected or is desirable, byt the nature of the subject upon which my opinion has
been requested will, I trust, be a sufficient apology. I cannot, however, close this
. paper without making an carnest appeal, which I now respectfully do, on behalf of

Shevagur.xga, to a Committee which has been specially organized for the purpose 4
of affording relief to the suffering poor of the Presidency.

72. Considering, then, that the scarcity which is at present prevailing in the
Zemindary is general ; considering that it is likely to last at least till the end of ~
March next, and that if it is expected of us to afford relief up to the end of that
i’ time, th-e fu.nds at my disposal are not likely sufficiently to meet the objects which
; Thave in view ; considering also how ready we have been to help oursclves, aud have
| made and are still making great efforts to relieve and, I may add, cherish our suffer-
ing poor, I earnestly entreat and sincerely trust that the Famine Relief Committee,

’L - of which Mr. Dalyell is the worthy Secrctary, will be pleased to supplement the
F

. amount which I hope to be able to raise by means of local subscriptions, with a . ' '
4 grant of 3,000 Rupees., The Committce may rest assured that the additional means
which they place at my disposal for the relief of distress, will be properly and
judiciously applied..
' (Signed) G. F. FISCIER, .
s.._..}\m;;_— - =TG- ST T L i el and 5(anage;:. S’l":ftff'i&z'a‘;{i'ﬂ'lzr1v* ey

, . »MNo—.. TT L - ORDER THEREON, 15th January 1867, No. 179A.

- 1. The Collector of Madura willinform Mr. Fischer
' . Misceilaneous. that the Government highly appreciate his liberal exertions
! for the relief of distress in the Shevagunga Estate.
9. Paragraphs 42 to 46 of Mr. Fischer’s Memorandum will be communicated
to the Board of Revenue for their observation.
' (True Extract.)
) (Signed) J. D. SIM,
‘ Secretary to Government.,

Rl g R
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* To the Revenue Board. '
,, the Editor's Table. .

R 1
z .L . Ezd. S. T. Auvgustin, _ - |
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